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HISTORY OF THE CITY OF DUBLIN. 



CHAPTER I. 

HOGOBS — NUNNERY OF ST. MART — HOGOEN GRBBN — TRINITY 

HALL IRISH COLLEOB OF PHYSICIANS — COLLBGB-OBBBN 

— 8TATDB OF WILLIAM III. 

rriHE ground at present occupied by "College-green" an- 
-^ ciently formed portion of a considerable village outside 
tbe city of Dublin, styled *< Hogges," or " Le Ho^es," a 
name apparently derived from the Teutonic word " Hoge," 
or " Hoga" used to deagnate email hills or sepulchral moirnda, 
the existence of which in this locality was evidenced by the 
vestiges found here in the reign of Charles I. 

"In Norember, 1646," writes Sir James Ware, "as 
people were employed in removing a little hill io the east sub- 
urbs of the city of Dublin, in order to form aline of fortifi- 
cation, there was discovered an ancient sepulchre, placed S- W. 
and N. C, composed of dght black marble stones, of which 
two made the covering, and were supported by the others. 
The length of this monument was six feet two inches, the 
breadth three feet one inch, and the thickness of the stone 
tiu^e inches. At each comer of it was erected a stone four 
feet high, and near it, at the S. W. end, another stone was 
placed in the form of a pyramid six feet high, of a rustic work, 
and of that kind of stone which is called a milletone. Vast 
quantities of burnt coals, ashes, and human bones, some of 
VOL. III. B 
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2 HI3TOBT OF THB CITY OF DUBLIN. 

which were in part burned and some onl^ scorched, were 
found in it, whioh was looked upon to be a work of the Oat- 
men ; and erected by that people while they were heathens, 
in memory of some petty prince or nobleman." The portion 
of thia monument was denoted by a portion of it which ex- 
isted down to the middle of the last century, known as the 
" long stone, over agtunst the College." A convent for nuns of 
the role of St. Augustin was erected on " Le Hoggee," in 1 1 46, 
by Dermod Mao Murchad, King of Leinster. Gh^gory, Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, and Malachy, Fiimate of Armagh, are stated 
to have been directors of this bnilding,and generous bene&ctors 
to it. Women under thirty years of age were not allowed to 
enter the nunnery of St. Mary de Hogges ; to which, in 1 15 1 , the 
cell of Kildehin, in Kilkenny, and that of Athaddy, in Carlow, 
were made subordinate by Eling Dermod, who, in 1166, also 
founded on " Le Ho^ea " the priory of All Hallows, or All 
Sunt«. Prince Dooall Mac Gillamocbolmog, the native ally 
of the Anglo-Normans, marshalled his troops on " Lic Hogges" 
in 1171, when an attempt was made by the Northmen to re- 
cover the dty of Dablin, by an attack on the eastern gate ; 
ailer their repulse from which the Irish pursued them with 
great slaughter, as they retreated along this plain to thm 
ships. In the excavations on the southern ude of College- 
green, about the year 18 IX, various remains of weapons, sup- 
posed to have been those used by the combatants in this 
engagement, v&k discovered, and are now preserved in the 
Museum of the Boyal Irish Academy. The Nunnery of 
Hogges is stated to have been rebuilt and endowed with se- 
veral chills and livings by King John, to reward the nuns 
for having secreted in their house many of the English at a 
period when the natives had formed a deengn to cut them off. 
In mediteval Latin documents the deni2enB of this establish- 
ment are de^gnated, " Moniales Sonctse Marin juxta Hogas." 
From the Patent Rolls of Edwardll., Henry IV., and Richard 
II., we learn that the elecrions of their abbesses were made 
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by liceme from the King of England, and subject to hie appro- 
bation, which was lunall; conveyed through the Archbifihop 
of Dublin. From the name of " Hogges" the appellation of 
" Hoggen^reen" became gradually applied to this locality ; 
in which, from an early period, public criminals were oc- 
caeioaally executed. Adam O'Taahal, surnamed 2>iiM, or the 
dark-complexioned, a gentleman of the L<»nater ohm of O'Tua- 
hal, waa publicly burned, in 1327, on the "Hc^es," pur- 
eouit to aentence passed upon him for having denied the in- 
carnation of Christ, the doctrine of the Trinity, the chastity 
of the Vir^n Mary, the resurrection of the dead ; and for hav- 
ing also asserted that the Holy Scriptures were febles, and that 
the Apostolic See was erroneous. Inl487theEarlofEjldare, 
Lord Deputy, commanded the messenger from the Mayor of 
Waterford to be hanged on Hoggen-greon for having brought 
word that the dtizene of the " urbs intacta" would not es- 
pouse the cause of Lambert ^mnel. " A place on this Green 
was anciently called * Ht^gen Butt,' where the citizens had 
butts for tiifat exercise in archety ; and near them was a small 
range of buildings called * Tib and Tom,* where possibly the 
citizens amused themselves at l^ure limes by playing at 
keals or nine-pins. We find those buildings called * Tib and 
Tom' mentioned in the wilt of Bichard, the first Earl of Cork, 
as mortgaged to him by Theodore Lord Dockwra, and the 
Lady Anne, his mother, for three hundred pounds, and rented 
from the mortgagee by Sir Philip Penaval, at twenty-four 
pounds per annum." 

When a Viceroy landed, the Sherii& of Dublin, with a 
troop of horse and tmmpeters, proceeded to meet him at some 
distance from the city ; and at Uoggen-green he was usually 
received by the Mayor and Aldermen in their formalities. 
Elections and public assembUes of the citizens were occasion- 
ally held in this locality. We are told that in the year 
1528, the Lord Deputy, Pierce Butler, Earl of Ossory, was 
" invited to a new play every day in Christmas, Arland Uesher 
B 2 
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4 HISTORY OF TBK CITT OF DDBLIN. 

being then Mayor, and Froncia Herbert and John Squire, 
Bayliffa : wherein the Tailors acted the port of Adam and 
Eve; the Shoemakers represented the story of Crispin and 
Crispianas ; the Vintners acted Bacchus and his story ; the 
Carpenters, that of Joseph and Mary; Vulcan, and what 
related to him, were acted by the Smiths ; and the comedy of 
Ceres, the goddess of com, by the Bakers. Thdr stage was 
erected on Hoggen-greeo, now called College-green ; and on 
it the Priors of St. John of Jerusalem, of the Blessed Trinity, 
and of All-Hallows, caused two plays to be acted : the one 
representing the passion of our Saviour, and the other, the 
several deaths which the Apostles suffered." On the dissolu- 
tion of monastic establishments, the Priory of " All-Hallows," 
or *< All Sunta," was granted by Henry VIII. to the dtizens 
of Dublin, as a recompense for their loyalty during the insur- 
rection of Thomas Fitz Gerald, his Deputy in 1534. The 
citizens, in the r^gn of Elizabeth, transferred their property 
in the dissolved monastery to Adam Loftus, Archbishop of 
Dublin, for the foundation of a University, which still pre- 
serves the remembrance of its original position, being styled, 
in ofEml documents, the " College of the Holy and Undivided 
Trinity, near Dublin." Mary Guidon 13 stated to have been 
the last Abbess of the Nunnery of St. Maryof Ho^es, whi<^ 
on its dissolution was found to be possessed of various houses 
in the city, and lands in the counties of Dublin, Meath, and 
Kildare ; the official return of which, made A. D. 1640, will be 
found in the Appendix. The roofing and building materials 
of the Nunnery were carried away by William Brabazon, 
the King's sub-treaanrer, to be used in repuring the Castle 
of DnbUn ; and in 1S60 the Ibllowing application, relative to 
the site of the institution, was made to the English Privy 
Coundl by the Government of Ireland : — 

" May it please yo' Hono". That we, lately pondering 
amonge other thaffiures of the publique weale, thonely dekaye 
of this realme to reste princypally in the ydle people uny ver- 
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Bally inhabfting the B&me, and wayeng therw'" the lading 
and conveyiuice of woll, tallowe, butters, lynnen yarne and 
other euche lyke commodyties, which being dayly tnuisported 
from hens to other outwarde p'tiee ys bothe thoccaaion of euche 
ydlenee, and hathe brought the same to bo greate a darthe 
and Bkarsytie as the lyke here bathe not byn Bene theas many 
yeares. For redreB whereof we have lately stayed the sude 
wares, and like as wee wolde humbly desyre that no lycence 
upon any pryvate suete n [three or four vordi oUiterated] 
shoutde be graunted, to the prejudyce of thie realme, so have 
we given order that none shall p&sse the same w"'oute re- 
etraynte & for&yture, to thintent that the m'chants (who 
have byn chiefely thoccasion of this so greate a myschiefe) 
should stadye and practise thuse of those commodytiesamongs 
themselves ; and for the suerty of this poore lande (whiche, 
as we before saide, thoroughe ydlenes ys totally subvertid) ; 
see the people sett to labo'' and worke, as they doo in other 
countries, whoose common weales by mayntenance of artificers 
doo floorishe and prosper. And tor that one Rycharde Fyante, 
a merchante here of the <utje of Dublin, who to hie power 
studyeth the preierremente of the common weale, as in his late 
Mayeraltie he honestely declared, ys very desyrous in this 
case to be a preaeidente to others here, bo as he moght ob- 
tayne som plott of grounde mete for that purpose, his humble 
suete to uB ys that, in coUBideration therof, we wolde be pe- 
tycioners to y' Honours for y* fee farme of the scyte and pre- 
cyncte of the late houBse or Nonnery, called the Hogges, 
besideB the sud citie (nowe mynous, & nothing retoaynyng 
but the walleB) with such small parcelts as lye aboute the same, 
payeng therfore the yerely rente yt nowe goeth for ; the cer- 
tenty wherof bong not greate ehall appeare to yo*^ wiBdomes 
by a schedule here inclosed. Wherin we thought good to 
move yo' Hon'*, and likewise upon this honeste grounde to 
beseche the same (foraamoche as the siude Bicharde Fyante 
stondetb bounde to the King's use in two hundreth pound's 



itizecy Google 



6 HI8TOET OF THE CITY OF DUBLIN. 

aswell to bnylde apon the eiune scyte aa to etecte and con- 
tynue ti. lowmes of lyDnen and wolleD yame (as may appere 
by the oo{ne of the sude bosde herew*^ sente)) wludie wilbe 
the mayntenance of a grete nomberof pereons nowe ydle), to 
further hym in tbia his euete, and to graunte bym Buche state 
therin as yo' wiadomea (in respecte of hia boneste meanyng) 
aball thinke ezpediente. And tbus we besecbe the lyring God 
long to pree've yo' Hono" to hie pleasure. From Kytmaynan*, 
the xxi'" of October, 1560. 

" Yo' Honors to commande, 

Tfaontas Cueake, Caocell''. Antony Sentleg'. 

Edwarde Miden'. Raphe Bagenall. 

Thorn's liutrell, Justice. Gerald Aylm'*, Justic'. 

Patrick Bamewall, M'. K'lea. Will'm Brabazon. 

Thorn's Houeth, Justice. John Travera. 

Edwarde Basnet. Thorn's Lokwod, Dean. 

To the King't Majesties moste honorable 
Couataill in England yeave theat. 

The schedule referred to in the preceding document will 
be found in the Appendix. The bond of Bichard Fiant is as 
follows ; — 

'* Memorand' qvod xxi. die Octobris, anno regni Regis Edwardi 

Sexti-quarto, Bicardua Fyan' de Dublin', mercator perso~ 

naliler comparena coram Domino Rege in CanceUaria nut 

Hiberaie recognovit se debere dicto Domino Regi dvcentas 

librat legalit monete Hibemie/de' bonis catallit territ et Un* 

suis ad opus di(^ Domini Regis levand'. 

" The condicion of this recognisance is soche, That if 

thaboveboandeo Biduwd Fian, or his asugnees, within oon' 

yeare next after aesuraunce by o' mooet drad Souv'ain Lord the 

Kingee Majestie to be made unto him of the scite and predncte 

of the late Howse of Nonry called the Hogges, beudes Dublin', 

in fee fearnie or otherwise to him and to his heires : do aswell 
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bujlde upon the aune scyte, as ereote, set uj^, and oontysae 
ax loomee of Ijnnen & wuUeo yame, for Beven years next after 
the Bud aasursnce made, w'" weivers, Bpynnersi and outher 
lyke hdxtrera, for making of wuUen and lyimen doatfae. That 
then this reoc^nisaooe to be voied, otherwise to stand in full 
ibrce and effect. 

" Coftta vera, exanunat per me» 

" Nicholanm Stanyhuiet, Clericum Hanaperij." 

Ambrose Forth is metioned in 1612 aa owner of the late 
Abbey "de le Hoggs," and of half a meseuage in "Men- 
aion'a Fields," also of a certtun piece of land called " Men- 
uon's Mantle." So late as the year 1701, a "garden, &c., 
part of the dissolved Monastery of the Hoggs," was clamed, 
under a lease of 1679, by Elizabeth Fisher, before the Com- 
mis«oners of the Irish Forfeited Estates. 

On the 20th of June, 1603, Dr. Lucas Chaloner, one of the 
original Fellovrs of Trinity College, Dublin, Sir James Ware, 
fether of the learned historian, Sir John King, and Sir James 
Carroll, {n-esented a petition to the Corporation of the city, 
eolidting assistance to enable some well-disposed persons to 
have a Bridewell, or house of correction and labour, erected 
for the reception of the numerous vagrants, many of them 
able-bodied, who, resorting hither from the country, endan- 
gered the lives of the dtizens by introdudng contagion. The 
petition was approved of, and a deputation, consisting of the 
Mayor and three members of the Corporation, having been 
appointed to confer with the memorialiBts upon a plan for for- 
warding so desirable a work, a portion of Hoggen-green was 
vested in six trustees — three nominated by the Corporation, 
and three by the petitioners— on which ground woe to be 
erected a Bridewell, to be under tiie jurisdiction of the Corpo- 
ration. Aa the edifice was to be erected by the petitioners 
at thdr own coat, a proviso was introduced, that if, by any 
fault of the Corporation, the building eliould be converted tu 
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ftny other use than that of a Bridewell, the property should 
then become vested in the tnisteea appointed by the petitioners, 
until such time as it should be re-established as a Bridewell. 
These conditaons were agreed to hy the Corporation on the 
27tli of January, 1603, and sabseqaently confirmed ; but some 
litigation appears to have arisen with George Breddam, the 
person employed to build the BrideweU, who, having petitioned 
the Privy Council for repayment of the amount which he had 
advanced, the matter was referred to the report of two persons, 
who recommended that forty pounds should be pud to Bred- 
dam in full satisfaction of all his demands, and on his delivering 
up the birilding in complete order. On a rehearing of the case, 
on the Ist of September in the following year, en order was 
issued, directing the Major of Dublin, on the part of the Cor- 
poration, to take 8 review of the expenditure, and that the 
Corporation should pay the amount so found to be due, within 
twenty days, to Breddam ; or, in case they refused to do so, 
it was ordered that Sir John King and Sir James Carroll, 
Knights, two of the original petitioners, should have the house 
called Bridewell, on paying the amount found due on the new 
inquiry. The Mayor of Dublin and Sir James Ware, the re- 
ferees on this occauon, reported, in October, 1616, that Bred- 
dam was satisfied to take thirty-two pounds, English, in lieu 
of all his demands ; but neither the Corporation nor the trus- 
tees for the ori^nal petitioners were disposed to pay the costs 
of building; which, on the 11th of December, 1616, was 
offered by the Lord Deputy to Trinity College, for the sum 
of thirty pounds. This offer having been accepted, the Cor- 
poration conveyed the ground on which the house was erected 
to the College, on the " condition that it was to be converted 
into a college hall or free school ; from which time it took the 
name of Trinity Hall, and was subsequently occupied by 
certain students of the College, until the breaking out of the 
Civil War, during which the Hall was neglected, the College 
Dot being then in a condition to look afler it ; the consequence 
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of which Delect was, that the CorpoTstioo had Uioughte of 
re-awmmlng the Hall, because it was Dot employed for the 
purpose intraded hj them. The College, haviog notice of the 
intentioii of the Corporation, consulted how they could frua- 
bate the dengn of depriving them of the Hall. It was pro- 
posed that they should make a lease of the premises ; but this 
plan was objected to by Dr. Steame, on the grounds that 
making a lease of the premises would be more contrary to the 
intent of-tbe conveyance by the Corporation to the College 
than any former neglect on their part, and consequently would 
give greater advantage to the other party in prosecuting their 
desigD. Dr. Steame then proposed to the Provost and Fel- 
lows that he ehotild be constituted Freudent of Trinity Hall 
during his life, and be accommodated with lodgings tiierm 
on certain conditions ; the chief of which were, to keep out 
the Corporation, to reptur the Hall without any expense to 
the College, and to convert the remainder of so much of the 
house as should be allotted to him for bis accommodation to 
the sole and proper use of physicians ; and lastly, that the 
Collie should for ever have the power of nominating the 
President of Trinity Hall. Upon the acceptance of this pro- 
posal, which, was made about the year 1654, Dr. Stearne was 
appointed President, and expended above one hundred pounds 
on repairing the building, for the pur|>ose of accommodating 
physidans with a convenient place to meet in until the estab- 
lishing of a Collie of Physicians could be accomplished. By 
this arrangement the design of the Corporation was completely 
baffled, and the full intent and purpose of the original con- 
veyance carried into effect." 

The eju^est document known relative to the establishment 
of a Collie of Physicians in Ireland is the following letter 
from Charles I. to Viscount Falkland, Deputy Governor of 
Ireland, issued in 1626, — nine years subsequent to the foun- 
dation of the London College by James I. : — 
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" CHABLB8 Bbx — lUght trusty and w«ll beloved Cooaen 
and CouQcellor, Wee greete yon well. The zeale which our 
late deare Father, of blessed memory, hath always had to re- 
duce that our Kingdom of Ireland to civili^, and to ao uniforme 
manner of Government with this our Bealme of England, 
whereby the same n»y floorish to the Glory of God, our ho- 
nour, and the benefitt and oomfort of all our subjects and lo- 
habitanto, is not unknowne, nor can be hidden from so many 
as have observed the sundry alterations tending to that perfec- 
tion to which the same hath atbuned ranee the banning of 
our sfud Other's £eigne. For the better effecting whereof our 
Father was duly studious to establish in the said Kingdom 
such laudable and profitable things for Civill Administra- 
lioo, 03 might not onely oonforme the some to the Preeideat 
of this our Bealme of England, but also to propagate and ad- 
vance the honor and estimation of that our Kingdom : Wee, 
therefore, in imitation of so Royoll an example, have now taken 
into our consideration that the establishing and practice of 
Learning and humane Sciences is not a Httie available there- 
unto i and amongst others that laudable and necessary art of 
Fbysick, the practise whereof, as we are infonned, is daily 
abused in that our Kingdom by wandering ignonint mounte- 
banks and Empyricks, who, for want of restrwnt, do much 
abound, to the duly impaireing of tiie beelths, and Hazarding 
of the Lives in generall of our good subjects there. For the 
reformation of which abuse. Wee think it fitt, upon your re- 
commendation, and hereby doerequtre,and authorize you, with 
the advice of some of our learned Coundll there, by Letters 
patents to be made and past from us, our Heires and suc- 
cessors, under the great seole of that our B6alme~<To erect 
in our Citty of Dublin, in that our Kingdom, a colledge, so- 
ciety, and corporation of Physicians, according to the Rule and 
forme of the Charter heretofore granted to the Fbysidons in 
our Citty of Liondon for the incorporating of them. And also 
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to have nil and every suoK articlea and piiviledgea in oa ample 
and beneficiall maaner as the Phyaicians of oar Citty of London 
doe now lawfully enjoy by virtue of any Act of Parliament or 
Letters patents. And moreover, to erect the sud CoUedge, 
Society, and Corporation of Fhysioians by Bucb name of Foun- 
dation, and to be a body oonmstiDg of such and eo many pei^ 
BCHiB to be incorporated by sn6h names as to them, the said 
Fhyeitiaoe, shall seem meet to have a perpetuall continu- 
ance and saccesBion, with licence and authority to them and 
their aucceaaora for the better miuntenance of the said colledge 
and society, to purchase Mannora, Landa, Tenementa,and Uere- 
ditaments in that ourSealme in Mortmiune, not exceeding the 
yearly value of Forty pounds per annum Irish, To be houlden 
of us, our heirs and 8ucces6orB,as of our Castle of Dublin, in fi&ee 
and common soccage, and not in C^ite, norby knight'a service ; 
and likewise to purchase to them and their successors Goods 
and Chatties, reall and pereonall. And our further pleasure is 
to give power to the said sodety and corporation of Physicians 
to make such laws and ordinances for the Government and 
' well ordering of the said Colledge, and the persons members 
of that colledge, and profeamng Phynck within that Citty, and 
twentymile6thereof,andofthe Revenues and possessions there- 
of as they from time to time shall tlunk fitt, or as the colledge 
of Phyaidans in England may lawfully doe. And that the 
aaii Sodety and Corporation may alter or abrogate the said 
Lawa or ordinoncea, or any of them, and to make new, to the 
same effect, as they shall think good, ao aa the same be not re- 
pugnant to the Laws and Statutes of that our realme. And 
these our lettera shall be as well unto you, our Deputy and 
Chancellor there now being, aa to any other Deputy, Chief Go- 
vernor or Govemora, Chancellor or Keeper of the Great Scale 
of that our Kingdom, which bereafler for the time shall be, 
and to all other our officers and ministers there to whome it 
shall or may apperteyue, and to every of them, aufficient war- 
rant and discharge in that behalf. Given under our ^gnett at' 
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OUT pa]lsce of WeatmiiiBter, the fifth day of Augiut, in the 
second yeare of our B«igiie. 

" To our right trusty and well beloved couBin and coua- 
cellor the Lord Viscount Falkland our Deputy General! of oar 
realme of Ireland, and to our Chancellor there now being, and 
to any other Deputy, Chief Goremor or GovemorB, Chancellor 
or Keeper of the great seale of that our Kingdom, which here- 
after for the time shall be, and to all other our officers and mi- 
nisters there, to whome it shall or may apperteyne, and to 
every of them." 

Dr. William Bedell, shortly after his appointment to the 
Provostship ofTrinityCollege, wrote, in aletter to Archbishop 
Ussher, dated London, 1628 : — " At my being in Dublin there 
came to me one Dr. de Laune, a physician bred ia Immanuel 
College [Cambridge], who in speech with me discovered their 
purpose to procure a pittent, like to that which the College of 
PhyBi<nans hath in London." Li another letter, written from 
Homsheath, April 15, 1628, also addressed to Ussher, Bedell 
writes : — " I suppose it hath been an error all this while to ne- 
glect the faculties of Law and Physic, and attend only to the 
ordering of one poor College of divines." 

" Although," writes Dr. Aqailla Smith, " it does not ap- 
pear that any immediate benefit was derived by the physicians 
Irom the King's letter, still the intention of Provost Bedell to 
establish a faculty of Physic in Trinity College was not lost 
sight of; andaccordingly, in 1637,a Regius Professor of Physic 
was nominated. 

*■ The general interruption to public bumness which was 
caused by the breaking out of the Civil War created further 
delays; and the next and most important step yet taken towards 
the establishing a College of Phyucians in Ireland was the 
appointment of Dr. John Steame, about the year 1654, as 
Prendent of Trinity Hall, which was at that time set apart 
* lor the sole and proper use of physicians ;' and thus the 
matter stood until the Beatoration of Charles II., on the 29th 
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of May, 166). A new I^xrroet, Fellows, ' and Scholars were 
theo appointed in Trinity College ; and to them Dr. Steame 
renewed his proposals, on the 18th of February, 166f. The 
chief tenna of those propontions were, that Trinity Hall 
and the ground attached to it should be set apart in perpe- 
tuity fbr the advancement of tlie study of physic in Ireland ; 
and that Dr. Steame should be eonstituted President of the 
Hall during his life, and have the privilege of residing on the 
premises, or any other building which might hereafter be raised 
on the same ground ; that the President shall call into a 
fraternity able physicians, who, together with him, were to en- 
deavour to raise funds for additional buildings, and to procure 
a charter of incorporation for the physicians; that the nomi- 
nation of the Preudent of Trinity Hall should always remain 
with the Provost and Fellows of Trinity College; and lastly, 
that the President and ftatemity shall, if demanded, meet to 
consult upon the best means for the recovery of the Provost 
and Fellows, or their successors, whenever any of them shall 
happen to be sick. 

" These proposals were approved of by the Provost and FeU 
lows{ and a deed or instrument was ordered to be drawn np, 
binding each party to the performance of the conditions ; it 
was executed on the 22nd of the same month, but was after- 
wards cancelled, from what cause does not appear, and was re- 
newed and duly executed on the SSnd of April Ibllowtng; and 
Dr. Steame was thereby constituted President of Trinity Hall ; 
and on the 3rd of June, 1662, he was elected public Professor 
of Medicine in Trinity College during life, and was sworn into 
oflSce by the Vice-Chancellor on the following day. In the 
meantime the reqiuslte measures were taken for effecting the 
incorporation of a College of Physidans in Dublin; and on 
the 8th of August, 1667, the Physicians received their first 
charter fiom King Charles II. The title of the new corpo- 
ration was, ' The President and College c^ Fbyei(»ans,' which 
consisted of fourteen Fellows, inclodlng the Prendent, Dr. 
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Stearne, who was appoiated to that office. The seoond name 
in the list of Fellows is that of the celet»«ted Sir William Pett^, 
who w&e also a Fellow of the College of Fhysidans in London. 
[The other Fellows mentioned in the charter are Edward 
Dynham, Abraham Yamer, Joseph Waterbouse, William Cur- 
rer, Robert Waller, Thomas Maigetson, Nathaniel Heoehaw, 
Samuel S^clamore, Jeremiah Hall, Charles Willoughby, John 
Unmumque, John Cusacke.] The College had jurisdiction 
OTer the medictJ practitioners in 'Dublin, and within seven 
miles thereof; and no person without its license could practise 
medicine within these limits, under a penalty of fire pounds 
for each offence. The College was also authorized to have a 
common seal, and to sue and be sued in the name of the Pre- 
sident in any court of law in Ireland; and every clause was 
to be construed, as the charter expresses it, * in maximum ad- 
vantagium' of the College. They were empowered to acquire 
property to the value of £100 per annum ; to meet as often as 
they choose ; to make by-laws ; and elect Fellows, subject to 
the approval of the Lord lieutenant or his depu^. The 
Provost, Fellows, and Scholars of Trinity College, provided 
^ey settled Trinity Hall, and the lands apperttuning to it, on 
the College of Physidans, were, after the death of Dr. Steame, 
tohave the privilege of nominating a President annually, which 
election was also subject to the approval of the Lord Lieute- 
nant. ImmecUately after the incorporation of the Phy^cians, 
Trinity Hall was granted in trust to Matthew Barry and 
Lancelot Sandes, for the use of the College of Phydcians. 
And, aa one of the original articles had not been provided for 
in the charter, a new agreement was entered into, by which 
the College of Physidans were bound * to meet and con- 
sult, without fees, npon the best means for the recovery of Uie 
Provost and Fellows, and their successors, whenever they or 
any of them shall happen to be sick or diseased.' Dr. Steame 
having ftilfilled all the conditions required of him by the deed 
of 1661 , the Board of Trinity College, on the 9th of September, 
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1667> ordered to be entered od the Begistry, tliat Dr. St«anie 
had fnlly diBcharged the truet in him reposed." 

JobnSteitme,irho9e claima upon thegratitudeofthe medical 
pTofesedon in Ireland have hitherto been almost unknown, waa 
bom at Ardbraccan, in the county of Meath, on the 26th of 
November, 1 624, in the house of hia grand-uncle, James Ussber, 
then Bishop of Meath. In his fifteenth year he entered Trinity 
College, of which he became a Fellow ; he was a Doctor of 
Medicine, also of Canon and Civil Law; and in 1656 he was 
elected the first Hebrew Lecturer in the University. Dr. 
Steame was a man 'of profbnnd learning, and the author of 
eeveral works. From the subjects on which he wrote, it 
would appear, says Dr. A. Smith, " that he was more inclined to 
the study of Divinity than to that of his own profession; still 
it is certain that his medical pntctice was very considerable, 
for, in 16SS, at hia own request, the Provost and Fellows did, 
*in consideration of Dr. Steame's practice of physic, grant 
unto bim full liberty to lie in the dty of Dublin or elsewhere, 
whenever, in hb discretion, his phyncal employments shall re- 
quire hia abaence any night from the College.' And agiun, 
in 1661, the Board of Trinity College ordered that on account 
of the remoteneae of Trinity Hcdl from Trinity College, and 
Dr. Steame'a practice of phyeic, ' he shall not be penally 
obliged to be present at College prayers, unleaa he be there- 
unto specially required ; and that he receive his commons in 
money.' Nor were these the only &vourB conferred on him ; 
for, being a married man, he was granted a dispensation for 
holding his Fellowship and other College preferments, not- 
withstanding the Statutes. Dr. Steame died on the 18th of 
November, 1669, in the forty-fiflh year of his age, and was 
buried in the vaults of the College Chapel. A tablet erected 
to his memory ia still in good preservation, and may be seen 
affixed to the outer wall near the entrance to the vaulta, near 
the monument of Provost Browne ; and although it bears 
record of his b^g 'CoUegii Medicorum Prseeca primue,' his 



itizecy Google 



16 HJ8T0RT OF THB CITT OF DUBLIN. 

riglit to this difltinctioD hae been usually conferred on one of 
bis ancceasors." 

" On the 27th of Jaoiuuy, 167¥> notice was given to 
Trinity CoII^e that the Presidentship of the College of Phy- 
situana was vacant by their charter ; and Sir Abraham Yarner, 
Ent, was appointed. Dr. Ralph Howard, Public Prdfeesor 
of Medicine, was elected in 1674; and in 1677 he was suo- 
ceeded by Dr. Robert Waller ; and in 1681 Dr. Patrick 
Dud was chosen Pre^dent. In June, 1687, a circumstance 
occurred, which for a short time created some disBension 
between Trinity Collie and the PhysJciana. Dr. Connor 
and Dr. Dunn waited on tho Provost, and intjmated that Dr. 
Crosby bad been chosen President of the College of Physidans, 
and requested that the appointment might be confirmed. It 
appears that inl680certiuniu'ticlea had been agreed to bytJie 
College and the Physiciana, whereby each party was bound, 
under a penalty of £300, to the performance of the conditions 
mutually agreed on. By one of these articles Trinity College 
was obliged to confirm the nomination of a Freaident by the 
College of Physiciana, provided the person chosen was a Pro- 
testant of theChnrch of Ireland. On thb occa^on, Dr. Crosby, 
who had been elected, was a Roman Catholic, and the confirma- 
tion ofhia appointment waa refused by tbeProvost and Fellows. 
The PbyMoans forthwith proposed that the agreement of 1680 
should be cancelled, which offer was accepted, provided they 
would deliver up all the documents in thur custody relating 
to Trinity Hall ; and on offer waa alao made to make a lease of 
the Hall for forty years to the Physicians, on such terms as 
might be agreed on. On the 19th of May, 1688, the Phyu- 
dans again sought for a reason why Trinity College refused to 
confirm the nomination ofDr. Crosby, and the same reply was 
given as on the former occasion. It appears, then, that the 
College of Physicians was without a President firom 1687 to 
October the 18th, 1690, when Sir Patrick Dun was duly con- 
stituted President for the year following. A few years' ez- 
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periecce proved how msuffiaent were the powere conferred by 
the Charter towards the checkiDg of quackery and empiriosm, 
the practice of which had increased ; with a view to put a stop 
to these evils, the Fhyeuuaos presented a petition to Lord 
Viscooot Sydney) Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, praying that 
a new charter might be granted, similar to that of the Ix>ndon 
College ; and also Uiat they might have one of the forfeited 
houses for a CoUege Hell, and five or six acres of ground in 
the vicinity of Dublin, for the purpose of establishing a Pbysic 
Garden. The petition was referred to Sir John Temple, At- 
torney-General for Lvland, to report his o^nnion thereon ; 
and on the 3rd of September, 1692, be recommended that 
it might be forwarded to their Majesties ; and on the 29th of 
the same month Lord Sydney received the royal authority to 
have a new charter made out with as little delay as possible 
after the surrender of the old one. On the 14tb of December, 
1692, the original charter was surrendered by Dr. Duncan 
Cumyng to tlie Lord Chancellor; and on the 23rd of June 
in the following year the- College of Physicians received the 
new charter, and thereby acquired more extended privileges 
than they enjoyed before. This charter, together with sub> 
sequent Acts of Parliament, are the authorities under which 
the College'is at present constituted." 

Trinity Hall appears to have been demolished early in the 
last century : and a portion of its site is occupied by the Alms 
House of St. Andrew's Parish. The present Trinity-street, 
formerly known as " Trinity-lane," recoved its name from 
Trinity Hall, from which the hill on which St. Andrew's 
Church stands was also occanooally styled <* Trinity Mount." 

Various gardens, orchards, and a " madder garden," ex- 
isted in the immediate vicinity of Uoggen-green, in the reign 
of Charles I. Edmond Ludlow, Commander of the Forces 
in Ireland during the Protectorate, writing of the transactions 
herein 1659, says: — "Before my departure the Mayor and 
Aldermen of Dublin, having formed the Militia of that place, 

VOL. III. C 
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whereof both officers and soldiers had taken the engagement, 
they were desirous to give some publick expression of their 
affection to the Commonwealth ; and to that end, on the day 
Idesigned to embark, they drew their forces into the field, con- 
sisting of about twelve hundred foot, and one hundred and 
twenty horee, that I might view them, and report to the Par- 
liament their readiness to serve the public. Accordingly, the 
Commissioners, in their coaches, and I, with the officers of the 
army, on horseback, took a view of them as they were drawn 
up on the College-green, being all very well equipped, and 
drawn up in good order, and indeed so exact in the perfor- 
mance of their exerdse that one would have thought them to 
have been long in the service. Here they repeated their reso- 
lutions to serve the cause of God and their country, with the 
utmost of their endeavours, and promised to live and die with 
us in the assertion of our just rights and liberties. When 
they had finished their exercise, I took leave of each officer, at 
the head of his respective company, and went that evening to 
my house at Moncktown, in order to imbark for England. 
The Commissioners of the Parliament did me the honour to 
accompany me about half a mile out of town, and the officers 
of the army would have attended me to my house ; but, be- 
cause it was late I," adds Ludlow, " would not permit Sir 
Hardress Waller and the rest of the officers to go further 
than half way." 

In addition to " Chichester House," the history of which 
is given in the following chapter, there stood on College- 
green, in the reign of Charles II., the residences of two dis- 
tinguished noblemen, the Lords Charlemont and Cloncarty. 
William, second Viscount Charlemont, the most distinguished 
soldier produced by the Caulfeild family, with the exception 
of its founder, the gallant Sir Toby, was attainted in the 
Parliament of 1689, for having aided the Prince of Orange ; 
and during the progress of the northern campaign his estates 
in Ulster were reduced to a condition of complete sterility by 
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the Teteran Jacobite, Major Sir Teague ( Tadhg) O'B^piD. 
After the termination of the Irish wars of the Kevolution, he 
took a prominent part in the proceedings of the House of 
Liords> was appointed Colonel of a Regiment of Infantry, and 
Bubsequently highly distinguished himself in Spain, under the 
eccentric Earl of Peterborough. In the assault on Barcelona, 
in 170S, Lord Charlemont commanded the first brigade, at 
the head of which he stormed the town. At the uege of the 
almost impregnable city of Montjuich, be *' behaved with all 
imaginable bravery, and, at the attack of the fort, marched 
into the works at the head of his men, was near the Prince of 
Hesse when he fell, and continued during the heat of that 
action to perform his duty with great resolution ; which, when 
ended, the Earl of Peterborough presented hia Lordship and 
Colonel Southwell to the King of Spain, as officers who had 
done his M^esty ugnal service, for which they received his 
thankful acknowledgroents." Lord Charlemont, subsequently 
created a Major-General and Privy Councillor, died at hia 
house on CoU^e^reec, in 1726, and was then reputed to be 
the oldest nobleman in Great Britain, having been a peer for 
more than fifly-five years. 

The title of Earl of Clancarty was conferred, in 1658, on 
Bonogb, son of Viscount Muskerry, representative of the an- 
(uent hereditary Princes of Desmond, or South Munster. The 
Earl of Clancarty, " who," said the Duke of Ormond, " was 
the only person in the world from whom I never did, nor ever 
would have concealed the greatest and meet important secret 
of my soul," commanded the royal army in Mpnster during 
the wars of 1641, and served with distinction on the Conti- 
nent after the reduction of Ireland by Cromwell. 

A letter of the Duke of Ormond to the Earl of Arran, in 

January, 1681, mentions that a report was drculated that the 

former ** had been seen to receive the saCTament in the Romish 

way at his sister Clanoarty's" [on College^reen]. This he 

c2 
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strenuoiuly denied, and remarked that they might ae trnly 
Bwear that he had been " circumdsed in Christ Church ;" 
adding: — " The credulous that trust in prints wUI never hear 
or consider tliat I could have as oiauy masses and sacraments 
as I had a mind to, brought me, and more secretly, into my 
lodging, tlian to go anywhere abroad for them ; that the laity 
never have the sacrament given them (unless they are nek) 
but at mass; that masses are never sud but in the morning; 
and I defy any body to prove that ever I was to see my sister, 
this twenty years, but in an afternoon." In March, 1689, 
the Count IXAvaux " made his solemn entry into Dublin as 
ambassador from the French King ; proceeded from the Earl 
of Clancarty's house, near the College, attended by the guards, 
and a great number of Irish, and many officers and gentlemen, 
to the Castle," where, having audience of James II., he deli- 
vered a lengthened discourse in advocacy of the repeal of the 
Act of Settlement. 

By his wife, Eleanor Butler, sister of the Duke of Or- 
mond, the Earl of Clancarty had three sons: — Callaghan, 
his successor; Charles, Lord Muakerry, who fell in a bloody 
sea-fight with die Dutch, in 1665 ; and Justin Mao Cartfay, 
Lord Mountcashel, who married the second daughter of the 
great Earl of Strafford, was created Lieutenant-General of 
the Irish Jacobite troops, which he commanded during the 
northern war of 1689, and in the succeeding year headed the 
corps forming the first Irish Brigade in the service of France, 
where he died in 1694. Donogh Mac Carthy, third Earl of 
Clancarty, embraced the cause of James II., whom he actively 
BU|^rted in the field, and his regiment was consequently 
created a Boyal Regiment of Guards. He was also appointed 
s Lord of the Bedchamber, and entertained King James 
when he landed in Cork from France in 1689. After the 
evacuation of Dublin by the Jacobites, the Williamite Go- 
vernment took possession of " Clanoarty House" on College- 
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green, whence we find the Lords Justices &om that period 
dating their despatches and proclamatioDa, and we are told 
that— 

" Thundaj, the 20th October, 1690, being the annirersaiy 
of the former Irish BebellioD, which broke out in this Kingdom 
on the 23rd of October, 1641, was observed in this city with 
great solemnity. The Lords Justices, attended by all the 
Lords spiritual and temporal, judges, officers of the army, 
and others the gentry in and about the tuty of Dublin, went 
from Clancarty House to St. Patrick's Church, with the 
King-at-Anne, Herald-at-Arms, and other officers in their 
formalities. AAcr an excellent sermon they returned in the 
like order, where a splendid entertainment was prepared. At 
the second course at dinner, the King and Herald-at-'Arms, 
with the maces before them, came before the Lords Jaetices, 
and in Latin, French, and English prochumed their Ma- 
jesties' titles, as on such solemnities is usual. The day was 
ended with ringing of belle, bonfires, and othe^ demonstrations 
of public joy." 

" Hie Mi^esty's birthday (4th November, 1690) was 
observed here with all the splendour this aty could afibrd. 
The Militia thereof, consisting of 2500 foot, two troops of 
horse, and two troops of dragoons, all well clothed and armed, 
were drawn out and gave several voUies. In tfae evening 
there was a very fine fire-work before the Lords Justices' 
house, on CoDege-green, daring which a hogshead of claret, 
set oat in the street by order of the Lords Justices, was by 
the people drunk out in th^r Majesties' healths. Most of the 
Nobility and Gentry in and about the city were invited by 
the Lords JnsticeB to a splendid entertainment and banquet, 
and the day ended with ringing of bells, bonfires in all 
parts of the dty, and all o&er demonstrations of public joy and 
satiefiiction. The next day, being the anniyeraary of the 
Popish Powder-plot, the Lords Justices, attended by the 
nobility, judges, and otiier persons^ of quality in town, with 
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the King and Herald^at-annB, and the ensigns of honour car* 
ried before them, went to St. P&triok'a Church, and, after 
their return irom thence, the Lords Justices gave the nobility, 
&c., a great enterttunment. Their Majesties' titles being, at 
the second course, proclaimed in Latin, French, and English, 
by the King-at-Arms, as on such solemnities is usual. The 
great guns were discharged at the same time (as they were the 
day before), and that the common people might share in the 
satis&ctioD of this day, the Lords Justices ordered an ox to 
be roasted whole, which, with a hogshead of strong beer, was 
g^ven among them; and at night the public joy was expressed 
by bonfires, with all other demonstrations of it becoming the 



Among the " Lanesborough Manuscripts," In the Library 
of Trinity College, Dublin, is extant a short poem, entitled, 
" Advice to a Painter to draw the late Ball at Clancarty 
House." 

The E^l of Clancarty was taken prisoner at Cork by 
Marlborough, in 1690, and imprisoned in the Tower of 
London, from which he escaped to France in 1694, having 
been appointed by James II. to succeed Sarsfield, Earl of 
Lucan, as Commander of the Second Irish Troop of Guards. 
His vast estates, equivalent at the present day to £200,000 
per annum, were seized by Croinwellian and Williamite colo- 
lonists, and he died in exile at Altona, in 1734. His son, 
whose title was indisputable, owing to his having been a 
minor at the Revolution, and claiming under a marriage set- 
tlement, endeavouTed to recover his patrimonial estates, but 
his efforts were rendered alntrtive by the devices of the colo- 
nial occupants, who procured an Act outlawing all lawyers 
who should undertake his cause. " Of the race ofEogkan 
M6r," wrote Charles O'Conor, " the Mac Carthys were the 
first and the greatest : the oldest Milesian family in Ireland, 
and one of the most celebrated. Out of the wrecks of time 
and fortune, Donogh, the late Earl of Clancarty, had re- 
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served in bis ftmily an estate of ten or twelve thousand pounds 
a year ; a iur poseeseion of more than two thousand years' 
standing, the oldest, perfaapa, in the world, but forfeited in 
the days of our fathers. Robert, the present [I760J Earl of 
Clancarty, a nobleman of the strictest probity, a sea officer 
of the greatest valour and experience, lives now abroad, on an 
exhibi^on unworthy of his family and merit, the hard &te of 
one worthy of a better." 

In 1696 the Countess Dowager of Clancarty resided in 
Dover-street, London. Clancarty House was standing ou 
Coll^e-green so late as the year 1743. 

" As I passed from the King's Stationer," writes John 
Dunton in 1698, '* I met with an honest gentleman, with 
whom I was formerly acqutunted in London ; 'twas iny worthy 
friend Dr. Smith, of College-green, near Dublin; his cha^ 
meter is above my pen, yet I may venture to say he is a man 
of extraordinary sense, and the only physician I Oeeire to 
commit the care of my health to in the whole country: he 
invited roe to his bouse, and when I came be gave me a hearty 
welcome ; and for his treat, though 'twas very genteel, yet 
noUiing seemed so agreeable to me as the Doctor's company." 

On College-green resided Sir Edward Barry, Bart., M.D., 
author of " A Treatise on a Consumption of the Lungs ; with 
a previous Account of Nutrition, and of the Structure and 
Use of the Lungs:" Dublin: 1726, 8vo, pp. 227; second 
edition published at London in 1727. Dr. Barry was one of 
the founders of the Pbysico-Historical Society;" and was ap- 
pointed, in 1745, Fhyudan-General of the Army in L-eland. 
Benjamin Victor, in 1760, describes Dr. Barry as the most 
eminent phydcian then in Dublin, and mentions that he had 
been some years previously a resident in Cork. Writing from 
Dublin, in 1 753, to Spranger Barry, who is said to have been 
related to Dr. Barry, Victor says : " At present the best part 
of my agreeable philosophical hours here are spent in College- 
green, with my worthy friend Doctor Barry, with whom I sup 
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every SiuuUy evening through the year; you may guess 
that you are often our favourite subject — and some late very 
whimdcal accounts of yon have afforded us matter of specula- 
tion; however, you know, at all events, we are your &st 
friends." Dr. Barry was Professor of Phyno in Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, and published at London, in 17G9, "A Treatise 
on the three different Digestions and IMscharges of the Human 
Body, and the Diseases of their principal Organs," pp. 434. 
Of this work a second edition appeared in 1763. Boswell 
chronicles Dr. Samuel Johnson having, with reference to Dr. 
Barry's system of physic, observed : ' ' He was a man who had 
acquired a high reputation in Dublin, came over to England, 
and brou^t his reputation with him, hut had not great suc- 
cess. His notion ires, that pulsation oocasiofls death hy attri- 
tion, and that, therefore, the way to preserve life is to retard 
pulsation ; but," added JohnsoD) " we know that pulsation is 
strongest in infants, and that we increase in growth vhile it 
oi)a«teB in its regular course, so it cannot be the cause of de> 
etrucdon." Sir Edward Barry died at B^ in 1776, having, 
in the previous year, published " Observations, HistoricsJ, 
Critical, and Medical, on the Winee of the Ancients, and on 
the Analogy between them and Modem Wines ; with Obser- 
vations on ^e Prin^ples and Qualities of Waters, and parti- 
oulariy those of Bath." 4to, Londoo : 1775- 

Cornelius Magrath, the Irish giant, was exhibited at the 
" Sceptre and Cushion," on College-green, where he died in 
1760. He was bom near Silvermines, in Tippeiary, in 1736, 
of obscure parents, and suddenly grew, in the space of one 
year, from five to upwards of seven feet. " His hand was as 
large as a middling shoulder of mutton ; and the last of his 
shoe, which he carried about him, measured fifteen inches." 
He ezhibitod himself in the prindpat towns of Great Britain 
and the Continent ; and Bianchi, a physician at Florence, 
wrote a treatise concerning him on his visit to that <uty. A 
fever, contracted in Flanders, was supposed to have been the 
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remote cause of Magrath'B death : his body was depodted in 
the Anatomy Uouee of Trinity College, where a lecture wm 
delivered upon it. He had received much kindnese from 
Berkeley, Bishop of Cloyoe, who retained him for Bome time 
in bi» boooe. We are told that Magratb always ate and drank 
moderately ; his complexion was pale and brUow ; and his 
pulse beat raxty times in a nunute. 

Among the booksellers in College-gieen were William 
Winter (1680), '■ aPthe Lord Primate's Head ;" Joseph Kay, 
printer of a newspaper called the " Dublin Intelligence," the 
first Number of which was issued on the 30th of September, 
1690; Neal aod Munwaring, at " Corelli's Head," oppo»te 
Anglesey-street (1737), mnuc poblishers, — the latter, Bai^ 
tholomew Munwaring, an accomplished musidan, died in 
1758; J. P. Droz (1744-49), editor of the " Literary Jour- 
nal," already noticed; J. Milliken (1771-73); Patrick Byrne, 
at Mo. 35, comer of Church-lane (1778-84), remarkable for 
his Bubseqaent political connexions ; John Magee, at No. 41 
( 1 777-^9), an extennve lottery broker, publisher of" Magee's 
Weekly Packet, or Hope's Lottery Journal of News, Politicks, 
and Literature," first issued in June, 1777, and with each of 
itB early numbers was given a lottery ticket, for a chance of a 
prize of £50. Magee was also proprietor of the " Dublin 
Evening Poet," in which, in 1789, he published various 
satires on Richard Daly, Patentee of the Theatre Boyal, and 
Francis Higgios. The latter, known by the appellation of the 
" Shua Squire," was, it has been observed, a angular instance 
of what may be d<Hie in life by strict attention to private ends, 
without r^ard to the means. ** Bom t^ obecure parents, 
Higgins rose through the suocesuve stations of errand-boy, 
ehoe-blaok, and wait^ in a porter's house, to an attorney's 
clerk, in which atuation his talents were not confined to the 
desk : his mast«-'s pleasures found an attentive minister in 
him, and he found additional profits in his master's pleasures. 
He soon began to look for money and connexions, and fixed 
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bis mind on ibe daughter of a very respectable and opulent 
^tizen of Dublin, who was a Catholic. He procured an intro- 
duction to the family, through a priest, whom he deceived in 
declaiing himself the ^nly son of a gentleman of £3000 a year, 
the nephew of a counsellor and a Member of the Irish Parlia- 
ment, whose presumptive heir, as having no children, he also 
was. He feigned a wish to conform to the Catholic religion, 
in which he had been christened, though educated a Protes- 
tant, thinking thereby to ingratiate bimaelf with the family, 
and was received into the Catholic Church. The imposture 
was soon detected, and Mr. Higgins confined to gaol, where 
he improved the only real knowledge he ever possessed, which 
was the lowest art of Crown law. He afterwards became an 
attorney. He then attended gaming tables and brothels. He 
drew great advanti^es by lending money to the unfortunate 
adreuturers, and managing to defend or keep off prosecutions 
from the infamous supportera of those receptacles of infamy. 
In his speculations towards advancement he considered the 
command of a newspaper as an eesentitd weapon, both oflen- 
uve and defensive. To attain this very necessary article he 
insinuated himself into the acqumntance and confidence of the 
proprietor of a print then in some degree of estimation, the 
' Freeman's Journal,' This gentieman was in very embar- 
rassed (»rcumstanoes. Mr.Higginslent him£50, and, watching 
his opportunity, when he thought his distress at the height, 
suddenly arrested him for the money : to procure his liberty he 
was glad to transfer to his creditors the property of the pnper 
for one-fourth of its value. This paper [the history of which 
has been given in the eighth chapter of our first volume] had 
hitherto been prominently conspicuous on the patriotic side of 
the question, and was therefore the more saleable a commo- 
dity in the hands of this new proprietor. He made his terms 
with the CasUe, and from that time forward his paper was Uie 
most subservient to, and therefore the most &voured by, the 
Minister." 
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Hif^tDS " had the address, hy coaree flattery aod osButued 
arrogance, to worm himself into the mtimftcy of several persons 
of rank, fortune, and consequence in the coantry, who de- 
meaned themselves by thw obsequiousness to his art, or sold 
theiOBetves to him for his unqualified enterpiiee in maligning 
their enemies, or bearing them out of difficultiee and disgrace. 
This man, ready for every job for which be should be paid, 
under some natural suspioons that the return of the Marquis 
of Buckingham to assume the Viceregency of Ireland would 
not be attended by any particular demonstrations of joy, had 
hired a mob to wait his arrival, and had supplied a proper 
number of them with silken corda and hameaa to draw him in 
his carriage to the Castle, under the fastidious deceit of mer- 
cenary popidarity and triumph." 

Chief Baron Yelverton's opinion of this notorious ch^ 
racter was expressed in the following terms, on occasion of 
cooDsel reminding Um that the printer of the " Freeman's 
Journal" awuted judgment for havmg published a libellous 
paragraph on the Court of Exchequer : — " If you had not men* 
tioned the afiiur,"8iid his Lordship, " the Court would not have 
oondeecended to recollect its in8igni6cance, but would have 
passed it by, as it has done every other paragraph, whether of 
pruse or censure, that has appeared in that paper, with the most 
supreme contempt. Let the fellow return to his master's em- 
ployment ; let his master exalt &vourite characters ; and if there 
be any mean enough to take pleasure in hia adulation, let him 
continue to spit his venom against everything that b praise- 
worthy, honourable, or dignified in human nature. Let him 
not presume to meddle with the courts of justice, lest, for- 
getting his baseness and insignificance, they should at some 
time condescend to inflict a merited punishment .upon him." 

In the satires pnbHshed in 1789 in the ** Evening Post," 
Daly, under the name of " Richardo," or " Young Rosdus," 
was depicted as a ruined gambler, seeking to retrieve his for- 
tunes by inlamous expedients in connexion with Higgins, 
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styled '* FraDcisco," who succeeded in obhuning from the 
Chief Justice, Lord Earlsfort, Babsequently Lord Cloumel, 
a fiat against Magee for £2000, to which extent he swore his 
character had been damaged hj those publioatioDs. A judge's 
fiat, it may be meotiooed, was a warrant or authority to the 
officer of the Court to issue a writ marked in such sum as the 
fiat directed, on which writ the defendiuit could be arrest«d, 
and should either find bail to the amount of tiiat sum, or re- 
main in pri«on. The Chief Justice also granted fiats against 
Magee for £4000 at the suit of Daly, and fen- £1800 on the affi- 
davits of Higgins' assodates, John Brennan, and Miss Frances 
Tracey, whose characters were aspersed in a letter published in 
the " Evening Post," dated fixtm " Pluto's Bc^ons." In their 
affidavits these parties did not state a single instance of actual 
or specific damsge, nor swear to any real or substantial loss ; 
the Judge was consequently much censured for having thus 
issued fiaU to the collective amount of £7800 agunst Magee, 
towards whom be was believed to heax ill-will for having per- 
sonally abused lum in his own papers, and who at this period 
was under a criminal information in his own Court, at the 
relation of Higgins. 

Magee, who styled bimsdf the "Man of Ireland," at first 
behaved in an eccentric and violent manner, reviling the 
Judge in his paper, challenging him to send his officers to 
arrest him on Essex-bridge, and declaring that he could find 
bail for half a million sterling. Eventually, however, the law 
requiring that each of the two sureties in such cases should 
swear himself worth twice the sum for which lie became bail, 
the a^regate amount of which, in this instance, would have 
been £31,200, — Magee, being unable to furnish security to 
such aa extent, was lodged in gaol. He was, howevo-, subse- 
quently libemted on surety for £4000 ; and on his applica- 
tion in Michaelmas Term, he was admitted to bail for £500. 

" Lord Clonmel had a villa named Temple Hill, dose to 
Sea-point, which," writes Lord Cloncurry, " was mode the 
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Bcene of an mgenioos stroke of vengeance by John Magee, 
then printer of the " DuUin Evening Post Newspaper." 
Mr. Magee thought himBelf made the aubject of undue seve- 
rity on the part of the Bench. "Hecertunly was subjected to 
a very rigoroos imprisonment, in efforts to alleviate the hard- 
flhips of which, I," says Lord Cloncurry, " myself took an 
active part, and with some success, but not suffiuent to o1>- 
literate from the prisoner's mind the obligations he thought 
himself under to the Chief Justice. This debt weighed hea- 
vily upon his conadeoce, and no sooner bad his term of 
oonfinement expired, than he announced his intention of 
clearing off all scores. Accordingly, he had advertisements 
posted about the town, stating that he found himself the 
owner of a certain sum (I think it was £14,000), £10,000 of 
which he had settled upon his family, and the balance it was 
his intention, * with the blessing of Grod, to spend opon Ix>rd 
Clonmel.' In pursuance of this determination, he invited all 
his fellow-citizens to a * bra pleasura' [la BpeoJ pleopupo — 
a day of great amusement] to be held upon a certain day [in 
Augnat, 1789] in tiie Gelds immediately adjoining Temple 
Hill demesne. 

" I recollect," continues Lord Cloncurry, " attending npon 
the occanon, and the fSte certainly was a strange one. Se- 
veral thousand people, including the entire disposable mob of 
Dublin, of both sexes, assembled as the guests at an early 
hour in the morning, and proceeded to enjoy themselves is 
tenta and booths erected for the occasion. A variety of sports 
were arranged for their tunusement, such as climbing poles for 
prizes, running in sacks, grinning through horse-collars [asses 
dressed up with wigs and scarlet robes, dantnng-dogs in gowns 
and wigs as barristers], and soforth, until at length, when the 
crowd had obtained ita maximum dennty, towards the after- 
noon, the grand scene of the day was produced. A number 
of active pigs, with their tula shaved and soaped, were let 
loose, and it was announced that each pig should become the 
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property of any one who could catoh and bold it by the elip- 
pery member. A scene impoauble to describe immediately 
took place; the pigs, frightened and hemmed in by the crowd 
in all other directions, rushed through the hedge which then 
separated the grounds of Temple Hill from the open fields ; - 
forthwith all their pursuers followed in a body, and, continu- 
ing Uieir chase over the shrubberies and parterres, soon re- 
venged John Magee upon the noble owner." 

These assemblies, although productive of the greatest 
annoyance to Lord Clonmel, were not sufficiently riotous to 
be termed a public nuisance, being held in Magee's own field, 
which his Lordship had omitted to purchase when be built his 
house. 

In Hilary Term Magee's case and the subject of fiats 
were brought before the Court, which ruled that he should 
again provide special bail to the extent of £4000 ; but M^ee 
by afiidavit deposed that he had suffered so much from the 
libels pubhshed by Hig^ns in the " Freeman's Journal," that 
he could not procure surety for more than £000. 

The public, knowing the anxiety of the Judge to be clear 
of the t&tes of his tormentor, suspected that *' he could have no 
qualms of conscience in giving justice full scope, by keeping 
lum under the eye of the Marshal, and consequently an ab- 
sentee from " Fiat Hill," for a good space of time. Magee 
was brought up for judgment, and pleaded himself, in mitiga- 
tion, that be was ignorant of the publication, not having been 
in Dublin when the libel appeared ; which, in fiust, he added, 
Lord Clonmel well knew. He had been, indeed, entertun- 
ing the dtizens under the Earl's windows, and saw his Lord- 
ship peeping out from the side of one of them the whole of 
that day ; and next morning he bad overtaken bis Lordship 
riding into town. * And by the same token,' continued 
Mi^ee, ' your Lordship was riding cheek-by<jowl with your 
own brother, Matthias Scott, the tallow-chandler from Water- 
ford, and audibly discussing the price of fat, at the very 
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tnoment I ptissed you.' Lord Cloomel and Matthias Scott 
vied with each other which had the largest and most hangiag 
piur of cheeks — vulgarly called jowle. His Lordship's chin 
was a treble one, whilst Matthias's was but doubled ; but 
then it was broader and bung deeper than his brother's. There 
was no standing this — a general laugh was inevitable, and his 
Lordship, with that address for which he was so remarkable, 
aflecBng to commune a moment with bis brother Judges, stud 
' it was obvious, from the poor mBo's manner, that he was 
not just then in a state to receive definitive judgment, that 
the paroxysms should be permitted to subside before any sen- 
tence could be properly pronounced. For the present, there- 
fore, he should only be given into the care of the Marshal, 
till it was ascertained how fer the state of his intellect should 
regulate the Court in pronouncing its judgment.' The Mar> 
shal saw the crisis, and hurried away Mngee before he had 
further opportunity of incen«ng the Chief Justice. 

The practice of the Court, allowing the plaintiff three 
terms before requiring him to try his action, afforded Higgins 
and Daly the power of keeping their opponent In prison for 
nineteen months in default of bail. Magee, meanwhile, be- 
haved with much eccentritnty. Having sent his compliments 
to Lord Clonmel, with an assurance that his health was much 
improved dnce *' he had got hts heels out of Newgate," the 
Chief Justice ordered an inquiry to be immediately instituted 
as to the means by which he had effected hb escape, but it 
was found that he merely alluded to the custom he had adopted 
of sitting with bis feet cased in scarlet slippers, protruded 
through the wmdow of his cell. He also contrived to injure 
Lord Clonmel severely by bribing persons to turn a large body 
of scalding water upon the Judge while io a public bath. 
Magee accused Daly of having killed a billiard-marker; 
avowed his intention of having him hanged for the murder; 
and, from what he styled his " Fiat Dungeon," sent the Pa- 
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tentee'a wife a picture of Higgios, begging she would oblige 
him bj affixing in her cabinet " the portrut of the most in- 
fernal Tilbun yet unhanged — except the muiderer of the honest 
marker.** 

Magee petitioned the House of Commons for relief, on the 
ground of having been ill^ally deprived of hia liberty by the 
Chief Justice and Court of King's Bench refusing to admit 
him to bul for £500. His case, and the abuse <^ the practice 
of issuing fiats for unreasonable amounts in actions of slander, 
was brought before the Commons, early in 1790, by George 
Fonsonby, who proposed a resolution, — that the Chief Jus- 
tice of the Court of King's Bench, in ordering a Capiat ad 
mpondendtan agiunst John Magee, on the affidavit of Richard 
Daly, marked £4000, acted illegally. In discussing the sub- 
ject in the House, Dr. Arthur Browne observed that the 
'* power of fiats had been particularly directed against printers ; 
whoever presumed to print or publish without the leave, or 
not under the direction, of Francis Higgins, was in great 
danger of a fiat : numbers of printers had been run down by 
fiats, whom the public never beard of. John Magee was 
more sturdy, and therefore his sufferings made more noise. 
What gentleman in the kingdom could find such bml as 
£30,000? It amounted to perpetual imprisonment. The 
name, the terrific name, of Fiat, — a name which threatens 
to be as formidable as general warrants, or lettres de cachet, 
—has," continued Browne, " but recently assumed its ter- 
rors ; it was not till of late years that the innocent and 
peaceful dtizen discovered and lelt that there vras a power 
in this country, wluch, while he was unconscious of crime, 
and unembarrassed with debt, could sme him in the public 
streets, on the way home to hia expecting fitmily, and drag 
him with insult or ignominy to slavery and a prison ; a power 
wluch oould at pleasure destroy the credit of the merchant, 
and tear the farmer fW>m his labours, — a complaisant power, 
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which, b; pladng an implidt confidence in an absurd and vil- 
laaoos accuser, might be ready to become the instrument of 
malice and the ori^n of ruin." - 

The proposed vote of censure on the Chief Justice was 
rejected through the Government influence in the House of 
Commons, which referred the fiats and affidavits in the case 
to a Grand Committee of the Courts of JusUce, before which 
George Ponsonby discussed the question at great length, and 
proposed a resolution that the issuing of write, by the order of 
a judge, to hold defendants to bul in large sums of money 
in actions of slander, where no actual and specific damage is 
sworn to in the affidavits upon which such writs were issued, 
— was, as the same had been practised of late, illegal, and 
subversive of the liberty of the subject. This motion was got 
rid of by the Attorney-General moving that the Chairman of 
the Committee should leave the chair, which was carried on a 
division. The result of these proceedings tended to increase 
the unpopularity of the Administration of the time, as the 
public had taken up, with much interest, the case of Magee, 
who had been sanguine of obtaining relief from Parliament. 

AfW many delays, and long incarceration, Magee was, in 
June, 1790, brought to trial beforeLordClonmel, on Daly's fiat 
for £4000. Five counsel, among whom were Arthur Browne 
and George Ponsonby, defended Magee ; whikt Daly rettuned 
eleven of the most eminent lawyers of the Irish Bar, including 
John Philjrat Curran, Beresford Burston, Hon. Simon Butler, 
and Sergeant Duquery. Daly laid his damages at £8000 ; 
but although a variety of newspapers and letters not alleged 
in the original affidavit were allowed to be read in evidence 
against Magee, the Jury returned a verdict for only £200. 

Magee was subsequently detained for some time in gaol 
under a sentence passed upon him by Lord Clonmet lor con- 
tempt of Court; his imprisonment and persecurions were be- 
lieved to have had a very prejudicial effect upon his mind. 

The other booksellers on College-green were Stewart, 
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Douglas, and Spotewood, oppoeite Anglesey- street, publishers 
of the " Dublin Chronicle" (1770) ; WiUiam Spotswood, No. 
40, publisher of the " Independent Chronicle and Universal 
Advertiser" (1777) ; Antoioe Gema, No. 31, next to the 
Post-office (1787-95), a dealer in foreign books sod master 
of a news-room ; John Shea, of the " Lyceum," No. 42, pub- 
lisher of the " ConstJtation ot Anti-Union Evening Post," 
commenced in 1799; Jobn Rice, No. 2 (1791-97); James 
Moore,No. 45(1786), publisher of the "Anti-Union," a pqwr 
established on the model of the " Antj-Jacobin," by Bur^ 
rowes, Plunket, Busbe, Wallace, GooM, and Smyly. Robert 
Emmet appears also to have been a contributor to this paper, 
tJie first Number of vrhich was issued on the 27th December, 
1798, and the last aa the 9th March, 1 799- Moore, who was 
also a lottery broker, published the Irish Parliamentary de- 
bates, and several pamphlets and speeches ag^nst the Union, 
but betrayed the confidence reposed in him by selling a quan- 
tity of manuscript and printed Anti-Union productions, to 
Lord Castlereagh, by whom they were destroyed. One of the 
largest works pubHsbed by Moore was an edition of the " En- 
cycloptedia Britannica," in twenty volumes, quarto. At No. 5, 
College-green, the comer of Anglesey-street, was tlie "Apollo 
Circulating Library," kept in 1798 by Vincent Dowling, one 
of the ablest and wittiest writers connected with the Irish 
journals of his time. The greater parts of the Irish Parlia- 
mentary Debates extant were reported entirely from memory 
by Dowling, who published a large number of ballfids and 
jeux dhprit against the proposed Union with Great Britun, 
and was the principal author of his periodical, entitled, " Pro- 
ceedings and Debates of the Parliament of Pimlico [IreUnd], 
in the last Session of the Eighteenth Century. Tripilo : pub- 
lished by tJie Executors of Judith Freel, late Printer to his 
Dalkeian Majesty, and sold at 6, College -green, and by all the 
Flying Stationers. Price Four Camacks." In his advertise- 
ment Dowling stated that, '■ considering tlie eventful crisis 
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which, at the ooQclonon of the eighteenth century, has me- 
naced the existence of bo many old and settled ayetems and 
senates, the Editor resolved at least the Parliament of Pimlioo 
should not rank into the common grave of oblivion without 
leaving some printed record of it« existence, and to show that 
while the &tal period of its annihilation approached, and the 
rottenness of its pillars gave awful presage of its speed; ruin, 
there were not wasting some sound and sturdy columns to 
support its existence to the last, and some honest understand- 
ings and candid tongues to develope and expose the artifices of 
party, and demarh the line which divides between self-interest 
and public spirit." 

In this production the House of Lords is styled " the 
House of Nobs ;" the Chancellor taking his seat on the Wool- 
sack is described as the " the MufU taking the meal-bag i" 
the name of Ozmantown is applied to England; and that of 
<* his Dalkeian Majesty" to Geoi^ III. ; while the various 
Memba« of FBTliament are de«gnated in the following man- 
ner ; — Archbishop of Cmmlio, Dr. Charies Agar, Archbishop 
of Dublin ; Dr. Syntax, Dr. Browne of Trinity College; Se- 
cretaiy Slender, Lord Castlereagh; Mr. Navalcourt, Sir 
Jonah Barrington ; Dr. Virus, Dr. Patrick Duigenan ; Mr. 
Turf, Thomas Connolly; Mr. Gracchus, Henry Grattan, &c. 

The debates were paraphrased by Dowling with much 
ability, and conttun numerous local allusions applied with ad- 
mirable wit and propriety. 

This publication was succeeded by Dowlmg's *' Olio, or 
Anythingarian Miscellany," in the second Number of which 
appeared the ballad of " Mary Le More," by George Nugent 
Reynolds, to whom the anthomhip of l^e "Exile of Erin" has 
been ascribed. 

Dowling, having tried in Dublin, with ill success, a variety 
of undertakings, including a coffee-bouse, a registry office for 
procuring situations, and a Company for insuring persons 
agtunst being drawn for the Militia, went, after the Union, to 
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London, where for a time he wm reduced to n very low state 
of finances, until relieved by joining some of his fellow-towns- 
men in a society formed by them in England, for public 
theological discussions, in which he took a prominent part, 
and finally become connected with the *' IHmea" newspaper. 
Uis Bon, Vincent George Dowling, educated in Dublin, occa- 
sionally asfflsted him in his duties for the " Times." 

Soon afterwards V. G. Dowling engaged with the "Star;" 
in 1804 he commenced bis connexion with Mr. Clement by 
becoming a contributor to the " Observer ;" and in 1809 he 
transferred his servicee from the " Star" to the *' Day" news- 
paper. Dowling was present on the lobby of the House of Com- 
mons, in 1812, when Mr. Percival was shot, and was the first 
person who seized Bellinghnm, whom he had often sat by on the 
gallery of the House. Jerdan, in his " Autobiography," erro- 
neously cliiitns to have himself been the captor of Bellingham, 
adding that Dowling was among the earliest of the crowd 
who came up after the seizure. Dowling made many extra- 
ordinary efforts to secure priority of intelligence at a period 
when great personal courage and physical endurance were 
required to overcome the numerous difficulties which existed 
before r^lway expresses, sea-going steam-boats, and electric 
telegraphs, had come into operation. Thus, when Queen 
Caroline was about to return from the Continent, afler the 
accession of George IV., Dowling proceeded to France to 
record her progress for the " Observer." On the day before 
the Queen arrived, he, at the request of her principal atten- 
dants, having agreed to bring her despatches to England, put 
to sea in an open boat, pulled by five Frenchmen, and suc- 
ceeded in arriving in London with the first news, although, 
owing to the night bdng stormy, he was nearly twelve hours 
in crossing the Channel, having had to make a long stretch 
up the French coast before he could attempt it with safety. 

In 1824, Dowling became editor of " Bell's Life in Lon- 
don," and to his uncearang exertions, during eighteen years. 
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has been universoU; aBcribed the Bucceee of that Jounial. 
Dowlbg claimed to have been the author of the plan on which 
the Dew police Bystem was organized, the details of which, 
even to the naioea of the officers, inepectors, seijeants, &c., 
were published by him in " Bell's Life" nearly two years beibre 
they were brought forward for public adoption by Sir Robert 
Peel. He died on the 25th of October, 1852, from pamlyus and 
dropsy, having been for many years Chnirman of the Board 
of Guardians of the Strand Union, London, and Trustee and 
Manager of the Holbom Estate Charity of the parish of St. 
Clement Danes. 

The house of Vincent Dowling, Sen., in College-green, 
has been, for a considerable time, an office of the Boy.al Ex- 
change Insurance Company. 

John Allen, a mercer, of No. 36, College-green, was tried 
and acquitted of high treason, at Maidstone, in 1798 ; and in 
1803 engi^ed deeply in Robert Emmet's plans, after the 
future of which he escaped from the coast of Dublin, entered 
the French army, and rose, by his services, to the rank of 
Lieutenant. Hb gallant conduct at Aetorga, under the Duke 
d' Abrantes, was rewarded by a colonelcy ; he was subsequently 
taken prisoner by the Spaniards, and, after his liberation by 
exchange, he joined Napoleon in 1813: in the succeeding 
year the English Government specially demanded that Allen 
should be given up to them, but the French soldiers, to whose 
custody he was committed, connived at his escape, after which 
he retired to Normandy, and there passed the latter part of 
his life. 

Towards 1776 a proposal was made to erect a monument 
to Swift on CoUege-green, and, about 1772, the building of 
Law Courts in this locality was contemplated. 

The General Post-office of Dublin was removed, in 1783, 
from Fownes'-court to the south-eastern side of College- 
green. While the Irish Post-office was under the control of 
England, its expenditure exceeded it« revenue, and its aSairs 
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were so badly maDaged that tnan; considerable places po»- 
sessed so post^fEcee, and others were so poorly supplied that 
a letter by a cross post was most uncertiuD. In the county 
of Kerry there was but one poat>«ffice, and Leitrini possessed 
no post-office whatever ; between Limerick and Cork, a dis- 
tance of fifty miles, the post took a drcuU of one hundred and 
fifty miles ; letters between Cork and Mallow, fourteen miles 
by ^rect road, were carried by way of Ctonmel, thus making 
the post route eighty miles. These defects could not be re- 
medied while the Post^ifiSce was under English management, 
but after Ireland had asserted her independence, the Irish Par- 
liament passed an Act, in 1783-84, establishing "one general 
letter-office and post-office in some convenient place within 
the city of Dublin, with sub-offices throughout this kingdom, 
from whence all letters and packets whatsoever to and from 
places in Ireland or beyond the seas, might be with speed and 
expedition sent, received, and despatched" ; and enacting that 
the persons nominated Postmaster-General of Ireland, secre- 
tary, treasurer, accountant-general, resident surveyor, and 
controller of the sorting-office, should receive their appoint- 
ments by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Ireland. 
The office of Postmaster-General of Ireland was, in 1784, con- 
ferred on James Viscount Clifden, in conjuncUon with William 
Brabazon Ponsonby ; John Lees being at the same time ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

The detiuls connected with the establishment and organi- 
zation of an independent Iriali Post-office were sedulously 
cared by the Parliament of Ireland, which, in 1783-4, regu- 
lated its affiurs by the elaborate Statute, 23 and 24 Geo. III. 
cap. I7, contmning forty-five sections. 

Under Irish local nuuii^ement the annual gross receipts of 
the Post^ffice increased from £40,116 10«. U. in 1786, to 
£77,473 17<. Ilrf. in 1799. 

The PoBtKifficc in Oollege-grcen was an extensive building, 
in height five stories, each of which contained five windows 
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in froDt, the Secretary's houee being located next to Graflon- 
street. 

The General Foet-office was removed, in 1818, to Sack- 
ville^treet ; and on the ground in Coll^e-green on which it 
had Btood, Mr. George Home erected the " Koyal Arcade," 
which was burned in 1837, and a portion of its site is now 
occupied by the National Bank and the adjacent buildings. 

The taverns and coffee-houses on College-green were the 
" Parliament Coffee-house" (1706); " Jack's Coffee-house" 
(I706J; the "Bear Tavern" (1741), in which the Charitable 
Mudcal Society for the Belief of Distressed Families held their 
meetings. It was also much firequeuted by the Collegians, and 
in it the " Brethren of the Select Club" (1753) used to as- 
semble on the first Friday of every month; Uughes*8 Club, 
No. 28 (1787), which was subsequently kept by Patrick 
Connor. Daly's Original Club-house, in Dame-stieet, has 
been already noticed ; the new edifice, deagned by Francis 
Johnston, extending J'rom the comer of Anglesey-street to 
Foster-place, was opened, for the first time, with a grand dinner, 
on the 16th of February, 1791. The bouse was furnished in 
a superb manner, with grand lustres, inliud tables, and mar- 
ble chimney-pieces ; the chairs and so&s were white and gold, 
covered with the richest " Aurora silk." For the convenience 
of Members, afoot-path across Foster-place ledfrom the western 
portico ofthe Parliament House toadoor, since converted into 
a window, on the eastern front of the Club-house, opening on 
a hall and staircase, the latter communicating with the prin- 
-(upal portions of the edifice on College-green. Daly's was 
the chiefresortof the aristocracy and Members of Parliament; 
and many extravagant scenes of gambling and dissipation are 
aud to have been enacted by the members of the " Hell-fire 
Club," and similar sot^ties who used to assemble within the 
building. The magnificence of Daly's Club-bouse exdted the 
surprise and admiration of travellers, who concurred in declar- 
ing it to be the grandest edifice ofthe kind in Europe : — " The 



itizecy Google 



40 HI&TORY OF THK CITT OF DUBLIN. 

god of cards and dice," eaye a writerin 1794, " has a temple, 
called Caly'e, dedicated to his honour in Dublin, much moro 
magaificent than aoy temple to be found in tJiat city dedicated 
to the God of the aniveree." A tent of £600 per annum was 
pud for the premises on College-green hy Daly, who wa« also 
lessee of the Cuiragh Coffee-house, in the town of Kildare, 
where he died. 

His successor in Colh^e-green was Peter Depoe, who con- 
tinued Manager of the Club until 1823 ; and' the building is 
now occupied by various offices. 

The appearance of CoU^e^^een before and after the 
Union is exhibited in two spirited etchings, published by 
Stockdale of London, in 1812. 

The statue of William III., on College-green, erected at 
the expense of the Corporation of Dublin, was inaugurated 
with the following ceremonial, on July 1, 1701, which was 
kept as a public holiday, the joy^bells being rung, and all the 
shops in the city closed. The Lord Mayor, aldermen, sheriffs, 
masters, wardens, and common councilmeu of the city, having 
assembled at the Tholsel at 4 p. h., walked thence in formal 
procession to College-green, preceded by the city musicians, 
and by the grenadier companies of the Dublin Militia. Some 
time after the dty offituals had reached GoUege-green, the 
Lords Justices arrived, and were conducted through a line, 
formed by the grenadiers, to the statue, round which the en- 
tire assembly, uncovered, marched three times; the kettle- 
drums, trumpets, and other muuc playing on a stage erected 
near the front of the monument. Alter the second circuit, 
the Recorder delivered an eulogy on King William, expressing 
the attachment of the people of Dublin to bis person and go- 
TCmment, and at the conduraon <tf this oration a volley was 
fired by the grenadiers, succeeded by a discbarge of ordnance. 
At the termination of the thm] curcuit round the statue, the 
Lonls Justices, the Provost and Fellows of the University, with 
numbers of the Willtamite noblemen and gentry, were con- 
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ducted by the Lord Mayor, through a file of Boldiera, to a large 
□ew house on College-green prepared for their reception, where 
they were entertained, the ordnance again discharging twice 
while they drank the King's health and prosperity to Dublin ; 
the surrounding crowd bong regaled with cakes thrown 
amongst them, and several hogsheads of daret were placed on 
stilts and set running. The Lords Justices, attended by the 
city officers, then proceeded in th^r coaches to the Lord 
Mayor's house, where an entertiunment was prepared for them, 
the nobility, and ladies; after which fireworks were displayed, 
and the night was concluded with the ringing of bells, illumi- 
nations, and bonfires. 

The statue is composed of lead, of about a quarter of an 
inch in thickness, supported on an internal framework of iron, 
the King's head and portions of the extremities being solid. 
On the southern side of the pedestal is inserted a white marble 
tablet, containing the following inscription, engraved and 
gUt:— 

" GULIXLIIO TBETIO; 

UAOVX BaiTANKL£, nnscix EI HIBEEKLX 

BBOI, 

OB EXUOIONBH COHBEEVATAH ; 

SEIrntrTAB LBQES, 

UBEKTATEH ABSEBTAH, 

CITES DUBLIMEHSBS HAITC BIATUAH 

FOSUEBE." 

A similar tablet on the northern side of the pedestal is in- 
scribed as follows : — 

" IHCBOATUK 
AN HO DOM. HDCC. 
ANTONIO FZECr, E4UIIE AITKATO, PR£tOBB. 
CABOLO POXBESI, 1 



;•}" 



> nCECOlllTLBirs. 
JACOBO BASLOW, 

ABSOLDTUIt 
ANNO DOX. MOCCl. 
KARCO RAKBPOBD, E4UITE AOOATO, PKATrOBE. 



TICKCOIUTIBDS. 
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From the jeat 1$90, the 4th of November being the anni- 
vereaiy of the birth and landing of Wiliiam IIL in England, 
was annually observed in Dublin with great solemnity ; and 
afler the year 1701 the rendering of homage to the King's 
statue became an important part of the day's ceremonies, which 
were as follow: — In the morning tlie English flag was dis- 
played on Birmingham Tower, the guns in the Phcraiiz Park 
were fired, answered by volleys from the corps in the barracks, 
and by a re^ment drawn up on College-green ; all the bells in 
the town rang out; and at noon the Lord Lieutenant held a 
levee at the Castle, whence, about 3 f. u., a procession was 
formed, the streets from the Castle being lined with soldiers. 
The procession, composed of the Viceroy, Lord Mayor, Sberiflfe, 
Aldermen, Lord Chanoellor,Judgefl, Provost of Trinity College, 
Commissioners of Revenue, and other civil and military o£Bcers, 
together with those who had been present at the Castle, moved 
through Dame-street and College-green to Stephen's-green, 
round which they marched, and then returned in the same 
order to College-green, where they paraded thrice round the 
statue, over which, after the procession had retired, three vol- 
leys of musketry were discharged by the troops. Sir Con- 
etaotine Phippe, while Lord Justice, during the reign of 
Queen Anne, endeavoured to abolish this custom by refu^ng 
to join in the procesuon, but he was frustrated in his design 
by the High Sberilf, William Aldrich, a violent ascendancy 
partisan, who placed himself at the head of the assemblage 
and led them through the usual circuit, leaving Sir Constan- 
tine almost deserted in the Castle. In the early part of the 
last century the spirit of Jacobitism which previuled, to a con- 
uderable extent, in the University of Dublin, combined with 
a love of mischief, and a desire to revenge the insult offered 
to their Alma Mater by the King's back being turned towards 
the gate of the College, incited the students to inflict repeated 
indignities uiron tlie statue, which was frequently found in the 
mornings decorated with green boughs, bedaubed with filth. 



itizecy Google 



COLLBGB-GRKBH. 43 

or dressed up with hay ; U was also » common practice to set 
a straw figure astride behind that of the King. On the night 
ofSimdaj, the 25th June, 1710, some persons covered the 
King's &ce with mud, and deprived his Majesty of bis sword 
and truncheon. On the following Monday the House of 
Lords resolved — " That the Lord Chancellor, as Speaker, 
do, as from this House, forthwith attend His Excellency, and 
acquunt him that the Lords being informed that great indig- 
nities were offered, hist night, to the statue of bis late Majesty 
Kiog William, of glorious memory, erected on College-^;reen 
to show the grateful sense this whole kingdom, and particu- 
larly the city of Dublin, have of the great blessings accom- 
plished for them by that glorious Prince, have made this 
unanimous resolution, tliat all persons concerned in that bar- 
barous fact are guilty of the greatest insolence, baseness, and 
ingratitude ; and desire His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
may issue a proclamation to discover the authors of this vU- 
lany, with a reward to the discoverer, that they may be pro- 
secuted and punished accordingly." One hundred pounds were 
consequently offered for the discovery of the iconoclasts ; the 
House of Commons returned the Ouke of Wharton, then 
Viceroy, their thanks for his prompt conduct on the occasion ; 
and, at the expense of the Corporation, the statue was re- 
pured, and a new truncheon placed in his hand with great so- 
lemnity, in the presence of the twenty-four guilds of the dty. 
It having been subsequentiy discovered that the statue had 
been defaced by three young men, named Grafifon, Vinicome, 
and Harvey, the two former were, in consequence, expelled 
from the University; condemned, on the I8th November, 
1710, to six months' imprisonment, to pay a fine of £100 
each, and to be carried, on the 19th November, at II a. h., 
"to College-green, and there to stand before the statue for half 
an hour, with this insdrption on his breast : ' I stand here for 
defadng the statue of our glorious deliverer, the late King 
William.' " The latter part of the sentence was remitted by 
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Richard Ingoldsby, Lord Justice, and their fines were re> 
duced to five shillings, on the ibllowing petition, a copy of 
which is preserred in the manuscript Rule Book of the Court 
of King's Bench : — 

" John Graffon of Dublin, gentleman, and William Vini- 
come, fined £ 100 each. They state that it was the great mis- 
fortune of them, the petitioners, the night that the statue of 
King William on CoUege-green was de&ced, to have, con- 
trary to the former course of thdr lives, indulged themselves 
too freely in drinking, on tHe news of the surrender of Douay. 
That, retummg late that night to the College of Dublin, in 
company of one Thomas Harvey, who bad also been with 
tbem drinking, and passing by the sud statue, the sud Harvey 
proposing to get up to the statue, the s^d Graffon and Vini- 
come dissuaded him it; yet he persbting in the frolic, Vinicome, 
not being sensible of the evil consequence of the fact, was 
drawn in, by Harvey's instigation, to assist bim. That Graffon, 
though under great disorder at that time, yet was so far from 
concurring in that fact, that he went away towards the Round 
Church,and, coming back agtun, found tbeyhadtaken the trun- 
cheon from the statue. That, next day, when the smd GraffoD 
and Vinicome came to a sense of what they bad done, they were 
sdzed with confurion and sorrow for their folly, and being 
swayed by the notions they had of the dishonourableness of the 
character of an informer, they omitted their duty of discover- 
ing it on the proclamation issued to that effect ; and afterwards 
one Markbam having, by inuouation and artifices, obtained a 
confesMon from the said Vinicome, and discovered the same, 
and had the same Graffon and Vinicome apprehended and pro- 
secuted, aggravating several circumstances of the crime, be- 
yond what really tbey were ; and that Graffon and Vinicome 
have been severely punished by the College, to the utter ruin 
of all thdr hopes, from the relation tbey had to that venerable 
body ; and have been also most severely sentenced in the 
Queen's Bench to an infamous punishment, besides imprison- 
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ineDtfOnd such a fine as they ore do way able to pay, and hare 
already suflTered about three months' imprisoiimeDt, in mise* 
rable circumstAnces, to the great Imzard of their health, and 
with ao great expense and inconTeoiency that they can scarcely 
hope to recover from the ill effect." 

On the lltb of October, 1714, "some profligate persona, 
disafi^ted to his Majesty's Govermnent, did, ia the night- 
time, offer great indignities to the memory of King William, 
by taking out and bresMng the truncheon in his statue." The 
aggressors on this oocasion do not appear to have been dis- 
covered, although Government olfered £100 for their convic- 
tion. The Boyne, Enniskillen, Aughrim, and otherWiUiamito 
Societies, formed in Dublin in the first half of the last century, 
were accustomed, on their anniverearies, to march under arms 
through the aty to College-green, where, with drums beating, 
colours flying, and with greea boughs and orange cockade in 
their hats, they drew up in military array round the statue, 
and having discharged a general volley of snudl shot, proceeded 
in regular order to bear a sermon at one of the parish churches, 
after which they retired to paiiake of a banquet provided for 
the occaedon, where they toasted the " glorious, pious, and 
immortal memory of the great and good King William." In 
1765 the statue was taken down and replaced on a stone pe- 
destal of greater elevation than the former pediment ; being, 
however, usually encircled by hackney-chfurs, and having a 
cobbler's stall fixed on its stops, it'began to be regarded as an 
ol^truction to the then confined passage through College-green . 
A watch-house, located on its eastern side, was inefficient to 
protect its base from being perpetually covered with filth, in 
consequence of which nuisance to the neighbourhood a pro- 
posal was made to remove it to the Barracks. 

After the formation of the Volunteers, however, the 
statue reguned its original importance from their annual 
musters in its vicinity, which commenced on the 4th of 
November, 1779, when all the bells in the (dty were rung 
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at the opening of day, and the cUizene appeared decorated 
with orange ribbons. At 10 o'clock m the forenoon the 
difiereot bodies of Volunteers of Dubtin City and CouDtyi 
consisting of the cavalry, commiuided by their own officers : 
the corps of the City and lAberty, to the right of the 
County, commanded by the Duke of Leinster ; and the 
County of J)ub1iii forps, commanded by Captain Gardiner, 
assembled at St. Stephen's^green, and, baviDg made a proper 
dbpoution, with drums beating and colours flying, they 
marched in files through York-street, Aungier-street, Bishop- 
street, Bride-street, Werburgh-etreet, Castle-street, Cork- 
hill, and Dame-street, till they arrived at College-green, where 
they arranged themselves around the statue of King William, 
in the following order : — The Volunteers took their ground, 
and surrounded the statue at half-past 1 2 o'clock. They were 
preceded by the Castleknock troop of Light Horse : uniform, 
scarlet faced with black, helmets and black plumes; also by 
Sir John Allen Johnston's Bathdown Light Horse, mounted 
on fine hunters : uniform, scarlet with black fadng, helmets 
with red plumes, white waistcoats, &c. They were imme- 
diately followed by the Dublin Volunteers, under the command 
of the Duke of Leinster: blue uniform lined with huff, red 
collars and red edgings, buff wiustcoats, &c., the grenadiers 
with feathers, and the injantry with caps and plumes ; 200 
men, with two pairs of colours, one of which had been recently 
presented by the Duke, with the motto of " The I2th Octo- 
ber, 1779." The Liberty Volunteers, commanded by &r 
Edward Newenham : nnifonn, blue edged with orange, buff 
waistcoats, &c.; colours, orange and blue, with oak boughs in 
their hats; 160 men. Lawyers' Company, under the com- 
mand of Counsellor Pethard : uniform, scarlet, white wust- 
coats, Sm. ; 80 men. Goldsmiths' Company, under the com- 
mand of Counsellor Caldbeck: uniform, blue, edged with 
buff, buff wustcoats, &c., and colours; 70 men. This corps 
brought their tnun of two field-pieces to the Green, where 
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they fired several rouiHlB, and wrought their pieces with much 
address. Merchant's Company : uniform, blue, faced with 
red, white wustcoats, &o.', 170 men; colours, orange, mth 
Hibemia endeaTonriug to support her harp, and grasping the 
cap of Liberty. Barony of CEiBtleknock, Luke Gardiner, Esq., 
Captfun Commandant ; 130 men ; scarlet &oed black, white 
breeches and wustcoats ; colours, &o. Barony of Coolook, 
Richard Talbot, Esq., Captain; IdO men; scarlet &c«d black, 
white breeches and waistcoats. Uppercross FusiU^^ John 
Finlay, Esq., Captain ; uniform, scarlet faced with black, 
white wiustcoata and breeches; 30 men. The whole being up- 
wards of 900 men. At the disdiargeofa rocket, and taking the 
word of conunand from the Duke of L^nsler, they fired three 
grand discharges, beginning with the Dublin Volunteers on 
the north ride, and followed by the County Volunteers cm the 
south, rec^ving the word of command from Captain Gardiner. 
AfWr this there was a discharge of small cannon, which was 
phtced in the centre, and the whole body of Volunteers then 
separated. The statue and pedestal of King William were 
painted, and to the shields of the four sides were hung the fol- 
lowing labels, in lai^ capital letters -. 1. " Belief to Ireland." 
2. " The Volunteers of Ireland ; Motto— Quinqua^nta mille 
juncti, panii pro potria mori." 3. " A short Money Bill," — 
"AFreeTrade — oreleelU" 4. "ThegloriottsRevolution." At 
every discharge of the musketry repeated huzzas were given 
by the surroundiDg multitude; after which the Lord Lieute- 
nant, nobility, and g^itay puaded round the statue. The 
regular troops then fired three volleys, and the day conduded 
with illuminations. 

These proceedings, on the 4th November, 1779, formed 
the subject of a punting by Fnmcis Wheatley, which hag 
been engmved by Collyer, and is now in the possession of the 
Duke of Lanster. The following contemporary notices ex- 
btlut the proceedings of the Volunteers on CoUege-green in 
die four years subsequent to 1 779 : — 
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" At 10 o'clock in the forenoon [4th November, 1780], 
the Beverol Volunteer Corps of this city and county assem- 
bled in St. Stephen's-green, under arms, in order to celebrate 
the anniversary of the birth, and landing in England, of King 
William the Third. At 1 1 a detachment of Gardiner's Light 
Horse was despatched to wait upon the Earl of Cbarlemont 
(who was appointed General for the day) at his house in 
Palace-row; and, in an hour after, the appearance of the Ge- 
neral at the Green bdng announced by a rocket, he was saluted 
by the cannon ; he then, accompanied by his udes-de-camp, 
Mr. Yelverton and Mr. Stewart, rode along the line, who, as 
he passed, did him military honours. This done, the General 
put himself at their head, and marched the army to Collie- 
green, where, having taken post round the statue in the usual 
manner, a. gttaid/eu-4e-joie was fired. The Duke of Leinster, 
Lord Trimleston, Mr. Gardiner, Sir Edward Newcnham, Sir 
Allen Johnson, Mr. Talbot, Mr. Deane, Colonel Caldbeck, 
&c., &c., appeared at the bead of their respective regiments 
and companies, whose excellent order and discipline deserve 
the highest praise. Shortly after the Volunteer Army re- 
tired, the Royal Army from the barracks took their place tn 
College-green, and also fired a feu-de-joie. The whole con- 
cluded with a grand procession of coaches, in which were his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the Kight Hon. the Lord 
Mayor and Sheriffs, the nobility and great officers of state. 
The Volunteer Army had all orange cockades, and the capa- 
risons of the horses were likewise decorated with orange 
ribbands." 

" Yesterday rooming [4th November, 1781], the following 
City and County corps of Volunteers, of cavalry and in&ntry, 
viz.: Cavalry — Dublin Union, County of Dublin Light 
Dragoons, Bathdown County of Dublin Carbineers, Lord 
Powerscourt's Carbineers, Donore Horse, Sir Jamee Tynte's 
Light Dragoons. Infantry — Dublin, Goldsmiths, Merchants, 
Lawyers, Liberty Bangers, Lidependent Dublin, Builders, 
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North and South Coolock, Uppercroes FuuUers, the New- 
castle and Donore Uoioa ; and Colonel Calbeck's train of ar- 
tillery : having determined to celebrate the birth and landing 
of WiUiam III. of glorious memory, assembled at St. Ste- 
phen's-green (ae the 4tb fell on Sunday), where they were 
reviewed by the Right Hon. the Earl of Charlemont, from 
whence they proceeded to CoUege-green, attended by Colonel 
Calbeck's artillery, which fired three rounds of eleven guns 
each over the statue, and was answered by as many volleys 
from the eeveral corpe, who were drawn up round the statue, 
aiW which they matched to the Boyal Exchange, where they 
dispersed. There waa a contioual rain all the day, which 
greatly disappointed a vast number of spectators who were 
assembled on that occasion. The following inscriptjons, in 
large characters, were hung upon the pedestal of the statue of 
King William when the Volunteers paraded in College-green. 
I. *The Volunteers of Ireland.' 2. 'Expect a real Free 
Trade.' 3. ' A Declaration of Rights; a Repeal of the Mu- 
tiny Bill, Ac, or else (fS" 1 1 1-' *• 'A glorious Revolution.' " 
" Yesterday [4th November, 1782] being the anniversary 
of the birthday of William the Third, the several corps of 
cavalry and infantry of the County and City of Dublin met, at 
1 o'clock, on Stephen's-green, where they paraded under the 
inepecUon of their revered General, the Right Hon. the Earl 
of Charlemont, and from thence they marched in grand di- 
visions through York-street, Aungier-street, Bishop-street, 
Kevin-street, the Coombe, Meath-etreet, Thomas-street, 
Dirty-lane, Queen's-bridge, Arran, Inns', and Ormond-quays, 
Essex-bridge, Parliament-street, and Dame-street, to College- 
green, where they formed a square round the statue of King 
Willinm, and fired three volleys that would have been ap- 
plauded even by the hoary veteran, Frederick the Third of 
Prussia, though the greatest disciplinarian in the world ; after 
whic^ the difierent corps dined together, and spent the re- 
nuunder of the day with that harmony and hilarity which did 
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honour to independeat utizens, and loyal subjecta. The re- 
^lars likewise fii'ed three excellent voUeyB in honour of the 
day. On the pedestal of William the Third's statue appeared 
the following inscriptions : — On the west side was — * The Vo- 
lunteers of Ireland by persevering will [on the aooA nde] over- 
&niw the Fencible Scheme [on the east side], procure an 
unequiTocal Bill of lights, and [on the north tide'] efiectuaUy 
esteblbh the Freedom of their Country.'" 

« This day [4th November, 1783] the troops mustered at 
the Exchange and other poradeB, and were entirely formed in 
the Green by 12 d'clock, when the General, Lord Charlemont, 
entered the field, escorted by Gardiner's Troop of Horse, and 
was remved by the whole with the usual honours. The troops 
afterwards filed off, and marched through the principal streets 
and quays of the (»ty, and formed the whole in College-^reen, 
round the statue of King William, and fired three of the beet 
/eu-de-Joie that ever rent the tur. After the Volunteers had 
quit College-green, the troops in garrison lined the streets, 
from the Castle to College-green, and His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, attended by an escort of hcrse, and a vast number 
of the nobility and gentry in their carriages, went round Ste- 
phen's-green. After their return to the Cftstle the army fired 
three rotmds, which were answered by the guns at the salute 
battery in the Park. Around the statue of King William 
were labels, intarge characters, with the following inscription: 
* The Volunteers of L«Iand, having overturned the cadave- 
rous simple Repeal, must now effectuate an equal Bepresen- 
tadon of the People.' " 

In 1783, the erection of an ornamental water basin on 
College-green, at tlie cost of £1200, was contemplated, but, 
at the suggestion of Milne, the eminent engineer, a public 
fountain was constrocted, at an inconsiderable expense, in the 
western portion of the pedestal of the statue. 

The spirit of union for the objects of reforming Parliament 
and emaodpating the Catholics becoming widely disseminated 
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among the people, led tbem to refiect upon tiie anoniRly of 
renderiDg aunoal homsge to the memory of a Prince vho faiid 
been inBtnimeDtal in BuppreBsing the diief branch of their com- 
merce ; and whose name had been ccHinected, in Ireland, with 
the TariouB acts of oppression perpetrated on those who desired 
to ezertnse liberty of conscience. Deoroaa of no longer out- 
raging the feelings of their Catholic cotmlrymen, Uie VoluO'* 
teers discontinued their annual prooesuon ronnd the statue 
on the 4th of November, 1792, on which day eome of tbem 
iq)peared on parade with green cockades, instead of the 
orange ribbooe which they bad previously worn. During the 
panic of the Government in 1793, it was rumoured that the 
signal for the rising of the people was to be the pulling down 
of the statue with ropes. 

The statue regained its ori^al notoriety when religious 
and political rancour was revived after the formation of the 
Orange Association in 1795, on whose medals and certificates 
representations of this monument were engraved. 

On the 12th of July and 4th of November, the statue was 
annually coloured white, decorated with orange lilies, and with 
a flaming cloak and sash; the horse was caparisoned with 
orange streamers, and n bunch of green and white ribbons was 
symbolically placed beneath its npliAed foot. The ruling* 
were also ptunted orange and blue; and every person who 
passed through CoUege-greea on these occasions was obliged 
to take off his hat to the statue. The annual decorations were 
at the expense of the Corporation, to which the paraphernalia 
were supplied, for many years, by William Mac Kenzie, a book- 
seller, residing on College-green, who was known in the city 
as the *' man milliner to King William." These exhibitions 
produced much political acerbity : during 1 798 the sword was 
wrenched from the side of the statue ; and Walter Cox, by 
trade a gunsmith, attempted to file off the Eing's head, but 
having miscalculated that the figure was composed of brass, he 
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was obliged to decamp without effecting his object, and deep 
traces of the " Hnwe labor" of the editor of the " Irish Mi^^ 
nne" were snbsequently discovered on the neck of the statue. 
In 1805, the 4tli of November laUing on Sunday, the usual 
procession was postponed to the ensuing day. At midnight 
on Saturday, the 3rd of the month, the watchman on duty on 
College-green was disturbed at his post by a punter, who 
stated that he had been sent by the dty decorator to prepare 
the statue for the approaching ceremony, adding that the ap- 
prehended violence of the people had rendered it advisable to 
have this office performed at night. Having guned access to 
the monument, the artist plied bis brush indoetriously for some 
time, and, on descending, requested the watchman to take 
care of the punting utensils left on the statue, while he repured 
to his employer's warehouse for some material necessary to 
complete the decoration. The night, however, passed away 
without the return of the punter ; and at daybreak on Sunday 
the statue was found completely covered with an unctuous 
black pigment, composed of tar and grease, moet difficult to 
remove, the vessel which had contuned the mixture bung sus- 
pended from a halter tied round the King's neck. This act 
caused the most violent exdtemeat amongst the Orange So- 
(uetiea in the city, but, fortunately for himself, the adventurous 
artist was not discovered ; and the a^r was chronicled as fol- 
lons in a street ballad, to the ur of the oH Dublin gaol song, 
" The night before Larry was stretohed :" — 

" The night before Billy's birth-day 

Some friend to the Dutehman came to him, 
And, thoQgh he expected no pay, 

He told the polioeman he'd do him ; 
' For,' said he, ' I must have him in style : 

The job IB not wouderM heavy, 
And I'd rather dt up for a while 
Than see him undreae'd at the levee : 

For he was the broth of a boy.' 
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" Then up to his HigfaneBs b« goes, 
And with tar be anointed hie body. 
So that vhen the morning arose 

He look'd like a Bveep in a noddy ; 
It fitted him jnrt to the skin, 

Wherever the journeyman atuck it ; 
And, after conunitting the on, 

' Have an eye,' said he, ' Watoh, to the bucket : 
For I have not done with him yet' 



" The birth-day being now very nigb. 

And swaddling clothes made for the hero, 
A punt«r was sent for to try 

To whitewash the &ce of the Segro ; 
He gave him the brush, to be sure. 

But the first man so deeply did stain him 
That the whitewash effected no cure : 
Faith, the whole River Boyne would not clean him ! 
And still he remains in the dirt." 

The usual ceremonies were performed round the monument 
on the Mondfty after this a&ir ; but in the succeeding year the 
Duke of Bedford, then Lord Lieutenant, reiused to sanction the 
prooesnoQ by bis presence. The annual decoratioiis were, not- 
withstanding, regularly supplied ; but the practice of firing 
volleys over the statue was diacootinued; and Sir Abm- 
ham Bndley King, Lord Mayor in 1820-21, endeavoured 
unauccesafolly to abolish the observance altogether. Imme- 
diately previous to the visit of George IV. to Ireland, it was 
agreed that the Protestants and Catholics of Dublin should, 
during his Majesty's stay, lay afflde their party differences and 
assemble together at a public banquet to entertain the King. 
This arrangement was nearly dissolved by some persons 
dressing the statue, as usual, on the 12th of July, 1821 ; a 
reconaliation, was, however, effected by the Lord Mayor's 
dechiratioD diat it had been done in defiance of his orders, and 
without his knowledge. At half-past 4 o'clock in the morning 



itizecy Google 



64 HISTORY OF THB CITT OF DOBLIN. 

of Friday, the 12th of July, 1822, a body of Orangemen 
marched in procesaioa to College-green, bearing the customary 
paraphernalia, with which they proceeded to decorate the statue, 
as usual, amid cheers and vociferations. At that early hour, 
and during the day, several persons expressed their disappro- 
bation of the exhibition. Towards 9 in the evening a consi- 
derable crowd had collected round the statue, and much ex- 
citement prevailed, the mob having seized and beaten an 
Orangeman who had drawn a cane-sword. About 10 o'clock' 
the four lamps surrounding the statue were demolished, and 
a few acUve young men rapidly mounted the pedestal, tore * 
down the Orange insigna and flung them in the kennel. At 
this juncture the Orangemen, uded by a detachment of police 
and yeomanry, having obliged the populace to retire, took up 
their station round the monnment, and with shouts of triumph, 
which alarmed the whole neighbourhood, maintained tiieir po- 
sition, oblt^ng all passengers to take off their hats to the 
statue. At 1 \'v. u. these proceedings terminated. A party 
of yeomanry, in uniform, unrobed the statue, and the trap- 
pings were removed in a hackney-coach to Daly's tavern in 
"Werburgb-atreet, which had formed the head-quarters of the 
Orangemen during the day. Several persons having been 
severely wounded during this affray, and there being reason 
to apprehend that dangerous results might ensue on the next 
4th of November, the Lord Mayor, John Smith Fleming, 
issued a proclamation on the Slst of October, 1822, prc^bit- 
ing the " decoration of the statue, or affixing thereto any 
emblem, ornament, or device whatever, with a view to the 
approaching anniversaries. " ^nce the promulgatioQ of this 
decree the annual processions and decorations have been 
abandoned. 

The last demonstration here was during Lord Anglesey's 
viceroyalty.whentheRepeal procession of the Tradeaof Dublin, 
headed by the gentlemui who now holds the office of Attorney- 
General to her Britannic Majesty at Gibraltar, marched round 
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the statue of William, on their way to present an address to 
Daniel O'Connell, at Merrion-sqoare. William Cobbett was 
said to hare exinessed his conviction that there never would be 
peace in Dublin until the statue had been demolished, the latest, 
as well as the most ingenious and successful aeeanlt on which 
was made in 1636. During the month of March of that jear 
three attempts were made to blow it up. Thomas Smith, a 
watchman, located at the College gato, on one of these occa- 
uons, discovered a lighted matdi attached to the statue, and 
removed it with his pole. On a closer examination he found, 
in a hole upon the horse's side, a niul joined to a long string 
of hemp, one yard of the lattor being on the exterior, and two 
yards in the interior of the body of the leaden horse. The 
discovery was duly reported at the watch-house, and, although 
the latter was then under the control of a Conservative Corpo- 
ration, no precautionary steps were taken. On the night of 
Thursday, the 7th of April, 1836, at a few minutes past 12 
o'clock, a light appeared suddenly on the northern side of the 
statue, and immediately afterwards the figure of the King was 
blown several feet into the tur, with a deafening ezplodon, 
extinguishing all the lamps in College-green and its vidnity. 
The figure fell at a considerable distance from the pedestal, in 
the direction of Church-lane ; its legs and arms were broken, 
and its head completely defiiced by the fall ; the horse was also 
much injured and shattered in several places. The mutilated 
figure was next day placed in a cart and conveyed to College- 
street police-ofiBce, where it was deposited in the hall while an 
investigation was held relative to the circumstance connected 
with the outrage. The inquiry, however, elicited no important 
information, except that, on acareful examination of the rider- 
less horse, a hole was found bored in its back, between die - 
right hip and the saddle skirt ; and as there was no appearance 
of gunpowder having been placed in its body, it was concluded 
that the agency of fulminating silver had been employed. 
The occurrence for some time furnished the newspapers 
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aad baltad-emgers with an interesting theme: the Catholics 
charged the Orangemen with the ofienoe, while the latter re- 
pelled the impntation, and ridiculed a meeting held hj the 
Liberal port^ on the 2dth of April, in the Exchange, for the 
purpose of " ezpresnng indignation at the outrage on the 
statue of King William III., and of deviang means ofhringing 
the perpetrators to juetice." Rewards of £100 and £200 were 
offered respectively by the Lord Lieutenant and the Corpora- 
tion for the detection of the iconoclast, who was not discovered, 
and the secret was kept until the term of the information ez< 
pired. The Corporation issued notices that they would receive 
proposals from contractors to restore the statue, and the da- 
mi^es having been repiured, KingWilliam was reinstated in 
his seat, and exposed to public view on the Ist of the follow- 
ing July. 

During the Mayoralty of Daniel O'Connell, in 1842, the 
Btatue was coloured bronze, and in the succeeding year the 
pedestal was cleared of the numerous coatings of paint with 
which it had been eovered. The railings, with the fountain 
on the western side, have been removed ; and, at tlie expense 
of the Corporation of the city, the statue was thoroughly re- 
paired and strengthened in 1855. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CARVB's hospital— CHlCasSTKR HOOSB — THE PARLIAMENT 
HOUSE. 

On part of a gardeo in the eastern suburbs of Dublin, a 
large edifice, intended for an hospital, was erected, at the 
cost of above four thousand pounds, towards the close of the 
wxteenth century, by Sr George Carew or Carye, President 
of Monster, and Lord High Treasurer of Ireland. During 
Michaelmas, 1605, and the two succeeding terms, the Courts 
of Law were held in " Carye's Hospital," the purchase of which 
was contemplated in 1606 by the Qovemment, but, the latter 
being unwilling to pay four thousand pounds, the sum de- 
manded for the building, Carew set it to his successor in the 
Treasurership, Sit Thomas Ridgeway, first f^rl of London- 
derry. The Hospital, described at this time as "a large 
mansion, with a gate-house, a garden, and plantatJons,'" was 
subsequently transferred to Sir Arthur Basset, from whom it 
passed to Sir Arthur Chichester, acquiring from him the 
name of "Chichester House." Chichester having in early 
life been obliged to fly from Enghmd to escape punishment 
for a robbery which he perpetrated upon one of Queen 
Elizabeth's purreyora, repaired to France and there distin- 
guished himself as a soldier under Henri IV., from whom 
he received knighthood. He was subsequently pardoned, and 
employed by the Queen in Ireland, where his eminent ser- 
vices procured him the command of the forces stationed in 
Ulster. In 1604 he was appointed Lord Deputy, and sent 
the first English judges of nseize into Connacht; while his 
exertions in carrying out the Plantation of Ulster were re- 
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warded by large regal granta in that proTiiice, together with 
the title of Baron of Belfast, in 1612. Chichester, while in 
Dublin, redded in " his own house at Hoggen Green" during 
his tenure of the Deputjahip of Ireland from 1604 to 1615 ; 
and the Exchequer records mention that in the latter year 
Kichard Brown was sworn Mayor of Dublin, on the Red 
Book of the Exchequer, before the Lord Deputy and 
Council, at "Chichester House," outside the walls of the 
city. 

After his removal &om the CrOTemment in 1616, Chi- 
chester was created liord High Treasurer of Ireland ; and 
in 1622 proceeded as the Ambassador from James I. to the 
Palatinate in Germany. He died without issue, in 1624, 
and his estates passed to his brother, Sir Edward Chichester, 
in whose favour the peerage was revived, with the additional 
honour of Viscount Chichester, of Carrickfergus. 

From an unpublished memorandum roU of the Court of 
Exchequer, of the third year of Charles I., we leam that, at 
his decease, Sir Arthur Chichester, among other debts, owed 
to the King a sum of £10,000, which his brother discharged 
by sale of a portion of his estates, in the execution of which 
he had sold to Sir Samuel Smith " an absolute e3tat« in fee- 
simple of the house called < Carye's Hospital,' and more lately 
called Chichester House, and other the premises thereunto 
belonging," to him and his heirs for ever, for a valuable sum 
of money; Chichester " being willing to part with the said 
house rather than with any other part of his estate, in r^ard 
it lay most remote from any part of his dwelling." It also 
appears that the " said house was much decayed and minoua, 
and still decaying," by reason that Chichester "could not 
make his abode there," neither could he, from the opposition 
of the feoifees, "set the same for a valuable rent." Sir 
Samuel Smith, however, having obtained possession, ** bo- 
stowed much money and cost in building and repairing the 
house to hb great charge and expense," but on his " agree- 
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ing and oontrnoting with others to paee unto them a lease of 
the greatest part of the houBe," the feoffees, dewroua of 
obtaimiig it themselves, refused to ratify the agreement, to 
which, however, they were compelled to assent hy a decree 
given "at the King's Courts, Dublin," June 12, 1627. 

Chichester House was subsequently tenanted by Sir John 
Borlase, a veteran soldier, who, having distinguished himself 
in the wars in the Netherlands, was in 1634 appointed Mas- 
ter-General of the Ordnance in Ireland, and nominated in 
1640 Ixtrd Justice, in conjunction with Sir William Parsons. 

At Chichester House, on the night of the 22nd of Oc- 
tober, 1641, Borlase and his colleague. Parsons, received 
irom the inebriated Owen O'Connolly information relative 
to the attempt mtended to be made on the next day to seize 
Dnblin Castle ; in consequence of which they immediately 
summoned the Privy Goundl, with the two members of which 
who attended them, they sat here till the following morning 
in consultation. O'Connolly, who, at his own request, had 
been provided with a bed, to sleep off the effects of the driuk 
under which he laboured, was subsequently examined upon 
oath ; but doubts have been cost upon the authenticity of the 
document given to the public as his deposition, on account 
of its not being attested by the signature of Justice Borlase, 
in whose house it was taken. Hugh Mao Mahon, a grandson 
of the great Hugh O'Neill, and who had served as Lieute- 
nant-Colonel under the King of Spun, having been arrested 
on the northern mde of the city, upon O'Connolly's Informa- 
tion, was, at about 5 o'clock on the same morning, carried 
belbre the Coundl and Justices at Chichester House, where 
he undauntedly decliu^ that he was assodated with those who 
designed to surprise the Castle; and "withal told them, that 
H was true they had him in th^r power, and might use him 
how they pleased, but he was sore he would be revenged." 
Mac Mahon was committed a prisoner to Dublin Castle, whi- 
ther the Lords Justices and Council removed on the neat 
day from Cluchester House. 
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The first Parliament convened in Ireland ailer the Resto- 
ration was opened at Chichester House, on the 8th of May, 
1661. In the House of Feere, the Lords havtag taken th«r 
places, John Bramhall, the English Primate of all Ireland, 
seated on the woolsack, delivered the King's commis^on 
constituting him Speaker ; the Lords Justices, Sir Maurice 
Eustace, Koger Boyle Earl of Orrery, and Charles Coote 
Earl of Mountrath, took their seats in churs set on an ele- 
vation under the cloth of state, — Lord BalUnglass bearing the 
sword. Viscount Montgomery carrying the cap of maintenance, 
and the Earl of Kildare holding the robe. The House of 
Commons was composed almost ezclusivety of Protestant 
English settlers, with the exceptions of one Catholic and one 
Anabaptist, both returned for Tuam, whence their Speaker 
Sir Audley Mervyn, in his offidal address to the Lords 
Justices, observed : — " I may warrantabty say, since Ireland 
was happy under an English Government, there was never 
so choice a collection of Protestant fruit that ever grew within 
the walls of the Commons' House. Your Lordships have 
piped in your summons to this Parliament, and tJie Irish have 
danced. How many have voted for and signed to the returns 
of Protestant elections ? So that we may hope for, as we 
pray, that Japhet may be persuaded to dwell in the tent of 
Shem." Among the membeis of the Commons were the 
&mous Sir William Temple, Sir James Ware, Su- William 
Petty, and the learned Dr. Dudley Loftus. 

This Parliament continued, with various prorogations, to 
sit till the 8th of August, 1666, when it was dissolved, hav- 
ing, in the previous year, passed the Acts of Settlement and 
Explanation, pladng the Cromwellian adventurers in the pos- 
session of the lands of tbe Irish adherenta of the Stuarts, to the 
extent of seven millions eight hundred thousand acres. " A 
measure of such sweeptngand appalling oppression is," observes 
an English writer, " perhaps without a parallel in the history 
of civilized nations : its injustice could not be denied ; and the 
only apology oflTered in its behalf was the stem necessity of 
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quieting the fears and jealoueieB of the Cromwellian settlers, 
and of eetablUhiDg on a permanent basis the Protestant ascen- 
dancy in Ireland." 

" Chichester House" was taken by the Crown for the 
Parliament of Ireland in the twenty-fifth year of Charlee II., 
when John Parry, Bishop of Ossory, who had become posseaeed 
of the property, leased to Sir Henry Forde, Secretary to tfae 
Lord Lieuteoant of Ireland, on the behalf of his Majesty and 
bis successors, "all that part and so much of the messuages, 
houses, gardens, lands, and tcoements, colled ' Chichester 
House,' as was then in his Majesty's posBession, for the use of 
the two Houses of Parliament ; which are expressed to be a 
lai^ room, wherein the Ix>rds sat ; two committee-rooms for 
the E^rds on the same floor ; a stair-bead room ; a robe-room ; 
a wainscot-room at the stiur foot ; a conference-room below- 
etairs, wherein the Commons sat ; a passage-room leading 
to the committee-room, two committee-rooms above-stturs 
for the Commons ; the Speaker's room : two rooms below- 
stairs for the sergeant-at-anns ; three rooms adjoining for die 
clerk ; two small cellars ; a gate-house next the street, con- 
tuning five small rooms; a court-yard, with an entry through 
the house to the back yard ; a stable-yard, with a range of 
old buildings, contMning five rooms, with a coal-yard, a 
stable, and an house of office; a large garden, with an oldban- 
quetiog-house, and house of office ; and all other rooms in 
the said house then in his Majesty's possession ; to have and 
to hold the same for the term of ninety-nine years, paying the 
rent of £22 for the first six months, and for the next ensuing 
two years and six months the yearly rent of £l 05 ; and for 
the residue of the said term the yearly rent of £180." In 
1670, William Bobinson, Esq., was granted by the King the 
out-ground and gardens belonging to " Chichester House," 
" except a terras-walk at the east end of the said house, twenty- 
five feet broad, and a terras-walk on the south side of the said 
house, twenty feet broad ; and a back yard forty feet deep," 
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at the yearly rent of £l, provided that do building should be 
erected on any of the sud places, and that he should keep 
the house in repair, and pay all taxes for gaol, hospital, and 
poor, and other usual payments payable thereout. 

The office of Keeper of the Parliament House was in- 
Btituted in the reign of Charles II. ; the preamble of the 
patent, dated Dublin, 2nd June, 1677, states :—" Whereas, 
William Uotnnson, Egq., Superintendent-General of our ibr- 
tifications and buildings in Ireland, hath of his humble petition 
besought ns, that whereas Chichester House, taken by os for . 
the use of our Parliament, being uninhabited during the inter- 
vals of Parliament, doth much decay, and the reparations, 
being incumbent on ns, are now grown very chargeable, we 
would be pleased to grant him a lease of the out-grounds and 
gardens belonging to the said house, for 90 years, from 26th 
March, 1677, under some acknowledgement of rent payable 
thereout to us ; and also to have ihe keeping of the said house 
in the intervals of Parliament, during his life, upon which ac- 
count he will be obliged to all reparations at his own charge 
during the said term ;" whereupon, adds the record, hb Ma- 
jesty granted the Keepership of the stud House in the intervals 
of Parliament to the said William Bobinson, E^., Knight. 

The statute of the tenth year of Henry VII., styled " Poy- 
ning's Law," enacted that no Parliament should be held in 
Ireland without the license of the King of England, and that 
no Acts passed in an Irish Pariiament should be valid, except 
those which had previously been approved of by the monarch 
and the English Privy Council. 

The first Parliament convened in Ireland after the termino- 
tJon of the wars of the Revolution assembled at " Chichester 
House" in 1692, and was composed mainly of English colo- 
usts; the^ritish Legislature Jiaving passed, in 1691, an Act 
excluding Catholics from sitting in either House of Kepresen- 
tatives. 

" Yesterday, October 5th, 1692, being," says the contem- 
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poraiy account, " the da; appointed for the meeting of the 
Parliament, in the morning iny Lord Lieutenant [Heniy 
Viscount Sidney], was attended at the Castle by the Lord 
Chancellor, Archbishops and Bishops in their white habits, 
the members of the Privy Council, the Judges in their robes, 
the officers in Chancery, most of the Peers, and many of the 
House of Commons. About ten of the clock his Excellency 
set out from the Castle towards die Parliament House : before 
his coach went the Trompete and Kettle-Drums, the Pages, 
the Yeomen of the stirmp, the Qendemen-at-large, the three 
Pursuivanta, the Chapliuns, the Steward and Comptroller of 
the house, the Heralds-at-arms, the Sergeants-at-arms, the 
Gentlemen-ushers, and then the King-at-arms. After his 
coach went the Horse-guards, and the Nobility with several 
coaches and six horses, the way being lined on both sides from 
the Castle to the Parliament House with foot. When his 
Excellency came to the Parliament House, he went imme- 
diately into the robing-room, after which the House proceeded 
according to the accustomed manner. The Bishop of Kildare, 
being the youngest bishop, read prayers ; the Lord Chancellor 
and the rest of the Lords, which were in by descent, or had 
passed before ; the Archbishops and Bishops took the oaths 
and subscribed the declaration ; and after them the inferior 
officers of the house. The Lord Chancellor being made ac- 
quainted that there were several Lords who desired to be in- 
troduced, he appointed two of the eldest Peers (which were 
the Lords Ely and Masaareene) to bring them into the Lords' 
House : the Lords who were introduced were the Lord 
Longford, Lord Blessington, Lord Shelbume, and the Lord 
Coningsby, one by one, before whom went the King-at-arms, 
and the Usher of the Black Rod ; each as he came in delivered 
his patent and writ of summons on his knees to the Speaker, 
which he caused to be read by one of the Clerks ; and being 
allowed of, he took his seat ; which being all done, my Lord 
Lieutenant entered the House in his robes ; before him went 
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Iu8 Gentlemen, the two White Btavee, the BUck Bod, the two 
Heralds, the cap of muDtenance earned by my Lord Done^l, 
the Sword hy the Ear) of Meath ; the train was held up by 
three noblemen's sons, who were the Earl of Drogheda'e boo* 
Mr. Boyle, my Lord Clifford's eon, and the Lord Santry's 
Bon. His Excellency being seated in the throne, my Lord 
Chancellor standing on his right hand, ordered the Bhick Rod 
to go to the House of Commons, and acquaint them that his 
Excellency commanded them to attend atthebarof the'Houee 
of I^iords. After (hey were come up, his Excellency made a 
^>eech to them, and then my Lord Chancellor directed them 
to return and chuse their Speaker. My Lord Lieutenant being 
returned from his robe-room, the Lord Chancellor adjourned 
the House to Friday, ten of the clock, at which time the 
Commons were to present their Speaker to his Excellency. 
The House of Commons being returned and sat, an hon<Hiib]e 
Member of the house, being one of the Privy Council, moved 
and put the House in mind, that Sir fiicfaard Levinge, their 
Majesties' Solicitor-general, would be a fit person to supply 
the chEur : and the question being put by the Clerk, by direc- 
tion of the House, it was resolved that ^ Bicbard Levinge, 
Knight, their Majesties' Solicitor-general, be Speaker of this 
House; and thereupon Mr. Speaker was conducted to the 
chair, and placed therein by two of the Members, one whereof 
was the person who first moved for the question. The Speaker 
ailerwards, standing up, gave the House thanks for the honor 
they had done him, excusing his inability for so great an un- 
dertaking and trust, promising, nevertheless, his utmost en- 
deavours to serve their M^'esties and this country, and hoped 
this House would asust and support him therein. Mr. Speaker 
being seated, a motion was made for (he reading a late Act of 
Parliament made in England in the third year of their Majesties* 
r^gn, intituled an Act for the abrogating the oath of supremacy 
in Ireland, and appointing other oaths. Upon reading whereof, 
the House proceeded to the swearing their members then pre- 
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seat in the Hoiue. And they being sworn, the House ad- 
jonmed until Friday morning at eight a clock, in order to at- 
tend his Excellency, the Lord Lieutenant, and preBent th^r 
Speaker to him, according to his Excellency's command." 

This Parliament had been convened by Government to 
supply funds for diaoharging the public debts contracted during 
the war with the Irish Jacobites ; but the House of Conunons, 
irritated at the King's disinclination to viohite the Treaty of 
Limerick, and reseating the encroachment of the English 
Legislature, rejected a Money Bill transmitted to them from 
London, and passed resolutions that it was the sole and un- 
doubted right of the Commons of Ireland to prepare heads of 
Bills for reusing money ; they also ordered an entry to be 
made in th^ Journals that the Bill was thrown out by them 
because it had not had its rise in thw House. 

The Viceroy, Lord Sydney, reproved the Commons lor 
their conduct in this a&ir, and, on proroguing the Parliament 
onthe 3rd of November, 1692, addressed them as follows, in 
bis speech from the throne : — 

" These votes of yours bdng contrary to the Statutes of 
the tenth of Heniy the Seventh and the third and fourth of 
Philip and Mary, and the continued practice ever since, I 
find myself obliged to assert their Majesties' prerogative and 
therights of the Crown of Enghuid, in these particuhurs, in such 
a manner as may be most public and permanent ; and there- 
fore I do here, in fiitl Parliament, make my public protest 
against those votes and the entries of them in the Journal of 
the House of Commons : which Protest I require the Clerk of 
this House to read, and afterwards to enter it in the Journals 
of this House, that it may remwn as a vindication of ihai 
Majesties' prerogative, and the right of the Crown of England 
in these particulars, to future age»." 

The Parliament of IreUnd was again convened in August, 
169S, and some of the members of its Committee for B^gion 
are stated to have proposed that John Toland, the noted Irish 
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dosticel writer, should be burned alive for propagating, in 
hiB treatise entitled " Christianity not Mysterious," views op- 
posed to the doctrine of the Established Church. Another 
less zealous member suggested that the author should be 
obliged to bum his book publicly ; but Toland having de- 
camped from Dublin, the Committee were obliged to content 
themselves with having " Christianity not Mysterious" 
burned by the hangman, at noon, on College-green, at the 
gate of the Parliament House, and at theXholsel. The Par- 
liament also petitioned the Viceroy to prohibit the sale of the 
book, and to order the prosecution of Toland, who, in sidety 
at a distance, compared these Protestant leg^lators to the 
" Popish Inquisitors, who," said he, " performed that execu- 
tion on the book when they could not seize the author, whom 
they had destined to the flames." 

I ' The Parliament continued to sit at " Chichester House" 
till prorogued in January, 1698-9, and its dissolution took 
place in the ensuing June. 

The English Parliament in 1698 made a formidable en> 
eroaohment upon the judidal power of the Le^slature of 
Ireland by annulling a dedsion given by the Irish House of 
liords in a suit between the Bbhop of Derry and the Irish 
Society. This proceeding, combined with the Act introduced 
in the English Parliament, prohibiting the exportation of the 
woollen manufactures of Ireland, elidted from William Moly- 
nenx, noticed in our account of NewHvw, hta treatise, entitled 
the " Case of Ireland bdng bound by Acts of Parliament in 
England stated," in wluch be maintained that this newly 
assumed prerogative was opposed to precedent and history. 
After having dted the various records supporting his argu- 
ment, Molyneuz, at the close of his treatise, protested against 
being subjected to the Acts passed by the L^islature of 
another country. 

" If," wrote he, " the relt^on, lives, liberties, fortunes, 
and estates of the clergy, nobiUty, and gentry of Ireland, may 
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be disposed of, without thdr printy and consent, wliat bene- 
fit have they of Any laws, liberties, or privileges granted onto 
them by the Crown of England? I am loth to give thdr 
condition an hard name ; but I have no other notion of slavery, 
but being bound by a law to which I do not consent. 

**The obligation of aU laws having the same foundation, if 
one law may be imposed without consent, any other law what- 
ever may be imposed on us without our consent. This will 
naturally introduce taxing us without our consent ; and this 
as necessarily destroys our property. I have no other notion 
of property but a power of disposing my goods as I please, 
and not as another shall command : whatever another may 
rightfully take from me without my consent, I have certunly 
no property in. To tax me without consent is little better, 
if at all, than downright robbing me." Lastly, adds Mo- 
lyneux, " the people of Ireland are lefl by this doctrine in the 
greatest confusion and uncertiunty imaginable. We are cer- 
tainly bound to obey the supreme authority over us ; and yet 
hereby we are not permitted to know who are or what the same 
is ; whether the Parliament of England or that of Ireland, or 
both ; and in what cases the one, and in what the other : 
which uncertmnty is. or may be made a pretence at any time 
for disobedience. It is not impossible but the different Legis- 
latures we are subject to may enact different or contrary 
aanclione : which of these may we obey ? 

" We have heard great outcries, and deservedly, on break- 
ing the Edict of Kantee, and other stipulations ; how &r the 
breaking our Constitution, which has been of 500 years' stand- 
ing, exceeds that, I leave the world to judge." 

Molyneox declared himself persuaded that in this question 
the true welfare of England was as deeply engaged as the 
Protestant interest of Ireland ; and although he avowed his 
intention of submissively acquiescing in the decision of the 
English Parliament, the latter condemned bis treatise, which 
they ordered to be publicly burned in London by the common 
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Id the year 1700 tlie lands of the Irish adherents of 
James II. were sold by public auction, or "cant," at " Chi- 
chester House." From these forfdturea, amounting to upwards 
of one million of acres, large grants had been made hj Wil- 
liam III. to the foreign officew who had served under him in 
the Irish wars. An act of resumption, however, replaced these 
lands in the hands of the English Parliament ; and, when sold, 
they were so much deteriorated in value, by embezzlement and 
malversation, that the sum they produced was comparatively 
small ; the greater part of the estates of the Irish Jacobites, in- 
stead of having been applied to reduce the heavy expenses of the 
Williamite wars, thus served to aggrandize and enrich a num- 
ber of adventurers. The clums of the various parties interested 
in these estates began to be heard by the Trustees in Septem- 
ber, 1700, and the sitdngs concluded in 1702. The particulars 
of these proceedings are preserved in a large volume of 363 
pages, printed in 1701, and entitled " A List of the Clums as 
they ore entered with the Trustees at Chichester House on 
College-green, Dublin, on or before the 10th of August, 1700." 
During the Utter part of the period appomted for the registry 
of the claims the crowds attending at Chichester House were 
very great, and on one day upwards of 300 petitions were pre- 
sented. The sales terminated on 23rd June, 1703. The 
auction bills were printed on large sheets of paper, under the 
following heads : — '* Late proprietors' names, and nature of 
th^ estates; denominations; number of acres, Irish measure; 
yearly rents, 1702 ; real value per annum ; neat value to be 
set up at; tenants' names; quality of the land, &c.; estate or 
interest claimed or allowed." A collection of these bills, con- 
tuning the names of the purchasers, and the amounts realized 
by each lot, was made by the late Austin Cooper, and bound 
in a large volume with the followingtitle: " ABook of Postings 
and sale of the forfoted and other estates in Ireland, vested 
in the Honourable Si Cyril Wich, Ent., Frauds Annesley, 
Esq., James Hamilton, Esq., John Baggs, Esq., John Tren- 
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cliard, Eaq., John lebam, Esq., Heory Langford, Esq., Jamea 
Hooper, Eaq., John Carey, gent., Sir Heiuy Shere, Knt., 
Thomas Hairison, Esq., William FeUowes, Esq., Thomas 
Rawlios, Esq., Trustees Dominated and appointed by Act of 
Parliament made in England in^e eleventh and twelilh years 
of the reign of King William the Third, intituled tm Act for 
gmnting an Aid to hia Migesty by the Sole of the forfeited 
and other Estates and Intereata in Ireland, and by a Land Tax 
in England, for the several purposes therein mentioned." 

Among the documents of the Court of King's Bench is a 
record that Bryan Uogan, and B>]mond Lindoo, having been 
found guilty of perjury before the Trustees at " Chichester 
House," were ordered " to be carried publicly through the 
streets of the dty of Dublin to ' Chichester House' aforesaid, 
and be carried unto the Trustees' Court, with these words 
written in laige letters on papers, on each of th^ breasts, viz. : 
' This is for peijury committed here,' and then to be re- 
conveyed to Newgate, and there imprisoned until the latter 
paid a fine of £20, and the former of £10." 

In 1703 the English Parliament having reversed a decree 
of the House of Lords of Ireland, ordered the Earl of Meath 
to be ejected from certain lands in Tipperary ; but the Irish 
Peers protested, and commanded the sheriff of Uie county to 
reinstate the Earl. 

On the 22nd of February, 1703, Sir Theobald Butler, 
Counsellor Malone, and Sir Stephen Kice, the most eminent 
Catholic lawyers of the time, the two former in their gowns, 
as counsel for the petitioners in general, and the latter without 
a gown, as a petitioner in his private capacity, together with 
many others, appeared at the bar of the House of Commons, 
where they vunly appealed agunst the infringement of the 
Treaty of Limerick by the enactment of the first Bill " to pre- 
vent the fmrther grovrth of Popery." Tbelrappeal at the Bar 
of the House of Lords, six days afterwards, was attended with 
no better success ; and the Irish regretted, too late, having 
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Igid down their arms on the ^th of a Treaty which, although 
solemnly guaranteed under the Great Seal of England, was, ns 
on former occasions, observed no longer than suited the pur- 
poses of the stronger party. Thus, in oppoation to a mino- 
rity of their own party, was initiated by the Colonial Legis- 
lature, desmbed by Lord Chancellor Clare as a motley crew 
of English adventurers, the unparalleled Penal Code : that 
complete system, full of coherence and conaietency, well di- 
gested and well composed in all its parts-; a machine of elabo- 
rate contrivance, as well fitted, said Edmund Burke, "for the 
oppression, impoverishment, and degradation of a people, and 
the debasement in them of human nature itself, as ever pro- 
ceeded from the perverted ingenuity of man." 

In 1709 it was found necessary to expend a considerable 
sum in repairing "Chichester House," and "although several 
parts of the interior were in such order as that they might last 
a considerable time, yet they appeared by no means fit to con- 
tinue in the condition they were in for the Parliament, the 
fioors being very uneven, and patched in many places, and the 
mndows and ceilings very unbecoming." From an official 
document of the year 1709 we learn that the roof of Chi- 
chester House was 1 1 feet square, that the house had eight 
stacks of chimneys; and that there were five windows in the 
roof of the House of Commons. It also appeared that the 
Banqueting House had then fallen to the ground. " I re- 
member," says Lord Mountnorres in 1792, " to have heard 
from a clerk of the House of Lords, Mr. Hawker, that Chi- 
chester House was very inconvenient. I," adds his Lord- 
ship, "cannot help, however, lamenting that a map of the 
dispositions of the apartments and grounds of Chichester 
House, which, about twenty years ago, was hung up in the 
House of Commons' Coffee-house, was unaccountably lost." 

The English Peers, in 1717, entertained on appeal from 
Maurice Annesley agiunet a decree of the Irish Lords, whose 
decision the; reversed; and, supported by the authority of the 
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English Barone of the Irish Exchequer, they directed the she 
riff of Kildare to reinstate Anneeley in the lands from -which 
he had been dispossessed by order of the House of Lords of 
Ireland. Tho sheriff having been heavily mulcted for refusing 
to execute this English order, appealed to the Irish House of 
Peers, which remitted the fines, declaring that he had behaved 
himself with integrity and courage, and with due respect to 
the orders and resolutions of Parliament. 

The Duke of Leeds formally protested against the vote of 
the House of Lords in England, which declared this biial be- 
fore the Irish Peers to be coram nonjudice, and the latter ap- 
pealed to the King agtunst the attempts made to transfer the 
court of dernier resort or final judicature from them to the Eng- 
lish Lords. The controversy was terminated by the EngliA 
Parliament passing the declaratory Statute of 6 George I. 
(1719), which expressly set forth: " That the Kingdom of 
Ireland hath been, is, and of right ought to be, subordinate 
onto, and dependent upon, the Imperial Crown of Great 
Britain, as being inseparately united and annexed thereunto, 
and that the King, with the consent of the Lords and Com- 
mons of Great Britain in Parliament assembled, hath power 
to make laws of sufficient force to bind, the Kingdom and 
people of Ireland. And that the House of Lords of Ireland 
have not, nor ought of right to have, any jurisdiction to judge 
of, affirm, or reverse any judgment or decree made in any court 
within the stud Kingdom ; and that all proceedings before Uie 
stud House of Lords upon any such judgment or decree, are 
void." 

" Ijord Chesterfield," says Hardy, " tbongbt proper to term 
the House of Lords in En^od an hospital of incurables ; 
but by what appellation he would have distinguished the 
[^colonial] Irish House of Lords, I cannot well conceive. 
However, it reflects no discredit on their Lordships, that, 
borne down as they were by a power which they could not 
renst, their Journals, session afler sesnon, present nothing 
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but one nnvaried waste of sterility or provitvnal imbedlitj. 
The proceedings of many a solemn day in the first assemblj 
of the kingdom, are recorded in the following brief clironicle : 
'Prayers. Ordered, tliat the Judges be coTered. Adjourned." 
Bnt, whatever th^ uniniportaDce, they seem, in the shreds 
and patches of their political capadty, to have been the most 
versatilely dvil, obsequious noblemen, that oould poembly ezist. 
Their varying adulation [in th^ addresses to the Viceroys] 
can excite no levity ; it inspires &r other sentimentB ; it shows 
the malignant effect of overbearing power, degrading all 
within the influence of its fatal touch, and sinking the loftiest 
natures to one sad level of piteous servility." 

Swift in bis "Drapier's Letters," published in 17SM, 
boldly opposed the doctrine sought to be promulgated, that 
Ireland was a kingdom dependent upon England, and pro- 
tested against the right which the English Parliament had 
recently assumed, of making laws to bind Ireland, wher^ 
he observed : " They were at first openly opposed (as far as 
truth, reason, and justice are capable of oppoung) by the 
&mou8 Mr. Molyneux, an English gentlemao bom here, as 
well as by several of the greatest patriots and best Whigs in 
England ; but the love and torrent of power previdled. The 
arguments," continued the Dean, " were invincible, for, in rea- 
son, all government without the consent of the governed, is 
the very definition of slavery ; bnt, in &ct, eleven men well 
armed will certainly subdue one ungle man in his shirt." 
But, added Swift, alluding to the rigid suppression of inde- 
pendent opinion at the time, *' I have done : for those who 
have used to cramp liberty have gone so far as to resent 
even the liberty of complaining; although a man upon the 
rack was never known to be refused the liberty of roaring 
as loud as be thought fit" 

The decay of " Chichester House" demanding the serious 
attention of its frequenters, a Committee was appointed in 
1723 to report on the condition of the edifice, and to estimate 
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for the ereotloi) of a new Fartiament House. There were 
not, however, any steps taken towards this undertaking till 
1727, when it was found that the outer walls of " Chichester 
House" overhung dangerousl; in several places; that the 
wall-pUtes and bottoms of the rafters were so decayed that 
but for timely repairs the roof must have &llen in ; and as it 
appeared impracticable to put the old building in a condition 
to stand for any length of time, a report was made on the 
10th of January, 1728, that the erection of a new house was 
absolutely necessary. On the succeeding day £6000 were 
voted " towards providing materials and building a new Pai^ 
liament House," the recaving of plans and proposals for 
which was delegated to a Committee appointed by the Com- 
mons. On the 30th of the ensuing April the Hoiue resolved 
that the ground on which Chichester House stood, with what 
was fiirther proposed to be granted by Mr. Parry, was the 
moat convenient nte for the erection of a new Parliament 
House ; and Thomas Buigh, the Surveyor-General, was 
deeired to prepare and lay before the Lord Lieutenant a 
plan for the building. 

A lease of the ground for 900 years having been taken 
by the Crown £rom Benjamin Parry, "Chichester House" 
was demolished iu December, 1728. On the 3rd of Fe- 
bruary, 172|, the first stone of the new building was laid with 
great ceremony by the Lords Justices, attended by several 
Peers, the Eong-at-Arms, the Sergeant-at-Arms, and Captiun 
Edward Ix>vet Pearce, with crowds of spectators. The foun- 
dation stone, a large, hewn, white block, with a cavity in the 
centre, was placed in its bed by Primate Boulter removing 
the prop with which it was supported, ailer which it was 
adjusted by the Lords Justices, assisted by the King^t-Arms, 
who at certiun intervals waved his handkerchief for the State 
musicians to play. A large silver plate, bearing the follow- 
ing inscription, was then placed in the cavity of the stone : — 
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" SKBENiaanirs srr POTEvriBaiuva Rex QEOBanrs 8scinn)TrB, frb 
Excellent. Domiitum JoHAHiisif, DoiiiHini Caktbbst et Babon bk 
Hawites Locux TENBtnBX, et fbs Excellxitt. Dokhios Hnoomit, 
Abchiep. Axuacsah., Thouah Wykdrak, Cahceli., Ouijsl. Ccnr- 
OLLY, DoK. Gov. Pbolocut., Justiciabios GEirKKAi.ES, FBonw nu- 
juece I>omus Fabliaxent. lapidem foscit, tebiu aa Febsuasu, 
Asso Don. MDCCXXVm." 

With the plate were deposited several gold and silrer ctnm 
of George I., George II. and his Queen, imd the aperture 
was closed by a small stone, bound down with iron bare. 

Thomas Burgh, whom the Commons desired to prepare 
plans for the new Parliament House, held the office)of Director- 
General and Overseer of Fortifications and Buildings from 1700 
to 1730, and published, in 1724, "A Method to Determine 
the Areas of Bight- Lined Figures universally ; very use- 
ful for ascertaining the contents of any survey." Sir Edward 
Lovet Pearce, who succeeded Burgh aa Surveyor-General, 
appears in all the official documents as the designer and director 
of the building of the Parliament House. 

The Committee appointed to inquire what progress had 
been made in the building, reported in November, 1729, that 
they could not '* help observing, with the greatest pleasure, 
on uncommon beauty, order, and contrivance in the building; 
and that the some had been carried on with unusual expedition 
and diligence ; that the money expended thereupon hod been 
had out with the greatest frugality, and the accounts thereof 
kept in a most regular and orderly manner." The Committee 
further observed that "the Director appointed by the Govern- 
ment had attended the said work from the beginning with the 
utmost application, and had thereby saved a large sum to the 
public, which, in the course of such work, by the ordinary 
method, must necessarily have been expended ; and at the 
same time had charged nothing for hia own great expenses, 
skill, and pains." On November 22, 1729, the day on which 
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tliis report was brought up, the CommoDa unanimously voted 
the paTtnent of £1000 to Captain Edward Lovet Pearce, for 
the care and pains be had taken in oontriving and carrying 
on the building of the new Parliament House. 

It baring been found necessary to obtain possession of 
variooB buildings contiguoua to the site of Cbicbeeter House, 
a Bill was passed in 1 730 to enable hia Majesty to purchase 
the reepectire interests of the several persons entitled to the 
houses and grounds a^oining to the new Parliament House, in 
which edifice the first session was opened on the 5tb of Ucto- 
ber, 1731, by Lionel, Dukeof Dorset, then Lord Lieutenant. 
In December of the same year the Commons agreed to a re- 
solution to present an address to the Viceroy, that the addi- 
tional sum of £1000 might be paid to Edward Lovet Pearce, 
Esq., " in consideration of the care and pains he had taken in 
carrying on the building of the Parliament House, and shall 
take, in finishing the same." The House of Lords, at the 
same lime, unanimously resolved that Captiun Edward Lovet 
Pearce, Surveyor-General of his Majesty's works, had shown 
true ability, skill, and good workmanship, in the building of 
the Parliament House, and had executed his oflSce with 
great fidelity, care, and diligence. It was, however) rumoured 
at the time, that Pearce had obtained the plan from Eichard 
Castle, the architect of Leinster House and other elegant 
edifices, author of an "Essay towards supplying the Cily 
of Dublin with water (1735)." Pearce was further said to 
have cheated Castle in the transaction by not paying him the 
amount stipulated for his plans and assistance. The earliest 
accessible authority for these statements is a pseudonymous 
work, printed for private circulation in 1736, the writer of 
which admitted that Pearce bad incurred his enmity by op- 
posing him in a family lawsuit, and described the Surveyor- 
General in the following unflattering terms : — 

" Eques anratus, qui et Architectus Regius : architectus, 
si ad a;des, quas cxtruxerat, spectes, imperitus; si ad scelera. 
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peritissinius. Miles eliaia, et Capitanei titulo inngnitaB est : 
sed et ra mllitaris et rirtutiB omius expers. Mcechos aut«m 
fuit BtrenuuB; ac stipendia in eo bello meruit, neqoaquam la- 
borans de aetate oontubenialis. — Alieni ^petens et profuaus 
mutuum ai^entum rogavit undique ; nee aolrendo erat. 'Cum 
nusquam inveDiret mutuum, rim armorum adiiibuit, et de 
bonis extraneorum priedatus eat. — CastelluB uve Caatles fiiit 
Architecton, cqne coosilio, studio et labore nixus Perseua 
sdificavit Senaculum Dabliniense. Poeteaver6, cam amplis- 
simis et indebitis proemiis a Senatu donatUB eit, pactam 
mercedem Castello denegavit. 

" Quis, bcnS qai nOTJt Fcrsei inndiaaque doloeque, 
Temperet a eatyH ? Begis ee jactat in aula ; 
Ingenioqae opifex alieno vivere doctos, 
Quoa Don edidicit, ubi Perseus arrogat ortos: 
Cni res, et titulns, cui cravit fama labore 
Pauperis, heu I Castelli ; ac dum bis mille Senatus 
Decemit, digno quota pars donatnr amico, 
Omnia qme fecit, solnsqae meretur Itonorem ! 
8io vos non TobisI" 

Dr. Delany'e poem, entitled the "Pheasant and the I^ark," 
published in 1730, contuns a complimentaiy allu^on to the 
architectural skill of Pearce, who was Capt^u in Kevill's 
re^ment of Dragoons, and sat in the Parliament of Ireland as 
Member for Ratoatb. Pearce died at his house at SUllorgan in 
1733, and was buried in Donoybrook Church, where also was 
subsequently interred his brother, Lieutenant-General Thomas 
Pearce, who bad displayed great oourage and abilities through 
the campaigns in Spaia and Portugal, and was elected Privy 
Councillor, Member of Parliament, and Crovemor of Limerick. 
AAer Sir Edward Fearce's death, the worksatthe Parliament 
House were finished under the superintendence of Arthur 
Dobbs, who succeeded him as Surveyor-Genera], aod was said 
also to haye been assisted by Castle. 

The expenditure on the Parliament House to December, 
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1735, inclading £2000 to Pearoe, and £490 paid pursuant to 
Act of ParliameDt, to the proprietors of the aereral buildings 
whichobetructedtheapproachee, amounted to£2B,471 I0a.5id. 
The Parliamentary Committee appointed in 1735 to inquire 
into the state and conditJon of the building, resolved " that 
Sir Edward Lovet Pearce, late Engineer and Surveyor-Ge- 
neral, and hb executrix Anne, Lady Pearce, bad faithfully 
and honestly accounted for the Beveral sums by him received 
for building the Parliament House." In November, 1737, 
there remuned to b&fioished all the portico from the architrave 
upwards, with its roofing and ceiling, part of the carving of the 
voluta columns, the v^ole pavement within the colonnade, the 
pavement in the area before the portico, with the balustrade 
and iron palisade to enclose it, pursuant to the plan, to con- 
clude whidi and other necessaries the House of Commons 
voted £546 1 4t, These works were completed in 1 739 under 
the superintendence of Arthur Dobbs, and the Parliamentary 
Committee baving resolved that, in finishing the building 
he bad acquitted himself with great care and frugality, the 
House of Commons in 1741 voted him £250 "for his care and 
puns in finishing the Parliament House-" 

Of the new edifice, Thomas Malton, an English artist of 
the last century, lias left the following description : — 

" The Parliament House of Ireland is, notvrithstanding the 
eereral fine pieces of architecture since recently raised, the 
noblest structure Dublin has to boast ; and it is no hyperbole 
to advance, that this edifice, in the entire, is the grandest, most 
convenient, and most extensive of the kind in Europe. The 
pcniico is without any of the usnal architectural decorations, 
having neither statue, vase, bas-relief, tablet, sculptured key- 
stone, orsunk panel, to enrich it; it derives all its beauty from 
a simple impulse of fine art ; and is one of the few instances 
of form only expresedng true symmetry. It has been with 
many the subject of coouderation, whether it could not have 
been rendered still more pleasing had the dado of the pedestal 
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above the entablature been perforated, and balusters placed 
in tJie openings ; but those of the best taste have been de- 
ddedly of opinion it is best aa the architect has put it out of 
his hands. This noble structure is situated on College-green, 
and is placed nearly at right angles with the west &ont of the 
College. The contiguity of two such structures ^ves a grui- 
deur of scene that would do honour to the first city of Europe. 
The inside of this admirable building corresponds in every re- 
spect with the majesty of its external appearance. The middle 
door under the portico leads directly into the Commons- hotise, 
passing through a great hall, called the Court of Bequests, 
where people assemble during the sittings uf Parliament, some- 
tames lat^ deputations of them with, and attending petitions 
before the House. The Commons-room is truly deserving of 
admiration. Its form is circular, 55 feet in diameter, insc^bed 
in a square. The seats whereon the members eit are disposed 
around the centre of the room in concentric circles, one rising 
above another. About 15 feet above the level of the floor, on 
a cylindrical basement, are disposed 16 Corinthian columns 
supporting a rich hemispherical dome, which crowns the whole. 
A narrow gallery for the public, about five feet broad, with 
very convenient seats, is fitted up, with a balustrade in front 
between the pillars. The appeamnce of th^ House assembled 
below from the Gallery corresponds with its importance, and 
presents a dignity that must be seen to be felt ; the strength 
of the orators' eloquence receives additional force from the con- 
struction of the place, and the vibration in the dome. All 
around the Commons-room is a beautiful corridor, which 
communicates by three doors into the bouse, and to all the 
apartments attendant thereon, which are conveniently disposed 
about, committee-rooms, rooms for clerks, coffee-rooms, &c. 
The House of Lords is situated to the right of the Commons, 
and is also a noble apartment ; the body is forty feet long by 
thirty feet wide, in addition to which, at the upper end, b a 
circular recess 13 feet deep, like a large niche, wherein the 
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throne is placed, under a rich caaop; of crimeon velvet : and 
at the lower end ia the bar, 20 feet square. The room is or- 
namented at each end with Corinthian columns, with niches 
between. The entablature of the order goee round the room, 
which is covered with a rich trunk ceiling. On the two long 
sides of the* room are two large jneces of tapestry, now [1792] 
rather decayed : one represents the femoua battle of the Boyne, 
and the other, the siege of Derry. Here again," adds Malton, 
"the House assembled, from below the bar a high scene of 
picturesque grandeur u presented : and the Viceroy on his 
throne appears with more splendour than his Majesty himself 
on the throne of England." 

The tapestry in the House of Lords was manu&ctured by 
Robert BaiUie, of Dublin, at the rate of three pounds per ell, 
inclosiTe of the expense of the deMgns. When set up in the 
Hotiee of Lords in September, 1733, this tapestry was consi- 
dered equal to that made at Brueseb to commemorate Marl- 
borough's victories. Biullie's original contract, in 1737, was 
to furnish eax pieces of tapestry, including, in addition to the 
two above mentioned, the landing of the Prince of Orange and 
his army at Carrichfergue ; his entry into Dublin ; the battle 
of Aughrim ; and the taking of Cork and Kinsale by Marl- 
borough. As compensation for the loss he sustuned by not 
suppljnog those four additional pieces, the House of Lords 
presented Biullie with a gratuity of £200. 

The Parliament of Ireland, as constituted by the policy of 
England, was not even remotely representative of the Irish 
people, four-fifths of whom were, as Catholics, permitted nether 
to sit in it, nor to vote at the election of its members, who 
openly avowed towards the natives irreconcilable antipathies 
of country, interests, and reli^on. The numerical body of the 
inhabitants having been effectually excluded from taking an 
active part in the affiiirs of the nation, every important question 
between Great Britun and Ireland affecting the political situ- 
ations of the two countries was freed from the interference of 
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the Irish Catholics as completely as if they had no actoal exist- 
ence; and thus the interest of the majority of the people ex- 
erted no influence whatever in the agitation of tmy national 
subject. " The Parliament of Ireland," said Lord Chancellor 
Clare, " seemed to have rested the security of the colony upon 
muntiuning a perpetual a^d impassable barrier agiunst the an- 
ient inhabitants of the country." 

The Government business in the Parliament of Ireland 
was managed by three or four leaders of the ascendancy, pos- 
sessing suffifuent influence in the House of Commons to obtun 
by their coalition a clear majority upon any qnestion. These 
personages, styled " Undertakers," regokrly stipulated with 
the Viceroys the terms on which they would carry the King's 
business through the House, and procure the paseang of the 
votes for supphes. In return, they required that tiie disposal 
of allCourt-Jkvours, places, pen«ons, and preferments, should 
pass through their hands, in order to keep their subalterns in 
a etate of dependence on them. The leader made all applies^ 
tions, and cliumed as a right the privilege of gratifying his 
fiiends in proportion to thdr numbers. When the demands 
of the " Undertakers" were not complied with, every measure 
was taken to cross and obstruct the business of Government, 
and the Parliamentary session became a struggle for power 
between the heads of rival parties, who, during the absence of 
the Viceroy, pushed th^nselves into the office of Lord Ju^ 
tice, according to the prevalence of their interest. 

To obviate the inconveniences resulting from that portion of 
" Poyning's Law" deoredng that no Acts should be passed in the 
Irish Legislature except those which had been approved in Eng- 
land, and transmitted thence before the opening of the Parlia^ 
ment of Ireland, aStatuteofPhilipand Mary authorized the Irish 
Peers and Conunons to pass all Bills which should, at any time 
during the sesuon, be certified to the King by the Viceroy 
and Privy Council, as expedient for the kingdom, and returned 
under the Great Seal of England. This Statute and Poy- 
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nings' Act regulated the entire proceedings of the Zje^slatnre 
of Ireland, and at the first Bitting of every new Parliament, and 
then only, Billa were sent over under the Great Seal of Eng- 
land, and either passed or rejected by the two Houses. The 
ordinaiy coarse was for a Member of either Honse to bring in 
•'heads of a Bill," which, if passed, were carried to the Vice- 
roy, and by him referred to the Privy Council, who, having 
made such alterations as they desired, certified them to the King 
under theGreat Seal of Irehuid. The PrivyCouncil of England 
referred the document to dielr Attorney-General ; and after 
having undergone his amendments, with the approval of the 
Council, it was returned under the Great Seal of England to 
the Parliament of Ireland, which could merely receive or re- 
ject, but had not the power of altering a word of it. The 
Bill, having passed a second time the House in which it had 
taken its rise, was sent to the other House, and subsequently 
received the Royal Assent. Any proposed Bills militating 
against the senUments of Govemnient wore usually arrested 
in their progress to the Throne by the Irish Privy Council 
refusing to certify them ; and this suppression was technically 
s^led " putting them under the cushion." The authority thus 
assumed by the Privy Council of standing between the King 
and his subjeets was frequently employed to prevent the enact- 
ment of proposed laws of the most salutary nature; and was 
consequently long considered a heavy grievance by the people. 
The Viceroy's visits to the ParliamentHouse were conducted 
with all the pomp and state of royalty, the streets, from the 
Castle to the College, being lined with eoldiera on these occa- 
sions; while a squadron of cavalry accompanied the cortege, 
which moved forward in solemn procession amidst military 
music. On entering the Parliament House, the Viceroy 
went to his " robing-room ;" thence, arrayed in royal robes, he 
proceeded to the House of Lords, attended by two Earis bear- 
ing the sword of state and the cap of m^tenancc, three noble- 
men's sons supporting the train of his robe. 

VOL. III. u 
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After tnaklDg a conge to the Throne, the Viceroy Bscended 
and took his seat in the chair of state under the canopy; all 
the Lords, apiritual and temporal, standbg robed in their 
places, and uncovered, till they took their seats. When the 
royal assent vas to be ^ven to Bills, the Lord Chancellor, 
kneeling, conferred with the Viceroy, and then, staoding on 
the ri^t band of the chair of state, connnanded the Gentle- 
man Usher of the Black Rod to acquaint the Hooee of Com- 
mone that it was his Excellency's pleasure that they should 
attend him immediately in theHouse of Peers. The Commons, 
vith their Speaker, having amved, were conducted to the 
Bar, where the Speaker, after an oration, read the titles of the 
Bills prepared to be presented for the royal assent. The 
Bills were then delivered at the Bar by the Speaker to the 
Clerk of the Parliaments, who brought them to the table, 
where the Clerk of the Crown having read their titles, the 
Clerk of the Parliaments pronounced the royal assent seve- 
rally in these words : " Le Koy remercie ses boos sujets, 
aceepte leur benevolence, et ain^ le veut." When the Bills 
were not Money Bills, the assent was given by the words : 
" Le Boy le veut," or •' Soit fait comme il est desir^." The 
Lord Lieutenant with his suite then withdrew, in the same 
order as they had entered, and the Commons having returned 
to their House, the Lords retired to unrobe, after which tlie 
sitting was cither adjourned or resumed. 

The meetings of the Lords with the Lower House were 
either relative to messages sent up, or on conferences ; on these 
occasions the mode of proceeding was as follows. The Com- 
mons having, by the Usher, given notice to the Lords, the 
latter, after despatching the bu«ness on which they were en- 
gaged, and all sitting covered, sent for them, who, on entering, 
stood at the lower end of the chamber. The Chancellor, with 
those peers who pleased, then rose and went down to the 
middle of the Bar, to which the chief of the Committed in the 
midst of them, and the rest about him, came, with three cour- 
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tenes, and deUverol th^r message to the Cfaanoellor, vho, on 
rec^ring it, retired to his former place, aod reported it to the 
Peers after the withdrawal of the Commons. The Lords 
hftring formed their decision, sent for the Commons, who, 
on re-entering, approached the Bar with three courtesies, as 
before, and the Peers, utting in order and covered, the answer, 
in the name of the House, was delivered by the Chancellor 
from the woolsack.. 

The place of meeting of the Peers with the Commons was 
asually the conference-chamber below etiurs, between both 
Houses. The Lords always came in a body, and sat covered, 
while the Commons, at such committees or conferences, were 
not allowed to be covered or to »t down. 

No persons, except Members, or such as were commanded to 
attend, were permitted to enter the Honse of Peers during 
die sittings, or to be present at any committee or conference, 
under pain of severe and exemplary punishment. At confer- 
ences with the Commons, none but Members of the Committee 
were allowed to speak, and when any matter that had been 
committed was reported, all the Lords of the Committee stood 
op uncovered. 

The Usher of the Black Rod wiuted outside the Bar, and 
■poke there, according to occasion. The Sergeant-atrArms 
was also stationed outside the Bar, in an adjoining apartment, 
and entered only when called upon. 

At the debates in the House of EH>rd8 none were sufl^red 
to be present but the sons of peers and persons obliged to 
attend. The constables and messengers of the Parliament 
were ordered to prohibit hackney-coachmen with th^r coaches 
from coming to the door of the House : previous to the 
opening of the session, the Lord Mayor usually issued a 
proclamation forbidding all drivers of carts, cars, and drays 
to pass, re-pass, or go through any part of Dame-street or 
CoUege-green from 11 a. h. to S p. h., during the sitting of 
Parliament, in order to prevent stoppages and obstructions to 
g2 
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the giettt concourse of people wliose affairs caused them to re- 
sort thither. 

The persecuting spirit exhiUted by the LegisUture of their 
English mother country towards the Press was emulated by 
the Parliament of Ireland, which usually ordered publications 
reporting its proceedings or reflecting on its Members to be 
burned by the common hangman, at noon, at the gate of the 
House, to the Bar of which the publishers were summoned, 
and fined a^d imprisoned for breach of privil^|e. 

For having committed George Faulkner to Newgate in 
1735, the Commons were censured in verses commenang: — 

" Better we all were in our graves 
Than live in slavery t« slaves." 

The lengths to which the persecution of the Press were 
carried by the Parliament of Ireland in the earlier years of 
the reign of George II. elicited the following tUotribe : — 

" Te paltry underlings of state ; 
Te senators who love to prate ; 
Te rascals of inferior note. 
Who, for a dinner, sell a vote ; 
Te pack of pensionary peers, 
Whose fingers itch for poets' cars j 
Te bishops, far removed from saints, 
Why all this rage ? why these complainta ? 
Why against printers all this uoiso f 
This summoning of blackguard boys ? 
Why so sagacious in your guesses ? 
Tour F's, and T*s, and R's, and S's! 
Take my advice ; to make you safe, 
I know a shorter way by half. 
The point is plain : — remove the cause ; 
Defend your liberties and laws ; 
Be Bometimea to your country true ; 
Have once the public good in view ; 
Bravely despise champagne at court, 
And choose to dine at home with port : 
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Let prelates, by their good behaviour, 
Convince ua they believe a Savionr ; 
Nor Bell vhat they » dearly bought — 
This conntiy— noiv their own — for nought." 

From the aliape of its original dome, the appellation of 
tlie " Goose Pie" was coromonly applied to the Parliament 
House and its Members in the local satires of the last ceo- 
tury, of which one of the most severe was that written by 
Swift in 1736, entitled "A Character, Panegyric, and Descrip- 
tion of the Legion Club." This satire was occasioned by an 
inroad made on the income of the Clergy of the Established 
Chmrch by the great Protestant land-owners in Ireland resist- 
ing payment of the tithe of agistment or pasturage, in which 
they succeeded by disposing of the question before them- 
selves in the House of Commons, where they passed resolu- 
tioBfi that the commencing of suite on the demand of tithe 
agistment for dry and barren cattle, must impEur the Protes- 
tant interest, and occasion Popery and infidelity to gun 
ground. The Protestant gentry of the country at this period 
felt no interest for the clerical order, not seeing any prospect 
of th^ own relations receiving promotion in it, as the Epis- 
copal Bench and other important preferments iu the Estab- 
lished Church in Ireland were then mainly filled by English 
eccleoastics. In the '* Legion Club" the following passages 



" Ab I Btrotl the city, ofl I 
See a buildii^ large and lofly, 
Kot a bow-ahot from the College ; 
Half the globe from sense and knowledge : 
By the prudent architect, 
Placed against the chnrch direct, 
Making good my grandam's jest, 
' Near the church' — you know the rest. 
Tell us what the pile contains ? 
Many a head that holds no brains. 
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These demoniaca let me dab 
With the name of Legion Clnb ; 
Such assemblies, yon might swear, 
Meet when bat«hora bait a bear : 
Such a noise, and snch haranguing. 
When a brother thief is hanging : 
Such a rout, and such a rabble, 
Bno to hear Jack-pndding gabble. 
Could I from the building's top 
Hear the rattling thunder drop. 
While the Devil upon the roof 
(If the Devil be thunder-proof) 
Should with poker, fiery red. 
Crack the stones, and melt the lead ; 
Drive them down on every skull ; 
When the den of thieves is full ; 
Quite destroy that harpies' nest ; 
How might then our Isle be blest ! 
For Divines allow that God 
Sometimes makes the Devil his rod; 
And the Qospel will inform us. 
He can punish sins enormous. 
Yiit should Swift endow the schools. 
For his lunatics and fools. 
With a rood or two of land, 
I allow the pile may stand. 
You, perhaps, may ask me, why so ? 
But it is with this proviso : 
Since the bouse is like to lost, 
Let the royal grant be pass'd, 
That the Club have right to dwell 
Each within his proper cell. 
With a passage left to creep in. 
And a hole above for peeping. 
Let them, when they once get in. 
Sell the nation for a pin ; 
While they sit a-picking straws, 
Let them rave at making lawn. 
Let them form a grand committee. 
How to plague and starve the city; 
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Let them stare, and atonn, and frown, 
When they see a clei^y govn ; 
Let them with their goeling quills 
Scribble senseless beads of Bills." 

Ader a fierce diatribe aguaat Sir Thomas PreDdergiut, 
one of the Members most active in the encroachmeDt upon 
the reveouesof the Protestant olergy, the author continues: — 

"Come, assist me, Uuse obedient ! 
Let us try some new expedient ; 
Shift the scene for half an lumr. 
Time and place are in thy power. 
Thither, gentle Ifuse, conduct me ; 
I shall ask, and yoa instmct mo. 
See, the Uuab nnbars the gate ; 
Hark, the monkeys, bow they prate ! 
All ye goda who rule the soul : 
Styx, through Hell whose waters roll ! 
Let me be allowed to tell 
What I beard in yonder Hell. 
Near the door an entrance gapes, 
Crowded round with antic shapes. 
Poverty, and Grief, and Care, 
Causeless Joy, and true Despair ; 
Discord, periwi^'d with snakes. 
See the dreadful strides she takes ! 
In the porch Sriareus stands, 
Bhews a bribe in all his hands ; 
Briureos, the Secretary, 
But we mortals call him Carey. 
When the rogues their country fleece. 
They may hope for pence a-piece. 
There Clio saw three hundred brutes 
All involved in wild diE^utes, 
Bearing till their lungs were spent, 
' Privilege of Parliament.' " 

The author then proceeds with merciless invectives agninst 
John Waller, Richard 'i^gfae, Sergeant Bettesworth, Owen 
Wynne, Bingham, the Aliens, and other Members of the 



itizecy Google 



88 HtSTOKT OP THE CITT OF DUBLIN. 

Hoaae. After reproachbg Dr. Marcua Aothony Morgan, 
ChurmaD of the obooxioua Comiuitt«e, for having joined with 
the factJon agiunst the clergy, the writer concludes as fol- 
lows: — 

" How I want thee, humorous HogarthI 

Thou, I hear, a pleasant rogue art. 

Were but you and I acquainted. 

Ever; monster should be ptuntod : 

You should try your graving tools 

On this odious group of fools ; 

Draw the beosts-as I describe them : 

Form their features while I gibe them ; 

Draw them like, for, I assure you. 

You will need no car'catura ; 

Draw them so that we mfty trace 

All the soal in every face. 

'Keeper, I must now retire. 

You have done what I desire ; 

But I feel my spirits i^»ent 

With the noise, the eight, the scent' 

' Pray, be patient ; you shall find 

Half the list are still behind ! 

You have hardly eeeu a score ; 

I can shew two hundred more.' 

' Keeper, I have seen enough.' 

Taking then a pinch of snuff, 

I concluded, looking round them, 

' May their god, the Devil, confound them.' " 

The first trial heltl in the new Farliainent House was that 
of Henry, fourth Lord Saotry, who, io 1 739, was indicted fur 
having in the previous year killed a man at Pulnierstown. 
The 27th of April having been appointed for the triiil, a re- 
giment of infantry took up its station on College green, soon 
afler 6 a. h., and at 7 o'clock the company of Battle-axe 
guards lined the avenues leading to the Parliament House, 
the city constables attending to preserve the peace. At 7^ 
o'clock, the prisoner, then in his twenty-ninth year, was con- 
vejed, in a hackney-coach, from gaol by- the High Shcrifis 
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of the aty, to the House of CommonB, which had been fitted 
up for the oocaaion ; and at 10 o'clock, Thomas, Lord Wynd- 
ham, Chancellor of Ireland, constituted High Steward by 
royal commission, proceded from his residence in StephcoV 
green to the Parliament House. The following circumstantiid 
account of the proceedings is preserved in a contemporary 
manuscript : — 

" On the morning of the trial, the Judges in their scarlet 
robee, together with the King-of-Arms, the Gentleman ITeher 
of the Black Rod, and the Sergeaot-at-Arms, assembled at the 
Lord I^gh Steward's bouse, to wut upon his Grace, the 
EiDg-of-Arms being in his coat of arms, the Gentleman 
Usher of the Black Kod having the white staff, and the Ser- 
geant-ot- Amos having his mace. After aehort stay, his Grace 
the Lord High Steward went to his coach in the following 
order : hia Grace's twelve gentlemen, two and two, bare- 
headed ; his Sergeaat^at-Arms and Seal-bearer, both bare- 
beaded, the one with the mace, the other with the purse; 
the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod with his Grace the 
Lord High Steward's white staff, and the King-of-Arms on his 
right hand, both bare*headed ; then his Grace the Lord High 
Steward, in his rich gown, with his train borne, followed by the 
Chief Justices and Judges. His Grace's gentlemen first took 
their coaches, four in a coach, each coach having two horses. 
Then his Grace the Lord High Steward took his coach, with 
six horses, seating himself on the hinder seat of the coach 
singly, the King-of-Arms and the Seal-bearer sitting over 
againsthis Grace, bare-headed, the Black Rod in the right-hand 
boot of the coach, with his Grace's white staff; and his Grace's 
Sergeant-at-Arros in the left boot, with his mace. The Judges 
took th^r coaches and followed his Grace. A messenger was 
sent a little before to acquunt the Lords the Triers, who were 
assembled in a room near the place appointed for the trial of 
the prisoner, that his Grace was coming, upon which they 
went and took their Beat« in the Court. When his Grace 
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came to the g»te wh«re the Court was held, be was met b; 
four other 3er^;eaoto, with their macee, and attended to his 
seat in the Court in this order : his Grace's geDtlemen, two- 
and-two ; the Sergeants-at-Arms two-ond-two ; his Grace's 
Sei^eant-at-Arms and Seal-bearflr; the Blade Rod, and 
Eing-at-arma ; his Grace the Lord High Steward, with his 
trun borne, followed by the Chief Justices and Judges, two- 
and-two. Then his Grace proceeded, saluting the Peers 
on each mde as he passed, to a chur, under a cloth of 
state, placed upon an ascent of one step only, and having 
seated himself, the purse was laid on a stool a little before 
him on his right hand, and his Grace's Sergeaat-at-Arms 
went with his mace to the lower end of the table. Then, his 
Grace imag in the chur, the Lords Triers on th^ benches on 
each side, and the Judges on theb: seats at the table, the Kiog- 
ol^Anos and the Seal-bearer placed themselves on his Grace's 
right hand, the Black Bod on his left, and the Sergeant-at-Anna 
and his Gentlemen on each ^de of his Grace, more backward. 
Then the Clerk of the Crown in the King's Bench, and the 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, having the King's commis- 
sion to hia Grace in his hand, both made three reverences to 
bis Grace, and at the third reverence, coming up before him, 
they both kneeled down ; and the Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery, on his knee, presented the commission to his Grace, 
who delivered it to the Clerk of the Cronn of the King's 
Bench, who reofived it upon his knees, and then they, with 
three reverences, returned to the (able. Then the Clerk of 
tiie Crown of the King's Bench directed his Grace's Sergeant- 
at-Arms (after thrice crying ' oyez') to make proclamation of 
silence, while his Majesty's commission to his Grace the Lord 
High Steward was reading, which proclamation the Clerk of 
the Crown directed, and the Sergeant-at-Arms made, with his 
mace on his shoulder; then the Clerk of the Crown of the 
King's Bench, opening the commission, read it, bis Grace 
and the Lords standing up, uncovered, while it was reading. 
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The commisaion being read, and his Qrace bowing to the 
Peers, wfao returae'l the salute, and sitting down agun, the 
King-of-Anns, and the Black Rod, with three reverenceB, 
jointly presented the white staff, oo th^ knee, to his Grace, 
who, afler a little time, re-delivered the aame to Uie Usher 
of the Black Kod, to hold daring the trial. Then the King< 
of-Arnis returned to the right, and the Usher of the Black 
Bod, holding the white staff, to the left of bis Grace's ehiur. 
And proclatnation was made for all perBona, except Peers, Privy 
ConndUorB, and the Judges, to be uncovered. Then proda- 
matioD was mode, that the person or persons to whom any 
writ or precept had been directed, for the certifying any 
indictment or record before the Lord High Steward, his Grace, 
should certify and bring in the same forthwith, according to 
the tenor of the same writ and precept to them or any of 
them directed. Whereupon the writ of cerlturari, with the 
precept to the Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, and 
the returns to the same, were delivered in at the tabic, and read 
by the Clerk of the Crown of the King's Bench. Then pro- 
clamation was made for the person orpersonsinwhose custody 
the prisoner was, to return to his or their writ and precept, 
together with the body of the prisoner, into court. Where- 
upon the Sheriffs of the city of Dublin gave in the writ di- 
rected to them for bringing up the prisoner, together with his 
Grace's precept and their returns to the same, which were 
read by the Clerk of the Crown of the King's Bench. Then 
they brought the prisoner to the bar, the axe being carried 
before him, and the person carrying the axe stood with it at 
the bar, on the right hand of the prisoner, turning the edge 
from him. The prisoner, at his approach to the bar, made 
three reverences, one to his Grace the Lord High Steward, the 
others to the Peers on each hand, and his Grace and the Peers 
returned the salute to him. Then the proclamation was made 
for the Sergeant>4it-Arms to return his Grace the Lord High 
Steward's precept to him directed, together with the names of 
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all the Lords and noblemen of the tealm, peers of the prisoner 
bj him summoned forthwith. The Sergeant-at-Arms having 
delivered in his precept and return at the table, the same were 
read by the Clerk of the Crown. Then the Cleric of the 
Crown of the King's Bench directed the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to make proclamaUon for all Earls, Viscounts, and Barons 
of the realm, peers of the prisoner, who, by commandment of 
his Qrace the Lord High Steward, were summoned to appear 
there that day and were present in court to answer to their 
names. Then the Peers summoned were called over, and 
those who appeared, standing up uncovered, answered to 
their names, each making a reverence to his Grace the Lord 
High Steward, and were : — 

Robert, Earl of Eildare. James, Viscount Limerick. 

Henry, Earl of Thomond. Marcus, Yiscount Tyrone. 

Alexander, Earl of Antrim. Brabazon, Yiscount Duncaimon. 

James, Earl of Roscommon. Humphry, Viscount Laneeborongh. 

Chawortb, Earl of Ifeatk Francis, Baron of Athemy. 

Edward, Earl of Drogheda. "William, Baron of Howth. 

Hugh, Earl of Mount- Alexander. Oeoi^, Baron of Carberry. 

John, Earl of Qrondieon. Charles, Lord Tullamore. 

Nicholas, Viscount Nettervillc. Thomas, Lord SouthweU. 

Theohald, Viscount Mayo. William, Lord Caatledurrow. 

William, Viscount Mountjoy, John, Lord Desart. 
Oeoi^, Viscount Castlecomer. 

"After this the Peers Triers took their places on the benches 
on each side, according to their respective degrees. Then his 
Grace the Lord High Steward addressed himself to the pri- 
soner, and the indictment having been read, — Clerk of the 
Crown: Is your Lordship guilty or not guilty? LordSantry: 
Not guilty. Clerk of the Crown : How will your Lordship 
be tried? Lord Santry: By God and my peers. Then the 
Lord High Steward gave his charge to the Peers." 

" Laugblin Murphy, the unfortunate man killed, was," 
according to Robert Jocelyn, the Attorney-General, " a 
person who with a good deal of industry and difficulty mtun- 
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tuned himself, a wife, and three Bmall children, by being em- 
ployed as a porter, aod carrying letters and messages. — The 
day this unfortunate acddent happened," continues our autho- 
rity, " was the 9th ot Aagust, the fiur-day of Palmerstowo, 
the house a public-house, and, as I am instructed, the door 
that leads into the house goes into a narrow passage upon 
the right hand ; the passage leads to the chamber where the 
noble Lord, the prisoner at tiie bar, was with his company on 
the left to the door of the kitchen, where the deceased was. 
It has been opened that the Lord the prisoner at the bar had 
been drinking some lime, — my brief says, some hours. The 
company was gone, but there happened some words between 
the noble Lord the prisoner at the bar and one Humphreys, 
something more than words; lor," continued Jocelyn, "ac- 
cording to my instructions, the noble Lord the prisoner at 
the bar twice attempted to draw his sword, but could not do 
it. He was then in a pasrion, and suddenly letl the room ; 
and was gdng either out of doors or to the kitchen. It was 
then he met this poor man in the passage, and pushed him . 
with his right hand, and the deceased went on to the kitchen, 
whither the Lord the prisoner followed him, and swore he 
would kill any man that should speak a word. The poor man 
spoke, and the noble Lord the prisoner at the bar too puno- 
tu^ly performed what he had so rashly sworn, and stabbed 
him. Upon this the man went into a room near the kitchen, 
stayed but a little while, and came back into the kitchen; 
the blood gushed out of the wound, the man fell down and 
cried out ' I am killed.' Upon this the noble Lord the pri- 
soner, going out hastily, took his horse, and gave the man of 
the house a four-pouud piece, but gave him no order what to 
do." Murphy died on the 25th of September, id Hammond- 
Une, Dublin. Lord Santry's defence was, that his death had 
been caused by disease. 

A letter written from Dubhn by Dr. Thomas Bundle, 
Bishop of Derry, contains the following notice of this trial: — 
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'■ Poor Lord Sontry was tried on Friday by hie Peers. I 
never beheld a ught so awM and majestic and dreadfully 
beautifiil in my life ; and nothmg was ever performed with 
so mach solemnity, silence, md dignity before in any coontry. 
The finest room in Europe filled with the nobility and gentry 
<^the whole kingdom and both sexee; the High Steward, 
every one of the Judges ; the Lords the Triers ; and the noble 
prisoner, yonng and handsome, most decent in his behaviour, 
and vrith abeooming fortitude in hia speaking, — could not but 
compose the most affecting scene. All were so attentive 
that silence was not once procliumed. The King's counsel 
did admirably ; but Bowes [the Solidtor-General] had «d op- 
portunity to show himself to the highest advantage. I always 
thought him an admirable speaker; but never imagined hiin 
half so great » man as I do at present, though I always loved 
and esteemed him. He did not use one severe word agmnst 
the unhappy Lord, nor omitted one severe observation that 
truth could dictate. I never heard, never read) so perfect 
a piece of eloquence. Its beauty arose from true umplidty 
and unafi^ted ornaments ; from the strength and light of his 
reason, the fairness aod candourand good nature of his heart; 
from the order and disposition of what he sud, the elegaoce 
and fulness of lus expressions, the shortness and propriety of 
his reflections, the muac of his voice, and the gmcefulness of 
his elocution. They were all wonderful indeed ; and charmed 
even those who were concerned and grieved at bis most ma»- 
terly performance. But if they did well, I think the counsel 
for the prisoner acted detestably. They only prompted him 
to ask a few treacherous questions, and spoke not one word in 
his favour ; though I have the vanity almost to think I could 
have offered a point of law that would have bid fiur to save 
him. When the twenty-three Peers returned to give th^r 
opinion, their countenances astonished the whole House; and 
all knew, from the horror of their eyes and the paleness 
of tbm looks, how they were agitated within before they 
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answered the dread question — * Guilty, upon my honour ;' 
and he was so moet certainly, according to the law : nor could 
they perhaps have brought in their dreadful verdict other- 
wise." 

The Peers unanimoosly recommended Lord Santry to the 
royal mercy, which b^Bg seconded by the Lord Lieutenant, 
the King granted him a reprieve, and subsequently a full 
pardon. 

Four years after Lord Santry's trial, Nicholas, fifth Vis- 
count Netterville, was indicted at the Parliament House for 
the murder of Michael Walsh, in the county of Meatb. 

At 6 A. M., on the 3rd February, 1743, the Lords as- 
sembled in their robes, and at 9 the trial commenced, the 
following Peers being present ; — Robert, Baron Newport, 
Chancellor of Ireland, and Lord High Steward ; the Earls of 
Kildare, Clanrickard, Antrim, Roscommon, Meath, Cavan, 
Drogfaeda, Mount Alexander, Ross, Londonderry, Bess- 
borough ; Viscounts ValentJa, Mayo, Strangford, Ikerrin, 
Massareene, Mountjoy, Molesworth, Boyne, Allen, Lanes- 
borough ; the Archbishops of Armagh, Dublin, and Tuam; 
the Bishops of Meath, Kildare, lamerick, Dromore, Corli:, 
Elphin, Killah^ ClouferC, Waterford, Derry, Down, Osaory, 
Killaloe ; Lords Atheory, Kingsale, Blayney, Kingston, 
Tullamore, Southwell, Castle Durrow, and Desart. 

" After prayers had been read, 'WWiom Hawkins, Esq., 
Deputy to Ulster King-of-Arms of all Ireland, being permitted 
to come to the table, the House was called over by the Clerk 
of the Parliaments ; the said Deputy Kng-of-Arms marking 
such of the Lords as were present ia a list. Then the House, 
according to order, was adjourned into the Court appointed 
for the trial of Nicholas Lord Viscount Netterville, whither 
the officers, attendants, Peers' sons, minor Peers and Lords, 
went in the order directed, die Deputy King-of-Arms calling 
them in their due places by a Ibt. When the Lords were 
seated on their proper benches, uid the Lord High Steward 
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upoB the woolpack, the House was resumed. The Clerks of 
the Crown presented the conunissioD upon their knees to the 
Lord High Steward. Then prochunation was made for silence ; 
and all the Lords stancUng uncovered, the commi«8ion was 
read. Which being ended, the Sergeant-at-Arms aaidi * God 
bless the King's Majesty.* Then the- Deputy King-of-Arms 
and the Gentleman Usher of the Black Bod presented the 
staff) on their knees, to his Grace the Lord High Steward. 
Proclamation was made for all persons but Peers to be un- 
covered. The certiorari was then read by the Clerk of the 
Crown of the King's Bench. Then the Lord High Steward 
removed from the woolpaok to the chur appointed for bis 
Grace, which was placed upon an ascent, just before the up- 
permost step of the Throne, and seated himself in the chair. 
Proclamation was made for bringing the prisoner to the bar, 
according to the order of the House of Lords, who being come, 
and kneeling; lus Grace the Lord High Steward desired his 
Lordship to rise, and acquainted him on what account he was 
brought tliither, and that he had it in command from the 
Lords to let his Lordship know that he was not to hold up 
his hand at the bar, and that his Lordship and all other persona 
who might have occasion to speak to the Court were to ad- 
dress themselves to the Lords in general, and not to the Lord 
High Steward. Then the Clerk of tlie Crown of the King's 
Bench read the indictment, and afler his Lordship was ar- 
rugned, he was asked ' whether he was guilty of the felony, 
treason, and murder, whereof he stands indicted, or not 
guilty ?* He smd he was not guilty. And bemg asked by 
whom he would be tried, he stud, by God and his Peers. 
Froclamatioo was then made for the witnesses to be brought 
into court. Then Mr. Prime Sergeant Malone opened the 
indiotment, and Mr. Attorney-General and Mr. Solicitor- 
General were likewise heard on his Majesty's behalf." Leave 
having been given to the Lords spiritual to withdraw, the 
trial proceeded ; but owing to the death of the two principal 
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witnesses, whose depositions were rejected in evidence,, no 
case could be suetuned against Lord Netterrille, and the trial 
tenninated as follows : — '* The Peers b^g come into the 
CooTt appointed for the trial, the House was resumed : and 
after proclamaiion for silence, the Lord High Steward said : 
* The House having heard all the evidence, the question was, 
whether Nicholas Lord Viscount NettervtUe is guilty of the 
felony, treason, and murder, whereof he stands indicted, or 
not guilty ?' Then the Lord High Steward stood up, and by 
a list called over every Peer then present by his name, begin- 
ning with the youngest Baron ; and put the question to every 
Lord to know what his judgment was, Whether Nicholas 
Lord Viscount Netterville was guilty of the felony, treason, 
and murder, whereof he stands indicted, or not guilty ? And 
the Lord to whom he called stood up in his place uncovered, 
and laying his right hand upon his breast, delivered his judg- 
ment : — * Kot guilty, upon my honour.* Then the Lord High 
Steward standing up uncovered, putting hu right hand upon 
his breast, said, ' My Lord Vucount Netterville is not guilty, 
upon my honour;' and then declared that their Lordships 
were unanimously of opinion that my Lord Viscount Netter- 
ville is not guilty of the felony, treason, and murder whereof 
he stands indicted. Then the Lord Viscount Netterville, 
being by order brought to the bar, the Lord High Steward 
let hia Lordship know that he was indicted for the murder of 
Michael Wabh, and that he having pot himself upon his Peers 
for his trial, declared, that the Peers by their judgment had 
unanimously found him not guilty of the felony, treason, and 
murder whereof he stood indicted ; and that therefore hia 
Lordship is discharged. And then the White Staff tmng de- 
livered to his Grrace the Lord High Steward, be stood up, and 
holding it in both his hands, broke it in two, and then leaving 
the chur, came down to the woolpack, and said, < Is it your 
Lordships' pleasure to adjourn the House of Peers?' Which 
was agreed to by the House. The House b^ng adjourned to 
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the Hook of Peera, the Lords and the attendants went back 
in the same order as they came." 

In the Lords' Committee-room of the Parliament House, 
the Dublin Society^, previous to taking possession of "Sbaw's- 
court," held thur meetings on every Thursday, except during 
the long vacation. Experiments relative to agricultural ma- 
chinery were made here under their euperintendeuce ; thdr 
machines and models were deposited in the vaults, and the 
Society's Agricultural Museum at the Parliament House was 
(^n to the public on Mondays and Thursdays, &om 12 till 
2 p. M. On the occasions of the abjudication of the Sodety's 
premiums for profidency in the fine arte, the per&rmances of 
the various candidates were hung round a spadoos room in the 
Parliament House ; the boys were directed to sit at a large 
table and draw the figures or living model placed upon it. 
The drawings were divided by the judges into classes, accord- 
ing to their merits, and the young artists recdved p%miums 
-rayiiig from a guinea to a crown. 

The Lords' Committee-room was also used for the meet^ 
ings of the Incorporated Sodety for promoting English I^x>- 
testant schools in Ireland ; and the " Fbysico-Historical 
Sodety," founded in 1748, "to make inquiries into the 
natural and i»vil history of the kingdom," used to assemble 
there on the first Monday of every month. The Society for 
the relief of Protestant strangers also met there, towards the 
middle of the last century ; and book auctions were firequently 
held in the Coffee-room of the House of Lords. 

Between 1749 and 1761 upwards of £2000 wei« expended 
in various repwrs of the Pariiament House. The seats in 
the House of Lords were covered with red, and the benches 
of the Commons witb green cloth. 

Dr. Charles Lucas, o{ Dublin, in his political publications 
in 1748, protested more pertinaciously than either Molyneux 
or Swift agiunst Irishmen tolerating the right assumed by 
England to legislate for them. He denounced oynings' 
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Act as unconatitatioDal, uid declared that the impomtioD of 
laws made in a "stnmge, a foreign Parliament," withont their 
consent or knovledge, placed the Proteetont Irish under a 
more severe bondage ihan the laraelitee suffered in Egypt. 
liucas aveired that he disdained the thought of being the 
repreaentatiTe of s people who dared not be &ee, and called 
on his fellow-citazena to demand a repeal or abolition of (he 
unjust and oppressive statutes : telling them that they could 
not, consistently with their duty to thur God, thsai Klug, and 
country, theowelves and thdr post^ty, relinquish the cWm 
to thdr Inrthright — libeHy. *' Though it may," he added, 
" be by unjust superior force ibr a while suppressed, you are 
not, Uke epnriona sons and dastards, to be discouraged, and, 
by abandoning, suffer it to be extinguished. No ; you are 
to purme and cherish it ; and then, you may be assured, it 
must, sooner or later, work your deliverance." 

When Locas in 1749 became a candidate for the repre- 
sentation of DobUn, Government influenced the House of 
Commons to pass unanimous votes declaring his writings 
seditious, and himself an enemy to his country. They also 
requested the Viceroy to issue an order for his apprehenuon, 
to escape which he was obliged to seek a temporary asylum 
in England. 

The first serious dissension between the Government and 
the Fariiament of Ireland ori^uated in a contest for power 
between the Primate George Stone, head of the English in- 
terest, and Henry Boyle, t^e Whig, Speaker of the House 
of CommcHiB, seconded by the Prime Sergeant, Anthony 
Malone. A considerable surplus of revenue remaining in 
the Irish Exchequer, the Commons, in I749t prepared a Bill 
enacting that the amount should go towards the discharge of 
their National Debt ; but the British Cabinet, resenting what 
it considered an assumption by the Irish Le^lature of the 
right to apply the unappropriated fund without the previous 
consent of the Crown, directed the Duke of Dorset, on bis 
H 2 
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return as Viceroy in 1751, to acquaint the Parliament that 
the King would cotuent to the suggested allocatiou. The 
Commons, in their Bill for the application of £120,000 of the 
snrplus, specially omitted all mention of the Boyal Preroga- 
tive, and the document was consequently sent back altered 
in tlie preamble by an insertion of his Majesty's cvrtMeni and 
recommendation, in which form it was passed at once by the 
House; the "Patriot" members desiring to avoid divisions 
wUle directing their enetgies agiunst the "English interest" 
in the person of Arthur Jones Nevill, the Government Sur- 
veyor and Engineer-General. Having passed a resolution in 
March, 1752, that many of the barracks erected, rebmlt, or 
' repaired under the direction of Nevill, were extremely ill 
executed, unfit for the reception and dangerous to the health 
of troops, they voted that he should, at his own expense and 
without any further charge to the public, be obliged to cause 
the several contractors whom he had employed, to make good 
the defects in the barracks, and finish them in the most tffeo- 
tual manner. 

On the 9th of October, 1753, when Parliament agaia 
assembled, the Duke of Dorset, in opening the session, stated 
that he was commanded by the King to acquiunt the House 
that he would gradously cmueat and recommend tliat so 
much of the money renuuning in his Treasury as was neces- 
sary should be appUed to the discharge of the National Debt, 
or of such part of it as they thought expedient. In th&i 
Bill for the application of a further portion of the surplus, the 
Commons agun omitted the word "consent," as well as the 
compliments to the King usually embodied in the preambles 
of such documents. These omissions were supplied by the 
Ministry, who sent back the Bill with the following alteration : 
*' And your Majesty, ever attentive to the ease and happiness 
of your Mthful subjects, has been gradously pleased to sig- 
nify that you would content to recommend it to us, that so 
much of the money remuning in your Majesty's Treasury 
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86 should be necessary, be applied to tbe discharge of the 
Aational debt, or such part thereof as should be thoaght ex- 
pedient by Parliament." 

In November, 17fi3, Colonel Kchard Boyle moved that 
Arthur Jonea Nevill, late Engineer and Surveyor-General, 
in not complying with the resolutions of the House, bad 
acted in manifest contempt of its authority. This motion 
bdng the foundation for Nevill's ezpnl^on fiom hia seat in 
Parliament, occasioned a debate which lasted till 10 p.m., 
when tibe " English interest" was defeated by a majority of 
ei^t Totee — the numbers being, Ayes, 124; Noes, 116. On 
the 14tb of the following December the altered Money Bill 
was brou^t to the House ; on the 16th it was read a second 
time, and the alterations which had been made in it reported 
by a committee. The House, on the 17th of December, went 
into committee, and agreed to all the enacting paragraphs and 
title, but disapproved of the preamble of the Bill, which they 
rejected by a majori^ of five — Government having 117, and 
the Opposition 122 votes. This debate Usted nine hours; 
when the result of the diviuon, which took pUce late at 
night, was announced, thousands of anxious people who had 
crowded round the Pariiament House rent the air with accla- 
mations, conducted the " Patriot" members home in triumph ; 
and numbers bearing torches and sheaves of burning furze 
on pitchforks marched before the Speaker's carriage through 
streets blazing with bonfires, while the bells of the city rang 
out joyful peals for the defeat of the English interest. 

To commemorate this Parliamentary achievement gold 
medals were struck, bearing on the obverse the legend — " Ut- 
cunque ferent ea &cta Minores vindt Amor Fatriie ;" in the 
centre stands Hibemia, with a harp in her left hand, and 
behind her another figure holding a distaff, emblematic of the 
staple trade of the country. On her right stands another 
female, grasping her hand, and holding in her right a roll 
inscribed " Leges." To her Icfl is the Speaker of the House 
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of CommonB, in his robes, placing a cap of liberty on her 
head, and holding in bis left hand a heavy bag, inscribe 
« Vindicata," and behind him three senatora stepping out 
from a portico. Over the figures is Fame flyingi and blow- 
ing a trumpet, with a baimer appended, and insoribed 
t' czxiv. ;" she holds in her left hand a ribbon or band bearing 
the inscription, " Ergo tna jura manebunt." On the exeigne 
are two naked hnaum figures : one with the head of a bird 
of prey clutching at a quantity of money scattered on the 
ground, guarded by the other with the bead of a wolf, and 
loosed fix>m a chun fiutened to a rock; behind them some 
open rolls. The legend on the reverse reads : " Qmque sui 
Memores alios fecere merendo-" Across the field : ** Sacrum 
— SenatoribuB cxxiv. — Qui Tenaces Prsepoedti — Fortiter ac 
Prodenter— Jura Fatriie Bite — Vindioarunt xvii — Die De- 
oembris ^ne — Christianie hdccliu. — Quowca Vivite — 
Fortes." Another medal and medallet, both of simitar 
type, were also strack upon this occauon — obverse, "The 
Speaker, and Liber^ ;" bust, three-quarter &ce to the left, 
in wig and robe of office; reverse, "The 124 Patriots of 
Ireland ;" in the field a harp with the royal crown over it ; 
exergue, December 17, 1753. 

Most of the Members who on this question sided with 
the Speaker were soon dismissed from such offices as they 
held under the Crown, and the surplus in the Exchequer 
was by the King's letter transferred to London, where the 
British Ministers expended it in purchasing English boroughs 
to make good their interest at the ensuing elections. To 
prevent a recurrence of such an appropriation, the Parliament 
of Ireland took measures to apply every ftiture surplus to 
local public improvements ; the leaders of the Commons thus 
insured the fidelity of their subalterns, and by reduung the 
Crown to call/or the supplies, made their ovm political ser- 
vices necessary for the support of the King's Government. 

" The question of 1 7d3 was," it has been observed, " the 
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beginning, in this ooontry, of that ooDstitutioDRl epirit which 
asserted aflerwarde the privilege of the Commone, and guarded 
and hosbanded the esaential right of a free Conetitation. The 
question waa of its veiy essence ; but the effect spread beyond 
the question, aud the ability of the debate instructed the nation , 
and made her not only tenadoue of her rights, but proud of her 
understanding. There might have been party, there might 
have been &ctiou, oiizing with a great public prindple ;- so it 
was in the time of Ship-money ; so it was in the B«ToIution. 
In these instances the private motive mixed with the public 
cause : but still it was the cause of the public, and the cause 
of liberty." 

The Honse of Commons of Ireland acquired new impor- 
tance BO rapidly firom the transactions of 1763, that a borough 
sold in the succeeding year for three times the prioe paid for 
it in 1750. 

The " Patriot" party fell into popular disrepute wh^k its 
leaders, Anthony Malone and Henry Boyle, entered into terms 
with the Government, which conferred upon the latter the 
Earldom of Shannon, with a peu^on of £2000. The Speaker- 
ship of the Commons, thus vacated in 1756, was conferred upon 
John Ponsonby, son of the Earl of Besborough. A Bill, pro- 
posed in 1 756 to vacate the seats of Members enjoying penuons 
or Government offices, was rejected by 85 agiuust 59 ; but in 
the same year the Commons exhibited much spirit and deter- 
miuation in proceedings in volving the question whether the 
people of Ireland were to be deprived of the Parliamentary 
laying their grievances before the Crown. 

A report having g^ed drculation in Dublin, in 1759, that 
the Parliament contemplated passing an Act of Union with 
Great Britun, the populace became riotous, and beeet the eu- 
trance to the House of Commons. Bigby, the Viceroy's Secre- 
tary, came forth, and assured them that there were no grounds 
for thmr apprchenuons ; but the people refusing to take his 
word, Ponsonby, the Speaker, was obliged to go out and pa- 
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cify them ; and lUgb; having made a declaration in the House 
tliat if a Bill of Union were brought in, he would vote ag^nat 
it, the tumult aubaided, and the crowds dispersed. Their 
former suspicions were soon afterwards revived b; a motion 
brought forwEurd by Kgby, that the Lord Lieutenant might, 
on an emergency, such as an invasion, summon the Parliament 
to meet without an interval of forty days. This motion being 
interpreted as preparatory to a sudden scheme of Union before 
measures could be taken to oppose it, the people, on the 3rd 
December, 1759, rose in all parte of Dublin, and podteseing 
themselves of the avenues to the Parliament House, lud hands 
upon the Members, obliging them to take an oath to be true 
to Ireland, and to vote agunat a union. Kowley, a rich Pres- 
byterian, was seized, stripped, and threatened with drowning. 
They pulled off Lord Inchiquin's periwig and red ribbon; on 
his stuttering, firom an impediment in hia speech, when the oath 
was put to him, they cried, " Damn you I do you hesitate ?" 
but, hearing that his name waa O'Brien, their rage was changed 
to acclamations. The English Bishop of Eillala, and John 
Bowes, the English Lord Chancellor of Ireland, were dragged 
out of th«r coaches, and obliged to take the oath ; but the 
mob being struck with the idea that their administration of 
it might not be conndered binding, they stopped the Chief 
Justice, and made the Chancellor renew the oath in his pre- 
sence. Although Anthony Malone took the engagement, the 
people were so disgusted at his having lapsed from a " Patriot" 
leader into a G-ovemment penuoner, that one of the ringleaders 
dipped his fist in the channel before he would shake hands with 
him. Sir Thomas Prendergast, one of a family long in bad 
odour with the native Irish, being caught looking out from the 
House of Lords, was pulled forth by the nose, and rolled in the 
kennel. Finding Lord Farnham takbg the oaths on the death 
of his fiither, the people obliged him to take Uieirs ; and, as a 
practical satire on the political imbecility of the Peers, (heyplaced 
an old woman on the throne in the House of Lords, and sent 
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for pipes aod tobacco for her. ProceediDg to the House of 
Commona, they ordered the Clerk to bringthe Journals to biira, 
but altered their intention on his telling them that ibej would 
thus deatro; the only records of the defeat of the English in- 
terest in 1753. The greatest fury of the mob was directed 
agunst Bigby, recently appointed Master of the Bolls ; they 
prepared a gallows, and determined to hang him, which he 
escaped by being out of town. The Duke of Bedford, then 
Viceroy, sent to the Lord Mayor to quell the disturbance ; but 
he excused himself on the grounds of there being no 'Biot Act 
in Ireland. The Privy Coundl was then summoned, on the 
advice of which, a troop of horse was despatched against the 
mob, with orders not to fire ; and by riding amongst them, 
with their swords drawn, they succeeded in dispersing the 
rioters, after having killed fifteen or razteen persons. 

On the day afler these disturbances, the Commons passed 
resolutions declaring that the assaulting, insulting, or menao- 
iog any member of their House on his coming to or going 
from it, or upon the account of his behaviour in Parliament, 
was a high infringement of thdr privileges, a most outrageous 
and dangerous violation ofthe rights ofParliament, and a high 
mme and misdemeanour. Mr. Rowley and others were ap- 
pointed as a CoDunittee to endeavour to find out the names and 
places of abode of the rioters ; to draw up an address of thanks 
to the Lord Lieutenant for his seasonable iuterposiUoo in using 
the most effectual means to disperse a dangerous aod insolent 
multitude of people assembled before the Parliament House 
to <M^er, illegally and audaciously, to obstruct and insult 
the Members of both Houses of Parliament, attending the 
public service of the nation ; and to request his Excellency 
to offer a reward for the discovery of any of the mob or their 
abettors. The Lord Mayor and Sheriflb ofthe city were ex- 
amined at the Bar, and admonished by the Speaker to strictly 
observe the orders relative to keefung the avenues leading to 
the House free and open, and preventing riotous asaemblies. 
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''Kefioement of language was not tobefound in Parliament 
at this time, nor for many years preceding. So &r from it, 
that an unlettered style, almost approaching to coarseness and 
vulgarity, was the only one permitted by the House of Com- 
mons. Some of the old Members (such is the force of habit) 
insisted, that businees could not be carried on in any other, 
and the young Members, till Mr. Hutchinson appeared, would 
not venture to contradicttbem. The genuine business of the 
House will always remiun in the bands of a few, but Parlia- 
mentary speaking was, in those days, confined also to a few; 
the Secretary, the leading Commissioners of the Kevenne, 
the Attorney-General, and one or two Commissioners, grave 
Sergeant8-at-Iaw. Men of sterile, and almost interminable rhe- 
toric. If a contested election, or some such question, called 
forth the exertions of the gentlemen last mentioned, they never 
thought of closing their speeches 'till repeated hints from their 
party obliged them so to do. If, to the dismay of the House, 
they rose near midnight, they were as certain, though sad, 
harbingers of day, as the 'bird of dawning' ever was. The 
House was astonished at the laborioos constancy of such men, 
and often resigned alt speaking to them, in a kind of absolute 
deeptur." 

A classical idiom was first introduced into the House of 
Commons of Ireland by John Hely Hutchinson, who entered 
Parliament in 1 759, the same year in which was first elected 
his political opponent, Henry Flood, the senator, who, " by 
his exertions, and repeated discussion of questions, seldom^ 
if ever approached before, first taught Ireland that it had a 
Parliament." 

The first printed reports of debates in the Irish Parlia- 
ment were those for the years 1763 and 1764, published from 
memory by Sie James Caldwell, comprising the discusucms 
concerning the grant of pensions on the civil establishment, 
and the sums necessary for the military establishment in lime 
of peace ; the address to the King on the Peace ; the iosurrec- 
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tiona in the North ; the residence of the clergy ; the publica- 
ti<ai of libels ; and the limitation of the duration of Parliaments. 
The prindpal speakers in these debates were, Edmund Sezten 
Pery, Francis Andrews, Dr. Charles Lucae, Anthony Malone, 
John Hely Hutchinson, Henry Flood, Philip Tisdal, John 
Fitzgibbon, Sir^diard Cox, and William Gerard Hamilton. 
" These debates," observes thdr Reporter, " were carried on with 
the deepest penetration, the most extensive knowledge, and the 
most fomble eloquence. I flatter myself that, notwithstanding 
the injury they may have suffered in my hands, they will discover 
atulitiee in the speidiers, that would do honour to any age and 
any nation ; and that, notwithstanding theirdifferentsituations, 
and the diflfereot circumstances in which the business of Par- 
liament is transacted, their speeches will not suffer by a com- 
parison even with those of the Senate of Great Britain. In Ire- 
land," adds Sir James, '* the debates are confined to subjects 
that prindpally relate to its interior interest ; the Parliament 
assembles but ux months in a revolution of two years ; and 
indispensable attendance on the Courts of Law prevents many 
members from hdag constantly present, and the whole num- 
ber is comparatively few. These circamstances considered, 
the spirit of these debates will do yet greater honour to the 
speakers, both with respect to their principles and their abi- 
lities." Altboogh the English thought that Sir James Cald- 
well's Beports placed Irish oratory in a very fitvourable point 
of view, the people of Dublin did not consider them to reflect 
much honour on the nation, as they alleged that j ustice was not 
done to any of the speakers except those of the middle class; 
the third class being made to speak too well, but the first not 
well enough. 

One of the first steps towards the improvement of the re- 
lations between the representatives and their constituents, was 
the enactment, in 1 768, of the Octennial Bill, limiting to eight 
years the duration of Parliament, which had previously ex- 
isted during the entire lifetime of the reigning monarch. The 
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eupineneas of some of tlie representative* was illustrated bj 
the case of a Member who absented himself for seven years 
from his Parliamentary duties, and at last appeared -reluc- 
tantly at the Speaker's summons. 

After having been agitated from 1761 to 1768, the Octen- 
nial Bill was assented to by the Privy Council, to the surprise 
and chagrin of those of the Commons who, to muntain thor 
popularity with the people, had supported it publicly in the 
House, conceiving tliat Government would never permit it to 
pass. 

The first session of an octennial Parliament was opened at 
Dublin in 1769; andaltbough the House contained numerous 
Government dependents, it determined to re^t the attempts 
of the English Privy Coundl to make Money Bills originate 
in liondon, instead of with the Commons of Ireland. A 
Money Bill transmitted from the Irish Parliament to London 
having been returned with alterations, the House appointed a 
Committee ofComparison, which reported threepositiveand sub- 
stantial changes, in the matter of supply, relative to dutiesoncot- 
toDB, British herrings, and foreign diapers. The Commons conse- 
quently rejected the altered Bill, but on the same day prepared 
and passed heads of a Bill imder a diflTerent title, yet as nearly 
as possible of the same import with that which they had thrown 
out, tlieir object being to show that the rejection was not on 
account of any particular objection to the nature of the changes, 
but solely because it was an altered Money Bill. Woodfitli, in 
hia London *' Public Advertiser," published strictures on these 
proceedings, reflecting insolently on the Irish Parliament, pro- 
posing the dissolution of this " factious, obstinate, provindal 
assembly," and the voting of the supplies by the English Le- 
giahiture. This pubUcation was declared libellous by the Irish 
Commons, on whose order the paper was burned by the com- 
mon hangman before the gate of the Parliament House, in the 
presence of the Sheriffs of Dublin, amidst the shouts of a 
crowd of spectators. Lord Townshend being unable to pro- 
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cure a majority is the House, prorogued the Parliament, hav- 
ing protested against its rejection of the Money Bill ; but the 
Commons ordered their Clerk not to permit the Viceroy's pro- 
test to be entered on th^r Journals ; he, however, succeeded 
in having it enrolled in the records of die House of Peers. 
The Parliament was not again summoned till 1771, when, by 
the expenditure of half a million sterling, Lord Townsbend 
succeeded in establishing a majority of less tlian thirty in 
the Commons. The Opposition, vigorously headed by Lord 
Chailemont, censured the Government measures in a series 
of spirited protests, signed by many noblemen of the first rank 
in the peerage of Ireland ; a majority of 27 of the Commons, 
however, passed a vote for an address thanking the King foi 
continuing Lord Townshend in the Viceroyalty. 

In consequence of this proceeding, the Speaker, John 
Ponsonby, addressed a letter to the House, reminding it that 
on the last day of the last sesuon the Lord Lieutenant had ac- 
ooaed the Commons of the great crime of entrenching upon 
the King's royal power and authority, and the just and im- 
doabted rights of the Crown of Great Britain. " As," added 
Ponsonby, " it has pleased the House of Commons to take 
the first opportunity afler this transaction, of testifying their 
^probation of his Excellency, by voting him an address of 
thanks this session ; and as the delivery of such approbation to 
bis Excellency is incidental to the office of Speaker, I beg 
leave to inform you that, as such thanks seem to me to conv^ 
a censure of the proceedings, and a relinquishment of the pri- 
vil^es of the Commons, my respect to them must prevent my 
being the instrument of delivering such Address ; and there- 
fore I request you may elect another Speaker, wbo may not 
think such conduct incon^stent with his honour." 

As successor to Ponsonby, the Commons elected for their 
Speaker Edmund Sexten Pery, characterized as having been 
a party in every great statute and measure that took place in 
Ireland during hie own lime ; a man, said Grattan, " of the 
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most legifiUtive capacity I ever kDCw, and the moet compre- 
hcDuve reach of understaQding I ever saw; with a deep en- 
gMTen impreeaioD of public care, accompanied hy a temper 
which was tranquillitj itself, and a personal fimmeea that waa 
adamant; in his tnua waa every private virtue that could 
adorn human natare." 

By the power assumed by the English Privy Counral of 
r^eoting or altering Bills origiDating in the Parliament of 
Ireland, " the Attomey-Oeneral of En^and, with a daah of 
his pen, could reverse, alter, or entirely do away the loatared 
result of all the eloquence and all the abilities of this whole 
assembly." 

" The incoDveoiency of this was iUnstmted by a Bill re- 
turned to Ireland altered in seventy-four places, which had 
been successively revised by Lord Tburlow, when Attorney - 
General, Lord Booelyne, when Solicitor-General, and Mr. 
MacNamara, a chamber counsel. The Bill, so metamorphosed, 
was rejected by the CommonB of Ireland. These various 
correcUons by an English, Scotch, and Irish lawyer, were of 
serious consequence to Government. The temporary duties 
of Ireland expired in a few days after the rejection of the Bill. 
Several weeks elapsed before a Money BUI could be perfected, 
sent over to England, returned, and approved by the Iri^ 
Commons and Lords, and in the interim the merchants im- 
ported duty Iree- The Commissioners of the Revenue, though 
no law existed by which they could levy the duties, seized the 
goods, and lodged them in the King's stores. The merchants 
replevied, the Commis^oners opposed the Sheriffs of Dublin, 
who raised the potae comitatUM, broke open the stores, and the 
goods were conveyed to the merchants' houses in triumph." 

In December, 1775, Henry Grattan, in his twenty-ninth 
year, son of the Recorder of Dublin, took his seat in the Irish 
House of Commons, having been returned for the borough of 
Charlemont through the influence of his friend. Lord Charle- 
mont. The first step towards the reUxation of the Penal 
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Code was a statute paaeed hj the ParlUment of Ireland io 
1776, permitting Catholics to acquire an interest in the soil 
by allowing them to take leases for 999 years, and to purchase 
land, under certun reBtrictious. 

The suppression of all branches of commerce and manu- 
&ctures in Ireland likely to interfere with British interests 
resulted in the pauperization of the Irish people, and the bank- 
ruptcy of the colonial Govenment at Dublin, the public re- 
Tenue of which beoune inadequate to pay the " infamous 
pensions to in&moua men," with which it was borthened by 
the prodigality of the English Ministry. 

The GoTemment, in 1776, possessing nether resources 
nor credit, having officially avowed its inability to protect the 
people i^unst the inraaion menaced by France, authorized the 
Irish to form assodationB for their own defence, and 40,000 
armed Volunteers were consequently soon organized. 

The American war closed the prindpal market for Irish 
linens, while England, by embargoes, prohibited the export 
of provisions — almost the only trade allowed to exist in 
Ireland, which waa thns reduced to a state of general poverty. 
The petitions of the people to Parliament were neglected ; 
Grattan's motion, to lay before the King a full detul of the 
national distress, was negatived in the Irish House of Com- 
mons in February, 1778; and a recommendation irom a 
Committee of the British Cabinet, to allow Ireland free ex- 
ports and imports to a limited extent, was abandoned on tlie 
petition of some English manufacturing towns. The speech 
delivered by the Viceroy, at the opening of the Parliament 
in Dublin on the 12th of October, 1779, not containing any 
reply to the addreesea of die soffeting Irish, an amendment 
was moved by the Prime Sergeant, Hussey Buigh, and 
imanimously adopted, — '* That we beg leave humbly to re- 
present to his Majesty that it is not by temporary expedients, 
but by a Free trade alone, that this nation b now to be saved 
from impending ruin." The address for Free Trade was 
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carried to the Lord Lieutenant at the Castle by the entire 
House of CommODB; the Volunteers, under the command 
of the Duke of Ldnster, lined the streets, and presented arms 
to the Speaker and the Members as they passed through thdr 
ranks, amidst the applause of an assembled multitude. 

On the 16th of the following month, about eight thou- 
sand working manufiicturere, mostly armed with swords and 
pistols, assembled before the Parliament House on Colle^ 
Green, andinthe adjacent streets, crying, "A short Money 
Bill! afreetradel the rights ofL^land!" stopped several Mem- 
bers going to the Honse, and admimstered oaths to such as they 
suspected. A party went to the Attorney-General's house 
at Harcourt-place, but not meeting him at home, they broke 
a few of his windows and proceeded to the Four Courts, after 
which they returned to the Parliament House. Some mis- 
chief being apprehended, a troop of horse was ordered to patrol 
the streets, and a party of Highlanders came to disperse the 
mob, but the latter remuned resolutely determined to keep 
th^ ground. The Lord Mayor perceiving that any fon»bIe 
attempts to disperse them might be attended with &tal conse- 
quences, disiuissed the military, and, mildly addresnng the 
populace, remonstrated on the impropriety of thdr proceed- 
ings, enjoining them to depart peaceably, as a more eflbotual 
mode to attain the end universally wished for. Several popu- 
lar Members of Parliament, and other gentlemen, harangued 
them to the same efi^t, upon which they dispersed quietly. 
Five hundred pounds were offered by the Lord Lieutenant, 
at the request of Parliament, for the discovery of these riot«r«. 

The King having returned a temporizing answer, the sup- 
plies were stopped by 123 out of 170 Members in the House 
canning a resolution " that at this time it would be inexpe- 
dient to grant new taxes." On the following day a motion 
to grant the loan duties for only six months passed by a ma- 
jority of 38 against the Government. In this debate the 
Prime Sergeant, HuBsey Burgh, delivered a brilliant oration 
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in iavonr of the rights of Ireland, thus sacrifidnghis proepecta 
of GoTernment promotion. '* The usurped authority of a 
fordgn Parliament has kept up," said Burgh, " the most 
wicked laws that ajealona, monopolizing, ungrateful spirit 
could devise, to restnun the bounty <^ Providence, and en- 
slave a nation whose inhabitants are recorded to be a brave, 
loyal, and generous people ; by the English code of laws, to 
answer the m<»t sordid views, they have been treated with a 
savage cruelty ; tlte words penalty, punishment, and Ireland, 
are synonymous ; they are marked in blood on tlie margin of 
thdr statutes ; and though time may have sofleoed the calami- 
ties of the nation, the baneful and destructive influence of 
those laws have borne her down to a state of Egyptian bond- 
age. The English have sown their laws like dragon's teeth, 
and they have sprung np in armed men." 

The concluding passage, and the manner in which it was 
delivered, produced such a sensation that the House burst 
into applause, which was re-echoed for a considerable time 
by the occupante of the galleries. Several of the Government 
place-holders reprobated the clamour, and demanded that the 
galleries should be cleared, but the Attorney-General said 
that it would be severe were they to reprove that expresuon 
of applause which was an emanation of joy, inspiring a people 
pos^bly much distressed, and they could not blame them for 
the feelings of nature. The non-consumption and non-im- 
portation of English manufactures, universally agreed to by 
the people, combined with the stoppage of the supplies to the 
Crown, extorted a ii-ee trade, thus, " breaking in an hour the 
chain which had blocked up our harbours for ages." The 
declaration of the Minister, that the concesmon of free trade 
was revocable, having demonstrated that the independence of 
the Irish Legislature could alone guarantee the commercial 
freedom of the country, Grattan, supported by eighteen 
counties, by the Grand Jury addresses, and the resolutions 
of the Volunteers, moved, in the House of Commons, on the 

VOL. III. t 
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19th of April, 1780, the Declaration of Bighte, forthe recovery 
of the eapreme legialative power of which the PaTliament of 
Ireland had been bo long deprived. 

'* If," oftid Grattan, " I had lived when the ninth of Wil- 
liam took away the woollen manufacture, or when the sixth 
of George I. declared this country to be dependent, and sub- 
ject to laws to be enacted by the Parliament of Eoj^and, I 
abould have made a covenant with my own conscience to edze 
the first moment of rescuing my country from the ignominy 
of such acts of power ; or, if I had a son, I should have ad- 
ministered to him an oath that he would consider himself as 
a person separate and set apart for the discharge of so impor- 
tant a duty ; upon the same principle am I now come to move 
a declaration of ri^t, the first moment occurring, since my 
time, in which such a declaration could be made, with any 
chance of success, and without aggravation of oppression. Sir, 
it must appear to every person, that, notwithstwiding the im- 
port of sugar and export of woollens, the people of this country 
are not satisfied — something remains; the greater work is 
behind; the public heart is not well at ease ; — to promulgate 
our satis&ction ; to stop the throats of millions with the votes 
of Parliament ; to preach homilies to the Volunteers ; to utter 
invectives Bgtunst the people, under pretence of afiTectionate 
advice, is an attempt weak, suspicious, and inflammatory. 
You cannot dictate to those whose sense you are intrusted to 
represent ; your ancestors, who sat within these walls, lost to 
Ireland trade and liberty; you, by the assistance of the peo- 
ple, have recovered trade, you still owe the kingdom liberty ; 
she calls upon you to restore it. The ground of public dis- 
content seems to be, ' We have gotten commerce, but not free- 
dom :' the same power which took away the export of woollens 
and the export of gloss may take them away again; the repeal 
is partial, and the ground of repeal ts upon a principle of ex- 
pediency.— It is very true you may feed your manufacturers, 
and landed gentlemen may get their rents ; and yon may ex- 
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port woollens, and may load a vessel with buze, serges, and 
kerseys, and you may bring back again directly from the Plan- 
tations, sugar, indigo, speckle-wood, beetle-root and panellas 
: — but liberty, the foundation of trade, the charters of the land, 
the independency of Parliament, the securing, crowning, and 
^nsummation of everything are yet to come. Without them 
the work is imperfect, the foundation is wanting, the capital 
is wanting, trade is not firee, Ireland is a colony without the 
benefit of a charter, and you are a provincial synod without 
the privileges of a Parliament. 

" I," continued Grattan, " read Lord North's proposition ; 
I wish to be satisfied, but I am controlled by a paper, I will 
not 0^ it a law, — it is the sixth of George I. [The statute 
reforred to at p^e 71 was here read.] I will ask the gen- 
tlemen of the long robe is this the law ? I ask them whether 
it is not practice 7 I appeal to the Judges of the land whether 
they are not in a course of declarisg that the Parliament of 
Great Bribun, naming Ireland, binds her ? I appeal to the 
magistrates of justice whether tiiey do not, from time to time, 
execute certain acts of the British Parliament? I appeal 
to the officers of the army whether they do not fine, confine, 
and execute their fellow-subjects by virtue of the Mutiny 
Act, an Actof the Britjah Parliament? And I appeal to this 
House whether a country ao (urcumstanced is free ? Where is 
the freedom of trade ? Where is the security of property ? 
Where is the liberty of the people ? I here, in this Declaratory 
Act, see my country procliumed a slave \ I see every man in 
this House enrolled a slave I I see the Judges of the realm, 
the oraclea of the law, borne down by an unauthorized foreign 
power, by the authority of the British Parliameat, against the 
law 1 I see the magistrates prostrate, and I see Parliunent 
witness of these infringemeots, and silent (silent, or employed 
to preach moderation to the people, whose liberties it will not 
restore I). I therefore say, with the voices of three millions 
of people, that, notwithstanding the import of sugar, bectle- 
i2 
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wood, and paneltaa, and the export of woollens and kereeys, 
nothing is safe, Batisfactoiy, or honourable, — QOthing, except 
a declaration of right. What ! are you, with three millions of 
men at your back, with charters in one hand, and aims in the 
other, afrud to say yon are a free people ? Are you, — the 
greatest House of Conunons that ever sat in Ireland, that 
want but this one Act to equal that English House of Com- 
moDS that passed the Petition of Kght, — are you afrud to 
tell that British Parliament you are a fiee peojde ? Are the 
cities and the instructing counties, who have breathed a 
spirit that would have done honour to old Bome when Itome 
did honour to mankind, — are they to be free by oonoivanoe ? 
Are the military associatioDB, those bodies whose origin, 
progress, and deportment have transcended, equalled at least, 
anything in modem or ancient story, — ia the vast line of 
northern army, — are they to be free by connivance? What 
man will settle among you ? Where is the use of the Nata- 
ralization Bill? What man will settle among you ? Who 
will leave a land of liberty and a settled government for a 
kingdom controlled by the Parliamwtt of another countey* 
whose liberty is a thing by stealth, whose trade is a thing by 
permission, whose Judges deny her obartera, whose Parliament 
leaves everything at Tandwn; where the chance of freedom 
depends upon the hope that the Jury shall desfHse the Judge 
staUng a British Act, or a rabble stop the magistrate ezeout* 
ing it, rescue your abdicated privileges, and save the con- 
stitution by trampliBg on the Government, by anarchy and 
confusion" 

AAer having pursued the subjeot through its varioua de- 
tiuls, Grattan oonoluded as follows : — 

" I might, as a constituent, come to your Bar and demand 
my Uberty. I do call upon you, by the laws of the land and 
thw violation, by the iostractioo of ^hteen counties, by tiie 
arms, inspiration, and providenoe of the present moment, tell 
US the rale by which we shall go, — assert the law of Ireland, 



itizecy Google 



TBS FABLUUBNT HOOSt. 1 17 

— declire the liber^ of the land. I will oot be iuBw«red by 
a public Ue, in the shape of an amendment ; neither, Bpeakbg 
for the aubjecta' freedom, am I to hear of faction. I wish for 
nothing bat to breathe, in this our island, in oommon with my 
fellow-subjects, the air of liberty. I have no ambition, unless 
it be the ambition to Iweak your ohun and contemplate your 
glory. I never will be satisfied so long as the meanest cot- 
tager in Ireland has a link of the British chun clanking to his 
rags: he may be naked— he shall not be in iron ; and Idosee 
the time is at hand, the spirit is gone forth, the declaration is 
planted; and tbong^ great men should apostatize, yet the 
cause will live ; and though the pubUo speaker should die, yet 
the immortal fire shall outlast the oi^an which conveyed it, 
and the breath of liberty, like the w<h^ of the holy man, will 
not die with the prophet, but survive him." 

Ttus was considered by Grattan to have been the ablest of 
his speeches, and the House was said to have beenastonished by 
its fire and eloquence, combined with the di^^ular but effective 
style in which it was delivered. After a debate of fourteen 
hours, terminating at 6^ on the following morning, the motion 
was negatived, but the sense of the House was nearly unani- 
mous agunst Ireland b^ng bound by Englieh Acts of Parlia- 
ment. 

The convention of armed Volunteers assembled at Dun- 
gannonon the 15th of February, 1782, having passed resolu- 
tions declaring the chum of the English Parliament to make 
laws for Ireland to be unconstitntional, illegal, and a grievance, 
Grattan, on the 14th of March, in the Irish House of Com- 
mons, announced that he would bring forward the qnesUon 
of Bight, and carried the following resolution ol summons : 
— "Ordered, that this House be called over on Tuesday, the 
16th of April next, and that the Speaker do write circular 
letters to the members, ordering them to attend that day, as 
they tender the rights of the Irish Parliament." 

The British Ministers requested an a4Joumment of the 
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queetioD of Independence, ofiWing, in return, office, m uay- 
l^ing in the power of the Crown, to L<Mrd ClArlemont and 
Grattan, whot although fiir fitiin wealthy, refused their over-' 
tures, and declined to postpone measures whic^ they coosi'' 
dered public property. 

"Early on the 16th of April, 1762," writes Burington, 
" tiie great street before the House of Farliament was thronged 
by a multitude of people, of every dass, and of every deacrip* 
lion, though many hours must ehipse before the House would 
meet, or buanees be proceeded on. As it was adroumstanoe 
which seldom takes place on the eve of remarkable events, it 
becomes a proper subject of remaric, that though more than 
many thousands of people, inflamed by tlie most ardent zeal, 
were assembled in a public sti-eet — witboutany guide, restraint, 
or control, save the example of the Volunteers — not the 
slightest appearance of tumult was observable ; on the con- 
trary, such perfect order prevailed that not even an angry 
word or offensive expression escaped their lips. Nothing could 
more completely prove the good diqto^tion of the Dublin 
populace than this correctness of demeanour, at a time when 
they had been taught that the very exist^ice of ^eir trade 
and manu&ctures, and consequently the future subnstenoe 
of themselves and their families, was to be dedded by the 
conduct of their TejM-esentatives that very evening ; and it 
was gratifying to see that those who wwe supposed, or ev«i 
proved to have been their decided enemies, were permitted 
to pass through this immense assemblage, without receiving 
the slightest Uikea of incivility, and with the same ease as 
those who were known to be thdr determined friends. The 
Parliament had been summoned to attend this momentous 
question by an unusual and spemi call of the House ; and by 
4 o'clock a lull meeting took place. The body of the House 
of Commons was crowded with its Members ; a great propor- 
tion of the Peen^ attended as auditors, and the ctqwcious 
gallery which surrounded the interior magnificent dome of the 
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bouse coutained Bbove 400 ladies of the highest distiaction, 
who partook of the same national fire which had enlighteoed 
their parents, their htubands, and their relatives, and by the 
sympatheUc influence of th^ presence and zeal communi- 
cated an instinctive chivalrons impulse to eloquence and to 
patriotism. Those who have only seen the tumultuous rush 
of Imperial Parliaments can form no idea of the interesting 
a[^>earance of the Irish House of Commons. — The cheerful 
magnificence of Hb splendid architecture — the number — the 
decorum and brilliancj of the anxious auditory — the vital 
question that night to be determined, and the solemn dignity 
which closed the proceedings of that awful moment— collecr 
tively produced impree^ons, even on disinterested strangers, 
which jierliaps had never been ao strongly or so justly excited 
by the appearance and proceedbgs of any house oft^islature. 
Mr. Pery [the Speaker] took the Chair at 4 o'clock. The 
ungular wording of the summonses had its complete eflect, 
and procured the attendance of almost every Member resident 
within the kingdom. A calm but deep solicitude was appa- 
rent OD almost every countenance, when Mr. Grattan entered, 
accompanied by Mr. Brownlow, and several others, the de- 
termined and important advocates for the Declaration of Irish 
Independence. Mr. Grattan's preceding ezertionsand anxiety 
had manifestly injured his health ; his tottering frame seemed 
barely sa£Scient to sustain his labouring mind, replete with 
the unprecedented importance and responsibility of t^e mea- 
sure he was about to bring forward. He was unacquainted 
with the reception it would obtain from the OMmexioos of 
the Government; he was that day irretrievably to commit 
his country with Great Britain, and through him Ireland was 
either to assert her liberty, or start from the connexion. His 
own situation was tremendous — thatoftheMembersattachedtf) 
the Administtalion embarrassing — that of the people, anxious 
to palpitation. For a short time a profound silence ensued : 
— it was expected that Mr, Grattan would immediately rise — 
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when the wisdom and discretion of the Government gave a 
turn to the proceedings, which in a moment eased the Parlia- 
ment of its solicitude, Mr. Grattan of the weight that oppressed 
him, and dte people of th^ anxietj. Mr. Helj Hutchinson 
(then Secretary of State in Ireland) rose. He siud that hie 
ExceUenc; the Lord Lieutenant had ordered him to deliver 
a message fiom the King, importing that, * His Mi^esty being 
concerned to find that discontents and jealousies were pre> 
vailing amongst his loyal subjects of Lvland, upon matters of 
great weight and importance, recommended to the House to 
take the same into tbdz most serious consderation, in order 
to effect such a ^final adjustment as might give satisihction 
to both tdngdoms. And Mr. Hutchinson accompanied this 
message with a statement of hia own views on the subject, 
and hia determination to support a declaration of Irith Rigktt 
and Constitutional /nifepCTufrace. — Thns,onthe I6th of April, 
1782, did the King of Ireland, through his Irish Secretaiy of 
State, at length himself propose to redress those grievances 
through his Irish Parliament ; an authority which, as King 
of England, his Minister had never before recognised or 
admitted. In a moment the whole scene was completely 
changed ; those miserable prospects which bad so long dis- 
gusted, and at length so completely agitated the Irish people, 
vanished from their view ; the phenomenon of such a message 
had an instantaneous and aatonlshiog effect, and pointed out 
such a line of conduct to every party nnd to every individual, 
OB left it almost impossible for any but the most mischievous 
characters, to obstruct the happy unanimity which now became 
the gratifying result of this prudent and wise proceeding. Mr. 
Hutchinson, however, observed in his speech, that he was not 
offitually authorized to say more than simply to deliver the 
message: he was therefore silent as to all details — and 
pledged the Government to none ; tlie Parliament would act 
upon the message as to themselves might seem advisable. 
Another solemn pause now ensued. Mr. Grattan remained 
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ulent — when Mr. George Ponsooby rose, and, after eulo- 
giang the King, ^e Britieh Minister, and the Irish GoTem- 
meot, Bimplj proposed on humble address in reply. — It is 
an observation not unworthy of remark, that in desmlnng 
the events of that important eTeuing, the structure of the 
Irish House of Commons, at the period of these debates, was 
particularly adapted to convey to the people an impreeeion of 
digmty and of splendour in their legislative assembly. The 
interior of the Commons' House was a rotunda of great archi- 
tectural magnificence ; an immense gallery, supported by 
Tuscan pillars, surrounded the inner base of a grand and lofty 
dome. In that gallery, on every important debate, nearly 
700 auditors heard the sentiments and learned the characters 
of their Irish representatives ; the gallery was never cleared 
on a diviuon; the rising generation acquired a love of elo- 
quence and of liberty; the principles of a just and proud 
ambition ; the detuls of public business ; and the rudiments 
of constitutional legislation. The front rows of this gallery 
were generally occupied by females of the highest rank and 
fashion, whose presence gave an animating and brilliant splen- 
dour to the entire scene ; and, in a nation such as Ireland then 
was, from which the gallant principles of chivalry had not 
been altogether banished, contributed not a little to the pre- 
ser^-ation of that decorum so indispensable to the dignity and 
w^ht of deUberative assemblies. This entire gallery had 
been crowded at an early hour by personages of the first re- 
spectability of both sexes— it would be di£Scult to describe 
the interesting appearance of the whole assembUge at this 
awful moment. Alter the speech of Mr. Hutchinson, which, 
in fiict, decided nothing, a low confidential whisper ton through 
the house, and every Member seemed to court the sentiments 
of his neighbour, without venturing to express his own ; the 
anxious spectators, inquiritively leaning forward, awiuted with 
palpitating expectation the development of some measure 
likely to decide the fat« of their country, themselves, and their 
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posterity ; no middle course could be poasibly adopted ; imme- 
diate conoiliation or tranquillity, or rerolt and revolution, w«« 
the dilemma which floated on every thinking tnind— a solemn 
pause ensued — at length Mr. Grattan, i^wly ri^g &om his 
seat, commenced the most luminous, brilliant, and effective 
oration ever delivered in the Irish Parliament." 

" I am now," sud he, *< to address a free people : ages have 
passed away, and this is the first moment in which you could 
be distinguished by that appellation. — I found Ireland on her 
knees, I watched over her with an eternal solidtude; I have 
traced her progress from injuries to arms, and from arms to 
liberty. Spirit of Swifll spirit of Molyneuxl your genius 
has prevuled I Ireland b now a nation 1 in that new character 
1 hail her ! and, bowing to her august presence, I say, ' Esto 
perpetuB !' She is no longer a wretched colony, returning 
thanks to her Governor for his rapine, and to her ^ng for his 
oppression ; nor is she now a squabbling, fretful sectary, per- 
plexing her little wits, and firing her furious statutes with 
bigotry, sophistry, disabilities, and death, to transmit to 
posterity insignificance and war. 

" There are some who think, and a few who declare, that 
the [Volunteer} assooations to which I refer are illegal : come* 
then, let us try the charge, and state the grievance. And, 
first I ask, what were the ^evances ? — on army imposed on 
us by another country; that army rendered perpetual; the 
Fnvy Conndl of both countries made a part of our Iiegiala- 
ture; our Legislature deprived of its originating and pro- 
pounding power ; another country exenusing over us supreme 
legislative authority ; that country disposing of our property 
by its judgments, and prohibiting our trade by its statutes: 
these were not grievances, but spoliations, which left you 
nothing. When you oontended against them, you contended 
for the whole of your condition; when the Minister asked, by 
what right? — we refer him to our Maker: we sought our 
privileges by the right which we have to defend our property 
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•gaioBt a robber, oui life agiuiiet a murderer, our country 
against an iorader, whether owning with civil or tnilitaiy 
force — a foreign armj or a foreign legislature. — Let other 
natioDB be deceived hy the w^istr; c4' courts. — Ireland has 
Btodied politics fai the lair of oppression, and, tanght by 8U^ 
fering, compr^mda the rights of Hilgeota and the duty of 
UngB. Let other nations imag^e that subjects were made for 
the monarch, but we conceive tint kings, and Parliaments, 
like kings, are made for the subjects. — You can get akiag any- 
where, but England is the only country with whom you can 
participate a &ee constitution. This makes England your 
natural connexion, and her king your natiu^ as well as your 
l^;al sovereign : this is a connexion — not as Lord Coke has 
idly said, not as Judge BlacJcstone has foolishly sud, not as 
other Judges have ignorantly said— by conquest; but as 
Mtilyneux has said, and as I now say, by compact ; and that 
ecHUpaet is a free constitution. Suffer me now to state some 
of the things essential to that free constitution ; they are as 
follows: the independency of the Irish Parliament ; the ex- 
cluuon of the British Parliament &om any authority in this 
realm ; the restoration of the Irish Judicature, and the exda- 
taon (^ that.of Great Britain." 

*' This speech, ranking in the very first class of efective 
doquence, rising in its progress, applied equally to the sense, 
the pride, and the spirit of the nation ; every succeeding 
sentence increased the interest which his exordium had excited 
— trampling upon the arrogant claims and unconstitutional 
usurpations of the British Government; he reasoned on the 
enlightened prindple of a federative compact, and urged 
irreustibly the necessity, the justice, and the policy of 
immediately and unequivocally declaring the constitutional 
independence of the Irish nation, and the supremacy of the 
Iriah Parliament, as the only effectual means of preserving 
the connexion between the two nations. 

" Proceeding in the same glow of language and of reason- 
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log, and amidst an muT^real cry of approbation," Qrattui 
ooncladed by moriog the following ameadment to Ponaont^* 
motioD : — 

**To assure his Majesty of our nnahaken attachment to 
his Majesty's person and government, and of onr lively sense 
of his paternal care in thns taking the lead to administer oon- 
tent to his Majesty's subjects of Ireland. That, thus eo^ 
coarsged by hJs royal interposition, we shall beg leave, with 
all duty and aflfection, to lay before his Majes^ the causes of 
our discontents and jealoosiea. To assure his Majesty that his 
anlgeetaoflrelandareafreepeople. That theCrown of Ireland 
is an Imperial Crown, inseparably annexed to the Crown of 
Great Brihun, on which ooonezion the interests and happiness 
of both naUons essentially depend ; but that the kingdom of 
Ireland is a distinct kingdom, with a Parliament of her own, 
the sole Le^slature thereof. That there is no body of men 
competent to make laws to bind this nation except the EiDg, 
Lords, and Commons of Ireland, nor any other Parliament 
which hath any authority or power of any sort whatsoever in 
this country, save only the Parliament of Ireland. To assure 
his Majesty that we humbly conceive that in this right the 
very essence of our liberties exists ; a right which we, on the 
part of all the people of Ireland, do claim as thdr birthright, 
and which we cannot yield but with our lives. To assure his 
Majesty that we have seen, with concern, certain claims ad- 
vanced by the Pariiament of Grreat Britun io an Act entitled 
* An Act for the better securing the dependency of Ireland ;' 
an Act containing matter entirely irreconcileable to the funda- 
mental rights of this natioD. That we conceive this Act, and 
the claims it advances, to be the great and prindpal cause of 
the discontents and jealousies of this kingdom. To assore lus 
Majesty that his Majesty's Commons of Ireland do most on- 
oerely wish that all Bills, which have become law in Ireland, 
should receive the approbation tf lus Majesty, under the seal 
of Great Britain ; but that yet we do consider the practice of 
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suppreeuog onr Bills in the Coondl of Ireland, or alteriog 
the same anTwhere, to be another just came of diecontent aod 
jealoiU7< To assure his Majesty that an Act, entitled ' An 
Act for the better acoommodation of his Majesty's Forces,' 
being nnlimited in duration, and defecUve in other instances, 
but passed in that shape from the particular drcumstances 
of the times, is another just cause of discontent and jealousy 
in this Ungdom. That we have submitted these, the principal 
causes of the present discontent and jealousy of IreUnd, sod 
remain in bumble expectation of redreea. That we have the 
greatest reliance on his Majes^'s wisdom, the most sanguine 
expectationa from his virtuous choice of a Chief Governor, 
and great confidence in the wise, auspicious, and constitutional 
councils, which we see with saUsfaction his Majee^ has 
adopted. That we have, moreover, a high sense and venemtion 
for the British character, and do therefore concave that the 
proceedings of this country, founded as they were on right, 
and tempered by duty, must have excited the approbation 
and esteem, instead of wounding the pride, of the British 
nation. And we beg leave to assure his Majesty that we are 
the more confirmed in this hope, inasmuch as the people of 
this kingdom have never expressed a desire to share the 
freedom of England, without declaring a determination to 
share her fate likewise, standing and idling with the British 
nation." 

TluB amendment was seconded by Mr. Brownlow, Mem- 
ber {m the county of Armagh, one of the first of the country 
gentlemen oflreland in point ofwealth and reputation. On the 
partoftheGovemmentadberentsin the House, George Ponsonby 
assented to the proposed measure; and after Hussey Burgh, 
John fitzgibbon, and other Members had spoken in advocacy 
of it, all further debate ceased. *' The Speaker put the ques- 
tion on Mr. Grattan's amendment ; a unanimous * Aye' burst 
from every part of the House — he repeated the question — the 
applauses were redoubled — a moment of tumnltuous exultation 
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followed — and, after Cftnturiea of oppression, Irelimd at length 
declared herself ao independent nation. — This important event 
quickly reacted the impatient crowds of every rank of eooety, 
who, withoatr^oors, awcuted the decision of Pariiament; a 
cry of joy and of exultation spread with electric rapidity 
through the entire city — its echo penetrated to the very interior 
of the Honee — ererytliing gave way to an effusion of hapju- 
nes8 and congratulation that had never before been exhibited 
in that misgoverned country." 

The interior of tlie Hou!»e of Commons on this occauon, 
with its assembled Members, formed the subject of a paintiag 
by FrantuB Wheatley, now in the poesesaion of Grattan's son. 
In the IMning-hall of Trinity College is to be seen Kenny's 
full-length portrait of Grattan, attired in his Volunteer uni- 
form, moving the Declaration of Rights. 

The address of the Irish Parliament having been laid be- 
fore the King, was l^ him submitted to the British Legisla- 
ture, which -with much expedition acceded to the repeal of 
the Act of 6 George I., thus restoring to Ireland the Court 
of Final Judicature. This decision was communicated in 
the following May to the ParUament of Ireland, which then 
passed Bills regulating Irish Acts of Parliament, the Habeas 
Corpus Act, the repeal of *' Pojfnings' Law," and of the per- 
petual Mutiny BiU; securing also the Final Judicature, the 
freedom of election, the independence of the Judges, andpeiv 
mitting Catholics to acquire lands by purchase, and restoring 
to them the rights of person, property and reli^on. Keler- 
ring to the difficulties which he experienced in reconciling the 
Members of the Irish Peerage to the restoration of their own 
privil^es, Grattan observed : — " I carried the Lords upon 
my back ; and a heavier load I never bore. I could never 
liave got them to move, if it had not been for the bayonets of 
the Volunteers." 

In this session, Beauchamp Bagenal, Member for Carlow, 
proposed that £100,000 should be granted as a national gifl 
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to Gntttan, at whose friends' request the rote wae Umited to 
half that amount. The House of Commons having resolved 
itself into a Committee to take into considera^on what sum of 
mone^ it might be proper to grant for the purpose of purchas- 
ing an estate, and building a mansion, to be settled on Heniy 
Grattan, voted, on Ma; 31, 1782, £50,000, to be laid out in 
the purchase of lands in Ireland, to be settled on him and 
his han, in testimony of the gratitude of the nation for his 
eminent and unequalled services to this kingdom. 

The " simple repeal" of the declaratory Statute of G^rge T. 
satisfied Charlemont and Grattan ; but Flood and his adherents 
objected to its inadeqnacy, mabtaining, as indispensable for 
the security of the country, that the British Parliament should 
expressly and for ever renounce the possession of legislative au- 
thority over Ireland, and disclaim any future renewal of such 
assumption. These arguments, with the important constitu- 
tional questions arising from them, were debated with great 
ability; and finally, the British Parliament, by the Act of 
Renunciation, explicitly surrendered, on the part of England, 
all right or pretension to legislate for Ireland, internally or 
externally. 

The House of Commons of Ireland, counting of 300 Mem- 
bers, was, in 1783, constituted as follows : — 

32 Countiea returned, .... Kuight«, ... 64 

7 Cities, CitiEens, ... 14 

The TTnivenrity of Dublin, . Representatives, 2 

110 Boroughs, Burgesses, . . 220 

Total, 300 
Of which number tiie People returned, . . 81 

The Patrons, 219 

800 

With the object of reforming this corrupt state of the House 
of Commons, an armed convention of Volunteers was formed in 
1783, acting in concert with which. Flood, in the same year, 
moved for leave to bring in a Bill for the more equal Fariiamen- 
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tary representation of the people, exclusive t^the Catholics. 
This, however, afler & protracted and most violent debate, which 
lastedall through Saturday night and part of Sunday morning, 
was rejected by 159 to 77. In the succeeding year Flood 
brought forward another Bill for Parliamentary reform, which 
was lost by 85 against 159- 

<* How, " asked Orattan, " came the Irish Parliament, 
with all its Borough Members, in 1779, to demand a free 
trade — tn 1782, to demand a Iree constitution? Because," 
be replied, " it sat in Ireland ; becaaee they sat in their own 
country ; and because, at that time, they had a country ; be- 
cause, however influenced as many of i(« Members were by 
places, however uninfluenced as many ofits Members were by 
popular representation, yet were they influenced by Irish sym- 
pathy. They did not like to meet, eveiy hour, faces that looked 
shame upon them ; they did not like to stand in the sphere of 
thtir own infiuny ; thus they acted as the Irish absentee at 
the very same time did not act; they saved the country, be- 
cause they lived in it, as the others abandoned the country, 
because they lived out of it." 

John Philpot Curran obtmned a seat in the Parliament of 
Ireland in 1783, as Member for the borough of Kilbeggan, 
through the influence of its proprietor, Lord Longueville. 
" I," sud Curran, " was a person attached to a great and 
powerful party [the Opposition], whose leaders were men of 
importance in the State, totally devoted to those political pur- 
suits from whence my mind was necessarily distracted by 
studies of a different description. They allotted me my sta- 
tion in debate, which, being generally in the rere, was seldom 
brought into action till towards the close of the engagement 
After having toiled through the Four Courts for the entire 
day, I brought to the House of Commons a person enfeebled 
and a mind exhausted. I was compelled to speak hit« in the 
night, and had to rise early for the Judges in the morning : 
the consequence was, my efforts were but crude ; and, where 
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others had the whole day for the correction of [the reports of] 
their speeches, I was left at the mercy of ioability or inatten- 
tion." 

In November, 1783, on occasion of a debate on a petition 
respecting the importation of tobacco, the occupants of the 
gallery having loudly applauded the sentiments exprcBsed by 
Prime Sergeant Kelly, the House was ordered to be cleared, 
and Fitzgibbon, the Attorney-General, afler ceneuring the con- 
duct of those in the gallery, moved a resolution — " That a 
gross and indecent onbrage, by clapping of hands, having been 
committed this night by the strangers admitted to the gallery, 
resolved, that the Sergeant-at-Arms do,| from time totime, 
take into hla custody any stranger or etmngere that he shall 
see or be informed of to be in the House, while any Committee 
of thewholeHouae, or the Committee of Privileges, is sitting; 
and that this order should be strictly enforced." Flood, who 
strongly advocated the admission of constituents to hear the 
debates, declared t^at if gentlemen were not ashamed of their 
conduct, they had nothing to fear from it being known ; and 
that it was unreasonable and unjust to exclude all from the 
galleries for the intemperate conduct of a few. The motion 
was, however, carried by 167 agwnst 72. 

To alleviate the distress resulting from the oppression of 
the trade of Ireland, a Bill was introduced into Parliament to 
establish restrictive duties to protect the Irish manutactnrers 
agiunst the long-standing Britidh monopolists. The rejection 
of this Bill, on Friday, March 9, 1784, highly incensed the 
suffering populace. About five hundred distressed artisans 
assembled at the Parliament House on the following Monday, 
and having made their way into the gallery of the House, then 
sitting, they loudly taunted the Members who had voted 
agiunst the Bill with having rec^ved bribes from England. 
The troops were immediately ordered out, and two of the 
chief rioters having been arrested, were carried to the Bar, 
VOL. III. K 
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aQd ordered to be committed to Newgate ; after which the 
business of the House was resumed. 

John Foster was in 1785 elected Speaker of the Commons, 
on the resignation of Edmund Sexten Ferj, who had held 
that office with high reputation for above fourteen years. 

The Peers in 1778 had decided on erecting additional 
apartments for their own convenience over the clerk's oflSces, 
thecoffee-room, tbeadjacent chamber.and tberobing-rooni ; but 
in the ensuing year they resolved that in the then state of the 
country it was expedient to defer those buildings, which, in 
1782, they agreed to proceed with, under the superintendence 
of Thomas Cooley. This design was, however, abandoned in 
the same year, the House resolving that, in consequence of 
the new plan adopted by Parliament for opening a communi- 
cation between the northern and southern udes of the city, 
there would be an opportunity of building the required ad^- 
tional rooms in a commodious manner, by erecting an east 
firont to the House, with a convenient entrance. Various ar- 
chitects, consulted by the Peers, reported that the contemplated 
erection would be attended with serious obstacles, the eastern 
portion of the Parliament House being environed with houses 
and buildings standing on ground, the sudden and great de- 
cUvitiee of which opposed the observance of a due regard to 
architectural uniformity in preserving continuously the lines 
of cornices, blank windows, and rustic basement. James 
Gandon, however, having given his opinion that the addiUons 
could be carried out, provided the ground were obtained, pro- 
posed the erection of a portico on the east ude, as an entrance 
to the House of Lords, connected with the south front by a 
drcnlar ornamental wall ; the portico to be of the Corinthian 
order, the lengthened shaft and cafutal of which would, with 
the tud of one or two steps of approach, nearly meet the 
obstacle presented by the declivity of the ground. An Ionic 
portico on this site should have been ascended by a consider- 
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able flight of steps, or its gnindeiir would have been totally 
marred hj the high pedestals required for the columns. 

The Peers having in December, 1 783, agreed to accept Gan- 
drai's plans, with some alterations from his original design, voted 
£7761 ITs. 5d. for the purchase of the site; and the digging 
of the foundation was commenced in May, 1785. The portico 
thus erected in Weetmoreland-street is composed of six Co- 
rinthian columns, 3 feet 6 inches in diameter, surmounted 
by a handsome pediment, originally approached by two steps, 
and with the circular ornamental wall, as in the plan, carrying 
round the cornice and rustic basement, but without columns, 
and substituting niches instead of windows. The apparent 
incongrui^ of erecting a Corinthiaa portico to an Ionic edi- 
fice excited nnmeroua comments from those unacquainted with 
the difficulties presented by the site. "During the erection 
of this portico, a gentleman passing by, just at the moment 
when Mr. Gandon was visiting the works, accosted him, not 
knowing that he was the architect, and begged to know what 
the order of the columns was, perceiving that they differed from 
those in the front portico. Mr. Gandon's playful reply was: 
— ' Sir, the order you are now inquiring about is a very sub- 
stantial one, being an order of the House of Lords.' " The 
additional apartments erected at this period in the House of 
Lords included a committee-room 39 feet by 27; a library 33 
feet square; a hall 57 feet by 20; an elegant circular vesti- 
bule ; and an office for the Ubter King-at-Arms ; the total 
expenditure being £20,137 It. &^ti. The three figures re- 
presenting Justice, Wisdom, and Liberty, on the pediment of 
this eastern portico, were executed by Edwsfd Smith, the 
sculptor of the statue of Dr. Lucas in the Hoyal Exchange, 
•already noticed. 

" The House of Lords," wrote the Rev. John Wesley in 
1787, "far exceeds that at Westminster: and the Lord Lieu- 
tenant's throne as far exceeds that miserable throne (so-called) 
of the King in the English House of Lords. The House of 
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CommoDS is a noble room indeed,— It u an octagon, wains- 
cotted round with Irish oak, which shamea all mahogany, and 
galleried all round for the convenience of the ladies. The 
Speaker's chur is far more grand than the throne of the Lord 
Lieutenant. But," adds Wesley, " what surpnsed me above 
all, were the kitchens of the Uoaue, and the large apparatus 
for good eating. Tables were placed from one end of a large 
ball to the other, which, it seems, while the Parliament sits, 
are daily covered with meat, at four or five o'clock, for the 
accommodation of the Members." 

Barrington, who sat in the latter Irish Parliaments, tells 
ua that — "on the day whereon tbe routine business of the 
Budget was to be opened, for the purpose of voting supplies, 
the Speaker invited the whole of the Members to dinner in 
the House, in his own and the adjoining chambers. Several 
Peers vrere accustomed to mix in the company ; and I believe 
an equally happy, joyous, and convivial assemblage of l^s- 
lators never were seen together. All dietinctioDS as to Govern- 
ment or Oppoffltion parties were totally laid aside ; hacmony, 
wit,wine,and good humour reigning triumphant. TheSpeaker* 
Clerk, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and a very few veteran 
finandere, remained in the House till the necessary routine 
was gone through, and then joined thdr happy comrades, the 
party seldom breaking up till midnight. On the ensuing day 
the same festivities were repeated ; but on the third day, when 
the report was to be brought in, and the business discussed in 
detailf^tbe scene totally changed : the convivialists were now 
metamorphosed into downright public declamatory enemies, 
and, ranged on opposite sides of the House, assfuled each other 
without mercy. Every questionable item was debated — every 
proposition deliberately discussed — and more zealous or as«- 
duous senators could nowhere be found than in the very mem- 
bers who, during two days, bad appeared to commit the whole 
funds of the nation to the management of half-a-dozen arith- 
meticians. But all this was consonant to tlie national cba- 
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racter of the iodivictuala. Set tbem at tabic, and no men en- 
joyed themaelves half bo much ; set tliem to bueineas, no men 
ever worked with more earnestness and efiect." 

In the Parliament House was performed the ceremony of 
waking the Duke of Rutland, who died in November, 1787, 
during his Viceroyalty. At 3 a. m. the coffin containing the 
Duke's corpse wns conveyed from the Lodge in the Park, at- 
tended by his domestics, and escorted by a squadron of horse, to 
the House of Lords. The entrance to the chamber was through 
a suite of rooms, lighted with wax, and hung with a superfine 
black cloth, decorated with escutcheons and banners of his 
Grace's armorial achievements, and the inugnia of the Order of 
St. Patrick and the Order of the Garter. The floors were co- 
vered with black cloth ; the state-room was similarly deco- 
rated, the coffin being liud under a grand canopy, ornamented 
with large plames of black feathers, and hung with escntch- 
eons. The embalmed body was deported in a cedar coffin, 
lined with satin, enclosed in one of lead, over which was a 
coffin of mahogany, richly inlud, and the whole was en- 
oloacd in the state coffin, covered with crimson velvet, and 
decorated with omamentc, chased and gilt. On the breast- 
plate, which was in the form of a heart, encircled with a 
border of oak leavess, also chased and gilt, was engraved the 
inscription. At the head of the coffin was a ducal coronet, 
supported by two of his Grace's ludes-de-camp, and on each 
side stood six mutes, dressed in long bhick gowns and caps, 
supporting branches of wax tapers. The passage through 
the room was enclosed by ruling ; every deceiR person was 
admitted, a number of the Battle-axe Guards attending to 
preserve regularity ; and strict decorum and silence were 
observed. On the 17th of November, at 11 a.m. the coffin, 
preceded by the choirs of the two Cathedrals chanting a 
dirge, wns conveyed to the funeral chariot, at the great por- 
tico, and thence brought in grand procession to the watei^ 
side. 
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At the close of 1789, considerable altemtiona were made 
in the gallery of tKe House of Commons, at the sugges- 
tion of Burton Cony ngham, and under the direction of the 
Speaker. The space was curtailed, and the students of the 
University were not admitted until the Speaker had taken 
the chur. The gallery, after its alteration, was capable of 
containing 280 persons, who, sitting at perfect ease, could 
witness every traosactioo of the House. To the gallery be- 
hind the chur, admittance was only granted by permission of 
the Speaker. Towards the termination of the Irish Parlia- 
ment, the Collegians were denied free admission to the gal- 
lery — a privilege erroneously supposed to have been of long 
standing — as we find the Attorney-General, Arthur Wolfe, 
stating, in 1790, that he remembered, when he was a student 
in the University, often to have walked in his gown, for 
hours, through the hall of the House, till he met some good- 
natured Member to put him into the gallery. 

** My acquaintance with Thomas Buseell commenced," 
says Wolfe Tone, " by an argmuent in the gallery of the 
House of Commons. We were struck with each other, not- 
withstanding the difference of our opinions, and we agreed to 
dine together the next day, in order to discuss the question. 
We liked each other better the second day than the first, and 
every day since increased and confirmed our mutual esteem." 

The English House of Parliament was cleared of strangers 
for every division, but in the Irish House the divisions were 
public, and red and black lists were immediately published 
of the voters on every important occamon. 

The Commons' House not being thought sufficiently con- 
venient, and the Members being also desirous to improve the 
ext«mal appearance of the building, determined to esect 
considerable additions to the westward of the old structure. 
Gandon made designs for these additions, which, however, 
were finally executed under the superintendence of Robert 
Parke, from plana partly devised by Colonel Samuel Hayes, 
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M. P., who claimed to be a kioBman of Burgli, the prede- 
cesBOT of Peorce, as Surveyor-General. These new erections, 
on portion of the site of" Tumetile-aUey," commenced in 
August, 1787, and completed in October, 1794, comprUed 
an extent of building nearly equal to that on the eastern side 
of the House. The western entrance, under a porUco of 
four Ionic columns, was attached to the old portico by a 
circular wall, as on the opposite side, but with the addition 
of a 4nroular colonnade, of the same order and magnitude as 
the columns of the portico, 12 feet distant from the wall. 
This colonnade, being ofconuderable extent, gave an appear- 
ance of extreme grandeur to the building, but deprived it of 
particular distinguishing beauties, which the plainer screen 
wall to the east gave to the porticoes. The inside of this 
addition comprised many conveniencies, including a suite of 
committee-rooms, for determining contested elections before 
the House ; rooms for the Housekeeper, Sei^eant-at-Arms, 
&c., and a large hall for churmcn to wait in with their ohMrs. 
The whole expenditure of these buildings amounted to 
£25,396. 

The principal subjects occupying the attention of the 
Irish Parliament from 1785 to 1788 were the Tithe Question 
and the Commercial Propositions, in which they were over* 
reached by the duplicity of Pitt. 

During the insanity of Geoi^ III. in 1789, the Irish 
Parliament carried, in opposition to Government, a motion 
conferring the Regency upon the Prince of Wales, unre- 
stricted by< the limitations stipulated by the British LfCgif 
lature. The Marquis of Buckingham, then Viceroy, declined 
to transmit to England the address of the House of Coro- 
yions, which consequently passed a vote of censure upon him, 
carried resolutions asserting the privilege of Parliament, and 
appointed a deputation, including the Duke of Leinster, Lord 
Charlemont, and Grattan, to present their address to the 
Prince of Wales in London. The recovery of the King 
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obviated the difiSculties which might have ariKn from the 
Irish Parliament difTering with that of England on the terma 
upon which the Prince should be appointed Begent. The 
most violent advocate in the Irish Parliament of Pitt's 
policy aguDSt the Opposition party was John Fitzgibbon, 
the Attorney-General, who declared in the House, that 
Government, following the example of Lord Townsend, 
would spend half a million to obtain a majority in Parlia* 
ment, and that they would make every man the victim of hia 
vote. This threat led to the signature of a " round robin," 
by which the Opposition Members engaged among them- 
selves not to accept offices or pensions vacated by the dis- 
missal of any of their party. Government, having found that 
the Opposition eould not be seduced, summarily dismissed 
them and their friends from the offices which they held, and 
succeeded in securing a majority in Parliament by creating 
new appointments, augmenting the Pension List, and selling 
Peerages. Referring to the Farliamentaiy influence thus 
ohtmned, George Ponsonby stated, in one of the debates, that 
there were 110 placemen in the House; that of the gross 
revenue of the country, one-eighth was divided among 
Members of Parliament, and that they appeared determined 
not to let any law pass that was not agreeable to the English 
Minister or the English Merchant. 

The national benefits anticipated from an unfettered Le- 
gislature were thus neutralized by the patronage and influence 
still centred in the BriUsh MiDbtera and their eubaltema in 
Ireland, who by the sale of Peerages, filled the House of 
Lorde with their nominees, and acquired funds to purchase 
seats in the House of Commons for their dependents, defeat- 
ing every effi>rt turned against the corruption by which their 
Parliamentary predominance wna maintiuned. The English 
Cabinet thus sat in the Parliament of Ireland, and was the 
Parliament, to the exclusion, not only of the Catholics, but of 
the country. " Is there an honest man," asked the advocates 
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of Reform in 1T9I, "wbu will say that the House of Com- 
mons [of Ireland] have the smallest respect for the people, 
or believe themselves th^ legitimate representatives ? The 
loct is, that the great majority of that House consider them- 
selves as the representatives of their own money, or the hired 
servants of the English OoTcmment, whose Minister here ia 
appointed for the sole purpose of dealing outcorruption to 
them, at the expense of Irish Xaberty, Irish Commerce, and 
Irish Improvement. This being the case, it naturally fol- 
lows that 8ucb Minister is not only the representaUve of the 
English viewe against this country, but is also the sole repre- 
sentative of the people of Ireland. To elucidate which asser- 
tion it b only necessary to ask whether a single question in 
favour of tliis oppressed Nation can be carried without hit 
consent ; — and whether any measure, however inimical, may 
not, through his influence, be effected. We," continued the 
Reformere, "have no National Qoveroment — we are ruled 
by Englbbmen, and the servants of Englishmen, whose 
object ia the interest of another country ; whose instrument 
ie corruption ; whose strength is the weakneaa of Ireland ; 
and these men have the whole power and patronage of the 
country, as means to seduce and subdue the honesty and the 
spirit of her Representatives in the Legislature." 

Arthur O'Connor averred that while he was a Member of 
the House of Commons, the frequent conversation among the 
members was — How much has such an one ^vcn for his seat ? 
From whom did he purchase ? Has not such an one sold his 
borough? Has not such a Lord bought? Has not such a 
Peer so many Members in this House? Was not such a 
Member with the Lord Lieutenant's Secretary to insist on 
sope greater place or pension ? Did not the Secretary refuse 
it ? Has he not gone into the Opposition ? 

" It is to be observed," says a recent writer, " that in the 
Irish representation the people formed no part of the consti- 
tution; there was no such body as what the French called 
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71ier< etat, and what the Britiah Constitution called tbe Com- 
mons. The Irish had a King, a Chamber of Nobles, and an- 
other Clumber, elected hj the Nobles, and supported by the 
Government and the Crown ; and the result of thia combina- 
tion amounted to the establishment of a Court Cabinet orer 
Ireland, and the transfer of legislation to England. Of 300 
Members of Parliament, 200 were chosen by 100 individuab; 
so that, of theoe, each individual had on an average two repre- 
sentativea. This oligarchy was ae little tbe representative of 
property as of population ; 200of these Members were returned 
by persons whose property did not average above £4000 a year ; 
this, too, in a country whose grants were above £3,000,000, 
and whose rental was calculated at £6,000,000. They received 
in stipend from the Crown an income bearing a great propor- 
tion to their own property ; so that they were an oligarchy 
taxing for their own provision, and representing nothing but 
their dependency. Id addition, the Minister had found out 
the art of buying their boroughs, as well as pensioning their 
persons. He even trafficked the seats of one House to pur- 
chase those of another ; and by this double operation the 
people, without perceiving it, bought the Parliament for tbe 
Minister against themselves ! In fact, the Irish Minister was 
nothing more than the agent of the Cabinet of England ; and 
the result of the whole machinery appeared to be a complete 
transfer to Great Britain of legislative power, founded on the 
abuse of every principle, political or moral, on the subversion 
of the Parliamentary constitution of the country, and on the 
snppresuon of all native influence, popular or proprietary, and 
of public liberty, as well as virtue. Such a state amounted to 
a constitution which was not a representation either of pro- 
perty or of population ; nor of property and population mixed; 
nor was it an aristocracy, nor an oligarchy, nor a despotism ; 
but it was the despotic power of another country." 

The corrupt state of the representation could not, 
however, impede the progress of Ireland when even par- 
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tiall; freed from commerdal reetrictions. Lord Chancellor 
Ckre, speaking of the interval of Irish independence, as- 
serted that — " there was not a nation on the habitable globe 
which had advanced in cnltivation and commerce, in agricul- 
ture and manufacturea, with the same rapidity in the same 
period." 

The determined obstinacy with which " old natural jobbers 
of the country" and the Irish subalterns of the British Cabinet 
resisted various measures proposed fur Parliamentary reform, 
and for the complete emandpation of the Catholics, led to the 
formation of the United Irishmen. This AsBociation soonfound 
that it would be as easy to effect a revolution as to wrest any 
salutary measures of reform or religious equality from the 
English and borough interest in the Parliament of Ireland ; 
and they consequently looked for foreign aid to enable them 
to carry out their views. 

A Bill to relieve the Catholics from the portion of the 
penal enactments by which they were oppressed was intro- 
duced in the House of Commons on the 4th of February, 1792, 
in advocating which, on its second reading on the I5th of the 
same month, Curran observed : — " A disunited people cannot 
long subsist. With infinite regret must any man look forward 
to the alienation of three millions of our people, and to a de- 
gree of subserviency and corruptioD in a fourth, which I am 
sorry to think it is so very easy to conceive; because of such 
an event the inevitable consequence would be an union with 
Great Britain. And if any one desires to know what that 
would be, I will tell him. It would be the emigration of every 
man of consequence from Ireland; it would be the ptu*tidpa^ 
tion of British taxes, without British trade ; it would be the 
extinction of the Irish name as a people. We should become 
a wretched colony, perhaps leased out to a company of Jews, 
as was formerly in contemplation, and governed by a few tax- 
gatherers and exdsemen, unless, possibly, you may add fif- 
teen or twenty couple of Irish Members, who might be found 
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every aesaion sleeping in their collars under the manger of the 
British Minister." 

The Act of 1792 0{)ened to the Irisli Catholics the Bar. 
the professions, the Grand Juries, the Corporations, permit- 
ting them also to intermarry with Protestants, and to establish 
public schools. A petition from the Catholics of DnbUn for 
admission to the elective franchise was, on February 20, 1792, 
summarily rejected by 206 agtunst a minority of 25, including 
Grattan, who, addres^ng the House of Commons on this oc- 
casion, observed: — 

"The part of the subject which I shall now press upon 
you is the final and eternal doom to which some gentlemen 
propose to condemn the Catholic. Some have said they must 
never get the elective franchise. What ! never be free ? 
Three millions of your people coodemoed by their fellow- 
subjeots to an everlasting slavery in all changes of time, decay 
of prejudice. Increase of knowledge, the fall of Papal power, 
and the establishment of philosophic and moral ascendancy in 
its place. Never be free ! Do you mean to tell the Roman 
Catholic, it is in v^n you take the oaths and declarations of 
allegiance ; it would be in vmn even to renounce the spiritual 
power of the Pope, and become like any other Dissenter ? It 
will make no difference as to your emancipation. Go to France ; 
go to America ; carry your property, industry, manufactures, 
and &mily to a land of liberty. This is a sentence which re- 
quires the power of a God and the malignity of a demon; you 
are not competent to pronounce it; believe me, you may as 
well plant your foot on the earth, and hope by that resbtance 
to stop the diurnal revolution which advances you to that 
morning sun which is to shine alike on the Protestant and the 
Catholic, as you can hope to arrest the progress of that other 
light, reason, and justice, which approach to liberate the 
Catholic and liberalize the Protestant. Even now, the ques- 
tion is on its way, and making its destined and irresistible 
progress, which you, with all your authority, will have no 
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power to resist ; no more than an; other great truth, or any 
great ordinuice of nature, or any law of motion which man. 
kind is free to conterophtte, but cannot resist. There is a 
justice linked to their canse, and a truth that seta off their 
application." 

At about 51 P.M. on the 27tb of February, 1792, while 
the Conunons were sitting in Committee respecting regula- 
tions for encouraging brewing and preventing the excessive 
use of spirituous liquors, a report was brought in that the roof 
was on fire, and the House was consequently at once adjourned 
by the Speaker. The whole of the western part of the roof 
was in flames, and fell in before 7 o'clock ; every possible as- 
sistance was aSbrded by the populace ; all the engines of the 
city attended, and an in&ntry regiment, with a detachment of 
cavalry, was despatched from the barracks to College-green. 
At about 1 o'clock in the morning the fire was got under 
so far as to remove apprehensions of its communicating with 
other parts of the building ; the House of Commons was, 
however, totally consumed, and in it was burned James 
Barry'spuntingof the Baptism of the King of Cashel, noticed 
in our account of the Royal Dublin Sodety. 

The fire in the Parliament House, which was by some 
ascribed to incendiarism, appears to have arisen from the follow- 
ing circumstances : — " A man of the name ot'Neabit, a smoke- 
doctor, had been introduced to the Speaker, and recommended 
to his notice as a prodigy, In producing the greatest heat with 
the least possible portion of fuel. He was, therefore, employed 
to warm the House of Commons : and was suffered to cut into 
I he walls, in order to lead flues into copper tubes, which he 
proposed to place on the angles of the dome. These tubes, 
from their nature, were very liable to be choked, and were 
oflen observed to be on fire, and large flakes of burning soot 
to fly out from them, to the great ahuni of the neighbours, 
who gave repeated information of the fact, but to which no 
attention was given. The windows of the dome were also lert 
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very frequently carelessly open; the burning soot was driven 
in by the wind, and, testing on the framing, the wood-work 
toot fire." 

The Commons' House was rebuilt in a circular fonn, co- 
vered nith a roof in the shape of a waggon-head, surmounting' 
a high brick wall with chimneys. *' This very curious devia- 
tion from the ori^al design was caused by the interference 
of a Member of the House, to whose dictation Mr. Waldr^,- 
the architect, felt himself constrained to submit. Had he re- 
fused his assent, it might have been at the risk of his employ- 
ment, b^gunderthe direction of the Board of Works. Had 
the dome been re-erected, and raised to the proper elevation, 
it would hare been the pyramidic completion of the whole 
building." The name which the edifice acquired from its 
original dome was, however, not forgotten, and we find 
William Todd Jones writing to Theobald Wolfe Tone, in 
1793 : " I will certainly vralk into some of your [DubUn] par- 
lours about November, as I have a curiosity to hear what the 
Geese are saying in the Pie about that time." 

In January, 1793, W. Ponaonby and Mr. Conolly pro- 
posed to submit to the House a measure for Reform, in which 
they were seconded by Grattan, who stated that of the 300 
representatives elected to serve in Parliament, the countJes and 
counties of cities and towns, together with the University, re- 
turned 84 Members, and that tlie remuning 216 were returned 
by borooghs and manors. 

The price of an Irish Borough was at this period from 
£14,000 to £16,000, exclusive of election expenses. The Re- 
formers maintiuned that snoh heavy expenditure, necessitating 
men to renounce the serviceof their country, or to sacrifice the 
interests of their families, should eventually exclude from Par- 
liament all unstipendiary talent acting for the people, and 
supply its place by mercenaries opposed to them. 

On the other side it was argued that Ireland should be 
satisfied with the state of her representation, which various 
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Members mainhunecl to be much lesa under corrupt borough 
influence than the Parliament of England. After seTerol post- 
ponemente, the proposed measure of Reform was rejected, and 
amongst its oppODents in the House was Arthur Wellesley, 
aflerwards Duke of Wellington. 

The success of the arms of the French Bepublic caused 
the English Minbt«re, as a measure ofpolioy, to bringforward 
in February, 1793, and carry, in o])poaiUon to the feelings of 
the Protestant Ascendancy in the Irish Parliament, a Bill for 
thef urther emancipatiun of the Catholics, including their 
admission to the elective franchise. 

All prospects of fundamental reform or final emancipation 
of the Catholics were dissipated by the rejection of a measure 
brought forward by W. B. Ponsonby in May, 1797. The Op- 
position, finding it in vain to contend further with the absolute 
power secured by the corrupt influence wielded by the Govern- 
ment advocates of coercion, decided on seceding tirom Parlia- 
ment, and, in concluding hie speech in this debate, Grattan 
observed: — "We have offered you our measure [Reform and 
conciliation] — you will reject it. We deprecate yours [coer- 
<uon]. You will persevere. Having no hopes left to persuade 
or to dissuade, and having discharged our duty, we shall trou- 
ble you no more, and after this day shall not attend the House 
of Commons." 

The people now regarded the Parliament, not as their 
representatives, but as a body of self-constituted placemen 
and pensioners corrupted by the 'English Minister, and with 
no other object in view than the advancement of their own in- 
dividual interests. The sentiments of the ultra-Republican 
party in Ireland towards the House of Peers aud Commons 
were expressed in the following stanzas of a song of this period: 

" These nicknames, Marquis, Lord, and Earl, 
That set the crowd a-gazing. 
We prize as hoga esteem a pearl. 
Their patents act a-blazing ; 
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No more they'll vote away our wealth 
To please a King or Queen, aire, 
Sut gladly pack away hy stealth, 
' Or taste the guillotine, sirs, 

" Our Commons, too, who say, forsooth, 
They represent the Nation, 
Shidl scamper East, West, North, and South, 
Or feci our indignation ; 
The Speaker's mace to current coin 
We presently will alter. 
For ribbons, lately thought so fine, ' 

We'll fit each with a halter. 

" Those lawyers, who with face of brass. 
And wigs replete with learning, 
Whose far-fetehed quibbling quirks surpass 
Republicans' discerning; 
For them, to ancient forms be staunch, 
'Twill suit such worthy fellows, 
Injustice spare one legal branch, 
I mean — reserve the gallows." 

The abandonment of the expected beneficial ])olitical 
meaeuree, the establishment of a military, coercive Govern- 
ment, firee quarters, house^burniogs, tortures, military exe- 
cutions in the counties ofKildare, Carlow, and Wicklow, 
soon produced the insurrection of a maddened people in 
1798. 

On the 18th of May, 1798, Robert, Earl of Kingston, 
was put on his trial by his Peers in the Parliament House, 
for having, in his bed-chamber, shot Colonel Fitzgerald. 
Of this trial, which was held in the Commons' House, the 
Peers' House not being sufficiently large, the following ac- 
count has been left by Sir Jonah Barrington, who was present 
at the ceremonial : — 

" Whoever had seen the interior of the Irish Mouse of 
Commons must have admired it as one of the most chaste 
and classic models of architecture. A perfect rotunda, with 
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Ionic pilasters, enclosed a corridor which ran round the in- 
terior. The cupola, of immenee h^ht, bestowed a mag- 
nificence which could rarely be surpaeeed ; whilst a gallery, 
supported by columnB divided into compartments, and accom- 
modating 700 spectators, commanded an uninterrupted view of 
the chamber. This gallery, on every important debate, was 
filled, not by reporters, but by the superior orders of society 
— the first rows being generally occupied by ladles of fashion 
aad rank, who difiiised a brilliance over, and gallant decorum 
in that asaembly which the British House certtunly does not 
appear very sedulously to cultivate. This fine chamber was 
now fitted up in such a way as to give it the most solemn 
aspect. One compartment of seats in the House was covered 
with scarlet cloth, and appropriated to the Peeresses and 
thfflr daughters, who ranged themselves according to the 
table of precedence. The Commons, thdr families and 
friends, lined the galleries: the whole house was superbly 
carpeted, and the Speaker's chair newly adorned for the 
Lord Chancellor. On the whole, it was by &r the most im- 
presuve and majesdc spectacle ever exhibited within those 
walls. At length the Peers entered, according to their rank, 
in full dress, and richly robed. Each man took his seat in 
profound silence : and even the ladies were likewise still. 
The Chancellor, bearing a white wand, having taken his 
chur, the most interesting moment of all was at hand, and its 
approach really made me shudder. Sir Chichester Fortescue, 
King-at- Arms, in his party-coloured robe, entered first, carry- 
ing the armorial bearings of the accused nobleman embla- 
zoned on his shidd : he placed himself on the left of the Bar. 
Next entered Lord Kingston himself, in deep mourning, 
moving with a slow and melancholy step. His eyes were 
fixed on the ground ; and, walking up to the Bar, he was 
placed next to the King-at-Arms, who then held his armorial 
shield on a level with his shoulder. The supposed execu- 
tioner then approached, bearing a large hatchet, with an im- 
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mease broad blade. It was paioted black, except witbin 
abont two inches of the edge, which was of bright polished 
steel. FUciDg himself at the Bar od the right of the priaoner, 
be riused the hatchet about as high as his Lordship's neck, 
but with tbe shining edge averted ; and thus he rem^ed 
during die whole of the tri^. The forms, I understood, 
prescribed that the shining edge should be averted until the 
pronouDoing of judgment, when, if it were unfavourable, the 
blade was instantly to be turned by the executioner towards 
the prisoner, indicating at once his sentence and his fate. 
The usual legal ceremonies were now entered on : — the 
charge was read — the prisoner pleaded not guilty — and the 
trial proceeded. A proclamation was made (first generally, 
then name by name) for the witnesses for the prosecution 
to come forward. It is not easy to describe the anxiety and 
suspense excited as each name was called over. The eyes 
of everybody were directed to the Bar where the witnesses 
must enter, and every little movement of the persons who 
thronged it was held to be intended to make room for some 
accuser. None, however, appeared ; thrice they were called, 
but in vain : and it was then announced that ' no witnesses 
appearing to substantiate the charge of murder, against 
Robert, Earl of Kingston, the trial should terminate in the 
accustomed manner.' The Chancellor proceeded to put the 
question ; and every Peer, according to his rank, arose, and 
deliberately walking by the chair in which the Chancellor 
was seated, placed his hand, as he passed, solemnly on his 
heart, and repeated, ' Not Guilty, upon my honour 1' (The 
Bishops were, very properly, precluded from voting in these 
criminal cases.) After all had passed, which ceremony occu- 
pied an hour, the Chancellor rose, and declared the opinion 
of the Peers of Ireland,—' That Robert, Earl of Kingston, 
was not guilty of the charge agunst him.' His Lordship 
then broke his wand, descended from his chair, and thus 
ended tbe trial — most interesting because it had at once a 
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strong political and constitutional bearing, and affected a 
nobleman universally beloved." 

The Parliament continued to rat and le^late during the 
civil war of 1798, in August and September of which year, 
Arthur O'Connor, Thomas Addis Emmet, and Dr. William 
James Mac Neven, the heads of the Unitedj Irish Society, 
were examined before the Secret Committee of both Houses. 

The question of a Union with Great Britain was first de- 
batedin theParliament of Ireland inconsequence of a reference 
to the measure in the King's Speech on the opening of tiie see- 
sion, on the 22nd of January, 1 799. Atthis juncture the people 
were distracted by domestic dissensions and panic-stricken at 
the results of the recent civil war ; ibe Habeas Corpus Act was 
suspended; and courtsmardal were utting invarionsports ofthe 
kingdom, which was covered by troops exceeding in number 
137,000 men. In the debate thirty Members spoke for, and 
forty-five agiunst, the Union ; among the latter was William 
Conyngham Plunket, who declared that during the past ux 
weeks a system of black corruption had been carried on within 
the walls of the Castle, which would disgrace the anoals of 
the worst period of the history of either country. Ho saw 
two right honourable gentlemen [Sir John Pamelli Chancellor 
ofthe Exchequer, and the Prime Sergeant, James Fitzgerald] 
ntling within those walls, who had long and faithfully served 
the Crown, and who had been dismissed because they dared 
to express a sentiment in favour of the freedom of their conn- 
try. Hesaw anotherhonourablegentleman who hadbeen forced 
to resign his place as Commismoner ofthe Bevenue, because be 
refused to cooperate in that dirty job of a dirty administration: 
did Aey dare to deny this? "Isay,"hecontinued, "thatatthis 
moment the threat of dismissal &om office is suspended over 
the beads of the Members who now sit around me, in order 
to influence their votes on the question of this night, involv- 
ing everything that can be sacred or dear to man : do you 
desire to take down my words ? Utter the desire, and I will 
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prove the truth of them at jrour Bar. Sir, I would warn you 
agunst the consequences of carrying this measure by such 
meAos aa thia, but that I see the noceaaary defeat of it in the 
honest and universal indignation which the adoption <tf such 
means ezdtes. In the most express manner, I," added 
Plunket, '* deny the competency of Parliament to do tlua act 
[of Union]; I warn you, do not lay your hands on the Conati- 
tution. I tell you, that if, circumstanced as you are, you pass 
this Act, it will be a mere nullity, and no man in Ireland will 
be bound to obey it. You have not been elected for this 
purpose. You are appointed to make laws, and not legislatures. 
You are appointed to exercise the functions of legislators, and 
not to tranifer them. Yourselves you may extinguish, but 
Parliament you cannot extinguish. It is enthroned in the 
hearts of the people — it is enshrined in the sanctuary of the 
cooetitution — it is as immortal as the island which protects it. 
As welt might the frantic suicide hope that the act whieh 
destroys his miserable body should extinguish hia eternal 
soul." 

The sitting of the House continued without interruption 
from about 4 f. h. of Jan. 22nd to 1 p. h. on the following 
day, when, inolu^g Tellers and tiie Speaker, 217 Members 
divided, and the Minister obtdned a minority of one.* The 
second debate commenced at 4^ p. ta. of the 24th. " The 
people," says Barringtou, *' collected in vast multitudes around 
the House ; a strong sensation was everywhere perceptible ; 
immense numbers of ladies of distinction crowded, at an early 
hour, into the galleries, and by their presence and their gestures 
animated tlut patriotic spirit, upon the prompt energy of which 
alone depended the &te of Ireland. — Af^ the most stormy 
debate remembered in the Irish Pariiament, the question was 
loudly oalled for by tite Opposition, who were now tolerably se- 
cure ofa majority : never ^ so much solicitude appear in any 
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public aasembly ; — at length above aixty Members had spoken, 
the subject was exhausted, and all parties seemed impatient. 
The House divided, and the Opposition withdrew to the Court 
of Requests. It is not easy to conceive, atill less to describe, the 
anxiety of that moment : a considemble delay took place. Mr. 
Ponsooby and Sir Laurence Parsons were at length named 
Tellers for the amendment ; Mr. Smith and Lord Tyrone Jbr 
the address. Ill Members had declaredagunsttheUmon, and 
when the doors were opened, lOd was found to be the total 
number of the Minister's adherents. Mr. Kgan, Chairman of 
Dublin County, a coarse, large, bluff, red-faced L^shman, was 
the last [of the Opposition] who entered. His exultation 
knew no bounds ; as No. 110 was announced, he stopped a mo- 
ment at the Bar, flourished a great stick which he had in his 
hand over hie head, and, with the voice of a Btentor, cried out, 
* And I'm a hundred-and-eleven I' He then eat quietly down, 
and burst out into an immoderate and almost convuldve fit 
of laughter ; it was all heart. Never was there a finer picture 
of genuine patriotism. He was very &r from being rich, and 
had an offer to be made a Baron of the l!<xchequer, with 
£3500 a year, if he would support the Union ; but refused it 
with indignation. 

** The gratification of tlie And- Unionists was unbounded ; 
and as they walked deliberately in, one by one, to be counted, 
the eager spectators, ladies ae well as gentlemen, leaning over 
the galleries, ignorant of the result, were panting with expec- 
tation. Lady Castlereagh, then one of the finest women of 
the Court, appeared in the Serjeant's box, palpitating for her 
husband's fate. The desponding appearance and fallen crests 
of the Ministerial benches, and the exulting tur of the Op- 
position Members as they entered, were intelligible. The 
murmurs of suppressed anxiety would have excited an inter- 
est even in the most unconnected stranger, who bad known 
the objects and importance of the contest. How much more, 
therefore, must every Irish breast which panted in the gal> 
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leries have experienced that thrilling enthusiasm whidi ac- 
companies the achievement of patriotic actions, when the 
MiQietere' defeat was announced from the chur I A due 
sense of respect and decorum restnuned the galleries within 
proper bounds; but a loud ciy of satisfaction from the female 
audience could not be prevented ; and no sooner was the event 
made known out of doors, than the crowds that had waited 
during the entire night, with increasing impatience, for tJie 
vote which was to dedde upon the indcpeudeace of their 
country, sent forth loud and reiterated shouts of exultation, 
which, resounding through the corridors and penetrating to 
the body of the House, added to the triumph of the con- 
querors, and to the misery of the adherents of the conquered 
Minister," — "Upon the rising of the House, the populace 
became tumultuous, and a violent disposition against those 
who had supported the Union was mooifest, not only 
amongst the common people, but amongst those of a much 
higher class, who had been mingling with them. On the 
Speaker's coming out of the House, the horses were taken 
from his carriage, and he was drawn in triumph through the 
streets by the people, who concaved the whimsical idea of 
tackling the Liord Chancellor [Clare] to the coach, and (as a 
captive general in a Bontan triumph) fonnng him to tug at 
the chariot of his conqueror. The i>opulace closely pursued 
his Lordship for that extraordinary purpose; he escaped with 
difficulty, and fled, with a pistol in his hand, to a receding 
doorway in Clarendon-street. But the people, who pursued 
him in sport, set up a loud laugh at him, as he stood terrified 
against the door ; they oSered him no personal violence, and 
returned in high glee to their more innocent amusement of 
drawing the Speaker." 

The names of those who opposed the measure on this oc- 
casion were printed in red, and circulated tlirough the country, 
with the following title : — 

" The List of our glorious and virtuous defenders, that 
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every maQ may engrave their names and their eerricee on 
his heart, and hand Uiem down to his children's children." 

Twenty-seven counties petitioned against the Union. 
The petition of the county of Down was signed by upwards 
of 17,000 respectable, independent men; and all the others 
in a similar proportion. Dublin petitioned under the great 
seal of the <uty, and each of the corporations in it followed 
the example. Drogheda petitioned against the Union, and 
almost every town in the kingdom in like manner testified 
its disapprobation. Those in favour of the measure, possessing 
great influence in the country, obt^ed a few counter-peti- 
tions ; yet, though the petition from the county of Down was 
dgne4 by 17,000, the counter-petJtion was signed only by 
41d. 707,000 persons signed petitions against the measure; 
the total number of those who declared themselves in &vour 
of it did not exceed 3000, and many of these only prayed 
that it might be discussed. " In fact," observed Mr. Grey, 
in the English Parliament, " the Nation is nearly unanimous, 
and this great majority is composed, not of &natics, bigots, 
or Jacobins, but of the most respectable of every class of the 
community." — "A loud and universal outcry," said Peter 
Burrowes, " issues from every quarter of Ireland agtunst this 
detested measure ; the city of Dublin, the University, the 
counties — the property — the populacy, and talents of the 
Nation — all ranks and all religions are anited in one grand 
and irresistible confederacy agunst it. The public sentiment 
can no longer be falsified — it forces itself upon the senses of 
every man who can see or hear. No man can stir out of 
the pale of the Castle — no man can travel through any 
quarter of Ireland, without reading it, in the anxious conflict 
of passions and feeliuga, depicted in every countenance be 
meets. These are solemn moral manifestations of the active 
sentiment of a Nation; these are awful warnings, which the 
benignity of Providence interposes between the rash projects 
of Ministers and the irretrievable mischief. May God avert 
the storm, and save the Nation." 



itizecy Google 



162 HISTORY OF THE CITY OF DUBLIN. 

Among the oppoBeota of the Unton were niaBy who 
At great personal sacrifices nuuntiuDed their iocomiplibili^. 
James Fitz Gerald, the Prime Sergeant, and Sir John 
Pamell, Chancellor of the Exchequer, were amoDg those 
first dismisaed from office for opposing the measure. Francis 
Hardy, oppressed by actual want, and in direct opposition 
to the advice of his inends, refused the most tempting pro- 
posals from the Minister. Charles Kendal Bushe, in neces- 
sitouB circumstauces, burthened with a numerous &mily, 
and labouring to pay off heavy debts, decUned all overtures 
from the Government. After the termination of an inter- 
view with the representative of the Minister, " I," said Bushe, 
" threw myself in my chair, and for a moment almost doubted 
whether it was right in me to keep in such a state so many 
human beings, when I thought on the splendid ofiers I had 
refused,— offers that astonished, almost bewildered me." 

Frederick Falkiner, Member for Dublin County, was one 
of the most remarkable instances of inBexible public inte- 
grity in Ireland. " He would have been a valuable acquisition 
to the Government, but nothing could corrupt him. Week 
afW week he was ineffectually tempted, through his fiiends, 
by a Peerage, or aught he might desire; he replied, ■ I am 
poor, 'tis true ; but no human power, no reward, no torture, 
no elevation, shall ever tempt me to betray my country — 
never mention to me again so infamous a proposal.' " 

The Minister experienced conuderable difficulties in com- 
ing to terms with the needy English and Scotch offidals, 
who, without character or property had been placed in the 
House to vote for the Union. 

" Such persona were determined to strike a hard bargain, 
and one of them (Mr. M'Donald) being ui^ed by the Minis- 
ter to support the measure, very coolly laid his hat across the 
Bar of the House, and declared that he would not vote for 
the Union, or take away his hat, till five thousand guineas 
were secured to him. His terms were complied with, and 
an undertaking to that effect was given." 
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AfUr ever; device had been exhausted by the MiniBter 
in packing the House of Commona with o£Scialfl and other 
Members corrupted by large sums remitted from Loudon for 
the spedal purpose of bribery, the Parliament was opened 
on the I5th of January, 1800, when Sii Laurence Paisone, 
alterwards Eart of Bosse, moved an amendment to the Address 
to the Throne, expres^ve of the determination to support the 
free Constitution of Ireland, as established in 1782. This 
amendment was supported by James Fitzgerald, Pamell, 
Bushe, Hardy, A. Moore, Barrington, and Egan. They con- 
tended that the settlement of 1782 was final; that the Parlia- 
ment, instead of tending to a separation, cemented the connexion 
between the two countries; that in 1782, when more than 
80,000 Volunteers were in arms, and when England's sun 
seemed to have set, Ireland did not think of separation ; that 
through Parliament the country had obtiuned the Octennial 
Bill, the Mutiny Bill, the repeal of Poynings' Law, the inde- 
pendence of the Judges, the restoration of the A ppellant Ju- 
risdiction, a Free Trade, and a Free Constitution. They 
charged the Government with resorting to infamous artifices 
in procuring forged signatures to petitions, and in packing the 
Parliament with their dependents, to enable them to carry the 
measure while the people were under martial law, the Habeas 
Corpus Act snspended, and the country covered with an army 
greater Uian ever known before. They also insisted on the 
incompetency of the Legislature to abolish itself, and dwelt 
on' the necessity of meeting a packed Parliament before the 
packing was completed. 

"I," etud Bushe, "strip this formidable measure of all its 
pretences and its aggravations ; I look at it nakedly and ab- 
stractedly, and I see nothing in it but one question — Will 
you give up your country ? — For centuries has the British 
nation and Parliament kept you down, shackled your com- 
merce, paralyzed your exertions, despised your character, and 
ridiculed your pretensions to any privileges, commercial or con- 
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atitutional. She never conceded a point to you which she could 
avoid, or granted a &vour which was not reluctantly distilled. 
They have been all wrung from her, like dropa of her heart's 
blood, and you are not tn poseeaaion of a ungle blessing, except 
those which you derive from God, that has not been either pur- 
chased or extorted by the virtue of your own Parliament from the 
illiberality of England. — Is nothing understood of an House of 
Commons but that it is an engine for raimng money out of the 
pocket of the subject, and throwing it into the coffers of the 
Crown ? Take up any volume of your statutes upon that table ; 
you will find the munidpal Acta of Parliament in die propor- 
tion of more than forty to one to the Imperial. What has, 
within the memory of many men alive, changed the face of 
your land ? What has covcrod a country of pasturo with 
tillage? What has intersected an impassable country with 
roads ? What has nearly connected by inland navigation the 
eastern channel with the western ocean ? A resident Parlia- 
ment. This is not theory — ^look at your Statutes and your 
Journals, and there is not one of those improvements which 
you cannot trace to some document of your own public spirit, 
now upon that tabic, and to no other source or cause under 
heaven. Can this bo supplied in Westminster — could a Com- 
mittee of this House make a road in Yorkshire ? No," con- 
cluded Bushe, "nothing can supply a resident Parliament 
watching over national improvement, sei^ng opportunities, en- 
couraging manufacture, commerce, sdence, education, and 
agriculture ; applying instant remedy to instaot mischief, mix- 
ing with the constituent body, catching the sentiment of the 
public mind, reflecting public opinion, acting upon its impulse, 
and regulating its excess." 

The Government paity laboured to prove that the recent 
disturbances showed that a separation from England was pos- 
sible, to avert which, they advocated the Union, contending 
tlmt in point of trade and revenue Ireland :^hould be agiiiner; 
that English capitalists would settle in the country, and that 
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the taxes of the nation would be dimiuished. Grattan, who 
had withdrawn from Ireland before the commencement of the 
civil war, was entreated by his friends to re-enter Parliament 
to aid them in opposing the Union. Enfeebled in constitution, 
and mentallj depressed at the results of the conduct of the Mi- 
nisters, be resisted these applications ; but at length yielded to 
the representations of his wife. " I urged him," said Mrs. 
Grattan, "most earnestly to take the seat; that he should not 
refuse ; that it was his duty to go into Parliament ; that he 
had got a great deal from the people ; that they had given 
him a large sum of money in '82, for standing by them in time 
of need ; and that it was his duty to do so now ; and that 
he ought to spend his money, and shed his blood, in their 



Mr. Henry Tighe havmg arranged that Grattan should be 
returned for the borough of Wicklow, he was brought from 
Tinnehinch to Boggot-etreet, Dublin, to remain undisturbed 
till the Parliament assembled on the 15th of January. 

"The SheriflF being friendly, he allowed the election to be 
heldafter twelve o'clock on the night of the 15th. Mr. Tighe 
got the officer to sign the return, and set off immediately, on 
horseback, with it. He arrived in Dublin about 6 in the 
morning, when we heard a loud knocking at the door, Mr. 
Grattan had been very ill, and was then in bed, and, turning 
round, he exclaimed ; — ' Oh, here they come ; why will they 
not let me die in peace ?' The question of Union hod become 
dreadful to him ; he could not bear the idea, or listen to the 
subject, or speak on it with any degree of patience; he grew 
quite wild, and it almost drove him fi-antic. I told him," con- 
tinues Mrs. Grattan, " that he myst get up immediately, and 
go down to the House : so we got him out of bed, and dressed 
him ; I helped him down-etairs ; then he went into the parlour, 
and loaded his pistols, and I saw him put them in his pocket, 
for he opprehended he might be attacked by the Union party, 
and assassmated. We wrapped a blanket round him, and put 



itizecy Google 



156 HISTORY OF TBB CITT OF DUBLIN. 

bim in a sedan-cbur, aod when he left the door, 1 stood there, 
uncertain whether I should ever eee him agtun. Aflemards, 
Mr. M*Can came to me, and said that I need not be alarmed, 
as Mr. Grattan'a friends had determined to come forward in 
case he was attacked, and, if neceasar^, take his place in the 
event of any personal quarrel. When I heard that, I thanked 
him for bta kindness, but told him, mj husband cannot die 
better than in defence of his country." 

The debate in the House of Commons lasted through the 
entire night. John Egan had commenced to speak in opposition 
to the Union at between 7 and 8 in the morning, when W. 
B. Ponsonby, with Arthur Moore, withdrew, and immediately 
returned, supporting Orattan, who was bo debilitated as to be 
scarcely able to walk. 

" The House and the galleries were seized with breath- 
less emotioa ; and a thrilling sensation, a low murmur, per- 
vaded the whole assembly, when tbey beheld a thin, weak, 
and emaciated figure, worn down by uckness of mind and 
body, scarcely able to susttun himself; the man who bad 
been the founder of Ireland's independence in 1782 was now 
coming forward, feeble, helpless, and apparently almost in 
his last moments, to defend or to fall with his country. Hia 
fiiends crowded round him, anxious to assist him, — Bowea 
Daly, in particular; seeing that Mr. Grattan had on bis hat, 
he told him it was contrary to the rules of the house. Mr. 
Grattan calmly repUed, * Do not mind me, I know what to 
do.' He was dressed in the Volunteer uniform, blue, with 
cufis and collar. He had placed his cocked hat square to 
the front, and kept it on till he advanced half way up the 
floor; he then stopped and looked round the House with a 
steady and fearless eye, as if he wished to let them know 
that, though exhausted, he was yet prepared to give battle, 
aiul to bid them defiance; as an old soldier, he was resolved 
to show front, and let his opponents see that he was not to 
be trifled with. He knew that he would be pressed, and 
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very soon attacked; and be thought it best to come forward 
at the outset. When he approached Dear the table, he then 
took off hia hat ; and the oaths having been administered (for 
b; the rules of the Irish Parliament they could be taken at 
any time), he took his seat on the second bench, beside 
Mr. Plunkct." 

Egan having resumed and concluded his speech, Gnittan, 
" almost breathless, as if by instinct, attempted to rise, but 
was unable to stand — he paused, and with difficulty requested 
permission ofthe House to deliver his sentiments without 
moving from his seat. This was acceded to by acclamation, 
and be who had left hb bed of sickness to record, as he 
thought, his last words in the Parliament of his country, 
kindled gradually tJll his language glowed with an energy 
and feeling which he had seldom surpassed." He maintained 
that the adjustmeot with England in 1782 was agreed to as 
establishing finally the free and independent existence of the 
Irish Parliament, and to preserve for ever the unity of the 
Empire ; that Members sitting in England, withdrawn irom 
the opinion and sympathy of their constituents, would pro- 
bably sacrifice the interest of the people ; that the proposed 
Parliamentary constitution was open to numerous serious ob- 
jections ; that the Union would entail an increased absentee 
draught ; and that the promises of reduced taxation and an 
influx of English capitalists were delusive. 

*■ Imagination," stud Grattan, " is the region in which the 
Minister delights to disport; where he is to take away your 
Parliament, where he is to take away your final judicature, 
where he is to take away your money, where he is to increase 
your taxes, where he is to get an Irish tribute — there he is a 
pliun, direct, matter-of-&ct man ; but where he is to pay you 
for all thb, there he is poetic and prophetic ; no longer 
a financier, but an inspired accountant. Fancy gives him 
her wand, Amalthsa takes him by the hand ; Ceres is in 
her train.— I do not mean to approve of all the Parliaments 
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that have sat in Ireland : I left die former Parliament because 
I condemned its proceedings ; but I at^ue not, like the Mi- 
nister, from the misconduct of one Parliament agtunet the 
being of Parliament itself. I value that Parliamentary con- 
Btitution by the average of its benefits ; and I affirm that the 
blessings procured by the Irish Parliament in the last twenty 
years are greater than all the blessings afforded by British 
Parliaments to Ireland for the last century ; greater even 
than the nuschiefs inflicted on Ireland by firitisb Parlia^ 
ments ; greater than all the blessings procured £y those Parlia- 
ments for their own country within that period ; within that 
time the legislators of England lost an Empire, and the Legis- 
lature of Ireland recovered a constitution." 

After nearly two hours of powerful eloquence, Grattan 
concluded as follows, with an undiminished vigoiu-, apparently 
miraculous to those who were unacqutunted with his capa- 
<aty : — 

" The thing the Minister proposes to buy is what cannot 
be sold — Liberty ! For it, he has nothing to give. Every- 
thing of value which you possess, you obtuned under a free 
constitution. Part with it, and you must be not only a slave, 
but an idiot. His propositions not only go to your dishonour, 
but they are built upon nothing else. He tells yon — it is his 
miun argument — that you are unfit to exercise a free consti- 
tution ; and he affects to prove it by the experiment. — Your 
exports since your emancipation, and under that Parliamentary 
constitution, and in a great measure by that Parliamentary 
constitution, have nearly doubled ; commercially it has worked 
well. Your concord with England since the Emancipation, 
as far as it relates to Parliament on the subject of war, has 
not only approved, but has been productive ; imperially, there- 
fore, it has worked well. What, then, does the Minister, 
in fact, object to ? That you have supported him — that you 
have concurred in his system ; therefore he proposes to the 
people to abolish the Parliament, and to continue the Minis- 



mzecDy Google 



THE rARLIAMBNT HOUSB. 159 

ter. — He does more : he proposes to you to substitute the 
British ParliameDt ia your place ; to destroy the body tliat 
restored your liberties, and restore that body which destroyed 
them. Against such a proposition, were I expiring on the 
fioor, I should beg to utter my Ust breath, and record my 
dying testimony." 

At the conclusion of Gnittan's speech the question was 
loudly called for, "when Lord Castlerengh was perceived 
earnestly to whisper Mr. Corry — they ibr an instant looked 
round the House — whispered again — Mr. Corry nodded as- 
sent, and, amidst the cries of Question, he began a speech, 
which aa far as it regarded Mr. tirattan, lew persons in tho 
House could have prevailed on themselves to utter." 

After a debate of eighteen hours, the House divided at 
10 in the morning on the amendment proposed by the Anti- 
Unioniats to the Address — "To maintain the independence 
of the Irish Parliament as settled in 1782." The result of 
the division was: — For the Amendment, 96; against, 138. 
Majority for Government, 42. 

" I^onl Castlereagh's first object was,*' we are told, " to in- 
troduce into the House, by means of the Place Bill, a suffi- 
(nent number of dependents to balance all opposition. He 
then boldly announced his intention to turn the scale by bribes 
to all who would accept them, under the name of compensation 
for the loss of patronage and interest. He publicly declared, 
^rst, that every nobleman who returned Members to Parlia- 
ment should be paid in cash £15,000 for every Member so 
relinked ; secondly, that every Member who had purchased a 
seat in Parliament should have his purchase-money repaid to 
him by the Treasury of Ireland ; thirdly, that all Members of 
Parliament, or others, who were losers by a Union, should be 
fully recompensed for their losses, and that £1,500,000 should 
be devoted to this service : in other terms, all who supported 
his measure were, under some pretence or other, to share in 
this bank of corruption. A declaration so flagitious and trea- 
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sonable wae never publicly made in any country ; but it had a 
powerful effect in bis favour ; and before the meeting of Par- 
liament be bad secured a small majority of eight above a 
moiety of the Members, and he courageously perdsted." 

Among the payments made on this account were the fol- 
lowing : — 

Lord Shaimon received for hia patronage in 

the Commons, £4;5,000 

The MaTCLuiB of Ely, 45,000 

Lord Clanmorris, bcsideB a Peerage, . . . 23,000 
Lord Belvedere, besides his douceur, . . . 15,000 

Sir Hercules Langrisbc, 15,000 

For his opposition to the Union at this juncture, Lord 
Downsbire wae diamieaed from the Colonelcy of the Down 
Militia and the goveraorsliip of the county ; his name waa 
also struck off the Privy Council. 

To counteract the Government bribery, subscriptione for 
the purchase of seats to resist the Union were entered into by 
the chief members of the Opposition, who were siud tn have con- 
tributed for thb purpose upwards of £100,000. The irri- 
tation and ferment of the people against the measure bad in- 
creased to Buch an extent that the Members corrupted by 
mimsterial bribery became apprehensive of their own safety, 
and importuned Lord Comwallis to press the English Cabinet 
to send over reinforcements of troops for their protection. 
Writing on the 4tb of February, 1800, the Lord Lieutenant 
observed : — " The indefatigable exertions, aided by the sub- 
scriptions of the anti-Unionists, have raised a powerful cla- 
mour against the measure in many parts of the kingdom, and 
have put the capital quite in an uproai-; and, I am sorry to 
say, some of our unwilling supporters io Parliament have 
taken advantage of these appearances to decline giving any 
further support. God only knows how the business will ter- 
minate ; but it is so hard to struggle against private interests, 
and the pride and prejudices of a nation, that I shall never feel 
confident of success until the Union is actually carried." 
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Another debate took [)lace on February 5, when the Mem- 
bers present amounted to the unnaually large number of 278. 

"The question," eud Grattan, " is not now such as occupied 
you of old, not old Pojnings, not peculation, not plunder, not 
an Embargo, not a Catholic BiU, not a Kcform Bill, — it is your 
being, it is more — it is your life to come; — whether you will 
go, with the Castle at your head, to the tomb of Charleroont 
and the Volunteers, and erase his epitaph ; or whether your 
ehildren shall go to your graves, saying, < A venal military 
Court attacked the liberties of the Irisli, and here lie the bones 
of the honourable dead men who saved their country' — such 
an epitaph is a nobihty the King cannot give his slaves; tt is 
a glory which the Crown cannot give the King." 

The debate, which was carried on with much energy, 
lasted all through the night, and the division took place at 
1 p.H. the following morning. "It appeared that the Anti- 
Unionists had gained ground since the former sesraon, and 
that there existed 1 15 Members of the Irish Parliament whom 
neither promotion, nor office, nor fear, nor reward, nor ambi- 
tion, could procure to vote agunst the independence of tlieir 
country — though nations fall, that Opposition will remain 
immortal. Lord Caetlereagh's motion was artful in the ex- 
treme — he did not more expressly for any adoption of the 
propositions, but that they should be printed and circulated, 
with a view to th^r ultimate adoption. This was opposed as 
a virtual acceptation of the subject; on this point the issue was 
joined ; and the Irish Nation was, on that night, laid prostrate. 
The divirion was — 

Number of Uembeis, 300 

For Lord Castleref^h's Motion, IS8 

Against it, 115 

Of Members present, majori^, 43 

Absent, 37 

VOL. III. H 
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'* By this divieion it appears that the Government had a 
majority in the House of only eight by their utmost effort*. 
Twenty-seven were absent, of whom every man refused to 
vote for a Union, but did not vote at all, being kept away 
by different causes ; and, of consequence, eight above a moiety 
carried the Union." Some of the obnoziouB Members, on thdr 
return home from this debate, were assaulted by an excited 
mob, who endeavoured to throw their carriages into the river ; 
and this disturbance afforded a pretext for having the street* 
patrolled by detachments of cavalry to cheok the expresuon 
of popular feeling. 

On the 1 0th of February, a debate preliminary to discus- 
sing the Arljclee of Union took place in the House of Peers, 
which was filled by an unusually numerous audience. Lord 
Chancellor Clare on this occasion exerted bimeelf to the ut- 
most, speaking ibr four hours in fiivour of the Union, in his 
advocacy of which he was supported by eight Peers, cor- 
rupted by Government influence, opposed by the Marquis of 
Downsbire, Xiorda Charlem(mt, IHUon, Fwnham, Fowera- 
court, and Sunderlin. At half-past 3 in the morning the 
principle in favour of a Union vrae carried in the Peers by 
a majority of 49> the numbers being — 

In the House, 53 for ; Proxies 22, 75 

Tn the House, 19 BgaisBt; Proxies 7, .... 26 



Majority, 



By a despatch dated February 12, the Duke of Portland 
assured Lord Comwallia of the fullest Government support 
in carrying through the measure of Union, authorizing him 
to declare that no disappointment would ever induce the King 
or his servants to recede from or to suspend their endeavours ; 
but that it was their fixed and unalterable detennioation to 
direct, session after session, the proposition of Union to be 
renewed to Parliament until it should be adopted. 
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On the 14th at February, the Commona vent into Com- 
mittee upon the Union, the debate being opened by the Mi- 
nister's subaltern, Isaac Corry, appointed Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in the place of Sir John Pamell, who had been 
dismissed from office for opposing the measure. Corry, on this 
occasion, renewed his personal attack on Grattao, who over- 
whelmed him with an invective, the character of which is 
exhibited by the following pasaagee ; — 

« Has the gentlemui done ? Has he completely done ? 
He was unparliamentary from the beginning to the end of hie 
speech. There was scarce a word he utt^ed that was not a 
violation of the privileges of the House ; but I did not call him 
to order — why? because the limited talents of some men render 
it impoenble for them to be severe without b^ng unparliament- 
ary ; but before I sit down, I shall show him bow to be severe 
and parliamentary at the same time. On any other occasion 
I should think myself justifiable in treating with silent con- 
tempt anything which might iall from that hoDOurable Member; 
but there are times when the in^gnifioanoe of the accuser is 
lost in the magnitude of the accusation. I know the difficulty 
the honourable gentleman laboured under when be attacked 
me, conwuous that, on a comparative view of our obaractera, 
public and private, there is nothing he could say whioh would 
injure me. The public would not believe thecbarge. I despise 
the falsehood. If such a charge were made by an honest man, 
I would answer it in the manner I shall do hefon 1 sit down — 
but I shall first reply to it, when not made by an honest man. 
Therighthonourablegentlemanhae colled me 'an unimpeached 
traitor.' I ask, why not ' traitor' unqualified by any epithet? 
1 will tell him — it was because be dare not. It was the act of 
a coward, who raises his arm to strike, but has not courage 
to give the blow. I wilt not call him villain, because it would 
be unparliamentary, and he is a Privy Councillor. I will not 
call himyoo^ because he happens to be Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer; but I say that he is one who has abused the privilege 
m2 
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of Parliament and freedom of debate, to the uttering language 
which, if spoken out of the House, I should answer only with 
a blow. I care not how high his situation, how low his cha- 
racter, how contemptible his speech; whether a Privy Coun- 
cillor or a parasite, my answer would be— a blow. He has 
chained me with being connected with the Rebels. The 
charge is utterly, totally, and meanly lalae. — The right ho- 
nourable Member has told me I deserted a profession where 
wealth and station were the reward of industry and talent. If 
I mistake not, that gentleman endeavoured to obtun these 
rewards by the same means, but he soon deserted the occu- 
pations of a barrister for those of a parasite and pander. He 
fled from the labour of study to flatter at the table of the 
great. He found the Lords' parlour a better sphere for Ids 
exertions than the hall of the Four Courts ; the house of a great 
man a more convenient way to power and to place, and that 
it was easier for a statesman of middling talents to sell his 
friends than for a lawyer of no talents to sell his clients. 

" The right honourable gentleman says I fled from the 
country after exciting rebellion ; and that I have returned to 
rmse another. No such thing. The charge is false. The civil 
war had not commenced when I left the kingdom, and I could 
not have returned without taking a part. On the one side 
there was the camp of the Rebel ; on the other the camp of 
the Minister, a greater tnutor than that Rebel. Tlie strong- 
hold of the ConsUtution was nowhere to be found. Two des- 
perate parties were in arms agaiost the Constitution. I could 
not join the Rebel — I could not join the Government — I could 
not join torture — I could not join half-hanging— I could not 
join free quarter — I could take part with neither. I was 
therefore absent from a scene where I could not be active 
without self-reproach, nor indifferent with safety. — I have 
returned, not as the right honourable Member has stud, to 
ndse another storm — I have returned to discharge aa ho- 
nourable debt of gratitude to my country, that conferred a 
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great reward for past services, which, 1 am proud to say, was 
not greater than' my desert- I have returoeil to protect that 
constitutioD, of which I was the poreDt and the founder, from 
the assassiDation of such meo as the right honourable geutle- 
man and his unworthy assodates. They are corrupt — they 
are seditious — and they at this very moment are in a con- 
piracy against their country. — I have returned to refute a 
libel as false as it is malicious, girea to the public under the 
appellation of a Report of the Committee of the Lords. Here 
I stand ready for impeachment or trial. I dare accusation. I 
defy the honourable gentleman. I defy the Government. I 
defy their whole phalanx ; let them come forth. I tell the 
Ministers I will neither give them quarter nor take it. I am 
here to lay the shattered remains of my constitution on the 
fioor of this House in defence of the liberties of my country." 

Of the result of this invective Gratton has left the follow- 
ing account : — 

" When I had finished, I left the House. Bowes Daly 
stud to me, * Go out of the House immediately, or something 
may occur to prevent you.' I remmned in the Speaker's 
chamber and about the House till daylight. James Blackwood 
[Lord Dufferin] offered to be my second; but 1 told [Lord] 
Hutchinson to procure a second, and he got my friend Metge 
— a very good one, who brought my pistols to me, as I feared 
to go home lest I should be arrested. General Craddock came 
with a challenge, but hoped for an accommodation. I rep^ed 
— impossible. We went to Bali's Bridge : on the ground the 
people cheered me. I hod my pistol in one band, and my 
bat in the other. The sheriffs approached. We ran from 
thence, and, when ordered, we both fired. I bit Corry ; he 
missed me : we were then ordered to fire a second time, but 
at the signal we reserved our shots : the seconds then made us 
give our honour to fire; we did so. I do not know whether 
Corry fired at me the sectKid time. I fired above him. I did 
not take aim at him the first shot. I could have killed him if 
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I chose, but I fired along the linC' I had no enmity to him. I 
had gotten a victory, and knew it could not l>e more complete 
if he was killed, and that it would if I did not fire at him. It 
was, however, dangerous not to do bo, for be might have killed 
me, but I thought it much better to run the risk, and fire in 
the air. I then went up to him ; be vaa bleeding. He gave 
me hie bloody hand s we had formerly been friends, but Corry 
was set 00 to do what he did: a plan had been formed to make 
personal attacks on the Oppontion, and their men had been 
singled out." 

Undaunted by repeated defeats, the Opposition, ooosisting 
of ISO Members, many of whom were of the first weight and 
talents in the country, continued united and steady to their 
principles, adopting every mode to retard the progress of the 
Union. Lords Comwallis and Caatlereagh found the great- 
est difficulty in cnlling forth exertions, or procuring a tolera- 
ble attendance from their Members, notwithstanding repeated 
large remittances of cash transmitted fit>m London for the spe- 
<»al purpose of bribing them . The Speaker counted the House 
every day exactly at 4, before which all the Opposition with- 
drew, and would not suffer any man to srir to call in Members 
from the lobby or porch. "Our friende," wrote Caatlereagh, 
**have submitted to the severest attendance ever known in the 
history of Parliament with unexampled patience. We have 
given ourselves no rest or relaxation whatever. Our sit- 
tings have never broken up earlier than 12 at night, and 
have frequently lasted till 12 in the day. Many of our 
(nends are really oonfined on account of illness contracted by 
attendance." 

Among the opponents of the Union was Richard Lovell 
Edgeworth, who sat as Member for the Borough of St. John's- 
town. Writing on March 31, 1800, to Dr. Darwin, he ob- 
served :— " It ia intended to force this measure down the 
throats of the Irish, though five-sixths of the nation are against 
it. — The Minister avows that seventy-two boroughs are to be 
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compensated, i. e. to be bought by the people of Ireland with 
one million and a half of their own mone^i and he makes thia 
legal bj a amall majority, made up cluefly of these very Imk 
rough Members. When tbirty*eight county Members out of 
nzty-four are agiunst the Measure, and twenty-eight counties 
ont of thirty-two have petitioned against it, this is such abo- 
minable corruption that it makes our Parliamentary sancUoQ 
worse than ridiculous. I had a charming opportunity," adds 
Edgewortb, ** of advandng myself and my &mily, but I did 
not think it wise to qttarrel with myself, and lose my own good 
opinion at my time of life. What did lie in my way for my 
vote, I will not say ; but I stated in my place in the House 
that I bad been offered three thousand guineas for my seat 
during the few remaining weeks of the session." 

Maria Edgeworth tells nstbat her lather's speeches in Par- 
liament agtunst the Union made a considerable sensation in the 
House; and avers that she knew that temptatioDS were held 
out to him in every posuble form in which they could flatter 
personal ambition or family interest; he had ofkra of all that 
could serve or oblige his dearest ftiends, and choice qf situa- 
tions, in which he might, as it was sud, gratify hb pet^uliar 
tastes, serve his country, and accomplish his &vourite object 
of improving the condition of the people. Edgeworth, how- 
ever, conscientiously opposed the Union, and subsequently 
referred his children to the reports of his speeches in Parlia- 
ment against the measure, which, although incorrectly printed, 
"are,"siud he, "sufficient to enable them to dedde upon the 
consistency of my conduct, which has, I hope, never deviated 
from what appeared to me to be right and honourable." 

Parliamentary corruption was carried to such an extent that 
in ft very short period not less than sizy-three Members va- 
cated tlieir seats by accepting the Escheatorship of Munster, 
a nominal office similar to the Stewardship of the Chiltem 
Hundreds, and their places were immediately filled by depen- 
dents of the Minister; while the Government, by the Insur- 
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rcctioD and Rebellion Bills, deposed the uivil tribunals, an<I 
placed the entire country under military law. 

Lord Grej, in the English Pariiament, stated tliat " if the 
Parliament of Ireland was left to itself, untempted, unawed, 
unintimidated, it would, without heeitatioo, have rejected 
the resolutions. There are," be continued, " three hundred 
Members in all, and one hundred and twenty of those stre- 
nuously oppose the measure, amongst whom were two-thirds 
of the county Members, the representatives of the city of 
Dublin, and almost all the towns which it is proposed should 
send Members to the Imperial Parliament : one hundred and 
sixty-two TOted in &TOur of the Union ; of these, one hun- 
dred and sixteen were placemen ; some were English gene- 
rals on the stafi^ without a foot of ground in Ireland, and 
completely dependent upon Government. Let us," added 
bis Lordship, " reflect upon the arts whioh have been used 
since the last sessions c^ the Irish Parliament to pack a ma- 
jority in the House of Commons. All pere(»iB holding offices 
under Government, even the most intimate friends of the Mi< 
nister, if they hesitated to vote as directed, were stri^^ted of 
all th^r employments. Even this step," siud Lord Grey, 
" was found ineffectual, and other arts were bad recourse to, 
which, though I cannot name them in this place, all will eauly 
conjecture." 

The entire of the Union resolutions passed the Commons 
on March 24, and were carried by Lord Castlereagh to the 
Peers, who approved of them after a short discua«on, tlie votes 
being 72 to 22. " The nearer the great event approaches," wrote 
Lord Cornwallis in April, 1800, "the more are the needy and 
ioterested senators alarmed at the e£^ts it may possibly have 
on their interests and the provi«on for their families, and I 
believe that half of our [Government] majority would be as 
much delighted as any of oar opponents, if the measure could 
be defeated." 

Lord Castlereagb's motion to bring in the Union Bill on 
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Ma; 21 was carried by 160 to 100; and when he movetl that 
the House should depute certaio Members to wait on the 
Viceroy with the address in favour of the Union, Mr. O'Doq- 
nell proposed as on amendment that it should be brought up 
by the generals, etaff-members, officers, placemen, and pen- 
sioners, numbering serenty-two Members of the Parliament. 

On the second readmg of the Union Bill on May 26, 
1800, the iallaciee propounded to induce the country to ac- 
cept the Union were elaborately commented upon in detail 
by Grattan, who, after having demonstrated the injustice of 
various sections of the proposed Bill, observed: — "The Mi- 
nister proceeds to ask himself a question extremely natural 
after such reasoning, — What security has Ireland P He an- 
swers with great candour — Honour — English honour. Now, 
when the liberty and security of one country depend on the 
honour of another, the latter may have much honour, but the 
former no liberty. To depend on the honour of another coun- 
try is to depend on the will ; and to depend on the will of an- 
other country is the definition of slavery." Having appealed 
to the petitions of twenty-one counties publicly convened, to 
the memorials of other coimlies numerously signed, and to 
those of the great towns and ciUes all agunst the Union, 
Grattan continued : — 

" To affirm that the judgment of a nation is erroneous, may 
mortify, but to affirm that her judgment agaiatt is for; to as- 
sert that she has sud aye when she has pronounced no; to 
affect to refer a great question to the people ; finding the sense 
of the people, like that of the Parliament, against the question, 
to force the question ; to affirm the sense of the people to be 
for the question ; to affirm that the question is persisted in, 
because the sense of the people is for it ; to make the falsifi- 
cation of her sentiments the foundation of her ruin, and the 
ground of the Union ; to affirm that her Parliiunent, consti. 
tution, hberty, honour, property, are taken away by her own 
authority : there is, in such artifice, an effixintery, a hardihood. 
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aa inaeusibility, that caa best be answered bjr seneatioDS of 
utooishinent and disgust, excited on this occaaJon by the Bri- 
^h Minister, whether he speaks in gross and total ignorance 
of the truth, or in shameless and supreme contempt for it." 

Grattan concluded as follows this, his last, speech io the 
Parliament of Ireland : — 

"The coDsUtutioD may be for a Ume so lost; the character 
of the country cannot be so lost ; the Ministers of the Crown 
will, or may, perhaps, at length find that it is not 00 easy to 
put down for ever an andent aad respectable nation by abili- 
tiea, howeTer great, and by power and by corruption, howCTer 
irreastible. Liberty may repur her golden beams, and with 
redoubted heat animate Uie country ; the cry of loyalty will 
not long continue agunst the principles of liberty ; loyalty is 
a noble, ajudiiHOus, and a capacious principle; but in these 
countries loyalty, distinct from liberty, la corruption, not loy- 
alty. The cry of the connexion will not, in the end, aviul 
agaiaet the principles of liberty. Conaezion is a wise and a 
profound policy ; but connexion without an Irish Farliunent 
is connexion mthout its own principle, wiUiout analogy of 
condition, without the pride of honour that should attend it, 
is innovation, is peril, is subjugation — not connexion. The cry 
of disaffeclion will not, in the end, avul agunst the principle 
of liberty. Identification is a solid and imperial maxim, ne- 
cessary for the preservation of freedom, necessary for that of 
empire; but, without onion ofbeorta, with a separate Govern- 
ment, and without a separate Parliament, ideatification is ez- 
tinctioD, is dishonour, is conquest — not identification. Yet I 
do not give up the country — I see faer in a swoon, but she is 
not dead — though in her tomb she lies helpless and motionless, 
still, there is on her lips a spirit of life, and on her cheek a glow 
of beauty — 

" 'Thou art not conquered : beauty's ensign yet 
Ib crimson in iky lips, and in tliy cheeks, 
And death's pale flag ia not advanced there.' 
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" While B plank of the vessel sticks together, I will not 
leave her— let the courtier present his flimsy eul, and carry the 
light bark of his&ith, with every new breath of wind — I will 
remain anchored here — with fidelity to the fortunes of my 
country, futhful to her freedom, futhful to her fall." 

The House having divided on the question that the Bill 
be committed, the result was : Ayes 1 18, Noes 73 — majority, 
45. On the 6th of June, the report from the Committee was 
read, and CArriedby 153 toR8. « Finding all now useless, we 
retired," says Grattan, "with safe consciences, but with break- 
ing hearts." 

When it was moved that the Bill be engrossed, Mr. 
(yDonnell, seconded by Mr. Tighe, proposed that it should be 
bnmed, but the Act was finally read and passed by the so- 
called House of Commons at 10 P.M. on Saturday, the 7th 
of June, 1800, the Habeas Corpus Act being suspended, and 
the entire country under military government. 

" The Commons' House of Parliament, on the last evenings 
afforded the most melancholy example of a fine independent 
people, bebuyed, divided, sold, and, as a state, annihilated. 
British olerks and officers were smuggled into her Parliament 
to vote away the constitution of a country to which they were 
strangers, and in which they had neither interest nor connex- 
ion. They were employed to cancel the royal charter of the 
Irish nation, guaranteed by the British Government, sanctioned 
by the British Legislature, and unequivocally confirmed by the 
words, the signature, and the great seal of their monarch. The 
Houses of Parliament were closely invested by the military — 
no demonstration of popular feeling was permitted — a British 
regiment, near the entrance, patrolled through the lonio co* 
lonnades. The situation of the Speaker [Foster], on that night, 
was of the most distressing nature ; a sincere and ardent enemy 
of the measure, he headed its opponents ; he resisted it with 
all the power of his mind, the resources of his experience, his 
influence, and hiseloqueuce. It was, however, throughhia voice 
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that it was to be procltumed and coneuramated. His only iiltei^ 
DBtive| (reeignatioD) would have been uaavaUing, and could 
have added nothing to bis character. Hia expressive counte- 
nance bespoke tbe inquietude of his feelings; solicitude was 
perceptible in everj glance, and his embarrassment was obvious 
in every word heuttered. ThegallerieswerefuU, but the change 
was lamentable ; they were no longer crowded with those who 
had been accustomed to witness the eloquence and to ammate 
the debates of that devoted assembly. A monotonous and 
melancholy murmur ran through the benches — scarcely a word 
was exchanged amongst the Members — nobody seemed at ease 
— no cheerfulness was apparent — and the ordinary bueiaess, 
for a short time, proceeded in the usual manner. At length 
the expected moment arrived — the order of the day for the 
third reading of the Bill — ^for a ' Le^lative Union between 
Great Britain and Ireland,' was moved by Lord Castlereagh ; 
unvaried, tame, cold-blooded, the words seemed frozen as they 
issued from his lips j and, as if a umple citizen of the world, 
he seemed to have no sensation on the subject. At Qu,t mo- 
ment he had no country — no God but his ambition ; he made 
bis motion, and resumed his seat, with the utmost composure 
and indifference. Confused murmurs agun ran through the 
House — it was vi«bly affected, every character, in a moment, 
seemed involuntarily rushing to its index; — some pale, some 
flushed, some agitated; there were few cotmtenaoces to which 
the heart did not despatch some messenger. Several Members 
[including Flunket, and about two-thirds of the Opposition] 
withdrew before the question could be repeated, and an awful 
momentary silence succeeded their departure. The Speaker 
rose slowly from that chair which had been the proud source 
of his honours and of his high character: for a moment he re- 
sumed his seat, but the strength of bb mind sustuned him in 
bis duty, though his struggle was apparent. With that dignity 
which never failed to signalize his official actions, he held up 
the Bill for a moment in silence ; he looked steadily around 
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himoD the laatagoo; of tbe expiring Parliament. He at length 
repeated, in an emphatic tone, ' As many as are of opinion that 
this Bill do pass, say Aye.' The affirmative was languid, but 
indisputable — another momeatary pause ensued — again his lips 
seemed to decline their office : at length, with an eye averted 
from the object which he hated, he proclaimed, with a subdued 
voice, ' The Ayes have it.' The fatal sentence was now pro- 
nounced — for an instant he stood statue-like; then, indig- 
nantly, and with disgust, flung the Bill upon the table, and 
sank into his chair, with an exhausted spirit." 

The last meeting of the Parliament in College-green was 
held on Saturday, October 2, 1800, and although the Legis- 
lature of Ireluid was abolished with English legal formalities, 
the ablest lawyers — Saurin, Ponsonby, Plunket, Ball, Bushe, 
Curran, Burrowes, Fitzgerald, A. Moore, and others, main- 
tained that the Act was a nullity, void ab initio ; that the 
" transaction, though fortified by seven-fold form, was radi- 
cally fraudulent; that all the forms and solemnities of law 
were but so many badges of the fraud, and that posterity, like 
a great court of conscience, would pronounce its judgment." 

Saurin, afterwards Attorney- General of Ireland, declared 
that resistance to the Union would be a struggle against usur- 
pation, and not a renstance against law. " You," he added, 
" may make the Union binding as a law, but you cannot make 
it obligatory on conscience — it will be obeyed as long as Eng- 
land is strong, but resistance to it will be, in the abstract, a 
duty, and the exhibition of that resistance will be a mere qucs- 
tion of prudence." 

" I know," said Goold, '* the Ministers most succeed : but 
I will not go away with an aching heart, because I know that 
the liberties of the people must ultimately triumph. The 
people must at present submit, because they cannot resist 
120,000 armed men. But the period will occur when, as in 
1782, England may be weak, and Ireland sufficiently strong 
to recover her lost liberties." 
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" There are two days in the Irish hbtory," eud Orattan, 
" that I can never forget, — the one on which we gained our 
fi^edom — how great the triumph ! How moderate ! How 
well it was borne I — with what dignity I — and with all absenoe 
of vulgar triumph ! I shall ever remember the jo; on that 
ocoasion. The other was the day on which we lost our Par- 
liament. It was a savage act, done by a set of assassins who 
were brought into the House to sell their country and them- 
selves; they did not belong to Ireland: some were soldien, 
all were slaves. Everything was shame, and hurry, and base 
triumph I" 

TheBillwasbrought to the House of Lords on the 11th of 
June, committed on the 12thbyaDuyority of 76 to 17, and on 
the 1st of August received the royal assent. On the following 
day Lord Comwallis delivered Irom the Throne the speech pro- 
roguing Parliament, thus, according to his views, tenmnatiog 
the resident Legislature of Ireland. A minority of the House 
of Peers protested formally agfunst the Unbn on the 10th of 
February and 2€th of March, 1600. Their final protest, in 
eleven sections, dated the 1 3th of the ensuing June, concludes 
as follows : — 

" Because the argument made use of in &vour of the Union, 
namely, that the sense of the people of Ireland is in its &vour, 
we know to be untrue, andr as the Ministers have declared that 
theywouldnot press the measure agunat the sense of the peo- 
ple, and as the people have pronounced de<ndedly, and under all 
difficulties, their judgment against it, — we have, together with 
the sense of the country, the autborityof tbeMimster to enter 
our protest against the project of Union ; ag^nst the yoke 
wluch it imposes ; the dishonour which it inflicts ; the disqua- 
lification passed upon the Peerage ; the etigma thereby branded 
on the realm; the dieproportionate prindple of expense it in- 
troduces; the means employed to effect it; the discontents it 
has excited, and must continue to excite: agunst all these, and 
the &tal consequences they may produce — we have endea- 
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voured to iDt«rposeoar votes; and, filing, wo tranamitto after- 
times our names in solemn protest in behalf of the Parliamen- 
tary constitution of this realm, the liberty which it secured, 
the trade which it protected, the connexion which it preserved, 
and the constitution which it supplied and fortified. This we 
feel ourselves called upon to do, in support of our chatacters, 
our honour, and whatever is hfl to us worthy to be trraismitted 
to our posterity. — lieinster, Arran, Mountcaehel, Famham, 
Belmore, Moesy, Straogford, Granard, Ludlow, Moira, Wil- 
liam, Bishop of Down and Connor, Richard, Bishop of Wa- 
terford and Lismore, Powerscourt, De Vesci, Cbarletnoat, 
Kingston, Biversdale, Meath, Ldsmore, Sunderlin." 

Of 278 utting Members, the minority agmnst the Union 
nnmbered 120 ; while of those who voted in its favour, but 7 
are siud to have been uninduenoed corruptly. The amount 
expended by Govemtnent to procure a majority has been stated 
at £3,000,000, exclusive of 29 new creations, and 20 pro- 
motions in the Irish Peerage, together with English Peerages 
conferred on six noblemen "on account of Irish services" at 
this juncture. In addition to the foregoing, the sum of one 
million two hundred and sixty thousand pounds was expended 
under the Bill authorizing compensation for disfranchised bo- 
roughs, the total number of which was 84. £15,000, the sum 
allotted for each borough, was apportioned among the various 
patrons, according to their individual interests. The largest 
sums pud for boroughs were, £52,000 to Lord Downshire, 
who had seven seats, and £45,000 to Lord Ely for six seats. 
The other borough proprietors owning more than two seats 
were the Duke of Devonshire, Lords Ely, Shannon, Granard, 
fielmore, Clifden, and Abercom, Mr. Tighe, and Mr. Bruen, 
each of whom had four seats. " This does not," it has been 
observed, "give a complete idea of the Parliamentary weight 
of the great borough proprietors. Besides the seals for which 
tbeyreceivedcompensation.manyofthem had influence in places 
which were still to return one Member ; and as one seat in the 
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Impeiial FarlUment was considered quite equal to two in th« 
Irish, no compensation was allowed. Thus Lord Biy had one 
aeat in Wexford ; Lord Shannon, one at Youghal ; the Duke of 
DeTonshire, one at Bandon and one at Dungarran ; and Lord 
Abercom one, if not both, at Dungannon. Many of the coun- 
ties also were almost entirely in the bands of certain gT«at ft- 
milies, whose nominatJonB were scarcely ever disputed. A 
few boroughs, nominally open, were practically close ; and 
some three or four&milies had, by intermarriages, acquired a 
power which rendered them most formidable to any Govem- 
ment. The Fonsonbys, for example, exerdsed influence, 
direct or indirect, over twenty-two seats; Lord Downshire 
and the Bereefords, respectively, over nearly as many. Nor 
was this all : the great borough-mongers constantly bought 
&om other persons seats, for which they returned their own 
adherents. Lord Longueville clumed Cork and Mallow, and 
ux other seats, as his own ; Lords Shannon and Ely were in a 
dmilar position." 

About the same period, of the 6&S Members of the British 
Parliament, 354 sat by Borough, Treasury, and other influence, 
leaving England and Scotland but 204 representatives not 
corruptly returned. 

" The Parliament of Ireland, despite its defects, did more for 
the country," it has been justly observed, "in the short space 
of time it was allowed to live, than England had effected in all 
her long and varied struggles for liberty. Ireland removed 
the restraints that for centuries before had been imposed on 
her commerce and her constitution; she repealed Poynings' 
law — she insisted on the repeal of the 6tb of George I. — she 
obtiuned Free Trade — she obtained an independent Consti- 
tution — she restored the final judicature to her Lords— she 
establbhed the independence of her Judges — she secured to 
the country the benefits of the Habeas Corpus Act — she pu- 
rified the elective franchise — she repealed the perpetual Mutiny 
Bill, and placed on record the immortal resolve, that a stand- 
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JDg army id time of peace, without the coDsent of Parliament, 
was contrary to law — in iUelf a charter of liberty. All these 
splendid acquisitions she obtidned in 1782, afler a short reigo 
of a few days, by means of her Parliament, freed from foreign 
control and influenced by Iriehfeelings and Irish counsels. Sub- 
sequently, after a severe struggle against a corrupt Court, she 
obtained a Kavigation Act, a Pension Bill, a Place Bill, a Be- 
sponsibility Bill. She diffused the spirit of religious liberty, 
and emandpated in a degree the mind of her people. She re- 
pealed numerous penal laws, and gave to Roman Catholics pro- 
perty and power; and accompanied the possession of land with 
the right of the elective franchise. She opened to them the Bar, 
and the Assistant Barristers' Bench; and if she had not been 
thwarted by British influence, she would have given to them 
full and complete Emancipation, and placed, in every respect, 
the Roman Catholic on an equality with bis Protestant fellow- 
countryman. England had rights and precedents of her own 
to follow. She could boast of a proud constitutional ancestry, 
who traced their names, their descent, their glories, in heredi- 
tary succesuon to the great chartersof their country, that they 
had thirty times confirmed. But no such advantages were 
possessed by Ireland ; she bad to create almost everything, 
and to create it out of chaos." 

As compensatJon for the aboUtion of their appointments, 
pensions amounting in the aggregate to £32,006 H;. Id. [jer 
annum were granted to the officials and servants connected with 
the Houses of Peers and Commons, the details of which will 
be found in the Appendix ; the respective amounts being based 
upon an average of the salaries and emoluments during the pre- 
ceding three yeu«. 

The late Thomas Elrington, D. D., proposed that Govern- 
ment should grant the vacant Parliament House to Trinity 
College, to be converted into lecture-halls ; one of the ob- 
stacles raised to this suggestion was the probabili^ of dia- 
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turbances arisiog betweeo the citizens and atudenta in the pass- 
ing of the latter between the two edifices, to obviate which the 
construction of a connecting subterranean tunnel was proposed. 
Ultimately, however, the Parliament House was purchased b; 
the Bank of Ireland for £40,000, subject to a ground rent of 
£240 per annum, — an Act of Parliament having been passed 
in Jupe, 1802, to enable the Lord High Treasurer or Com- 
miasiooers of his Majesty's Treasury of Ireland to sell, lease, 
convey, or dispose of the Parliament House in the city of Dub- 
lin, and all the premises and appurtenances thereunto belong- 
ing, to the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland. 

Exhibitions ofpaintinga were held in this building in 1802 
and 1803, in the former of which John Comerford, the emi- 
nent miniature punter, exhibited for the first time. During 
the panic attendant on the attempt made by Sobert Emmet, 
the Parliament House was used as a barrack ; and in the suc- 
ceeding year a fire broke out beneath the fi-ont portico, injur- 
ing it so severely that it was found necessary to insert large 
pieces in several of the columns. 

The Bank Directors having offered premiums for plans for 
the adaptation of the building to its new purposes, various 
eminent English architects sent in their deugns. The first prize 
of £300 was, however, adjudged to Henry Aaron Baker, Master 
of the Dublin Society's Architectural School, who, fearing that 
his plans might be annunarily rejected if he appeared in the 
competition as an Irish artist, had his drawings privately con- 
veyed to London, and thence to Dublin, as Irom an English 
architect — the names of the competitors not being demanded 
until the final adjudication. 

The first stone of the new works, under the superinten- 
dence of Francis Johnston, was liud by the Lord Lieutenant, 
Earl Hardwicke, on March 8, 1804. To connect the east 
and west ends mmilarly with the centre, (urcular screen walls 
were erected with lonio columns, supporting an entablature 
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•imilar to that of the portico, with nichea ioterventng. A 
oonaderable part of the interna) buildings were removeil, ia- 
dudingthe Honse of Commona and the Court of Requests, a 
portion of the latter now forming the Cash-office of the Bank. 
At the period of the elevation of the level of Westmoreland- 
street, the steps approaching to the eastern front were filled 
up; and within the last few years the entrance-door under 
this portioo has been closed vnth masonry. 

The three figures on the soutiieni front of the building 
were executed by Edward Smith, but from designs by Flax- 
man, as specially stipulated by the Bank Directors, although 
the architect, Johnston, endeavoured to protect the great 
Dnblin artist from this humiliation by "pointing, in a spirit of 
earnest advocacy, to the many noble works already executed 
by him ; but without effect — they would apply to a London 
sculptor. The geutiemen who were influential at that time 
in the building proceedings of the Bank were unquestionably 
men of the highest respectability, but they were profoundly ig- 
norant of Smith's merits as a great sculptor; they knew that he 
had placed figures on [the eastern front of] their building ; but 
they also knew that he made no lodgments in it. They found 
him to be a nervous, mild, unpretending man, bowiog to those 
who should have stood uncovered in his presence. They, 
therefore, sent to London for deugna, and got three small pen 
sketches Irom Mr. Flaxman. Yet even these were not given 
to Smith, but the copies made of them by a young artist of 
that day were handed to him, and were the only guides he 
had in executing those noble figures which now ornament the 
south portico. Flaxman demanded five hundred guineas for 
the execution of each ; and the timid and modest Smith got 
one hundred and fifty pounds for each." 

The chandelier of the House of Commons is suspended 
in the Examination Hall of Trinity CoU^e, Dublin; the chair 
of the Speaker of the House of Lords is possessed by the Royal 
n2 
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Iristi Academy ; and that of theSpeaker of the Commons stands 
in the Board-room of the Royal Dublin Society. Afler the 
Union, Government demanded the Speaker's mace from Foster, 
which the latter declined to surrender, saying that " until the 
body that intrusted it to hia keeping demanded it, he would 
preserve it for them." This mace is now in the possession of 
Lord Masaereene, graadsou of John Foster, the Speaker of 
the Commons in the late Parliament of Ireland. 
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CHAPTER III. 

CHURCH OF ST. OEOBGR — THE OLD EXCHEQUER — ST. GEORGS's 
LANE — 'CUBQDER-LANB — QRAFTON-STRBBT — TUB ROYAL 
IRISH ACADBHT. 

A CHURCH dedicated to St. Greorge uiciently stood in the aub- 
urba of Dublin, near the present South Great George's-street, 
outaide the <aty wtdla and the eastern gate. The incorpora- 
tion of this church with the Priory of All- Hallows by Henri 
de Londres, Archbishop of Dublin from 1213 to 1238, was 
ratified in 1233 by Pope Gregory IX., whose succeseor, In- 
nocent v., in hb confirmation of the rights of the Priory, 
A. D. 1276, mentions that St. George's Church owned ten 
acres of land in the county of Dublin, nod was entitled to the 
tithes of a mill within its parish. Various deeds, still extant, 
executed towards the year 1280, refer to buildings in St. 
George's-street or parish, and mention also that the Exche- 
quer of the English settlers then existed in this vicinity. The 
right of perfomung Divine Service in the chauntry of the Ex- 
chequw was in 1336 conferred by Edward III. on the Carme- 
lite Friars, who were, for their labours, entitled to receive 
from the Court an annual payment of one hnndred. shillings. 
An andent literary monument connected with this Court still 
exists in the official manuscript known as the *'Red Book of 
the Exchequer," the earliest entries in which are ascribed to 
the times of Klug John or Henry III. 

The Exchequer of the English colonists is stated to have 
been removed from its location outside the city walla, in conse- 
quence of its treasure having been rifled^ and its officers di»- 
persed by the native Irish. This removal of the Court would 
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appear to have been anterior to the middle of the fourteenth 
century, as a local deed of 1352 refers to the Old Exchequer, 
the site of which, according to our records, itbs on the 28th 
of July, 36th Edward III. [1362], granted in cuBtodiam to the 
Prior and Friara of the Dublin Auguatiniana, whose account 
of its profita are entered on a Fipe-roU of the year 1393. 

For the support of the chapel of St George, the Parliament 
of the English Pale in 1457enacted that any person in thecounty 
of Dublin making a prey upon the Irish enemies exceeding forty 
cows, should deliver one cow, or five ahillinga in money, to- 
wards its repairs ; and a right of action for recovery was given 
to the Master and Wardens of the Guild aaaotnated with this 
chapel, which was viuted annually on the festival of St. George 
by the Mayor and city officials, who proceeded thither with 
much solemnity to make their offerings. Among the entries 
on thia subject formerly extant in the " Chain Book" of the 
dty of Dublin, were the following : — 

" lat. It was ordered, in maintenance of the pageant of 
St. George, that the Mayor of the foregoing year should £nd 
the Emperor and Empress with their trtun and followers, well 
appointed and accoutered, that is to eay, the Emperor attended 
with two doctors, and the Empress with two knighta, and two 
maidens richly apparelled, to bear up the trun of her gown. 

"Item, secondly. The Mayor for the time being waa to 
find St. George a horee, and the wardens to pay 3t. 4d. for his 
wBges that day. The Bulifis for the time bang were to find 
four horses, with the men mounted on them well apparelled, 
to bear the pole-^xe, the standard, and the several swords of 
the Emperor and St. George. 

" Item, thirdly. The elder Master of the Guild waa to find 
a mtuden well attired to lead the Dragon, and the Clerk of the 
Market was to find a golden line for the Dragon. 

"Item, fourthly. The elder Warden was to find for St 
George four trumpets ; but St. George himself was to pay 
their wages. 
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" Item, fifthly. The younger Warden waa obliged to find 
the King of Dele and the Queen of Dele, as also two knights 
to lead the Queen of Dele, and two mtudens to bear up the 
trun of her gown, all being entirely clad in black apparel. 
Moreover, be waa to cause St. George's Chapel to be well hung 
in black, and completely ^parelled to every purpose, and was 
to provide it with cushions, rushes, and other necessaries for 
the festivities of that day." 

The same manuacript contains an entry under the year 
1498, recording an ordinance of the City for the *' hagardmen 
and the husbandmen to bear the Dragon, and to repiur the 
Dragon on St George's Day and Corpus ChrisU Day," under 
a penalty of forty shillings. 

The Master and Wardens of the Guild in the chapel of St. 
George, the Martyr, in the suburbs of Dublin enjoyed a royal 
grant of eight marks, to find and sustun a priest; and by in- 
denture in 1606 they granted to the Prior and Convent of 
All Hallows four marks of silver, to be piud annually " for the 
euatentaoion and wages of an honestchaplun to say Mass and 
other Divine Service in the said chapel on Sundays aud feasts, 
and thrice in each week, that is to say, on Wednesday, Fri- 
day, and Saturday, weekly and yearly ;" providing also that 
the Prior and Convent should forfeit four-pence of silver for 
each default. 

Archbishop Alan, in the reign of Henry VIII., mentions 
St. George's Church as then in existence, and notes its right 
to a moiety of the tithes of a mill, which, he curves, had in 
previous times existed near the city wall ; adding, that the ten 
acres of land belonging to the church lay near Donabrook, and 
were called " St. George's Field, alias Kilmalergan." The 
Bectory of St. George formed portion of the possessions of 
tJie monastery of All Hollows, surrendered in 153S to Henry 
VIII., and by him granted to the city of Dublin. 

Kchard Stanihurat, writing in 1586, observes: — "There 
batli been in St. George's-lane a chapel dedicated to Saint 
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Creorge, likely to hftve been Ibiuided by some worthy Knight 
of the Garter. The Mayor, with his brethren, was ao- 
cuBtomed with great triumphs and pageants yearly on Saint 
George's feast to repair to that chapel, and there to oder. 
This chapel," continues Stanihurst, " hath been of late razed, 
and the stones thereof, hy consent of the Assembly, turned 
to a common oven, convecting the ancient monument of a 
doughty, adrenturoos, and holy knight, to the coal-rake 
sweeping of a puff'loaf baker. Id old ^mes," adds our au- 
thor, "divers old and ancient monuments werebuilded in St. 
George's lane ; and as an insearcher of antiquities may, by the 
view there to be taken, conjecture, the better part of the sub- 
urbs of Dublin should seem to have stretched that way. But 
the inhabitants being daily and hourly molested and preied by 
their prowling mountain neighbours, were forced to suffer 
their buildings to fall in decay, and embayed themeelvee within 
the (uty walls. Among otlier monuments, there is a pUce in 
that Une called now [1586] Collets Inns, which, in old times, 
was the Escacar, or Exchequer." 

In an official record of the year 1592 we find Richard Sta- 
nihurst, Gent., entered as " fanner of a garden called Collett's 
Innes, alias le old Exchequer," for which he piud a yearly rent 
ofl3<. 4d. to the Crown ; and an Inquisition of 1636 mentions 
an orchard (pomarium) called " Collett's Inns, alias theOuld 
Exchequer, near St. George' Inns-lane." Among the residents 
in St. George's-lane in the seventeenth century was Sir Wil- 
liam Petty, one of the most remarkable men of his time. 

Petty, bom in 1623, was the son of a poor clothier of Rum- 
sey : speaking of his early life, he tells us that *' At the full 
age of fifteen years I had obtained the Latin, Greek, and 
French tongues, the whole body of common Arithmetic, the 
practical Geometry, and Astronomy conducing to Navigation, 
Dialling, &c., with the knowledge of several mathematical 
trades, all which, and having been at the Unirereity of Caen, 
preferred me to the King's navy, where, at the age of twenty 
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yean, I had gotten up about three-score pounds, with as much 
mathematics as anyof my age wae known to have had. With 
this provision, anno 1643, whea the civil wars between the 
King and Parliament grew hot, I went into the Netherlanda 
and France for three years, and having vigourously followed 
my studies, especially that of medicine, at Utrecht, Leyden, 
Amsterdam, aud Paris, I returned to Bumsey, where I was 
bom, btinging back with me my brother Anthony, whom I hod 
bred, with about £10 more than I had carried out of England. 
With this £70 and my endeavours, in less than four years 
more lobtiuned my degree ofM.D. in Oxford, and forthwith 
thereupontobeadmittediutotheCollegeof Physicians, London, 
and into several clubs of the Virtuous [Virtuosi] ; after all 
which expence defrayed, I had left £26, and in the next two 
years being made Fellow of Brazen-Nose, and Anatomy Pro- 
fessor in Oxford, and also Beader at Greahwn College, I ad- 
vanced my said stock to about £400, and with £100 more 
advanced and given me to go for Ireland, into full £500." 
From bis childhood, Petty exhibited a great attachment to 
mechanical and scientific pursuits. At Paris he studied ana- 
tomy with Thomas Hobbes, of Malmesbury, for whose work 
on Optics he drew the diagrams : notwithstanding all his ing^ 
nuity, he was once, while resident in France, obliged, from 
want of money, to live for a week on two penny-worth of 
walnuts. 

Petty first dbtinguiahed himself in the world of letters by 
his treatise " On the Advancement of Learning," published in 
1648, and addressed to Samuel Hartlib. He became Deputy 
to the Professor of Anatomy at Oxford, where he acted the 
prindpalpart in restoring to life a woman who had been hanged 
for infantidde ; be was also nominated Professor of Music at 
Gresham College, and subsequently appointed Physician to the 
Army in Ireland, and to the Lord Deputy Fleetwood, at the sa- 
lary of twenty shillings a day. Before he bad been two months 
in Ireland, Petty effected great reform in the Army Medical 
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' Department, and soon acquired an extensive practice m a pby- 
aictui in Dublin. Having directed his attention to the survey 
bong carried on of the Irish forfeited l&nda, he lud before the 
Govenuneot proposals for tiie execution of that work at less 
than half the rate then paying, offering to complete in thirteen 
months an undertalung which could not have been finished in 
less than seven years under the existing system. His propo- 
sals were accepted by the Government, and the entire survey 
was concluded by Petty within the stipulated period, as noticed 
in the account of " Crow's Nest." Hb success tn this under- 
taking, and the part which he took in the dietribution of the 
forfeitedlands.ruBedhimnufflerouBenemies, who endeavoured, 
by a variety of stratagems, to effect his ruin, and finally assailed 
himbeforetheParliamentatLondon, wherehe confronted them, 
and proved the groundlessness of their accusations. In port 
payment for his services Petty received grants of extensive 
tracts of land, and it was siud that from the summit of Mao- 
gerton, in Kerry, he could look upon 50,000 acres belonging 
to himself. Charles II. in 1661 conferred kni^thood upon 
Petty, in whose conversation he took much pleasure. He was 
elected one of the first Coundl of the Royal Sodety in 1662, 
and in the succeeding year invented a double-bottomed slup 
" of exceeding use to put into shallow ports, and ride over small 
depths of water ; it consisted of two distinct keels, crampt toge- 
ther with huge timbers, &c., so that a violent stream ran be- 
tween; itboreamonstrousbroadsail." After having performed 
several voyages in incredibly short periods, this vessel, which 
the King named the " Experiment," was finally cast away in 
a storm which destroyed a large fleet of ships. Petty is de- 
scribed as " a proper handsome man, measured six foot high, 
good head of brown hair, moderately turning up; his eyes a kind 
of goose-grey, but very shortr^igbted, and as to aspect beauti- 
full, and promise sweetness of nature, and they did not deowve, 
for he was a marvellous good-natured person; eyebrows thick, 
dark, and straight ; his head was very large." In 1667 he mar- 
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ried EUii&beth, claught«r of Sir Hardreas Waller, " a very beaa- 
tifiil and ingenious lady, brown, with gloriooB eyes." 

Petty 18 stated to have excelled io everything which he 
undertook : he was an admirable Latin poet ; profoundly viae 
in council; of great courage; facetious, of easy converaation, 
and had a marvellous &culty c^ mimicry, " with such admirable 
action and alteration of voice and tone, as it was not possible 
to absttun from wonder, and one would swear to hear several 
persons." " When I," says Evelyn, " who knew him in mean 
drcumstancea, have been in his splendid pahice, be would hitn- 
eelfe be in admiration how he arrived at it; nor was it his value 
or inclination for splendid furniture and the curionties of the 
age, but his elegant lady could endure nothing mean, or that 
was not magnificent. He was very negligent himself, and 
rather so of his person, and of a philosophic temper. ' What 
a to^o is here I' he would say, *I can lie in straw with as much 
satisfaction.' *' 

Petty was one of the original Fellows of the College of 
Phyudane of Ireland, aod tn 1683 published his "Observa- 
tions on the Dublin Bills of Mortality." He took an active 
part in the formation of the Dublin Philosophical Sodety, of 
which be was elected President, as already noticed. Among 
his inventions was a land carriage, described as follows to the 
Sodety in 1684 :— 

"Drawn by an codinary horse of £10 price, it carries one 
^at uts in it with ease, and a driver on the coach-box, with a 
portmanteau of twenty or thirty pounds weight, twenty-five 
or thirty Irish miles a day : this carriage," adds tbe description, 
** is likewise very easy for the traveller, and fiir more secure than 
any coach, not being overtumable by any height on which tlie 
wheels can posribly move. It is likewise contrived to be drawn 
about the streets by one man with one in it, and tliat with less 
puns than one of the sedan-bearers does undergo. It is very 
cheap, an ordinary one not costing more than six or seven 
pounds, the four wheels being above half tlie money." 
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Varioue experiments relating to land carriage and other 
devices were performed at Fetty's house in Dublin, before the 
Society, trhich also subscribed towards building two ships of 
a new construction planned by him, of the result of which 
William Molyneux, writing in January, 1685, ^ves the fol- 
lowing account ; — 

<* Sir William Fett/a ship was tried this day sennight in 
our harbour between Bingsend and the Bar, but she performed 
so abominably, as if built on purpose to disappoint in the 
highest degree every particular that was expected from her; 
she had spread but a third of the sail she was to carry, the wind 
did but just fill her siuls, and yet she stooped so that she vna 
in danger of being overset every moment ; a blast from a 
smith's bellows superadded had overturned her. She was 
proposed not to want an ounce of ballast, and yet she had in 
her ten ton of paving stones, and all would not do ; the sea- 
men s^d they would not venture over the Bar in her for 
£1 000 a piece. Even right before the wind she does nothing. 
So that the whole design is blown up. What measures Sir 
William will take to redeem his credit, I know not, but I am 
sure a greater trouble could hardly have fallen upon him." 
Petty, however, averred that he was determined to persevere 
in his experiments in ship>building, and declared, that if he dis- 
covered his principles to be erroneous, he would write and 
publish a book against himself—*' so much," stud he, "do I 
prefer truth before vanity and imposture." 

Fetty engaged extensively in mining, iron founding, and 
pilchard fishing, in the county of Kerry; and in 1685 pub- 
lished his maps of Ireland, entitled, " HibemiEe delineatio 
quoad hactenus licuit perfectiseima," which were issued at 
fifty shillings. His surveys, " as far as they go, are tolerably 
exact as to distances and situations, but neither the latitudes 
nor roads are expressed, nor is the sea coast exactly laid down ; 
his design being only to take an account of the forfeited lands ; 
many other tracts are lefl blank, and from such a survey his 
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maps are formed." His death took place in 1687, and among 
the various directions contained in his will may be noticed his 
wish that his daughter might marry in Ireland, desiring that 
such a sum as he bad left her might not be carried out of this 
country. Fetty's widow was advanced to the Peerage, and 
his BOD was created Baron of Shelbume. His descendants 
iitiled in male issue, and, through the female line, the title and 
property of Petty's representatives came into the family of 
Fitz Maurice, and thence to the present Marquis of Lons- 
downe, who is hi« great great grandson. 

A large house on the western side of George's-lane was, in 
1731, taken by Madame Violaote, the pantomimiste noticed in 
our account of FownesVcourt. In this house, which she 
styled her " New Booth," Violante, with her daughter and 
a company including I..alauze and Moreau, French comic 
dancer?, with "posture-master" Phillips, exhibited various 
entertainments "aAerthe Italianmanncr,"among which were 
the " Burgomaster tricked, or the intrigues of Harlequin and 
Columbine ;" the " Jealous Husband deceived, or Harlequin 
metamorphosed;" the " Birth of Harlequin;" and "Woman's 
Revenge or a Match in Newgate." Madame Vioiante exhibited 
marvels as a rope-walker; Lalauze performed French pastoral 
and comic dances in woo<len shoes ; and n Dublin actor, named 
Cummins, executed the *' white joke dance," as an old woman, 
with " Pierrot" in a basket. The " New Booth" was con- 
stantly filled with crowds of the most feshionable people of 
Dublin, and a writer of the time mentions that Violante was 
"openly caressed by principal persons of both [political] par- 
ties, who contributed to support her in a splendid manner." 

For deserting the Theatre to support Violnnte, the fre- 
quenters of her "New Booth" were reproved as follows, in a 
" Prologue upon the beaux, for Mrs. Davis's benefit, at Smock- 
Jley," but which, we are told, "none of the players would 
venture to speak, fur fear of disobliging that formidable 
party:" — 
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"But now, alas) the Muse no tongers sings 
Of faithful lovers, and of god-like kings : 
The friendly Uuse, for ever fond to please, 
Tunes to your sickly appetites her lays ; 
Whilst honour, virtue, taxae, and plighted Eaith, 
Yield to the necromancer and Ifacheath.* 
But even these have feil'd of your applause, 
Nought DOT will do but Phillips and Lal&nze : 
For them the house is crowded thrice a week, 
Whilst Husbands and Delany are to seek ; 
Whilst Imoinda &ilB to move your care. 
And dying Cato is d^iy'd a tear ! 
But mark, ye fair ones, whether this may tend. 
The stage, that once was lore and virtue's friend, 
Condemu'd by you to posture-masters vile. 
Has lost its rhetoric and chang'd it8«tyla 
Instead of Grey, t« move your tender hearts, 
Here Yiolante shows her brawny parts ; 
Instead of Cato's stubborn virtue, there 
Phillips does in a thousand shapes appear. 
But mark, I say, &ir ones, mark the end. 
Ton crowd to see, you clap, and yon commend ; 
While pig-tail'd beaux, to win the like applause, 
Take for their patterns Pbillips and Lalauze." 

A new opera epilogue to the tragedy of Richard III., 
Bung and apoken by Mrs. Stirling, a favourite Dublin singer, 
who acted the part of Lady Anne, 1731, alludes as followB to 
the same subject : — 

" How happy ia the fashionable taste. 
On worthy objects elegantly placed 1 
Dublin, in all its pleasure8«) refin'd, 
Bcoma the dull entertainments of the mind I 
Bow, prostrate, bow: lo! Tfonsense reaie her throne ! 
Footmen and beaux, your sovereign goddess own ! 
Haste from our Theatre, which out of season. 
Host impudently tries to please with reason ! 
From sense and Shakespeare fly, each pretty fellow. 
To Signor Bcaramonch and Punchinello ! 
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Fly to your wooden brethren, mon Dieo ! 

Blest, ye toap^ee, with no more brains than yoa ! 

Away, nice Dames, wbero onr coarse scenes shan't fright you ! 

Where Italy's politer arts invite ye. 

And decent postures on the rope delight ye 1" 

Madame Violant« continued for some time to exhibit dra- 
tnalic and grotesque entertunmentB in George's-lane, including 
among her players Misa Margaret Woffington, and other 
youthful performers of merit, noticed in our account of 
Fownea's-court. The dramatic performancea of Madame Vio- 
lante are stated to have been eventually stopped by order of 
the Lord Mayor, and the house was, some years aflerwards, 
token for an hospital by Dr. Bartholomew Mosse. This phi- 
lanthropic physi(»an was bom at Maryborough in 17l<!; 
licensed as a surgeon in 1 733, and engaged about 1 737 by the 
Government, to take charge of the men drafted from Ireland 
to complete the regiments in Minorca. 

" Dr. Mosse," says a manuscript memoir, " both before 
and after the above appointment, practised aurgery and mid- 
wifery with great success ; but this did not prevent his seek- 
ing to add to his information by intercourse with the practi- 
tioners of other countries, for in a paper which he afterwards 
published he states that, * intending to perfect himself in 
surgery and midwifery, he travelled into England, France and 
Holland, and several other parts of Europe; and that from his 
first entrance into such study and profession, he became con- 
vinced of the great usefulness, if not necessity, of having an 
hospital for lying-in women in the city of Dublin, and resolved, 
as ftr as in his power, to have such an hospital established ; 
and for that purpose I^d himself out particularly to inquire 
into and to observe the hospitals in the countries through 
which he travelled.* Having settled in Dublin, he married the 
daughter of the Ven. Dr. Whittingham, Archdeacon of Dub- 
lin, and, having obttuned a license in midwifery, he quit the 
practice of surgery. In the course of his practice charity ofWn 
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demanded his aeeietance; and he often declared that the 
mifiery of the poor women of the city of Dublin, at the time 
of their lying-in, would scarcely be conceived by any who had 
not been an eye-witneea of their wretched (urcumstaoces ; that 
their lodgings were generally in cold garrets, open to every 
wind, or in damp cellars, subject to floode from excessive rains ; 
deatitate of attendance, medidne, and often of proper food, 
by which hundreds perished with their little infante. These 
distresses excited his compassion, and he resolved no longer 
to delay his endeavours to establish an hospital for poor lyin^ 
in women. Having communicated this humane and charita- 
ble intention to a few particular friends, who highly approved 
of his schemes, he took a large house in George's-lane, which 
he furnished with beds and other necessaries, and opened the 
same on the 14th of March, 1745, continuing to support it 
chiefly at his own expense, and constantly attending in person, 
until the apparent usefulness of it induced several well-dtspoeed 
persons to encourage the undertaking by benefactions and 
yearly subscriptions, which encouraged him to enlai^ his 
plan. He belonged to a society called ' The Union,' consisting 
of a number of persons of different occupations, most of whom 
subscribed four shillings and four-pence yearly, to be pud quar- 
terly, for the support of the intended hospital ; and this is sup- 
posed to have been the first assistance he rec^ved." " So 
far then," writes Dr. Wilde, " we may conuder the original 
hospital founded and established by the enterprise of one 
man ; and in an estimate of the credit due to him, we ought 
not to foi^et that the institution was the first of the kind in 
the British dominions, and may, therefore, be truly regarded 
as the parent of all those in the capital of the sister country. 
In ■ Faulkner's Journal' for March, 1745, we find an account 
of the opening of the hospital in George's-lane; and at the 
conclusion of it, the following notice, from which it would ap- 
pear that the founder received but little sympathy from hie 
profesnonal brethren, although he o^ed them advantages 
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Uiat few would now be alow in accepting. It ia as follows : 
— ■ Constant attendance will be given at the eaid hospital 
by Mr. Bartholomew Mosse, until assisted bj the rest of the 
gentlemen of the fiioulty.' As the hospital became more 
known, its friends and supporters increased ; and besides or- 
dinary subscriptions, Dr. Mosse, who was essentially * a man 
of many prtgects,' had recourse for its support to plays, lottery 
schemes, concerts, oratorios, &o. ; and we may mention that 
be brought over Castrucd, the last pupil of Corelli, as an at- 
traction, to these concerts. These various resources had pro- 
duced ednce 1745 about £3649 altogether, at the time [UdOj, 
when be published his first report. Beports of the institution 
were published annually, giving the number of females re- 
lieved and children bom, with a statement of the receipts and 
expenses; and from one we give the following extract, show- 
ing the care taken in the economical disbursements of the 
funds, when compared with similar institutions :" — " The sup- 
porting of 2307 women in the British Lyingdn Hospital, Zjou- 
don, as appears from the printed state of the sud hospital, 
cost £7313 16*. iO^d., which is more than £3 3«. 5^. each ; 
whereas the supporting of 3976 women in the Lying-in Hos- 
pital in George's-lane, Dublin, including all expenses, came to 
but £3913 13j. 0^., which is very litUe more than 19>. B^d. 
each. By which the manager of the last-named charity saved 
to the public no less a som than £8696 I2t. S^d.; for, had 
the above 3975 women cost £3 35. G^d. each, the whole 
amount would have been £12,610 5t. 6d. This hospital, be- 
sides the relief of the distressed, was intended as a school for 
young surgeons intending to practise midwifery, as it might 
render it unnecessary for such to resort to France and other 
foreign parts for instruction ; and also as a nursery to ruse 
and transpUnt into the several parts of the kingdom women 
who, being duly qualified, might settie in such parts as moat 
stand in need of them. The Doctor was, at the time of open- 
ing the hospital, about thirty-three yean of age, in full health 
VOL. in. o 
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and vigour, of a clear iinderatanding, afikbte and agreeable ia 
his coDversatJon and behaviour, and beloved and esteemed by 
all hie acquaintances ; and the great advantage of it bong 
BOon observed, as well abroad as at home, application was 
made to Dr. Mosse, in the year 1747, by several persons in 
London, particularly Dr. Layard, for his plan, scheme, and 
regulations, which he transmitted to them ; and an hospital 
was erected in London the year following, on the eatne plan, 
with the same regulations, which aeon met with so great en- 
couragement from the public, that before the year 1751 two 
more hospitals for lying-in women were opened in the said 
city." 

On the opening of the new edifice in Great Britun-street 
in 1757, the Lying-in Hospital wasremovedfromGeorge's-lane, 
having, from its foundation, been maintained almost exclu- 
sively by the energy of Mosse in procuring for its use the pro- 
ceeds of oratorios, plays, and lotteries. During the preceding 
twelve years 4049 children had been bom in the Hospital in 
George's-lane, the accounts of which form, says Dr. Wilde, 
one of the most interesting, as well as the earliest, statistical 
tables of this description on record, and show that the re^try 
of this hospital, a hundred years ago, was better kept than 
many of the present day. 

Soon after its relinquishment by Moose, the house in 
George's-lane was converted into a '* Lock Hospital" by Sur- 
geon George Doyle and other practitioners, who gave their 
services gratuituusly to this institution, which was mtuntained 
by voluntary subscriptions. This building, which was used 
as ft " Lock Hospital" till 1 767, is at present No. 59, South 
Great George's-slreet, opposite Fade-street, standing back 
from the street, and approached by a narrow alley ; the first 
building contuns twelve rooms, with closets for aursefl; and 
at the rere of this is a second, containing one large, and two 
small wards, with out-offices ; in front of it was originally a 
a court-yard, now filled op with buU^ngs. 
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Ebenezer Bider and Edward Bate, the publishers of some 
large worka dnring the early part of the hut century, resided 
in GeorgeVlane ; and in this street Francis West, the emi- 
nent drawing-master, held his academy, previous to remov- 
ing to the Dublin Society's Uouee in Shaw's-court, already 
noticed. At Napper's " Great Boom," in Geoi^Vlane, was 
held, io February, 1766, the first exhibition of the Society of 
Dublin Artists, subsequently located in William-street. The 
name of George's-lane was changed to that of Great Geoi^'s- 
street about the middle of the last century, and from 1798 to 
a_few years ago, several houses on the western dde of this 
street were used by Government as on in&ntry barrack. 
- From the Old Exchequer the name of 'Chequer-lane was 
applied to a line of buildings, commenced before the middle 
of the seventeenth century, now called Exchequer-street and 
Wicklow-street, extending eastward from George's-lane to 
Graflon-street, which received its name from Henry Fitzroy, 
first Duke of Graflon, son of Charles II. by the Duchess of 
Cleveland. The Duke, who is described as a *' tall black man," 
was bom in 1663, and married Isabella, daughter and heiress 
of Henry Bennett, Earl of Arlmgton. He ofiiciated as High 
Constable of England at the coronatiou of James II., but de- 
serted the King on the landbg of the Prince of Orange, and 
received his death-wound while leading the grenadiers at the 
assault on Cork in 1 690. On the western side of Graflon-street 
a reminiscence of the times of the Beetoration is still preserved 
in the name of *' Tangier-lane," so styled from the fortress of 
that name in Africa, which formed portion of the dowry of 
Catherine of Bragnnza, Queen of Charles II., by whom in 
1662 it was mode a free port, and endowed with various com- 
mercial privileges, the expense of maintaining it bdng charged 
upon the Irish Bevenue. The total annual cost of this estab- 
lishment appears from an official manuscript to have amounted 
to £42,338 12j. 2\^d., and it was specialty ordered that all 
necessaries for the soldiers there garrisoned, as clothes, shirts, 
2 
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shoes, Btocldnge, boots, belts, &c., tihould "be always bought 
ia Ireland, and nowhere else, and that at as eaey rates as may 
be ;" the Lord Lieotenant or otlier Chief Governor of Ireland 
being directed " to appoint some fit persons to superrise the 
buying of the said clothes and neceesariea for the soldiers, so as 
the same may efiectually be furnished good in kind, and it the 
cheapest rates." The Commons of England, in their address 
to the King in 16S0, complained that " Tangier had been se- 
veral times under Popish goTOmors; that the supplies sent 
thither had been in a great part made up of Po{dsh Oifficers 
and soldiers ; and that the Irish Papists had been the most 
countenanced and encouraged." The English Treasury not 
being able to de&ay the expense of the muntenance of Tan- 
gier, and the Irish people having repeatedly complained of the 
injustice of taxing them for its support, the fortress was de- 
molished by the King's orders in 1683. 

The earliest printed official reference to Grsfton-Gtreet oc- 
curs in a statute of the year 1708; the street had, however, been 
partially formed some years before the close of the eerenteenth 
century, at which period n portion of it was set as wheat land, 
at the annual rent of 2>. Gd. per acre. The southern part of 
this street was, till the early years of the last century, known 
as "Crosse's Garden," and a city assessment of 1712 records 
an allocation for "making a crown causeway through Graltpn- 
street." Sir Thomas Vesey, the benevolent and reUgious Bishop 
of Ossory, died in Grafton-street in 1730 ; and Loots DuYal, 
Manager of Smock-alley Theatre previous to the Sheridan re- 
gime, reuded here so early as 1733. Mrs. Bebeoca Oingley, 
the friend of Swift and the companion of Stella, dwelt in this 
street till the year 1743, at the house of Mrs. Bidgeway, 
daughter to Mrs. Brent, housekeeper to the Dean ; after the 
death of Stella, Swift; used frequently to dine here with Mrs. 
IKngley, whose peculiarities he has detuled in several poems, 
and to whom, conjointly with Mrs. Johnson, he wrote the 
"Journal to Stella." 
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Gabriel Jacques Matorin, prebend of Malahidert, vbo id 
1745 succeeded Swifl as Dean of St. Patrick's, nnded in 
GraftoD-street. He was born in 1700 at Utrecht, and wasthe 
0on of Pierre, and grandson of Gabriel Maturin, a Huguenot 
priest of Paris, who fled from the persecution of Louis XIV. 
to Holland, and thence to Dublin, where his son recdred his 
education. Of the origin of his family name, the author of 
" Bertram" gave the following account : — 

" In the reign of Loub XIV. the carriage of a Catholic 
lady of rank was stopped by the driver discoreriog that a child 
was lying in the street. The lady brought him home, and, as 
he was never claimed, considered and treated him as her child : 
he was richly dressed, but no trace was furnished, by himself 
or otherwise, that could lead to the discovery of bis parents or 
connexions. As the lady was a devotee, she brought him up 
a strict Catholic, and being puzzled for a name for him, she 
borrowed one from a religious community, ' Les Mathurins,' of 
whom there is mention in the ' Jewish Spy,' and who were 
then of sufficient importance to give their name to a street Id 
Paris, ' La Rue des Mathurins.' In spite of all the good lady's 
pains, and maugre his nam de caretiet my ancestor was perverse 
enough to turn Protestant, and became pastor to a Huguenot 
congr^ation in Paris, where he sojourned, uid begat two sons. 
While he was amusing himself in this manner, the King and 
Pere La Chuse were amusing themselves with exterminating 
the Protestants; and about the time of the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantz, Maturin was shut up in the Bastille, where he 
was left for tweDty-«x years ; I suppose to give him time to 
reflect on the controverted points, and make up his mind at 
Idsure. With all these advantages he continued quit« intract- 
able : so that the Catholics, finding the case desperate, gave 
him his liberty. There was no danger, however, of his abue< 
ing this indulgence ; for, owing to the keeper forgetting acci- 
dentally to bring him fuel during the winters of his confinemeot, 
and a few other agrement of his situation, the poor man had 
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lost the use of bis limbs, and was a cripple for life. He ac- 
companied eome of his former flock, who bad been grierousl^ 
scattered, to Ireland, and thereunezpectedly found Madame M. 
and his two sods, who had made thur escape there via Holland. 
Here he lived and died ; hb surviving son obtiuned the Dean* 
ery of Killala, and bis grandson that of St. Patrick's ; the 
Dean of St. Patrick's was my grandfather. An old French 
lady, who lived in Bishop-street a few years since, was in pos- 
session of some of bis infant fineiy ; and I have heard that the 
lace, though sorely tamisbed, was remarkably fine. I," adds 
the Dovelist, "possessed formerly an immense mass of the emi* 
grant's manuscripts: they were prindpally in Latin, a few 
in French. He certunly was aman of very various erudition. 
The Dean of St. Patrick's was an able mathematician." 

Maturin died in November, 1 746, having held the Deanery 
fur little more than twelve months. 

On the north-weBtem side of Graftoo-street was the resi- 
dence of Kichard CoUey, of Castle Carberry, created Baroo of 
MomingtoQ in 1746, the first of his family who assumed the 
name of Wellesley. He died at hie house here in January, 
1768, and was succeeded by his more talented son Garret, first 
Earl of MomingtOD, whose sou, BJchard, aflerwards &mouB as 
Marquis Wellesley, was bom in Grafton-etreet in 1760. 

The Provost's bouse, built on a portion of the College 
gardeoB, was occupied from 1774 to 1794 by the Hutchinson 
family. The following peers also resided in Graflon-street : — 
LoidKinsale(1778); Viscount Grandison (1783); the Earl 
ofDunsany (1786); Lord Newhaven of Carridunayne (1791) i 
and Lord Massy of Duntryleague. 

John Hawkey, admitted a Scholar of the UniTer«ty of 
Dublin in 1 723, and one of the most profound classical critics 
produced by L^land, opened a school in 1 746 in Graflon-street, 
near the College. His first publication, a translation of Xeno* 
phon's Anabasis, was followed by editious of the following clas- 
ucs: — Virgilius, 1745, dedicated "Viris admodum eruditis, 
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egregiieque literarum fautoribtie, Pnepoaito Sociisque seoiori- 
bua Academite SS. et individuiB Trinitatis, juxta Dublin, ob 
inmgnem erga se munificentiam ;" Horatius, 1745, dedicated to 
Primate Hoadly; Tereatius, 1745, dedicated to tbe Earl of 
Chesterfield; Juvenal et Peruus, 1746, dedicated to Morde- 
ciu Gary, Bishop of Killala; and SalluBtiua, 1747. Harwood 
and Dibdin, the most competent daesical biblic^raphera, have 
highly extolled the beauty and accuracy of theae editiona, wlucb 
were issued " E Typographic Aoademise," conttuning the au- 
thors' text, together with the " lectiones variantes notabiliorea." 
Hawkey also projected the publication of the writings of Cicero 
in twenty voliunea, uniform nitb his previous editions ; this 
work was not, however, executed. In 1747 appeared his edi- 
tion of" Paradise Lost, compared with the anthentick editions, 
and revised by John Hawkey, editor of the Latin classics ;" 
which was followed, in 1752, by the " Paradise Regfuned" 
and smaller poems (^ Milton. Both these editions, according 
to the learned English critic, the Rev. Henry J. Todd, are 
"highly to be valued for their accuracy." Hawkey died in 
Grafton-street in 1759; his eon, the Rev. John FuUmn Hawkey, 
was appointed master of the Free School of Dundalk, and pub- 
lished in 1 788 a translation of the " GraJUc and Civil Wars of 
Caeatu"," dedicated to the Bishop of Derry. 

Samuel Whyte, natural son of Captfun Solomon Whyte, 
Deputy-Governor of the Tower of London, first saw the light 
about the year 1 733, under circumstances chrouicled as follows 
by himself: — 

" Bom premature, aueh the All-wise decree. 
Loud shriek'd the etonn, and mountaiiu ran the sea ; 
Ahl what, sweet voyager ! in that dreadfUl boor, 
Avail'd thy blooming youth, thy beauty's pow'r? 
She died, — ^her breast with double anguish torn. 
And, her sole care, I first drew breath forlorn. 
Her nurse, when female ud was most reqoir'd, 
FaiQiM to death, kise'd, bless'd her, and expir'd. 
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The stoat ship bruv'd tbe elemental strife, 
And the good crew prcBerv'd my littlu life ; 
Lerpool receiv'd and foeter'd me a while, 
Call'd, thrice repuU'd, thence to Hibernia's isle." 

Solomon White's ueter married Dr. Philip Chamberlaine, 
Prebend of Rathmicboel, Archdeacon of Glendaloch, and 
Bector of St. Nicholas 'Without ; their daagbter, Fraocea 
Chamberlaine, aa already noticed, became the wife of Thomaa 
Sheridan in 1747) and acquired high reputation aa authoress 
of '* Sidney Biddulpb," and " Nouijahad." Samuel Whyte 
rec^ved hia education from Samuel Edwaxds, the moat emi- 
nent Dublin schoolmaster of his day, at whose academy in 
Golden-lane be was placed as a boarder. At Dublin, where 
his father had fixed his residence, Samuel Whyte found at- 
tached friends in his relatives, the Sheridans, with whom he 
lived on terms of close intimacy. 

Solomon Whyte'a estates in Longford passed, atUr his 
death in 1757, to Richard Chamberlaine, his nephew. Samuel 
Whyte being thus led but ill provided for, was induced by 
Thomas Sheridan to enterttun the idea of establishing a school 
chiefly for the inatniclion of youth in the English language, 
the cultivation of which had been strenuously advocated by 
Sheridan in his lectures on oratory. The influence of the 
Sheridans and their relatives having been actively exerted in 
&vour of Whyte, he was enabled to open his " English gram- 
mar school" at No. 70, Gndlton-street, in 1766, with conside- 
rable eclat ; and among hia first pupils were Biobard Biinsley 
and Alicia, the children of his relaUve, Frances Sheridan, 
" the friend and parent of hia youth." Whyte's house is at 
present numbered 79, Graflon-street ; his school-rooois were 
in Johnston'a-court. Thomas Moore's father resided in this 
court before his removal to Aungier-street ; and the locaiity 
figured conspicuously in the scandalous chronicles of Dublin 
during the first thirty years of the reign of George III. 
Whyte's elementary treatise on the English language, printed 



itizecy Google 



QRAFTOM-STRKET. 201 

in 1T61, though not published till 1800, ezhibita his qualifica- 
tions for the profeaaion which he embraced ; and hia talenta 
were ao full; recognised that he waa solidted in 1759 to ac- 
cept the Profeaaorship of the Eoglish Language in the Hiber- 
nian Academy, founded in that year on the plan laid down by 
Sheridan. ConooTiag, however, that the latter had not been 
honourably treated by the managers of the institution, he de- 
cUned the proffered chair, and applied himself aseiduously to 
the busineaa of his own establishment, which advanced eo r^ 
[ttdly in reputation that before it had been many years founded 
he waa enabled to reckon among his pupils the sons and daugh- 
ters of the principal fiunilies in Ireland. When the pressure 
of accumulated di£SculUes obUged Thomas Sheridan, the Ma- 
nager of Smock-alley Theatre, to retire to France, Why to en- 
deavoured to repay the obligations which he owed to his chief 
friend and benefitctor. He not only rendered him pecuniary 
osmatance while abroad, but also, although himself a principal 
creditor, procured for Sheridan, by great exertions, the benefit 
of a statute pending tn 1766 for the relief of debtors. Having 
fuledto obtiun theassentof any of the other creditors, Whyte 
presented his petition, signed only by himself, to the House of 
Commons, by whom it was referred to a Parliamentary Cmn- 
mittee, which Whyte was ordered to attend : — 

" y iaoount Donerule and Viacount Northland, his earliest 
and most steady patrons, then in the Commons, received him 
at the door, and, taking him by the hand, announced him to 
the Committee, saying, * Here comes the worthy petitioner for 
- Mr. Sheridan.' This was an encouraging reception, and the 
prelude to a more signal instance of favour in the sequel. 
Standing at the foot of the table, the book, as is the usage, 
was handed to him ; but the test of an affidavit was dispensed 
with. Mr. Tottenham immediately rose, and, addressing the 
Chair, expatiated at some length on the porport of (he petition 
before them, and the extraordinary circumstance of its intro- 
duction to the House. A creditor petitioning the Legislature 
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in behalf of hia debtor, he obeerred, was very much out of the 
usual course, and the single instance of the kind, he believed, 
that ever eolit^ted the attentioa of Parliament. Among other 
enoomiums, of which he vas by no means sparing, he said it 
was a spirited and laudable ezerUon of friendship, evidently 
proceeding &om a disinterested principle, and, in his opinion, 
merited particular eonsideraUou and respect, adding, < I, there* 
fore, move you, that petitioner shall not be put to his oath, but 
the facts set forth in his petition admitted simply on his word.' 
His motion was seconded by an instantaneous aye, aye ! without 
a dissenting voice A few questions were then put, purely, as 
it were, for form's sake, and petitioner was diemiseed with re- 
peated testimonies of applause, and congratulations of success. 
The creditors, most likely, ^ther did not wish or imagine 
be would carry his point; for when they found the bumness 
effected, they appeared in a combination to abuse him ; and 
not only reproached him for meddling, as they called it, but 
affected to look upon him as responsible to them for the whole 
of their respective demands ; because, as they alleged, be had 
without their concurrence had recourse to Parliament to tiidr 
prej udice, and deprived them of the means of prosecuting th^ 
just claims. Some of them actually consulted counsel, and 
took steps for the purpose of compelling him to pay them out 
of his own pocket. The idea may be now laughed at ; but the 
thing was very seriously menaced : and in his utuation, un- 
hackneyed as he was in the ways of men ; of a profession, too, 
of all others the most exposed to anxiety and trouble, with, at 
best, very inadequate compensation, it must have been an ac- 
cumulated grievance, and their vindictive malice not a littie 
alarming." 

Whyte's son gave the following details of the subsequent 
relations of his father with Thomas Sheridan, whose di£Scul- 
ties were perpetually augmented by his own unswerving prin- 
ciples of rectitude : — 

"The point being unexpectedly obtained, Mr. Sheridan 
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qiutted France, where he had been cteeerted hj all hia wealth; 
and protesting friende, whom bis warm prosperity had graced; 
and was once more happily restored to his native land. He 
arrired in Dublin the latter end of October, 1766; and on 
Monday, February 2, following, appeared at Crow-etreet in 
Hamlet, and contioned performing there for fourteen nights 
with his usual eclat, ending with ' Maekwell' in the ' Double- 
dealer,' for hie own benefit. That day, after dinner, he con- 
sulted my &ther on the subject of calling a meeting of his credi- 
tors, a point he had had some time in contemplation. My father 
warmly opposed it ; conceiving it likely to involve him in fresh 
embarrassments, by exciting ezpectatione which could not be 
gratified, and by implicated promises again endanger his pei> 
BOnal safety, notwithstanding the measures recently adopted ; 
upon the whole, as savouring more of ostentation, to which 
my &ther was in all cases particularly averse, than any good 
it could possibly produce. Perhaps his uncere wishes for the 
real honour of Mr. Sheridan, coinadmg with a disporitioa na- 
turally zealous, made him over earnest in his remonstrances; 
some friends present not seeing, or, in compliment to Mr. 
Sheridan, not choosing to see the fl£^r in the light my father 
took it. overruled the arguments he offered, and confirmed Mr. 
Sheridan in his purpose ; however, he acknowledged the pro- 
priety of being guarded ; and on Tuesday, March 24, 1767, 
the following advertisement appeared in Faulkner's Journal : 
' Mr. Sheridan desires to meet his creditors at the Music Hall in 
Fishamble-street, on Thursday, the 2nd of April, atoneo'clock, 
io order to ooncert with them the most speedy and efi^tual me- 
thod for disposing of his effects, and making a dividend.' My 
fatherattended, BsMr. Sheridan made it a point, but purposely 
delayed till the business of the congress was nearly settled, that 
he might not be called on for his opinion. Soon a£ter his en- 
trance, Mr. Sheridan, who was on the look-out, accosted him : 
— ' Sam, I am glad to see you are come ;' my father bowed — 
' I perceive you are not saUsfied vrith the measure.' * Indeed, 
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rir, I am not.' Mr. Slieridan paused, and, perhaps, on reflec- 
tion, wlien too late, was oonnnced he had taken a precipitate 
Btep. A coolness succeeded between Uie two friends; this 
was fomented by the offidousness of others, which occasioned 
a disunion of some continuance ; but not the smallest appear- 
ance of animonty or reaimination occurred on either mde ; 
their spirit was above it ; on the contnuy, maaj acts of kind- 
ness and mutual good offices took place in the interval, which 
showed a wish for the restoration of amity on both ndes, if 
any one about them had been honest enough to promote it 
My fatlier, still bearing in miud the obligations he owed to Mrs. 
Sheridan, who was the friend and parent of his youth, continued 
without abatement his attachment to her children ; they, on 
a proper occasion, interposed; the parties were brought to- 
gether, and th^r difference no more was remembered. The 
last office of kindness he bad it in his power to render him 
was at bis lodgings in Frith-street, Soho. He supported him 
from bis apartment down-etiura, and helped him into the car- 
riage that took him to Margate, where [August 14, 1788], 
the ninth day after, death obliterated everything — but his 
virtues." 

His illustrious pu[nl, Moore, has left the following notices 
of Whyte, whom he addressed in one of bis earliest poetical 
attempts as the " heaven-bom votary of the laurel'd Nine :" — 

" As soon as I was old enough to eneounter the crowd of 
a large school, it was determined that I should go to the best 
then in Dublin, — theGrammar-schooloftbe well-known Samuel 
Whyte, whom a reputation of more than thirty yeirs' standing 
had placed at that time at the head of his profession. The ta- 
lent for recitation and acting which I had so veiy early mani- 
fested was the talent, of all others, which my new schoolmaster 
was most inclined to encoorage ; and it was not long before I 
attuned the honour of being singled out by him on days of 
public examination, as one of his most successful and popular 
exhibiters, to the no small jealousy, as may be supposed, of all 
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other mammas, and the great glory of my own. As I looked 
particularly infantioe for my age, the wonder wns, of course, 
still more wonderful. 

<* To the drama, and all connected with it, Mr. Whyte 
had been through hia whole life warmly devoted, having lived 
in habits of intimacy with the family of Brinaley Sheridan, as 
well as with most of the other ornaments of the Irish stage in 
the middle of the last century. Among hia private pupils, toOi 
he had to number some of the most distinguished of onr people 
of fashion, both male and female; and of one of the three beau- 
tiilil Misses Montgomery, who had been under hia tuition, a 
portnut hung in his dravring-room. In the direction of those 
private theatricals, which were at that time so fashionable 
among the higher circles in Ireland, he had always a leading 
share. Besides teaching and training the young actors, he 
took frequently a part in the dramatis persons himself; and 
either the prologue or epilogue was generally fiimished by 
hia pen. Among the most memorable of the theatricals whidi 
he asusted in, may be mentioned the performance of the 
' Bexar's Opera' at Carton, the seat of the Duke of Leinster, 
on which occasion the Bev. Dean Marlay, who was afWwards 
Bishop of Waterford, besides performing the part of Lockit 
in the opera, recited a prologue, of which he was himself the 
author. The * Peachum' of the night was Lord Cbarlemont ; 
the *Lucy,' Lady Louisa ConoUy; and C^tain Morris (I 
know not whether the admirable song-writer) was the ' Mac- 
heath.' At the representation of ' Henry IV.' by most of 
the same party, at CasUetown, a prologue written by my 
schoolmaster had the high honour of being delivered by that 
distinguished Iriehman, Hnssey Burgh ; and on another occa- 
sion, when the ' Masque of Comus' was played at Marly, hbmuse 
was associated with one glorious in other walks than those of 
rhyme, the prologue of the piece being announced as * written 
by Mr. Whyte, and the epilogue by the Right Hon. Henry 
Grattan.' In addition to hie private pupils in the dilettante line 
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of theatricals, Mr. Whyte was occauonally employed in giving 
lessons on elocution to persons who meant to make the st^e 
their profesaion. One of these, a very pretty and interesting 
girl, Miss Campion, became afterwards a popular actress both 
in Dublin andj^London." 

Whyte's taste for the drama and for poetry was early deve- 
loped. In 1761 he bad prepared two tragedies, the first of 
which vrae founded on the story of Ahnidatas and Panthea, 
in Xenophoo's Cyropndia; the plot of the second was iden- 
tical with that of Walpole's " Mysterious Mother." A cha- 
racter in one of these plays had been written expressly for 
Thomas Sheridan, who undertook to perform it, and to have 
the whole advantageously cast for representation, but Wliyte 
committed both trt^edies to the flames, together with some 
treatises which he had composed on English grammar. He 
could not, however, to readily diveet himself of his attachment 
to poetry ; and at night, after the labours of his school had 
been concluded, he epent many solitary hours in compo^g 
verses. The first fruits ofthese labours appeared in 1772, in 
a Urge quarto volume of more than 500 pages, entitled, "The 
Shamrock ; or Hibernian Cresses : a collection of Poems, 
Songs, Epigrams, &c, Latin as well as English, the original 
production of Ireland ; to which are subjoined Thoughts on 
the prevailing system of School Education, respecting young 
Ladies as well as Gentlemen, with practical proposals for a 
reformation, by Samuel Whyte, Principal of the English 
Grammar School ;" Dublin : printed by K. Marchbank, in 
Cole's-alley, Castle-street." 1'his work was published for a 
large number of subscribers, and the editor stated that two- 
thirdsofthe verse, and the en tireof the prose andnotes, had been 
contributed by himself. At the annual examinations, Whyte 
usually had a pUy performed by his pupils, and the spedmens 
of youthful proficiency e-ihibited on those occasions were mar- 
vellous ; — thus, in the prologue to the tragedy of " Cato," in 
1771, the speaker, addressing the audience, siud; — 
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" We plead our years too— I am, mn, only seven ; 
Our Uarcia's nine, her fether scarce eleven ; 
But, with great Cato'e Mntiments impreee'd, 
Honour and filial reverence fill each breast." 

Whyte's pupils fint performed this play on Christmas 
Eve, 1771, at the little theatre in Capel-^treet, for the enter- 
lunment of their private friends. '* The Marquis of Kildare 
one morning on the stage started the thought, that if these 
boys repeated their play for the public at large, and money 
were taken at the doors (which was not done at first), the 
profits might be applied to some of the charitable institutions 
of Dublin. Stuart, an actor, and a great oddity, clapped the 
Marquis on the shoulder, with " A good move, my Lord." 
" Why, I think it is, Mr. Stuart," replied Lord Kildare, with 
the sense and good humour of his natural character. The plan 
was adopted, andsucceeded to thedelightofevery feeling mind." 

The dramatis peraonte were as follows : — 

"THBATRB ROTAL, CKOW-STBIEBT. 

'* For the relief of the confined debtors in the diflTerent 
Marshalsea, on Thursday, the 2nd of January, 1772, will be 
performed by the young gentlemen of the English Grammar 
School, Graflon-street, the tragedy of Cato. Cato, Master 
Whyte. Lucius, Master George Carleton. Sempronius, 
Mast«r John Bird. Juba, Master Anthony Gore. Syphaz, 
Master Mamell. Marcus, Master William Holmes. For- 
tius, Master Lynam. Decius, Master William Irvine. Lucia, 
Master Gibson. Marcia, Master Nugent. With an occa- 
sional prologue, by Master Kicbard Holmes. Dancing, be- 
tween the acts, by Master M'Neil ; and singing by Master 
Bird. AfW the play, by particular desire, Dryden's Alex- 
ander's Feast, to be spoken by Master Whyte. Boxes, 
lU. ^d. Pit, 5». 6d. Gallery, 3*. 3d. Second Gallery, 
2f. 2d. Stewards to the Charity : Marquis of Kildare, Earl 
of Bellamont, and Lord Dunluce." 

The three beautiful Misses Montgomery, styled "The 
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Three Graces," superintended the decorations ; the bond was 
entirely composed of gentlemen, and Captun French and 
Captun Tisdal stood aa sentries on the stage. The receipts of 
the night, amounting to £262 5». Sd., were applied to pro- 
curing the liberation of eighty poor debtors from the Marshal- 
sea. The annual dramatic performances at Whyte'e Academy, 
and the subsequently distinguished career of many of the 
juvenile actors who engaged in them, were alluded to as fol- 
lows in Master Benjamin Kun's address to his school-fellows, 
at a public July examination, 1790, the speaker having just 
completed his tenth year : — 

" How many here, these thirty yoars, have been 
The little actors in this busy scene ! 
Here, as the friend, the hero, or the sage, 
Given the fair prospect of their ftitnre age ! 
How many here performed the mimic play. 
Like Tommy Moore, the Boeciua of the day ! 
Or, from this height, barangned tiic admiring train. 
While echoing plaudits shook that crowded plain ! 
Less pleanng cares their present thoogbts engage ; 
Less pure ambition roles their riper age. 
Some raia'd aloft, who in the State preside. 
To their own gain the nation's councils guide. 
Some, on whose lips a crowd of clients dwell. 
Swallow the fish, and give to each a shell 
On India some, or AMc's groaning shores. 
From human softerings heap their gnUty stores ; 
While some at home obnoxious places hold, 
And part with honest fame for ribbons, chains, and gold ! 
But happier some a better task pursue, 
Witii Gospel showers the barren land bedew. 
Among the sick their healing cares dispense. 
Teach the young mind to ripen into sense. 
Extract its riches from the generous soil. 
Or crowd their native ports with foreign spoil ; 
On fbrmlees matter life and shape bestow. 
With new deUgbts the paths of science strew. 
Or, active, urge the manufacturing band. 
While hundrt^B hang on their supporting hand." 
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Wbyte's gratification in thus publicly exhibiting tbe re< 
salts of his scholastic labours was alloyed by the knowledge 
that the ill-sucoess in life of some of bis pupils had been 
ascribed to the taste for tiieatricals with which they had been 
early imbued at his academy. With a view of discounteaano- 
ing such oepersions, be wrote and published in 1790 a poem, 
entitled " The Theatre, a didactic Essay; in the course of 
which are pointed out the rocks and shoals to which deluded 
adventurers are inevitably exposed." In 1792, Whyte's col- 
lected poems were publiehcd by subscription, under the edi- 
torship of his son, Edward Athenry Whyte, who became a 
partner with his father in the management of the academy. 
This volume, which passed through four editions, was the 
premium generally presented by the author to the most dis- 
tinguished of his pupils at the annual examinations ; the prizes 
given to the less successful candidates consbted of neatly- 
framed portraits of their master, engraved by Brocas from a 
painting by Hamilton. Whyte lelt severely the consequences 
entuled on Dublin by the removal of the re^dent nobility and 
gentry subeequent to the Union, which event he survived eleven 
years, and died in tiraflon-street on the 4th of October, 181 1. 
In addition to hb poems, Whyte published the following 
works : — " Miscellanea Nova ; contuning, amidst a variety of 
other matters, curious and interesting, Remarks on Boswell's 
Johnson ; with considerable additions, and some new anec- 
dotes of that extraordinary character ; a Critique on Burger's 
Leonora ; in which she is cleariy proved of English extraction ; 
and an Introductory Essay on tbe art of Beading and Speak- 
ing in Public," 1800. "Tbe Beauties of History," 2 vole. 
l2mo, addressed to the Hon. Mrs. Beresford. " The Juve- 
nile Encyclopiedia." " Matho ; or, the Cosmotheoria Fue- 
rilis," edited by S. Whyte, and addressed to Mrs. Tisdal. 
" Holberg's Universal History," edited by S. Whyte. " A 
Short System of Rhetoric." " Hints to the Age of Reason." 
" Practical Elocution," &c., &c. 

VOL. III. P 
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Samuel Wli^te's SOD, Edward A.Whvte, continaed to con- 
duct the biiuiiesfl of tbe academj' in Graftoo-street uat^l the 
year 1824, when he Boallyclosed the establishment, and retired 
to London, wbere he ended his days. 

Wolfe Tone det^ ae follows the origin of hie alliance with 
his wile Matilda, who subsequently exhibited a noble example 
of female fortitude and self-devotioo : — 

" About the beginning of the year 1785 I became ac- 
quainted with my wife. She was the daughter of William 
Witheriugton, and lived, at that time, in Grafton-etreet, in the 
house of her grandfather, a rich old clergyman, of the name of 
Fanning. I was then a scholar of the House in Uie Unireruty, 
and every day, after commons, I used to walk under her win- 
dows with one or the other of my fellow-students ; I soon grew 
passionately fond of her, and she also was struck with me, 
though cert^nly my appearance, neither then or now [1796], 
was much id my fiivonr ; so it was, however, that, before we had 
ever spoken to each other, a mutual affection had commenced 
between us. She was, at this time, not sixteen years of age, and 
aa beautiful as an angel. She hod a brother some years older 
than herself; and as it was necessary, for my admission to 
the fiunily, that I should be first acquainted with him, I soon 
contrived to be introduced to him, and aa he played well on 
the violin, and as I was myself a muncal man, we grew inti- 
mate, the more so, as it may well be supposed I neglected 
no fair means to recommend myself to him and the rest of the 
tiunily, with whom I soon grew a favourite. My affiurs now 
advanced prosperously ; my wife and I grew more passionately 
fond of each other ; and, in a short time, I proposed to her to 
marry me without asking consent of any one, knowing well it 
would be vain to expect it ; she accepted the proposal as frankly 
as I made it ; and one beautiful morning in the month of July 
we ran off together and were married. .1 carried her out of 
town to Mayoooth for a few days, and when the first ielat of 
passion had subuded, we were forf^ven on all sides, and settled 
in lodgings near my wife's grandfitther." 
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The informer, Thomaa Beynolds, became the liiiebaRd of 
the ^ter of Tone's wife; to the latter Lucien Bonaparte al- 
luded aa follows in hia address to the Council of Five Hundred 
at Paris in 1799:— 

" It is predsely one year since, on the same day, and in the 
same month, a court martial was assembled in Dublin, to try 
a general officer in the service of our Republic. — You have 
heard thelast wordsofthiailluetriousmartyrofliherty. What 
could I add to them ? You see him, under your own uniform, 
in the midst of this assassinating tribunal, in the midst of this 
«we-fitruck and affected assembly. You hear him exclum ; 
* Aft«r such sacrifices in the cause of liberty, it ia no great effort 
at this day to add the 8acri6ce of my life. I have courted 
poverty ; I have left a beloved wife, unprotected, and children, 
whom I adored, fatherless.' Pardon him, if he forgot, in these 
last moments, that you were to be the &thera and protectora of 
his Matilda and of his children. — A few words more — on the 
widow of Theobald; on his children. Calamity would have 
overwhelmed a weaker soul. The death of her husband was not 
theonly one she had to deplore. His brother p^fatthew Tone] 
was condemned to the same &te ; and, with less good fortune 
or less firmness, perished on the scaffold. If the services of 
Tone were not sufficient, of themselves, to rouse your feelings, 
I might mentioti the independent spirit and firmness of that 
noble woman, who, on the tomb of her husband and of her 
brother, mingles, with her sighs, aspirations for the deliverance 
of Ireland. Iwould attempt to give you an idea of that Iriah 
spirit which ia blended inhercountenance, with the expresaion 
of her grief. Such were those women of Sparta, who, on the 
return of their countrymen fixim battle, when, with anxious 
looks, they ran over the ranks and miased amongst them their 
sons, their husbands, and their brothers, exclaimed, * He died 
for hia country ; he died for the Republic' " 

Patrick Byrne, an eminent bookseller, removed in 1TS4 
from College-green toNo.!08,Grafton-fltreet, next to the Irish 
p 2 
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Academy House, where he published the principal pamphlets 
of the time in favour of Parliameatary Keform and CathoUo 
Emancipation. Among the works issued by Byrne waa Wolfe 
Tone's second essay in pamphleteering, published in 1 790| under 
the title of *' An Inquiry how far Ireland is bound, of right, 
to embark in the impending contest on the ^de of Great Bri- 
tain: addressed to the Members of both Houses of Parliament." 
Belarive to this production, its author has lefl the following 
anecdote : — 

" On the appearance of a rupture with Spain, I wrote a 
pamphlet to prove that Ireland woe not bound by the declara- 
tion of war, hut might, and ought, as an independent nation, 
to stipulate for a neutrality. In examining this question, I 
advanced the question of separation wiUi scarcely any reserve, 
much less disguise ; but the public mind was by no means so 
iar advanced as I was, and my pamphlet made not the smallest 
impression. The day after itappeared,a8l8tood;>«r(/uff in the 
bookseller's shop, listening after my own reputation. Sir Henry 
Cavendish, a notorious slaveof the House of Commons, entered, 
and throwing my unfortunate pamphlet on the counter in a rage, 
exclaimed, ' Mr. Byrne, if the author of that work is serious, 
he ought to be hanged.' Sir Henry was succeeded by a Bishop, 
an English Doctor of Divinity, with five or six thousand a 
year, laboriotuli/ earned in the Church. His Lordship's anger 
was not much less than that of the other personage. ' Sir,' 
smd he, ' if the prindples contained in that abominable work 
were to spread, do you know that you would have to pay for 
your coals at the rate of five pounds a ton ?" Notwithstanding 
these criticisms, which I bare faithfully quoted against myself, 
I continue to think my pamphlet a good one; but spparentiy 
the publisher, Mr. Byrne, was of adifferent opinion, for I have 
every reason to believe that he suppressed the whole impres- 
sion, for which hie own Gods damn him." 

Hamilton Rowan, when prosecuted by Uie (rovemmentin 
1794, selected Byrne to publish the authorized report of his 
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trial, which, with Rowan's usual philanthropy, was sold for the 
benefit of the dietreseed nuuiufactarere. 

" There ie not a day," said Curran, " that you hear the 
cries of your atarring numufacturers in your streets, that yon 
do not also see the advocate of thdr sufferings — that you do 
not see hia honest and manly Ggiue, with uncovered head, so- 
liciting for their relief; searching the frozen heart of charity 
for every string that can be touched by compassion, and urging 
the force of every argument and every motive, save that which 
his modesty suppresses — the authority of his own generous 
example. Or if you see him not there, you may trace his steps to 
the abode of disease, and famine, and despur, the messenger of 
Heaven, bearing with him food, and medicine, and consolation." 

The following dialogue took place between Byrne and the 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench, relative to the publication 
of the trial after the imprisonment of Bowan : — 

" Lord Clonmel. — Your servant, Mr. Byrne ; I perceive 
you have advertised Mr. Rowan's trial. 

" Byrne. — The advertisement, my Lord, is Mr. Rowan's, 
he has selected me as hie publisher, which I think an honour, 
and I hope it will be profitable. 

" Lord Clonmd. — Take care, sir, what you do ; I give you 
this caution ; for if there are any reflections on the Judges of 
the land, by the eternal G — I will lay you by the heels 1 

'* Byrne — I have many thanks to return your Lordship for 
your caution ; 1 have many opportunities of going to Newgate, 
but I have never been ambitious of that honour, and I hope in 
this case to stand in the same way. Your Lordship knows I 
have but one prindple in trade, which is to make money of it, 
and that if there were two publications giving different fea- 
tures to the trial, I would publish both. There is a trial pub- 
lished by M'Kenzie. 

" Lord Clonmel. — I did not know that ; but say what you 
may on the subject, if you print or publish what may inflame 
the mob, it behoves the Judges of the land to notice it ; and I 



itizecy Google 



214 HISTORT OF TUB CITY OF DUBLIN. 

tell yoa by the etenw) 6 — , if you publiah or mUeUte my «x- 
presnons, I will lay yoo by the heela ! On« of Mr. Bowan's 
advocates set out vith an inflammatory Bpeeoh, misstating 
what I said, aod stating what 1 did not say. I immediately 
denied it, and appealed to the Court and gentlemen in it, and 
they all contradicted him, as well as myself. These speeches 
were made for the mob, to mislead and Inflame them, which I 
feel it my duty to curb. If the publication ia intended to abuse 
me, I don't value it; I have been so long in the habit of rec^v- 
ing abuse, that it will avul little j but I caution you how you 
publish it ; for if I find anything reflecting on or misstating 
me, I will take care of you. 

" Byrne. — I should hope Mr. Rowan has too much honour 
to have anything misstated or inserted in his trial that would 
inTolve his publisher. 

"Lord Chwnel. — Whatl is Mr. Rowan preparing his own 
trial? 

" Byrne. — He is, my Lord. 

"Lord Clonmel. — Oho, oho! that is a difierent thbg. 
That gentleman would not have been better used by me, 
standing in the situation he did, if he was one of the Princes of 
the blood. 

*' Byrne. — My Lord, Mr. Bowan being his own printo", 
you know be will publish his own trial ; I stand only as bis 
publisher. 

" Lord Clonmel. — Kvea as bia publisher, I will take care 
of you ; and I have no objection to this b^ng known. 

" Byrne. — I return your Lordship many thanks." 

Byrne's shop in Grafton-street was the usual literary ren- 
dezvous of the United Iriahmeu, and the publisher, himself 
a member of that assodatioD, was the first Roman Catholic 
admitted into the guild of Booksellers, afler the relaxation of 
the Penal Laws in 1 793. One of the moat constant visitors to 
hisestabIi8hmentfiY)m the year 1 796 was Captmn John Wame- 
ford Armstrong, of the King's County Militia, whose regiment 
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wae stationed in 179B at the camp of LouglilinBtown. Arm- 
strong, then about twenty-nine years of age, openly avowed 
anti-monarehical piindplea, and was in the habit of purchauog 
fix>m Byrne publications of republican and deistical tenden- 
cies. Haviog led the bookseller to believe that bis political 
sentiments coindded witli those of the United Irishmen, he 
procured &om him in 1798 -an introduction to the brothers 
Shearesi who were then engaged in maturing thdr revolu- 
tionary organization. 

" Armstrong, on leaving Byrne's on the 10th of May, im- 
mediately proceeded to his brother officer, Capttun Clibbom> 
and informed him of what passed. The latter advised him to 
* give the Shearea a meeting.' He then returned to Byrne's 
latethesameday,andremained there tillHenryarrived. Byrne 
led him to the inner part of the ehop, toward a private room, 
and introduced him to Sheares in these terms : ' All I can 
say to you, Mr. Sheares, is that Captain Armstrong is a true 
brother, and you may depend on him.' They remained at the 
entruKO of the private room; but Henry Sheares declined any 
conversation, ' except in the presence of his brother.' Arm- 
strong said ' he had no objection to wait until his brother came.' 
Henry, however, declined to wait ; and shortly after, John 
Sheares arrived, and was introduced to him by Byrne. John 
Sheares told Capttun Armstrong, ' he knew his prindples very 
well.' He then solicited him 'tojointhecausebyaotionjashe 
knew he had done by inclination ;' and Armstrong replied, ' be 
was ready to do everything in his power for it, and if he could 
show him how he could do anything, he would serve him to the 
utmost of his power.' Sheares then informed him, he states, 
that the rising was very near; * they could not wait for the 
French, but had determined on a home effort ;' and the prin- 
cipal way he could assist them was by gaining over the soldiers, 
and consulting about taking the camp at Lehaunstown. John 
Sheares then made an appointment with him for the ibllowing 
Sunday, at his house in Baggot-etreet ; and on that day he 
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went and found Henry only at home. He apologized for leav- 
ing bim on the former occaaon, ' having had to attend a com- 
mittee that day.' The Informer states, he then asked about 
the camp, where it was most vulnerable ? how to be moBt ad- 
vantageously attacked ? John came in, and epoke about the 
necessity of gwning over the soldiers, and then iuformed Ann- 
strong, that th^r intention was to seize the camp, the artillery 
at Chapelizod, and the cityofDublin, in one night: there was 
to be an hour and a half between the sei^g of the camp and 
Dublin, an hour between seizing Dublin, and Chapelizod ; so 
that thenewsof both might arrive at the same time. ThelStb, 
on Sunday night, at 1 1 o'clock, by appointmeot, Armstrong 
had another interview with the brothers at th^r house, ioi tite 
purpose of getting the name of some soldiers in his re^ment 
who were known to the United Irishmen." 

Having inanuated himself into the oonfideoce of the bro- 
thers, Armstrong carefully noted down their conversations, 
which were immediately reported to Government. " I never," 
said he, " had an interview with the Sheares, that I had not one 
with Colonel L'Estrange and Capt^ Clibborn, and my Lord 
Castlereagh." Not satisfied with the amount of information 
BO obtuaed, Armetrong obtuned admission to the domestao 
drcle of the Sheares, and, within a few hours after quitting 
tb^ table, lodged depositions, which led his hosts to the 
scaffold. Byrne, whose integrity to his party was nnim- 
peacbable, was arrested in his own house by his neighbour. 
Alderman Exshaw, conducted to the Castle, subjected to a 
strict examiuation, and committed to Newgate on the 21st of 
May, 1798. He was subsequently permitted to retire to 
America, whence he never returned to his native land. 

Among the other booksellers and publishers in Grafton- 
Btreet before the Union were, William Ross (1765); Samuel 
WatBOO, No. 71 (1785) ; John Parker (1786); George Draper 
(1790); John Milliken, No. 32 (1791); Bernard Domin, No. 
33 (1792); K. M. Butler (1793); WUliam Porter, No. 69 
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(1796) ; Alderman JohD Ezshaw, No. 98 (1782), publisher of 
•' Exeh&w's MagaoDe." On St. Patrick's Day, 1797, the first 
regiment of "Royal Dublin Volanteers," commanded by this 
bookseller, was presented by Miae Exshaw, at his honse, with 
elegant stands of coloors, ricUy embroidered by herself, and 
accompanied with an address. John Jones, of No. Ill, Grafton- 
street, opposite to the College, was the publisher of the " Senti- 
mental and Masonic Maganne," commenced in July, 1 792, and 
concluded in June, 1795. William Faulett Carey engraved 
several plates, and wrote a considerable quantity of verse for 
this magaane, the chief poetical contributors being John Bre- 
nsa, M. D., W. E. O'Brien, and Thomas Moore, who tells us 
that, but for the interference of his mother, his portnut was to 
have been published in this periodical by Carey. Moore's con- 
tributions to the '* Sentimental Magazine" included " Ana- 
creontique to a Bee ;" " Myrtilla, to the unfortunate Maria, a 
pastoral ballad;" " The Shepherd's Farewell, a pastoral bal- 
lad ;" and a poem styled " Friendship." Jones, the publisher 
of the Magozme, was succeeded in Grafton-street, in 1797, by 
a bookseller named Bice. 

James Beilly, a water-colour miniature painter of merit, 
readed at No. 17, Groflon-street, from 1774 to his deatii 
in 1788 ; and in the year 1776 Edward Hudson, a native 
of CasUemartyr, county of Cork, the most eminent dentist 
of his day in Ireland, removed from George's-lane to No. 
69, Grafton-street, nearly opposite to Anne-street, where he 
continued to reside for many years. Distinguished no less for 
wit and intellectual acquirements than for professional skill, 
Hudson became the associate of the leading characters of his 
time ; and on the formation of the " Monks of St. Patrick," 
the important office of Buraar to that fraternity was conferred 
upon him. John Philpot Curran, in bis early struggles, was 
much indebted to the friendship and liberality of Hudson, who, 
in predicting the future eminence of his despondent friend, 
tDculcated such sentiments as the following: — 

" Consider now and then, Jack, what you are destined for- 
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and never, even in your dutresses, draw cooBoUtion from ao 
mean a thought aa that your abUitiee may one day render your 
circumslanoeB easy or a£9uent ; but that you may one day have 
it in your power to do justice to the wronged — to wipe the 
tear from the widow or orphan, will afford the sati<&ctJon that 
id worthy of a man." " It would be injustjoe," says Curran's 
son, " to suppress another passage. Having a little before 
cbided his friend for negleoting to inibrm him of the state of 
bis finances, Mr. Hudson goes on : — 

" ' I think I shall be a man of no small &me to-morrow or 
next day, and though 'tis but the iiune of a dentist, yet if that 
of an honest man is added to it, I shall not be unhappy. Write 
speedily to me, and if you are in want, think I shall not be 
satisfied with my fortunes — believe me, I shall never think I 
make a better use of my poeeesuons than when sudi a fiiend 
as Jack can asost me in their usee.' " 

With £dward Hudson in Grafts-street rended his counn 
and namesake, Edward Hudson the younger, who gave early 
indications of superior talents. Thomas Moore, who became 
acquunted with him in 1 797, tells us *■ that he was a remark- 
ably fine and handsome young man, who oould not have been 
at that time more than two or three and twenty years of age ;" 
and adds that — 

'* Though educated merely for the purposes of his profes- 
sion, he was full of zeal and ardour for everything connected 
with the fine arts, drew with much taste himself, and was pa»- 
nonately devoted to Irish music. He had with great industry 
collected and transcribed all our most beautiful airs, and used 
to play them with much feeling on the flute. I," adds Moore, 
" attribute, indeed, a good deal of my own eariy acquaintance 
with our music, if not the warm interest which I have since 
taken in it, to the many hours I passed at this time of my life 
tt!te-a-t€te with Edward Hudson, — now trying over the sweet 
melodies of our country, now talking with indignant feelings of 
her sufferings and wrongs." 

Tlua young dentist became a most intimate friend of Moore, 
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ood was the only person intrusted with the secret of the latter 
having contributed political esaaye to the " Press" newspaper. 
Moore has himself enabled ub to judge bow &r the origin of 
his Irish Melodies ie attributable to Edward Hudson, erro- 
neously, howerer, Btating that the latter was the nephew of 
his elder namesake : — 

"Itwasin the year 1797)" writes the Poet, " that) through 
the medium of Mr. Bunting's book, I was first made acquainted 
with the beauties of our native mu^c. A young friend of our 
&mily, Edward Hudson, the nephew of an eminent dentist of 
that name, who played with much taste and feeling on the flute, 
and, unluckily for himself, was but too deeply wanned with 
the patriotic ardoor then kindling around him, was the first 
who made known to me this rich mine of our country's melo- 
dies— a mtne, from the working of which my humble labours as 
a poet have since then derived their sole lustre and value." 

Edward Hudson, the elder, repeatedly declined pressing 
solicitations to join the society of United Irishmen. His 
cousin, however, became deeply involved in their plans, and 
was iq>pointed one of their provintnat del^ates, in which capa- 
dty be was utting in council when arrested in March, 1796, 
as noticed in our aooonnt of Bridge-street. Of Hudson's 
imprisonment, Moore has left the following reminiscence : — 

" When, in consequence of the compact entered into be- 
tween Government and the chief leaders of the conspiracy, 
the State Prisoneie, before proceeding into exile, were allowed 
to see th.ea friends, I paid a visit to this gentleman [Edward 
Hudson] in the Jul of Kilnuunham, where he had then lun 
immured for four or five months, bearing of friend after friend 
being led out to death, and expecting every week his own turn 
to come. Ae punting vras one of his tastes, I found that, to 
amuse his solitude, he had made a large drawing with charcoal 
on the wall of bis prison, representing that fancied origin of 
the Irish harp, which, some years after, I adopted as the sub- 
ject of one of the Melodies : — 
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" ' 'Til believ'd tiiat tttu haip, which I wake now for thee, 
Was a Syren of old, who sung under the eea ; 
And who often, at eve, thro' the bright waterB rov'd, 
To meet, on the green ahore, a youth whom ahe lor*!!. 

But she Utv'd him in vain, for he left her to weep, 
And in teara, all the night, her gold treBses to steep ; 
TiU Heav'n looked with pity on true love bo warm. 
And chang'd to this soft Harp the sea-maiden's form. 

Still her boeom rose fair — atill her cheeks smil'd the same — 
While her sea beauties graceftilly form'd the light frame ; 
And her hair as, let loose, o'er her white aim it Ml, 
yfaa chang'd to bright chords, utt'ring melody's spell.' " 

The allegorical design here commemorated was not con- 
ceived in the cell at Kilmainham, the sketch made by the 
prisoDer being a reproduction of a rigaette drawn by the 
elder Hudson, and prefixed to an ode for St. Cedlia's day, 
written by him, and printed for private drculation. The 
younger Hudso|) formed one of the Irish State prisoners con- 
fined in Fort George, after his liberation from which he retired 
to America, where be married the daughter of Patrick Byrne, 
the exiled publisher, and died in Philadelphia about the year 
1821. The elder Hudson wrote several anonymous political 
and scientific treatises; dental surgery was by him first ele- 
vated to the rank of a profession in Ireland ; and through his 
instructions, bis nephew, Robert Blake, fiirther advanced the 
reputaUon of the country in this branch of euence by his highly 
valued " Essay on the Structure and Formation of the Teeth in 
Man and various Animals ; b^ng' principally a translation of 
his Inaugural Dissertation published at Edinburgh, Septem- 
ber, 1798:" 8vo, Dublin, 1801. Edward Hudson, the elder, 
died in 1821, at the age of seventy-iune years. His son, William 
Elliot Hudson, who died in 1853, laboured with much energy 
to advance the study and publication of the historic literature 
of Ireland, leaving, on his death, his collection of manuscripts 
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and printed booke to the Royal Irish Academy, together with 
a donation of £500 towards the preparation and publication 
of a Dictionary of the Irish language. 

From the period of the opeoiDg of Carlisle Bridge, the 
private residences in Grafton-street became gradually con- 
verted into shops. The "Black Lyon Inn" was located at 
the comer of Anne-street (1762), and the "City Tavern" 
(1787) also stood in Grafton-street. The " Incorporated So- 
ciety for the Promotion of Protestant Schools" held their 
committees in this street, previous to the erection of their 
house in Suffolk-street (1758); the tallow-chandlers, or 
" Guild of St. Creorge,' had their hall in Grafton-street 
(1783); and there were also several lottery offices here, of 
which the beet known was the " Lion's Office," No. 101, cor- 
ner of Suffiilk-streeL The notorious Catherine Netterville 
(1780) had a magnificent residence in Grafton-street, which 
was the scene of the suidde of Mr. Stone of Jamaica, her in- 
sane paramour. 

A striking illustration of the popular error relative to the 
value of the farthings of Queen Anne was furnished by the 
consequences of the discovery, in 1814, of one of these coins 
by George Home, an assistant in the shop of J. Miller, con- 
fectioner, No. 3, Grafton-street. Home's refusal toauirender 
the coin, rec^ved in his employer's shop, was made the ground 
of a criminal prosecntion, and he was sentenced by the Re- 
corder of Dublin to be confined for twelve months in Newgate, 
and subsequently imprisoned until he gave up the &rthing — 
the Court being ignorant that the scarcest of Queen Anne's 
farthings is not worth more than five pounds, the generally of 
them not exceeding a few shillings in value. The wealth 
accumulated by his subsequent industry enabled Home to 
erect the "Royal Arcade;" his success was, however, popu- 
larly ascribed to his having found a fertUng of Queen Anne. 

The Dublin Society — the early history of which has been 
given in our second volume — erected, in 1766, an extensive 
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hooae od the western side of Grafion-etreet, in which they 
assembled for the first time on the 3rd of December, 1767. 
Here they continued to pursue with energy the objects for 
which they had been ch&rtered, labouring also to promote 
native manuftetures by their supervision of the " Irish Wool- 
len Warehouse," in Castle-street, and the " Irish Silk Ware- 
honse" in ParliameDt-street, already noticed. Id 1772 the 
Society appointed aCommittee for the purpose of investigating 
the history and antiquities of Ireland, of the two initiatory 
meetings of which the following reports have been preserved 
in their unpublished records : — 

" Dublin Society, May 1 4, 1772. Resolved,— That a stand- 
ing Comnuttee be f^tpoioted to inquire into tiie antient state 
of arts and literature, and into the other antiquities of IreUnd; 
to examine the several tracts and manuscripts in the poeeesdon 
of the Soiaety which have not been published ; and also all 
other tnctt on those subjects of which the sud Committee can 
obtain the perusal. Resolved, — That the said Committee do 
eoDsist of the Prendent, Vice-Presidents, the Secretaries, the 
Treasurer, and the folloiring Members of this So<ue^ : — Lord 
Charlemont, Lord Moira, Sir Ludus O'Brien, Bart., Lord 
Bishop of Cloyne, Lord Bishop of Derry, Bight Hon. Speaker 
of the House of Commons, Robert French, Esq., Rev. Dr. Le- 
land, — Caldwell, Esq., Major Vallancey. Resolved,— That 
our wortiiy Member, Sir Lucius O'Brien, Bart^ be requested 
to preside as Churman in the stud Committee. 

•> Monday, 18th May, 1772. At a meeting of the Select 
Committee of Antiquarians, Sir Lucius O'Brien, Bart., in the 
ohur. Resolved, — That the Rev. Dr. Thomas Leiand and 
Charles Vallancey, Esq., be appointed Secretaries to the Com- 
mittee for the present year. Resolved, — That the Rev. Dr. 
Peter Chugneau be appointed Assistant Secretary and Li- 
brarian to this Comnuttee for the present year. Reeolved, 
— That the Members of this Committee will each subscribe 
the sum of three guineas annually towards the expense of 
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this undertaking, and that the same be pud into the hands 
of our AsBistant Secretary, Dr. Chaigneau. Besolved, — That 
this Committee will employ Maurice O'Gorman as littar amanu- 
enffls at the rate of five guiueas per quarter. Besolved, — That 
the appointment of this Committee be notified to the public 
by an advertisement in the * Dublin Journal ;' and that a 
request of the Committee be made in the said advertisement, 
that auoh persons as are desirous, and have it in their power, 
to aaaet the Committee in their researches, and contribute to 
this national undertaking, will communicate the titles of such 
aodent Irish manuscripts as may be in their hands, and an 
account of such other materials as they ore poseeseed of, and 
which they think may be useful in forwarding the deugne of 
the Committee; directed to Dr. Chaigneau, at the Dublin 
Socue^'e House in Grafton-street." 

The Society, ander its corporate seal, authorized the Che- 
valier Thomas O'Gorman to apply, in its name, to the College 
of the Lombards, at Paris, and to such other bodies as he might 
have an opportunity of visiting, for copies of any manuscripts, 
andent records, or other materials in their possesmon, illustrat- 
ing the history and antiquities of IreUnd. The College of the 
Lombards, of which Charles O'Neill was Principal, and Lau- 
rence Kelly, Prefect of the Irish Community, promptly re- 
sponded to the application of the Antiquarian Committee, and 
convened a public meeting at their College on the llth of 
March, 1773, presided over by Bichard Dillon, Archbishop 
and Primate of Narhonne, to which all persona connected with 
Ireland were invited. These proceedings resulted in the esta- 
blishment of an auxiliary branch at Pane, and the College 
of the Lombards promised to furnish the Society with a tran- 
script of the "Book of Leacan," the only important manuscript 
in th^ poBsesuon. Amongst those who took an active part 
in the proceedings of the Dublin Committee were Dr. John 
Carpenter, Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, Sylvester O'Hal- 
lonu), and Charles O'Conor. To the latter was committed the 
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task of preparing for the preaa the manuscript of O' Flaherty's 
" Ogygia Vindicated," purchased by the Committee for twenty 
guineaa ftom a Mr. WiltOD of Galway, and published in 1775. 
The Committee compiled a set of sixteen queries on subjects 
connected with the subjects of their investigations, and ordered 
two thousand copies of them to be printed for circulation among 
the dei^men and most respectable inhabitants of the various 
parishes in Ireland ; they also published in the principal Con- 
tinental journals statements of their objects. The meetings of 
the Antiquarian Committee were generally held at 7 p. h. in 
Trinity College library, and they assembled for the last time 
on the 24th February, 1774. 

The Dublin Society's three Schools for the gratuitous in- 
struction of youths in figure-drawing, landscape and ornamental 
drawing, and architecture, were located at the rere of their 
house in Grrafton-street, and entered through a gateway which 
still exists. In October, 1770, Frands Bobert West was 
elected Master of the School of Figure-drawing, as successor 
of Jacob Ennis, noticed in an account of Shaw*s-court. 

" When I," writes J. D. Herbert, "was sixteen years old, I 
obtfuned three tickets from a Member of the Boyal Dublin 
Society to admit me as a pupil to be instructed in drawing: 
this was the usual mode of introduction. I first went to the 
Architectural School: Mr. Ivory was master, a gentle, iu*bane 
character, but he appearedinadelicate state of health; he con- 
signed me to his apprentice, Mr. H. A. Baker; he put me 
to draw, and showed me the manner of using the instruments. 
I next went to the Landscape and Ornament School, Mr. 
Waldron the master ; his appearance was not flattering, nor 
did his severe look and habitual fiown encourage me to stay 
long at his beck ; for he seldom spoke, which was, I thought, 
a fortunate thing for me, his manner was so truly cheerless : 
I remtuned at his school about a month, and then I repured 
to the Figure School. When I entered the Figure Room I 
was struck with the number of casts from the antique, the 
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UercoIeB, Laocoon, &c, aod felt a wieh and hoped to be able 
to draw from thoee. In some time I delivered mj card to 
the master, Mr. Frands Robert West, a worthy, good-hearted 
man, but of peculiar manner : in person he was a smart, little, 
dappw man, very voluble in speech and rapid in delivery, 
used much action, even his features underwent many olumgea 
— opening his eyes wide, nuBing his eyebrows considerably^ 
and extending his month — his language good, yet he was sub- 
ject to digression and habitual conclusive wMds, such as, <yes, 
yes,' * doobtlesB,' ' no doubt,' and other pet phrases, which 
seemed to carry deusion in all his harangues ; add to these a 
peculiar qnuntness of manner, an averted eye, and a simpli- 
city of look, rendered him quite a character. I presented my 
card ; he just looked at it, then glaaced at me, and, with head 
averted, aud, ' So yoa are come to draw the human figure.' I 
then directed his attention to the back of die card, on which 
wu written, by the gentleman who gave it me, an order to be 
furnished with drawing materiida, and he would pay for them. 
During his reading he was assiuled by a number of boys with 
their sketches for his opimon: he dispatched them quickly 
with, to one, * the nose more in, the chin more out;' to another, 
•your head is too lai^ ;' *yonr's has not got the tnm ;' *you must 
place your figure in the centre;' 'dash it out and begin agun;' 
* your mouth is too much open, and your eyes shut — you must 
shut your mouth and open your eyes.' Having, in roalioe, 
given directions, he finished the reading of the card. Another 
boy, vrith a finished drawing, as he thought, submitted his 
production : ' Oh I you have no character, you must labour 
until yon get it; compare it and amend.' Then, leaving his 
desk, he walked to the folding doors which opened to the 
figure room and, calling John, he returned in quick pace to 
his post. John returned with the materials, and Mr. West 
sketched a profile of a head before me to show me how to begin : 
he did it very expertly and with great freedom of hand. He 
then desired John to place me at a desk with Master Shee. 

VOL. III. Q 
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So," adds Herbert, "John led me to the desk, and Iwasmost 
happily placed, for Master Sbee, though some years my junior, 
was capable and willing to asMst me ; we also drew together 
at the Architectural School, and I was induced to put up a 
sheet of geometry for the medal, but it was adjudged to 
Master Shoe, as was every medal he looked for in any of the 
schools." 

In addition to various medals which Martin Archer Shoe 
obbuoed for his perfomuuicesin these Schools, the Dublin So- 
ciety, in November, 1786, presented him a ulver palette, with 
a suitable inscription, in testimony of thtat approbation of bia 
drawings from the life. He subsequently removed to Zjondon, 
published "Khymes on Art," and the "Blementsof Art,"aiid 
was elected Preudent of the 'Royal Academy, as successor to 
Sir Thomas Lawrence, in 1830. Byron noticed the Dublin 
poet and artist as fbUows in his '* £nglish Bards and Scotch 
Reviewers :" — 

" And here let Bhee, and Genius, find a pUc«, 
Wboae pen and pencil yield an equal grace ; 
To guide whose hand the sister arts combine, 
And trace the poet's or the painter's line ; 
Whose magic touch can bid the canvas glow, 
Or pour the easy rhyme's harmoQiouB flow ; 
While hcmouM, doubly merited, attend 
The poet's rival, but the painter's friend." 

Henry Aaron Baker was, in February, 1787, elected to 
succeed Thomas Ivory, deceased, as Master of the School for 
Architectural Drawing. Among the eminent artiste educated 
in the Dublin Society's Academy in Grafton-etreet may be 
noticed Richard Morrison, the distiaguisbed architect, and 
John Comerford, the miniature punter. 

In March, 1795, the establishment of a Botanic Garden 
at Glasnevin was finally resolved upon by the Dublin So<uety, 
the last meeting of which, in Grafton<etreet, was held on 
the 4th of August, 1796; and,' immediately aAerwards, they 
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sold, for £3000, their interest in the Hoiue and Drawing 
Sohoolfl here ; on the nta of the former, the buildinga known 
M ll2andll3,CkiiAon-street,faaTesincebeenerected. Inad- 
dition to its aimual grant of £500, the Dublin Sodety, while 
located in Graflon-street, from 1771 to 1796, reo^ved from the 
Parliament of Ireland Babddiee to the amount of £116,500. 

In the year 1 766 a building styled the " Navigation House," 
for the use of ihe CommissioDere of Inland Navigation, was 
erected on portion of a vacant plot of ground on the western 
ride of Gmflon-fltreet, next to the DuUin Sodety's house, 
m pursuance of a statute passed in 1765, enacting: "That it 
should be lawful to and for the Corporation for promoting md 
carrying on an inland navigation in Ireland to apply so much 
of the duties vested in them by Act of Parliament as should 
be necessary for building and fumishiDg a ooDvenient house 
within the city or county of Dublin, and fnnuBhing the same 
with proper acconunodations for the reception of the siud Cor^ 
poration and asMstantfl to meet and assemble in fw putting in 
execution the several powers and authorities vested in them 
by law." 

These Comouflsioners had been iocorpomted in 1752, and 
provided by Government with a large annual revenue fur 
the purpose of opening the navigation of the Shannon. The 
mismanagement of the members of the Corporation, constituted 
exclusively of nominees of the English Government, were 
soon rendered apparent by their undertaking, at nearly the 
same time, twenty-three difierent works; it having also been 
found that their expenditure of nearly £600,000 was not at- 
tended with equivalent results, the Board was dissolved in 
1786. 

About the year 1782 a liteiary sode^, styled the " Pa- 
leosophers," was established in the University of Dublin, with 
the object of investigating aninent leamiog, particularly the 
Fathers of the Church. *'Dr. Perceval had just returned from 
the Continent, and introduced the new system of chemistry, 
q2 



itizecy Google 



238 HisTORT or tab citt of dublin. 

Uien almost totally onknowa, and little attwcled to Id thU 
country. The mvest^ation of this had excited a kindred zeal 
in the pursuit of other soieoces ; and Dr. Perceval proposed to 
Dr. Ussher to establiBh a new sodety to promote it. In die 
year 1786, therefore, another association was formed. Their 
object was the investigation of science and modem literature, 
and they denominated themselves ' Ncosophers :' into this the 
' Paleosophers' in a short time merged. They met at each 
other's houses, dined t<^ther once evety fortnight, read es- 
says, and debated : they kept r^fular journals of their pro- 
ceedings, but published no transactions. From these ema- 
nated the Koyal Irish Academy, combining and enlai^^g the 
objects of both the former, and hanngdistinct Committees for 
the investigation of Science, Antiquities, and Polite Literature. 
The original "Neosophera" were Drs. Ussher, Marsh, R. Stack, 
HoU, Young, Hamilton, Waller, Kearney, Fellows of Trinity 
Coll^;e, Dublin; Drs. Perceval and Purcell, Fhyudons; 
Messrs. W. Ball and W. Preston, barristers." 

The following u the report of the first meeting of the Irish 
Academy recorded in the archives of the Institution ; — . 

" At a meeting of the original members of the Irish Aca- 
demy of Sciences, Polite Literature, and Antiquities, held at 
Lord Charlemont's, April 18, 1785, the following resolutions 
were agreed to : — 

" 1 . That the Irish Academy of Sdences, Polite Literature, 
and Antiquities, do consist of aPre^dent, a Coun<ul of eighteen, 
and on indefinite number of members. 

" 2. That the Cotmdl be divided into three Committees, 
each oonusting of six members, which Committees shall have 
for their objects, respectively, the departments of Sdence, Po- 
lite Literature, and Antiquities. 

'* 3. That each of these Committees meet every third week, 
and be empowered to form By-laws for the r^ulation of their 
several meetings, at each of which meetings every Member of 
the Academy shall be invited to assist. 
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"4. ThataComnutteeofFiiiaacebeappomted,conatBtiiig 
of BIX members, two to be choeen oat of each of the afore-men- 
tiooed Comnuttees. 

"5. That there be two public general meetings of the 
Academy in the year, at which meetings the titles of the pub- 
Ikationa which have been approved of by the several Commit- 
tees shall be read, and candidates shall be balloted for, such 
as shall have ognified their tnteotions of proposing themselves 
Bfl members ux weeks at least before the public meeting. 

" VI. That each Fellow, on his election, do deposit two 
guineas in the hands of the Treasurer, to be continued annu- 
ally, or twenty gnineaa as a life subscription. 

" VII. That the President and Cotmcil, with a TreasunA- 
and Secretary, be elected by the original Members of the Aca- 
demy at Lord Charlemont's, and that the first Monday in May 
be appointed for that purpose. 

" VIII. That an extraordinary general meeting be held 
on Monday, the 16th of May, for the purpose of electing 
Members who shall have been proposed on Monday, the 2nd 
of May. 

" IX. That the Right fiev. the Lord Bishop of Dromore 
be requested to apply to the Antiqoariao Sodety of London, 
and the Edinburgh Socie^, for copies of their Begulations, 
and that the Lord Bishop of Killaloe, and Dr. Uaeher, be 
requested to apply to the "Royai Society of London, and the 
Academy of Berlin, for the same purpose. 

'* X. That an extraordinary meeting of this Academy be 
held at Col. Conyngham's on Monday, the 2dth <^ April, at 
8 o'clock in the afternoon. 

" LIST OF ORIGINAL UBlfBSBS. 

*' Earl of Charlemont ; Lord Bokeby, Primate of Ireland ; 
Earl of Clanbra^ ; Earl of Moira ; Bishop of Killaloe ; Bishop 
ofClonfert; Bishop of Waterford; Bishop of Dromore; Bight 
Hon. John Hely Hutchinson, Secretary of State ; Bight Hon. 
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DeDiB Daly; Right Hon. Burton Conyngham; Col. Vallaiicey; 
Doctor Murray, Vice-ProvoBt of T. C. D. ; Bey. Hngh Ha- 
milton, Dean of Armagb; Bichard Kirwan, Esq., London; 
£dinund Motone, Esq. ; Rev. Michael Kearney, D. D. ; Adur 
Crawford, M. D., London ; Rev. Thomas Leland, D. D. ; Bev. 
W. Hates, D.D., F.T.C. D. ; Cleoi^ Cleghorne. M. D.; Rev. 
Henry Uasher, D.D., S.F.T.C.D.; Bev. John Kearney. 
D. D., S. F. T. C. D. ; Bev. John Waller, D. D., F. T.C. D. j 
John Parcell, M. D. ; Robert Perceval, M. D. ; Bev. Matthew 
Young, F. T. C. D. ; Bev. Digby Marsh, F. T. C. D. ; Bev. 
George Hall, F. T. C. D.; Bev. lUchard Stack, F. T. C. D. ; 
Bev. W. Hamilton, F. T. C- D. ; Lawrence I^reons, Esq. ; 
William Preston, Esq. ; William Ball, Esq.; Bev. Jamea Ar. 
chibald Hamilton, D. D.; William Deane, LL. D.; Sir Joseph 
Banks, London; B. LovellEdgeworth, Esq. 

[Signed], " Chablemont." 

On the 20th of September, 1 785, letters patent were granted 
under the privy signet, constituting the foregoing ori^nal 
Members, with the addition of James Gandon, the architect, 
and such others as should be elected, one body, politic and 
corporate, in deed and in name, by the name of the Boyal Irish 
Academy, for promoting the study of Sdence, Polite Litera- 
ture, and Antiquities, of which Academy, adds the Ejog 
in the charter dated 28th January, 1796, "We do hereby 
declare ourselves the founder and patron. And our will and 
pleasure is, and we do ordaiii and grant, that the sud Corpora- 
tion, and their successors for ever, shall have one President, and 
a Council constatiiig of twenty-one Members, to be hereafter 
elected by them, out of which Council four Vice- Preridents shall 
be nominated by the President, by writing under his hand and 
seal, and one Treasurer and one Secretary shall be elected." 

For the better execution of this onr royal grant," con- 
tinues the King, "we have nominated, and do hereby nominate, 
Gonstitute,and appoint James, EarlofCharlemont, to be the iirat 
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and modem Freeident of this Academy; John, Eari ofMoira; 
William Newcome, Bishop of Waterford ; Thomaa Bernacd, 
Biahop of Killaloe ; ThtHnaaPen^, BiahopofDromore; Walter 
Cope, Bishop of donfert ; William Conyngham and Denia 
Daly, Esqrs. ; the Bev. Henry nsaher ; 'Rev. William Hales; 
Bev. John Kearney; Bev. Matthew Yo[mg;BeT.Geoi^Hall; 
Bev. William Hamilton, Bev. Richard Stack, Fellows of Tri- 
nity CoU^e, Dublin; John Purcell, Bobert Ferceval, and 
Stephen Dickson, Doctors of Fhync ; Charles Vallancey, 
William Preston, and James Gandon, Esqrs., to be the first 
modem twenty-one of the Coundl of this Academy ; William 
Conyngham to be the First Treaanrer; and Bobert Perceval, 
M. D, the first Secretary. 

The Irish Academy, so early as May, 1785, held meetings 
in the Navigation House in Grafion-street, which was vested 
intheCrownbyan ActofFarliamentpaBBedinl786. Shortly 
after this enactment, the Academy presented a memorial to the 
Doke of Butland, tiien Viceroy) praying permission to oocuf^ 
the vacant building ; and in June, 1787, their petition having 
been granted, tb^ received po08e8a<m of the *' Navigation 
House," which, vested in them in 1788, consisted of several 
small rooms, and one large apartment which became a board- 
room, in which all the meetings of the Society were held. 

Charles (VConor was elected an Academidan in 1785; 
Sylvester O'Halloran; Mervyn Archdall; Henry Flood; Ar- 
chibald Hamilton Bovran ; John PhQpot Gurran ; Francia 
Hardy ; and many other Irishmen of learning and eminence, 
were soon afterwards enrolled Members of the Institution. 

The Pre&ce to the first volume of the Academy's " Trans- 
actions" was contributed by the Rev. Bobert Buirowes, Fel- 
low of Trinity Collie, Dublin, who, after a brief review of 
Uie obstacles which had previously impeded the progress of 
science and learning in Ireland, wrote as follows : — 

" The influence of many of these causes, time has in a con- 
uderable degree weakened ; and peculiar drcumstances have 
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now [1 786] given to Irekod an importance in the politick acale 
vMch IiKbits of a -well-directed indaatry alone can eetablioh 
and mtuntain. WhateTef, therefbre, tends, by tlie cnltivation 
of oaeful arts and sdences, to improve and &ciUtate its mano- 
ftotorea ; wliateTer tends, by the elegance of polite Uteratnre, 
to drilize the maimere, and refine the taste of its people ; 
whatever tends to awaken a spirit of literary ambitdoD, by 
keeping alive the memory of its ancient reputation for learn- 
ing, cannot but prove of the greatest national adraatage. To 
a wish to promote intheaeimportantrespectstheadvancement 
of knowledge in this kingdom, the Royal Irish Academy Rtr 
Sdence, Polite Literature, and Antiquities, owes its estab* 
lishment ; and though the Members who compose it are not 
entirely without hopes that their efforts may hereafter become 
perhaps eztensiTcly useful and respected, yet the original in- 
tent of their Institution must be considered as confining thor 
views for the present more immediately to Ireland. If their 
endeavours shall but serve to exdte in their countrymen some 
sense of the dignity of mental exertion ; if their exhortation 
and example shall be so far suoceseful as to become the means 
of turning vacant Uiou^ts to science and to utility, their la- 
bours are abundantly recompensed. If it be said that in so- 
deties of this sort too much attention is frequenUy bestowed 
on subjects barren and speculative, it may be answered, that 
no one stnence is so little connected with the rest as not to 
afford many prindplee whose use may extend considerably 
beyond the science to which they primarily belong, and that 
no proposition ts so purely theoretical as to be totally inca- 
pable of bdng appUed to practical purposes. There is no ap- 
parent connexion between duration and the keloidal arch, 
the properties of which, duly attended to, have furnished as 
with our best regulated methods of measuring time : and he 
who has made himself master of the nature and a£^tions of 
the logarithmic curve, is not aware that he hos advanced consi- 
derably towards ascertaining the proportionable density of 
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the ur at its vuiouB dLstancea from the Burface of the earth. 
The researches of the mathematioum fire the only sure gronnd 
OB which we oan reason from ezperimente ; and how fiir ex- 
pmmental science may aeaet the commerdal interestsof astat«, 
is dearly evinced by the sucoess of thor several mano&ctures 
in the neighbouring countries of England and France, where 
the hand of the artificer has taken its direction from the phi- 
losopher. Every manufacture is in reality but a chemical 
process, aod the machinery requinte for carrying it on but 
the right application of oertain propositions in rational mecha- 
nics. If chemistry and natural history, then, have Dt/vtx yet 
employed themselves in inquiring into the state of this coun- 
try ; if its minerals have never yet been explored, nor the ex- 
tent of its botaniod productions ascertained, we need not 
wonder that Ireland, abounding in the first matoials of many 
manu&ctures, should yet have conndered them no otherwise 
valuable than as articles of export. To attain purposes of so 
great national utility as this Academy proposes to itsdf, the 
patriotism of the inhabitants of this Ungdom has made many 
effiirts, which, though not entirely effectual, have yet given 
a well-founded hope, that when drcumstances more fevourable 
should arise, such endeavours might be attended with success. 
Abont the year 1782 the Sodety from which the Academy 
afterwards arose was established : it consisted of an indefinite 
number of Members, most of them belonging to the TTniver- 
nty, who at weekly meetings read essays in turn. Anxious 
to make their labours redound to the honour and advantage 
of their coimtiy, they formed a plan more extenrive, aod ad- 
mitting such additional names as might add dignity to thdr 
new institution, or by their publications, had given sore ground 
to hope advantage from tbdr labours, became the founders of 
the Boyal Irish Academy. Let it not be impuled to arro- 
gance when we say that, however former Sodeties in this king- 
dom may have tuled, the members of this Academy should not 
be disheartened. From its peculiar nature, and several favour- 
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able drcumstaDccB attendiDg the time of its insdtution, it has 
in&D7 prospect* of countenance. UniUng Id one plan the three 
compartments, of Science, Polite Literature, and Andqaitiea, 
it unites whatever is pleaung with whatever is uselul, the ad- 
Tftncement of apeodlatdve knowledge with the history of man- 
kind : it makes provision for the capricious variations of literary 
pursuit; and, embracing all the objects of rational inquiry, it 
•ecuresthe co-operation of theleamed of every description. It 
has been iustituted, too, at a time when it can enj<^ the pro- 
tection of a monarch whose patronage of the liberal arts has 
made his r^gn an illustrions era in the annals of literatore ; at 
a time when two of the sciences have had advantages hitherto 
unknown in this country held out to them, in the establishment 
of a Medical School, and the foundation of an Observatory for 
astronomical purposes ; and at a time when every qualification, 
natural and acquired, concurred in pointing out s Freudent 
whose zeal for the interests of Ireland oould only be equalled 
by his zeal for the interests of learning. Animat«d by such 
encouragements," continued Dr. Burrowes, " the Irish nation 
are called on to exert themselves. The Academy in this vo- 
lume, with most respectful deference, presents Uie first fruits 
of its labours to the public : whether the beginning now made 
shall be relinquished with disgrace, or this Sodety be taught 
to aspire to hopes of vigor and continuance, is a question which 
those who have abilities to promote the advancement of litera- 
ture should be informed is left, with all its important conse- 
quences, for their exertions to determine. To embolden their 
dififidenoe, the nature of these publications holds out all the 
advantages of mutual example, while the great national bene- 
fits to be derived from this institution must stamp tiiw indo- 
lence a crime of no less magnitude than treason agtunst the 
welfare of Ireland. They are called on by every tie which can 
have a laudable influence on the heart of man : by the hope of 
success, and the in&my of defeat, by the solicitations of a 
natural instinct which will not suffer their faculties to rest with- 
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out exerticm, and by the authoritative voice of reason and ex- 
perience) irhicb pronoQDoe aaob exertions salutaiy, hj emula- 
tion, hj philanthropy, by honest pride, by a glorious sense of 
the digni^ of A&r country, and the dignity of honuiD nature. 
To such a call," added Dr. Burrowes, " Irishmen cannot be 
inattentive; the God of Truth will look propitiouB on thdr 
labours, and a ray from Heaven shall light them to success." 

The"BoolcofBsllymote"wa8,inAugust, 1 786, presented 
by the Chevalier Thomas O'Gonnan to the Academy, which 
in September,lT87, received, through the Abb^ Kearney, of 
Paris, the '*Book of Lencan;" and in 1789 the "Leabhar 
Breac," or " Speckled Book," vas purchased for tiie institu- 
tion by Colond Vallancey for £3 13a. 6d. These three in- 
valaable Irish manuscript compilations still oonstitnte the 
chief literaiy treasures of the Academy. 

In 1789, Timothy Cunningham, barrister, of Gray's Inn, 
London, bequeathed to the Boyal Irish Academy of Dublin, 
*'the sum of £1000, to be laid out in such funds as they 
should tbmk proper, and the interest of it to be disposed of 
in such premiums as they should think proper, for the im. 
provement of natural knowledge, and other objects of their 
Institution." He also bequeathed to the Academy all hie 
botanical books, and books of natural history, dearing that 
the residue of his library should be disposed of, and its pro- 
ceeds expended, under the direction of his executor, in purchas- 
ing books for the Academy. 

Cunningham was a jurist of eminence, and the author of va- 
rious elaborate works on legal subjects. From his wilt, regis- 
tered in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, we learn that 
his relatives were chiefly resident in Clonmel, Carriok>on-Suir, 
and Waterford ; and he would appear to have been of the old 
Clare dan of Citmdergam, many of whose members changed 
their name to Cunningham. His principal publications were the 
following : — " A new Treatise of the Laws concerning Tithes, 
contdning all the Statutes, Adjudged Cases, Resolutions, and 
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Judgment, relating thereto:" Svo, London, 1748; fourtii 
edition pubBahed in 1777. "Law of Billa of Exchange, 
Proiniasoiy Notee, Bank Notes, and Inenranoee, contuning 
all the Statnte Casea at lai^ie, &o., methodically digested :" 
8vo, London, 1761 ; mxth edition published in 1778. **The 
Merchant'B Lawyer ; or, tlie Law of Trade in Genoal :" Lon- 
don: 2 vols. 8to, 1762; tlurd edition pnbliobed in 1768. 
"Practioal Justice of the Feaoe," 1762; 2 toIb. 8vo. **New 
and comfJete Iaw Dictionary :" London: 2 volB.folio, 1764; 
third edition published in 1782-3. " New Treataee concern- 
ing the Laws for tlie Preserration of Game, conttuoing all tlie 
StatoteB and Cases at large:" 12mo, 1764. " Report of Cases 
argued and adjudged in the Court of Sing's Bench, in the 
7th, 6th, 9th, and lOlh of Geoige II., to which is prefixed, A 
Proposal for rendering the Laws of England clear and certain, 
humbly ofl^^ to the consideration of botb Houaes of Par- 
liament:" folio, 1766. "Maxims and Rules of Pleadings in 
Actions, Real and Personal, or Mixed, Popular and Penal :" 4to, 
1771. "History of the Customs, Aids, Subeidies, National 
Debts, and Taxes of England, from WilUam the Conqueror 
to the year 1778:" tlurdeditionpublishedm 1778. "History 
and Antiquities of the Inns of Court and Chancery :" 8to, 1 780 ; 
republished in 1790, under the tiUe of "Historical Memoirs 
of the English Laws." " Historical Accounts of the lUghts 
of Election of the several Counties, Cities, and Boroughs of 
Great Britain, containing the time when each of them was 
first represented in Parliament, and by what authority; to 
whidi is prefixed, An Inquiry into the Origin of Elections to 
Parliament:" 2 vols. 8vo, 1788. "Law of Simony, contiun- 
ing all the Statutes, Cases at large, Arguments, Resolutions, 
and Judgments coDceming it ; particularly, the case at large 
in the House of Lords, between the Lord Bishop of London 
and Lewis Fythcer, Esq.:" 8vo, 1784. " Introduction to the 
Knowledge of the Laws and Constitutions of England :" 8vo. 
Cunningham also compiled the General Index to the Journals 
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of the English House of Commone, and publuhed " Magna 
Charta libertatnm oivitatu Waterford," with an English ver- 
uon, and Notes: 6vo, Dublin, 1762. 

The Academy, in 1789t essayed, but without success, to 
obtain a bust, picture, or other memorial of Timothy Cun- 
ningham, to be preserred in thdr great room. Cunningham's 
bequest enabled the Academy to oflfer occanonal premiums 
for essays in Science, Polite Lit^^ture, and Antiquities ; and, 
subsequently, medals bearing the portanut of Lord Charlemont, 
were substituted for money prizes. During its early years, 
the objects lor which the Academy had been founded were 
assiduously paraoed. Lord Charlemont prended at almost 
every Coounittee-meeting, and contributed essays in the de- 
partments of Polite literature and Antiquities. 

When the Academy placed Lord Charlemont in the ohur, 
" he," saya Hardy, " <Ud not rcf;ard it as a mere honorary dis- 
tinction, to add to the solemn enxmieration of his dignities at 
tiie Herald'a oflBce, and notlung to litoature. Not one of the 
members attended the Academy meetings oilener tlum he did ; 
few so constantly. Those who were his cotemporary Aca- 
demuaans must long caU to mind his urbanity, the graces of 
his conversation, and the variety of literary aneodote, ancient or 
modem, with which be amused, and, indeed, ioBtmcted them, 
during the iaterrals of tb«r agreeable labours at the Academy. 
In such labours he bore himself no inglorious part." 

The essays contribnted by Members were read b^ore the 
Committees to whose adjudication they had been submitted. 
These Committees met usually at 6 p. m., and the p(4>eis 
which they recommended to tiie Coundl were pubUshed in the 
" Transactions" of the Academy. All Members were at 
liberty to attend the Committee meetings, and to hear the 
essays read : the Academy at large originally assembled bat 
twice in the year, — on tiie eve of St. Patrick's Day, and on 
the 30th of November, which, according to the charter, were 
dengnated " Stated Meetangs." 
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The chief contribatore in the three departmenta of the So- 
dety'a Transactions to the end of the hist oentuiy were as 
follows : — Sdenoe : Henry Ussher, D. D., MatUiew Yoong^ 
D. D., Bev. W. Hamilton, Fellows of Trinity Collc^ ; Ste- 
phen IKckBon, M. D. ; James Cleghom, M. B. ; Balph Onsley ; 
Eicb&rd Kirwan ; Richard Lovell Edgeworth ; Bubert Per- 
ceval, M.D.; Samuel Croker King, M. D. ; Ber. John &iak- 
ley. Polite Literature : Richard Stock, D. D., Bev. Bobert 
Burrowes, Michael Kearney, D. D., Arthur Browne, Bev. 
George Miller, Fellows of Trinity CoU^e ; William Pres- 
ton ; Ftancis Hardy ; Bev. Edward Ledwich. Antiquidee ; 
TheophUuB OTlanagan; John Barrett, D.D,. Fellow of 
Trinity Collt^ ; William Beauford ; Sylvester O'HaUoran ; 
Charles Vallancey; and Joseph Cooper Walker. 

Maurice O'Gonnan and Theopbilus O'Flanagan, two of 
the moot competent Gaelic scribes of thor time, were occa- 
nonally employed by the Committee of Antiquities to trans- 
late docnments from their native language. The Academy, 
however, did not produce any historic work of importance; 
and the knowledge derived from the translations of Irish mar 
nuscripts furnished by O'Gonnan and (TFlaiugaD, nnd» the 
influence of Vallancey, was used by the latter to support hts 
ftndful theories. 

On the decease of the Earl of Charlemont in the year 1799, 
Kchard Kirwan, the eminent Irish philosopher, was elected 
President of the Academy. 

In March, 1 800, the Academy presented a petition to the 
House of Commons of Ireland, setting forth that, not being 
possessed of any general funds but those arising trom the sub- 
scriptions of its Members ; that having been put to very heavy 
expenses by the &11 of different parts of its house ; being obliged 
to expend in repairs large sums belonging to the Cunningham 
fund, which they were unable to replace ; being also apprehen- 
«Te that the payment of the rent of their house, hitherto made 
by the King's order, might not be continued, — they prayed that 
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prOTWon might be made for the future payments of tUfi reot, 
and that a sum of £1000 might not be deemed too much for 
their further relief, taldng into consideration the importuice of 
the institution, and the benefits derived to the literature of Ire- 
land from its labours. On this appltoatton, the Parliament of 
Ireland, m June, 1800, granted the Academy £1000, wi^ 
an annual allowance of £50. 

The Academy owed its vitality during the ensuing twelve 
yean mainly to Brinkley and Kirwan, tlte Utter of whom, 
from 1788 to his decease in 1612, contributed thirty-eight 
essays to its Transactions in the departments of Science and 
Polite Literature. Kirwan bequeathed to the Academy the 
philosophical portion of his library, and was succeeded as Pre- 
sident by Charles Bury, Earl of CharleviUe. In 1816 the 
Academy petitioned Parliament for an annual grant of not less 
than £600, including the Treasury allowance for payment of 
rent and taxes, wluch was then £166 IZs. \0d. " Since the 
union of the two countries," said the petitionete, " the altered 
circumstances of the city of Dublin, as being no longer the 
winter reudence of the Irish nobility and gentry, have more 
and more contributed to diminish the number of candidates 
for admission, and, of course, proportionably to lessen the 
funds of the Academy; until, at length, the present [1816] 
Members feel themselves reduced to the alternative «ther of 
relinquishing their pursuits, or of solicitiiig from the bounty 
of Parliament such increased asustance as ia essential to thrar 
continuing an active body corporate." On this petition a 
grant of £300, Irish, was conceded, in addition to the allow- 
ance referred to ; and r^pilar annual grants of £300, British, 
were subsequently made. 

On the death of Lord CharleviUe in 1822, the Preadent- 
ship of the Academy was conferred on the distinguished astro- 
nomer, John Brinkley, afterwards Bishop of Cloyne. 

Under Brinkley's Preudency was commenced the practice 
of holding fortnightly meetings of the Academy, at which 
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were read the papers approved of by the Committees; and 
thm originated the custom of tranaacting on tlieae occaeioiM 
the bueiDeas of the institution, which it had prenooBl; beea 
the role to do at the Stated MeetJngs. On Brinkley's decease 
in 183d> the Academy elected as Preddeiit the Rev. Bartho- 
lomew Lloyd, ProTost ofTrinity CoU^e, who, dying in 1837, 
was succeeded in tlie Presidency by Sir William Bowan 
Hanulton, the Irish Astronomer Bt^oL 

The Aoademy oommenced in 1836 the periodical iuoe of 
" ProceedingB," centring reports of its. meetings, and ab- 
stracts of papers recommended for publication in this form 
rather than in the " Traosactdons.*' 

In 1839 the Comnuttees of Sdence, Polite Litetatore, and 
Antiquities, of whose proceedings for the previous twenty- 
nine years no records exist, commenced to labour with asm- 
duity to promote the objects for which the institution had 
been founded. A rule was also made, linuting to five years 
the term of the Pre«den<7, to which the election had pre- 
vioody been for life. 

Fn»n the period of its formation, the Academy occarion> 
ally received donations of ancient objects of interest discovered 
in various parts of Ireland ; but as it possessed no regular re- 
pository for their custody, many of these acquifations were em- 
bezzled, and others were deposited in the Museum of Trimty 
College. The commencement of a Museum illustrative of the 
history of tiie people of Ireland m former ages dates ftom 
1839, when it was initiated by a number of imvate subecri- 
bera purohaang and presenting to the Academy two large 
golden torques found at Tara. At the same time, the late 
James M'Cullagh, a mathematician of European cdebrity, gave 
to the institution the invaluable " Cross of Cong," executed 
by a native Irish artificer, about half a century before the first 
descent of the Anglo-Normans on this country. 

By a subscription among the Members and some others, 
the collection of Irish antiquities of the late Very Kev. 
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H. B. DawsoD, Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin, waa in 1842 
purchoaed for £1067 I3t., (tod presented to the Academy, 
wUch in 1844 boaght the collection of the late Town-Major 
Henry Charles Sir. 

Beierring to the important reenlte of the efforts made 
by the Academy to place the past history of Ireland on a 
solid basis. Dr. Petrie telle us that when he first addressed 
himself to a meeting of this institution, in reference to a re- 
mtun of ancient Irish art, he had to encounter the incredulous 
astonishment of the illustrious Dr. Brinkley, implied in the 
following remark : — " Surely, Sir, you do not mean to tell 
us that there exists the slightest evidence to prove that the 
Irish had any acquuntance with the arta of civilized life ante- 
rior to the arrival in Ireland of the En^sh." "Nor shall I 
forget," says Dr. Fetrie, *< that in the scepridsm which this 
remark implied, nearly all the Members present very obviously 
participated. Those, at least, who have seen our Museum, 
will not make such a remark now." 

From the inadequate amount of funds at its disposal, the 
Academy baa had the mortification of constantly " seeing 
specimens of rarity, beauty, and historic interest, pass into the 
hands of strangers, or, in the case of precious metals, into the 
melting-pots of the goldsmiths." 

On the retirement of Sir William Hamilton in 1844, the 
Presidentship of the Academy was conferred on Humphrey 
Ijloyd, D. D., succeeded in 1851 by the Bev. Thomas Bom- 
ney Bobinson, D. D., whose sdenttfic eminence has conferred 
a lustre upon Dublin, his native dty. 

The autograph original of the Annals of Ireland by the 
"Four Masters" was acquired by the Academy in 1831, 
through the instrumentality of Dr. Petrie. Private subscrip- 
tions and a Government grant of £600 enabled the institution 
in 1844 to purchase for £1312 lOs. a collection of Irish ma- 
nnscripto formed by Messrs. Hodges and Smith, of Dublin, 
including a number of ancient Gaelic medical treatises, nnil 

VOL. III. K 



itizecy Google 



342 HtBTORT or THB CITT OF DUBLIN. 

the origiDftl "Lesbhar na HQidhre," compiled early in Uie 
twelfth century. Of the Irish manuBcripte in the Academy's 
posaesnon, an elaborate synoptical catalogae, hith^^ anpub- 
lished, baa been compiled for the Society by Professor Eagene 
Curry. 

From 1831 to I6fi2, the Academy published many scien- 
tific treatasee of value and novelty ; amongst which may be 
mentioned the following substantial additions to euence, first 
made known to the world through this institution : — *' Geo- 
metrical IVopoflitJons applied to the wave theory of Light," 
by James M<CulIagh, 1833 ; " The Theory of tfae Moist- 
bulb Hygrometer," by James Apjohn, M. D., 1834-6 ; ^ 
Robert Kane's "Researches on the action of Ammonia upon 
the chlorides and ondee of Mercury," 1 835, and on the nature 
and constitution of the compounds of Ammonia, 1 838 ; " Re- 
searches respecting Quaternions," by Sir William Bowan 
Hamilton ; the discovery of Conical Refraction, by Hamil- 
ton and Lloyd ; and the latter's papers on new magnetical iw- 
Btruments for determining the Earth's magnetism. 

Polito Literature has of lato occupied much less of the Aca- 
demy's publications than it engrossed in the earlier years of the 
institution. In this department the Academy's recent Trans- 
actions contun various treatises by the Rev. Edward Hindu 
on Hieroglj'phio, Persepolitan, Cuneatic, and Babylonian cha- 
racters; also "Researches amongst the inscribed monuments 
of the Gneco-Boman era, in certiun sites of Asia Minor," by 
Rev. James Kennedy Baillte, D. D., 1842-3. 

In its department oflrieh Antiquities, the Academy's moat 
important publications have been the treatises of Dr. George 
Petrie on the " £ccle«astical Architecture of Ireland," read in 
1834, and on the " History and Antiquities of Tara Hill," read 
in 1837 ; and Dr. Aquilla Smith's Essays on the Irish coins 
of Edward IV. and Henry VII. Dr. Petrie's works form an era 
in our native literature, as having initiated the school of accu- 
rate investigation of early Irish history, based on the examination 
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of antheotio dooomentB in the andent language of the conntty, 
a correct knowledge of which was first in modem times acquired 
by Uie labourers in the Antiquarian department of the Ord- 
nance Surrey of Ireland. 

The Boyal Irish Academy removed from Qrafton-atreet to 
Dawson^treet in 1 852, having in the preceding year acquired 
Sir William Betham's collection of manuscripts, bought by the 
private subscriptions of the Members, in addressing whom, on 
the occamon of the completion of the purchase fund, the Rev. 
Charles Graves, now Secretary to the Academy, observed : — 

*<Sdenoe and literature have many department*, not one of 
which is undeserving of our i^ard, so long as it is cultivated 
in a liberal and philosophic spirit; but the history of our own 
country and of its language has especial claims on our eonri- 
deratioD, unless we choose to renounce the name of Irishmen. 
It is no morbid feeling which leads us to turn with a lon^g 
and affectionate interest to the ancient history and literature of 
onr own country. It is no fond national ccmceit which in> 
spires us with the deore to gather and to preserve those of ita 
scattered records which have escaped the tooth of Time, the ra- 
vages of barbarism, and Ae persecuting rigour of a miscalcu- 
lating policy. It is, indeed, wise in ns to soar as high as we 
may, seeking wide and clear views of the entire horizon of 
human knowledge an'd sdence; but even to those elevated r^ 
gitms let us carry with us a loving remembrance of the spot of 
cardi fix>m which we took our flight — of onr birth-place — and 
the home which is the sanctuary of the purest and strongest of 
our earthly affections." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ST. Patrick's wsll — nassau-strsbt — holeswortm fields 

— HOLSSWORTH-STRBET — LEINSTBR HOUSE — KILDARK- 
STRKET — DAW80N-BTREET. 

The site of Nassau-street and L^nster-street was formerlj 
stjled " St. Patrick's Well-lane," from a spring which, ac- 
cording to medueval legends, originated from the following 
inrcumstance ; — St. Patrick, while in Dublin, abode at the 
house of a certain matron, who frequently in his presence 
comploiaed much of the dearth of fresh water, for the river 
flowing by was, from the ioflux of ^e dde, rendered salty; 
nor, before it ebbed, could any fresh water he procured, ex- 
cept from a great distance. The Sunt, moved by the com- 
plaints of his hostess, and taking pity on the people, went on 
the following day to a suitable place, where, in the presence of 
many bystanders, he prayed, and having struck the earth with 
the point of the staiT of Jesus, in the name of the Lord, pro- 
duced on the spot a splendid fountain. This, adds a Latin 
writer of the early part of the twelfth century, "is the foun- 
tain of Dublin, wide in its stream, plenteous in its course, 
sweet to the taste, which, as is s^d, healetb many infirmities ; 
and even to this day is rightly called the Fountain of Saint 
Patrick." 

The lane leading to St. Patrick's Well (" venella qum 
dudt ad fontem S. Patricii") is mentioned in a deed of 1592 
as the southern boundary of the dissolved monastery of All 
Hallows; and an English settler in Dublin, writing of the 
dtizena about the same period, says : — 

"On the east port [of the suburbs of the city] they have 
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Stunt Patrick's Well, the water whereor, although it be gene- 
rally reported to be very hot, yet the very prime of the per- 
fection is upon the 17th of March, which is Saint Patrick's 
Day; and upon this day the water is more holy than it is all 
the year after, or else the inhabitants of Dublin are more fool- 
bh upon that day then they be all the year afVer. For upon 
that day thither they will run by heaps, men, women, and 
children, and there, first performing certun superstitious ce- 
remonies, they drink of the water; and when they are re- 
turned to their own homes, for nioe dues after, they will sit 
and tell what wonderful things have been wrought by the 
operation of the water of Saint Patrick's well." 

The author of " A Catholycke Conference betweene Syr 
Tady Mac Mareall, a Popish Priest of Waterforde, and Pa- 
trick Playne, a young student of Trinitie Colledge by Dublyne, 
in Ireland," printed in 1612, introduces " Sir Tady" observ- 
ing:— 

" But let me draw somewhat near to your College it self: 
are you not eye-witnesaes how every 1 7th of March what flock- 
ing there is of men, women, and children to that same holy sanc- 
tified pool, Saint Patrick's Well. I hope you do not think the 
whole multitude that do so yearly frequent the place to be 
stark mad, to come nmning tbtther so thick, if they did not 
find some saocUty in the water? I warrant you tliey ore not 
so arrant fools, as a number of those that do use to take to- 
bacco, that will be still stuffing themselves with smoke, but 
upon a vtda conc^t." 

The following lines occur in a local poem, written in 1716, 
on St. Patrick's Well, the water of which was con^dered by 
the people of Dublin to be the best in Ireland for clearness, 
good flavour, and for allaying thirst. 

"Brink, thirsty mortals! drink, take, take your All, 
H«re is Seaven's bounty, j^ven with free will ; 
■With plenteous draughta refresh your dronghty souls, 
Fill all your pitchers, bottles, juga, and bowls. 
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Freely it flows from lib'ral Nature's bands, 

And grateful thanks is all that die demands. 

For health, for deamees, and fiv cooling taste. 

This spring hath heen adnur'd by agea past ; 

Old, pions times record its lasting &me, 

And from a Saint it took its rerei'nd name. 

Hail I sacred fonntain. Helioonian spring ! 

Drink tor a god, a poet, tv a kingi 

Long may'st thou mn, delightfiil to onr taste, 

Fare as the milk from Alma Uat^s breaat ; 

Late, Tory late, or never cease to cheer 

Oar hearts with draughts refreshing, oool, and dear : 

For oyer may thy streaming sveetness last, 

Admir'd by ftitnre ages, as by past; 

Free, open, gen'rons, is thy boondlees store, 

Ifozie quit thy font reiua'd, or ask for more ; 

Each gaping mug thy lavish stream o'erflowa. 

And none, thy spring, that not its bounty knows. 

Ungrateful mortals, who such gifts despiw. 

All share thy plenty, few the blesdng prize ; 

Too lew, alas ! of all the num'rous soula 

Who daily at thy fountain fill their bowls, 

One moment, to confess its bounty, stay ; 

Nor grateful thanks to Heaven and thee tepay,— 

Kind Heav'n, that maugre, all their acorn and slight, 

Supplies the wretchea in their own despight; 

Good Heav'n, that does, with a forgiving will, 

Their undeserving bowls replenish still." 

Th« sudden drying-up of this well in 1729 formed the sub- 
ject of a short poem written by Swift, in which he represented 
St. Patrick reproaching England : — 

" Britain, by tbee we fell, ungrateful iale ! 
Not by thy valour, but superior guile ; 
Britain, with shame, confess this land of mine 
First taught thee hnman knowledge and divine ; 
Uy prelates, and my students, aept from henoe. 
Hade your sons converts both to Ood and sense j . 
Not like the paatora of thy ravenous breed, 
Who oamc to fleece the flocks, and not to feed." 
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After having deplored the fiite or Ireland, then a prey to 
mercenary English adventurere in Church and State, St. Pa- 
trick continues : — 

" 'Where 18 the holy well that bore my name ? 
Fled to the fountain, hack from whenoe it came P 
Fair freedom's emblem once, which smoothly flows. 
And bleBsings equally on all best«WB. 
Here, from the neighbouring nursery of arts. 
The etudente, drinUng, rais'd their wit and parts ; 
Here, for an age, and more, improved Uieir Tein, 
Their Phcebue, I — my spring, their Hippocrene. 
Discouraged youthsl now all their hopes most tiul, 
Condemn'd to country cottages and ale ; 
To foreign prelates make a slavish court. 
And by their sweat procure a mean support." 

In June, 1731, the water was restored to St. Patrick's 
Well, which was cleaned up and repaired at the city charge, 
"great complaints having been made for its loss." 

St. Patrick's Well, though for many years closed in from 
the public, still ejusts in the garden of the Fellows of Trinity 
College, under portion of the northern side of Nassau-street, 
opposite to Dawson-street. 

The name of the western portion of '* Patrick's Wetl-lane" 
was changed to Nassau-street early in the last century. A 
monument of the poUtical feeling which dictated this al- 
teration existed here, till within the last forty years, on the 
front of one of the houses between Dawson-street and Grafton- 
Btreet, which contained, inserted in its wall, a marble tablet 
presenting a life-sized bust of William III., bearing under- 
neath the following distich : — 

" Uay we never want a Williamite 
To kick the breech of a Jacobite." 

This bust and inscription were painted for the 4th of No- 
vember annually at the expense of the Corporation of Dublin, 
as r^ularly as the statue of William III., till the progress of 
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loctd improvement demolished the houee in the wall of which 
they stood. 

Duriog 1752 and many succeeding years, the comediaii, 
Isaac Sparks, prewded in this street on every Tuesday evening 
as the " Right Comical Lord Chief Joker of the Court of 
Nassau," and determined all humorous cases brought before 
this Society. A conuo interlude, called the " Court of Nas- 
sau, or Tragedy wr»w» Comedy," was written by George 
Alexander Stevens for Sparks, who, for his benefit in 1775, 
played in it the part of " Lord Chief Joker." 

In Naseau-etreet resided Simon Butler, King's Council, 
son of Viscount Mountgarret, and the original chairman of the 
Sodety of United Irishmen of Bublic, for authorizing one of 
whose publications in 1793, the House of Lords committed 
him to Newgate with Oliver Bond, as noticed in our account 
of Bridge-street. Butler displayed much ability in his advo- 
cacy of Tandy, and was the author of the " Digest of the Po- 
pery Laws," published by the United Irish Sotuety in 1792, 
for which the Catholic Committee presented him with £500. 

By successive elevations Nassau^^treet has been raised 
many feet above the contiguous ground on the northern side, 
now enclosed in the College Park; and that it was originally 
nearly level with the latter, appears from the vestiges disco- 
vered in various excavations in the vicinity. In 1776 the 
College wall was five feet in hdght irom the level of Nassau- 
street, and fifteen feet high from that of the Park. Applica- 
tions were made in 1 7 80 by the residents in the vicinity to the 
College authorities for permisaion to have erected here a wall 
to the Park, surmounted by iron railings, but their request 
was not complied with; and it was not till 1842 that this 
great improvement was eftected, accompanied by the widening 
of the street. 

The name of Leinster-street was applied to that portion 
of " St. Patrick's Well-lane" eastward of Eildare-street, 
on which, about the middle of the last century, five houses 
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-were erecteil, one of which was the residence of Philip Tiadall, 
a lawyer of eminence, appointed Solicitor-General in 1750 ; At> 
tomey-General in 1760. Tiadall waa a prominent personage in 
the Irish politics of his times, and sat in Parliament as represen- 
tative of the UniTersity of Dublin from 1739 till his death in 
1 777. " He had an admirable and most superior understand- 
ing; an understanding matured by years, by long experience, 
by habits with the beet company from his youth ; with the Bar, 
wiUi Parliament, with the State. Tq this strength of intellect 
waa added a consUtuUonal philosophy or apathy, which never 
Bufiered him to be carried away by attachment to any party, 
evenhisown. HeeawmenandthingsBodearly; heunderstood 
BO well the whole &rce and fidlacy of life, that it passed before 
him like a scenic representation ; and, till almoat the close of 
bis days, he went through the world with a constant sunshine 
of soul, and an inexorable gravity of feature. His countenance 
was never gay, and bis mind was never gloomy. He was an 
excellent politidan, equally able to draw Government into 
difficulties and bring it oat of them again, though it must be 
allowed that he never abused the confidence of Government. 
Far from it. But when Ministers here found themselves em- 
barrassed by n^lecting to consult him, which was sometimes 
the case, he enjoyed their distress with peculiar complacency^ 
and, with a &ce of Erebus, no lover was, at that moment more 
pleased, nor Stoic more immovable. He seemed to have 
acquired an entire power over his senses, and when his mind 
was most impregnated, and his passions most engaged, he 
looked, if in his opinion the measure required it, as if he had 
almost ceased to see, to hear, or to speak. He was an able 
speaker, as well at the Bar, as in the House of Commons, 
though his diction was very indifferent. He was a profound 
lawyer, and bis opinion was frequently resorted to &om Eng- 
land. In domestic life he was sooal and agreeable. His table 
was remarkably splendid and magnificent, and often, as the 
public prints stud, subvervient to political purposes. When 
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abroad, partJoularly at Spa, he lived with nlmoet equal 
splendour." 

From his daik complexion Tisdall was styled " Don Philip 
the Moor," by the aatiristo of his time, who described him as 
a man ibrmed by nature and &shioned by long pracUoe for all 
manner of court intrigue ; his stature low, bis countenance 
dismal, luB public manners grave, Us address humUe; capti- 
vating in private by convivial humour, exenasing a perpetual 
irony, living in a style of extraordinary magnificence, and 
attracting crowds of guests to hia manuon, which was fur- 
nished with everything splendour could suggest or luxury 
- consume. " Take him, all in all," says Hardy, " Tisdall was 
in some respects one of the most singular, as unquestionably 
he was, by far, one of the most able etatesmen whom Ireland 
ever beheld." 

^r Nathaniel Barry, Fhysidan-Genovlof the Army, and 
the leading medical practitioner in Dublin, remded in Leinster- 
street till bis d^th in 1 785 ; and here also was the mansion of 
Arthur Wolfe, Viscount Kilnarden, Chief Justice of the 
King's Bench, who was killed in the disturbances of 1803. 

Molesworth-street, Eildare-sb%et, and thdr vidnity, stand 
on the ate of a conuderable lot of ground, known at the com- 
mencement of the last century by the name of " Molesworth- 
fielda," which remuned nearly unbuilt upon until an Act of 
Parliament, in 1725, enabled "the Bight Honorable John 
Lord Yisconnt Molesworth, and Richard Moleswortb, fmd the 
several other persons in remunder for life, when in possesuon 
of certainlands near St. Stephen's-green and Dawson-street, 
in the county of the aty of Dublin, to make leases thereof." 
Bobert, first Vlscoimt Molesworth, distinguished by hie writ- 
ings in defence of liberty, has already been noticed in our ac- 
ooant of" Moleaworth's Court," in Fiebambte-street : his son 
John, the second Viscount, bom in 1679, was, in 1710, de- 
spatched as Envoy Extraordinary from Great Britain to Tus- 
cany, and subsequently appointed Ambassador at Florence, 
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Venice, and Switzeriand, which offices he held till his death 
in 1727. Bitfloo ascribea to him the song commencing 

" ALneria'a &ce, her sliape, her air, 

With charms resiBtlesB womid the heart ; 
In vain yon for defence prepare, 
When from her eyes Love shoots his dart." 

Park observes " that he is likely to have written more from 
having turned this so well." Hte successor, Richard, third 
Viscount Molesworth, designed by his &ther ibr the law, fled 
fiom the Temple to Flanders, and served as a volunteer in the 
allied army there ontit he obtuned an enwgncy, and was ap- 
pconted Aide-de-camp to the Duke of Marlborough, whose 
life he saved attbeBattleofBamilliesin 1706. After serving 
with distinction throughout all the campaigns in Flanders, and 
agunst the Scots at Preston, he was iq>pointed Lieutenant- 
Qeneral and Commander-in-chief of the troops in Ireland, and 
Field Marshal ofhis Majesty's Forces; bis death took place in 
1758; five years subsequent to which Lady Molesworth and 
several ofhis children fell victims to an aocndental fire in Lon- 
don. The building of Molesworth-street was completed before 
the middle of the last century, and its inhabitants were then 
people of the highest rank in the dty. 

Among the earliest residents in Molesworth-street was 
Kchard Parsons, a man of humour and frolic, created in 1718 
first Earl of Bosse. His lordship was a candidate for the hand 
of Elizabeth, Duchess of Albemarle, who, inberitiog an im- 
mense estate, and, being of weak intellect, determined to 
marry only a soverdgn prince ; she became, however, the wife 
of Balph, Lord Montagu, who courted and married her as 
Emperor of China ; and to the time of her death she was con- 
stantly served on the knee as a monarch, CoUey Gibber 
made this affiiir the subject of his comedy, styled " The 
Double Gallant ; or, Kck Lady's Cure ;" and Lord Bosse was 
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said to have written the following lines on the marriage of the 
Duchess with Lord Montagu : — 

" Insiilting rival, never boaet 

Thy conqaest lately won ; 
No wonder if her heart was lost : 

Her BensoB first were gone. 
From one that's under Bedlam's laws. 

What glory can be had ? 
For love of thee was not the cause ; ' 

It proves that she'was mad." 

" The late Earl of Boeee," says a writer of the middle of the 
last centuiy, " was, in character and disposition, like the 
humorous Earl of Rochester ; he had an infinite fund of wit, 
great spirits, and a liberal heart ; was fond of all the vices which 
the beau monde call pleasures, and by those means first im- 
piured his fortune as much as he posdbly could do; and 
finally, his health, beyond rep^r. To recite any part of his 
wit here is impossible, though I have heard much of it, but as 
it ^tber tended to blasphemy, or, at the best, obscenity, it is 
better where it is. A nobleman could not, in so censorious a 
place as Dublin, lead a life of rackets, brawls, and midnight 
confusion, without bdng a general topic for reproach, and 
having fifty thousand faults invented to complete the num- 
ber of those he had : nay, some asserted, that he dealt with 
the Devil ; established a Hell-fire Club at the Eagle Tavern on 
Cork-hill ; and that one Worsdale, a mighty innocent, fitcetious 
punter, who was indeed only the agent of his gallantry, was a 
party concerned. Be it as it will, his Lordship's character vm 
torn to pieces everywhere, except at the Groom Porter's, where 
he was a man of honour ; and at the taverns, where none sur- 
passed him in generouty. Having led this life till it brought 
htm to death's door, his ndghhour, the Bev. John Mad- 
den [Vicar of St Anne's and Dean of Kilmore], a man of 
exemplary piety and virtue, having heard his Lordship was 
given over, thought it his duty to write him a very pathetic 
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tetter, to remind him of hia past life, the porticuhira of wluch 
he mentioned, such u pro6igacy, gaming, drinkiDg, rioting, 
turning day into night, blaspheming his Maker, and, in abort, 
all manier of vrickednese ; and exhorting him in the tendereat 
manner to employ the few momenta that remiuned to him, in 
penitentlycon^aing his manifold transgresaiona, and soliciting 
his pardon from an offended Deity, before whom he was shortly 
to appear. It is neceaaary to acquaint the reader, that the 
late Earl ofKildarewasone of the moat pious noblemen of the 
age, and in every respect a contrast m character to Lord Roaae. 
When the latter, who retained his senses to the last moment, 
and died rather for want of breath than want of spirits, read 
over the Dean's letter (which came to him under cover ), he 
ordered it to be put in another paper, sealed up, and directed 
to the Earl of Kildare : he likewise prevailed on the Dean's 
servant to carry it, and to say it oune from his master, which 
he was encouraged to do by a couple of guineas, and his know- 
ing notlung of its contents. Lord Kildare was an effeminate, 
puny little man, extremely formal and delicate, insomuch that 
when he was married to liady Mary O'Brien, one of the moat 
shining beauties then in the world, he would not take hia wed- 
ding gloves off to embrace her. From this single instance 
may be judged with what aurpriae and indignation he read over 
the Dean's letter, containing so many accusations for crimes he 
knew himself entirely innocent of. He first ran to his lady, 
and informed her that Dean Madden was actually mad ; to 
prove which, he delivered her the epistle he had just received. 
Her Ladyship was as much confounded and amazed at it as he 
could poaaibly be, but withal observed the letter was not writ^ 
ten in the style of a madman, uid advised him to go to the 
Archbishop of Dublin [Dr. John Hoadly] about it. Accord- 
ingly, hia Lordsliip ordered bis coach, and went to the episco- 
pal palace, where he found his Grace at home, and imme- 
diately accosted him in this manner : * Pray, my Lord, did you 
ever hear that I was a blasphemer, a profligate, a gamester, a 
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rioter, and everytliiag that's baae and infiunoua ?* * Yon* my 
Lord,' eud the Bishop, * every ooe knows that 70a are the pat- 
tern of humility, godliness, andvirtue.' * Well, my Lord, what 
satiafiiction can I have of a learned and reverend diviae, who, 
under his own hand, lays all this to my charge ?* ' Surely,' 
answered his Grace, < no man in hie senses, that knew your 
I<ordship, would presume to do it ; and if any clergyman has 
been guilty of such an oflfence, yonr Lordship will have satis- 
fection from the spiritual court.' Upon this, Lord Kildaie 
delivered to hia Grace the letter, which he told him was that 
morning delivered by the Dean's servant, and which both the 
Archbishop and the Earl knew to be Dean Madden's hand- 
writing. The Archbishop immediately sent for the Dean, 
who, happening to be at home, instantly obeyed the summons* 
Before he entered the room, his Grace advised Lord £tldare 
to walk into another apartment, while he discoursed the gen- 
tleman about it, which his Lordship accordingly did. When 
the Dean entered, his Grace, looking very sternly, demanded 
*if he had wrote that letter?' The Dean answered, < I did, 
my Lord.' ' Mr. Dean, I always thought you a man of sense 
and prudence, but this unguarded action must lessen yon in 
the esteem of all good men ; to throw out so many causeless in- 
vectives ^lunst the most unblemished nobleman in Eun^pe, 
and accuse him of crimes to which he and hie &mily have ever 
been strangers, must cerbunly be the effect of a distempered 
bnun: besides, ur, you have by this means laid yourself open 
to a prosecution in the ecclenastical court, which will d.t)ier 
oblige yon publicly to recant what you have sud, or give up 
your possessions in the Churdi/ < My Lord,' auswered the 
Dean, * I never either think, act, or write anything, for which 
I am afriud to be called to an account before any tribunal upon 
earth ; and if I am to be prosecuted for discharging the duties 
of my f imction, I will suffer patiently the severest penalties in 
justification uf it.' And eo saying, the Dean retired with some 
emotion, and left the two noblemen as much in the dark aa 
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erer. Lord Kildare went home, and sent for a proctor of the 
Bpiritoal court, to whom he committed the Dean's lett«r, and 
ordered a dtation to be sent to him as soon as posable. In 
the meantinie the Archbishop, who knew the Dean had a 
iunilj to provide for, and foresaw that ruin must attend his 
entering into a suit with so powerful a person, went to his 
house, and recommended him t« ask my Lord's pardon, before 
the matter became public * Ask his pardon,' stud the Dean, 
* why the mao ts dead !* ' What I Lord Kildare dead I' ' No, 
liord Rosse.* * Good God,' sud the Archbishop, * did you not 
send a letter yesterday to Lord Kildare ?' ' No, truly, my 
Lord, but I sent one to the unhappy Earl of Bosse, who waa 
then ^ven over, and I thought it my duty to write to him in 
the manner I did.' Upon examining the Bervant, the whole 
mistake waa rectified, and the Dean saw, with real regret, that 
Lord Bosse died as he had lived ; nor did he continue in this 
life above four hours after he sent off the letter. The poor foot- 
man lost his place by the jest, and was, indeed, the only suf- 
ferer for my Lord's last piece of humour." 

The death of Lord Bosse occurred in Molesworth-street, 
on the 21st of June, 1741, two days after which he was pri- 
vately interred in St. Anne's Church. James Worsdale, the 
associate of Lord Bosse, had studied under Six Godfrey 
Kneller, with whose niece he eloped. " In the beginning of 
his manhood he went to Ireland, where he met with more 
eucccBB as an artbt than he deserved; hut his poignant table- 
chat and conviviality begat him many admirers, among whom 
Lord Blayney stood the most conspicuous. It was his custom, 
when a portr^t was finished, and not pud for, to chalk the 
surface over with intersected lines, which conveyed the appear- 
ance of the subject being in prison, and this was exhibited 
continually in his punting-room, until shame or pride induced 
the parties concerned to liberate the effigy, by paying the 
artist. I have heard," says our authority, " it was he who in- 
troduced the practice of demanding one half of the general 
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Bum at the first eitdng. Hia talents as a paiater were moon* 
riderable. He was appointed Master Fainter to the Board of 
Ordnance through the influence of Sir Edward Walpole, who 
had been accused of a detestable crime, but Woredale disco- 
Tered the conspiracy against hia patron's honour, and by great 
«ddi«8S and incessant paina brought the delinquents to justice. 
To effect this, he lodged on Safiron-hill, as a haymaker from 
Munster, and in the Mint, Southwork, as the widow of a re- 
cruiting sergeant from Sligo." Worsdale is believed to have 
been the person who, disguised as a ^'clergyman, with a lawyer's 
band," duped the notorious Curll in the affiur of Alexander 
Pope's letters. 

The manuscript Viceregal accounts of William, Duke of 
Devonshire, in the author's possession, contain the following 
entries relative to Worsdale: — "July 21, 1738, pwd Mr. 
James Worsdale for drawing your Grace's picture for Mrs. 
Conolly, thirty guineas— £34 2$. 6d. April 24, 1740, paid 
Mr. James Worsdale for your Grace's picture and frame, 
drawn by him for the Boyal Hospital, forty guineas — £45 1 Of. 
April 34, pud him in full for the frame, upon Mr. Dance's 
enquiry about the value of it, six guineas — £6 \6t. Gd." A 
privately printed Dublin satire, of the year 1740, oont^ns the 
following allusion to the punter : — 

" Tho' Woradale is for satiie too Dbscnre, 
UoBt-he unccnsuT'd artftilly procure ? 
Freqaent, as painter, his employer's house. 
And thence delude hia mistreee or his spouse ? 
True to the lover's procreating cause. 
He breaks all ties, all hospitable laws. 
And pimps, reajstiess, while his pencil draws." 

Worsdale instituted a suit for libel agunst James Wynne and 
MatbewGardiner.the supposed authors of this satire, who were, 
however, acquitted in the King's Bench in February, 1742. 
In the preceding year, Luke Gardiner, Master of the Bevels in 
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Ireland, ^pointed Worsdale his deputy in that ofEce, a poet 
for which he was well adapted, having writt^i a number of 
Btmgo, ballads, and — " A Care for a Soold," ballad opera, 
1735 ; " The Asaembly," a faroe, in which the author acted 
the part of "Old Lady Scandal." He also wrote "The 
Queen of Spain," a moucal entertainment, 1744; "The 
Extravagant JuBtice," a &rce; and " Gasconado the Great," 
a tragi'Comedy, 1769. Many of the compoaitions published 
aa his own were sud to have been written for him by Mrs. 
Letitia I^lkington. Worsdale died in June, 1767, and waa 
boned in St. Paul's, Covent-garden, with the following 
epitaph of his own compoution : — 

" Eager to get, but not to keep the pelf, 
A fiiend to all mankind, except himBelf." 

The family of Parsons continued to reude in Moleswortb- 
street for some years subsequent to the death of the first IJarl 
of Boese, by the death of whose son Bichard, in 1764, the 
title became extinct, and was conferred, in 1772, onSirBalph 
Gore, after whose decease the peerage was restored, in 1806, 
to the predecessor of William Parsons, ita present distinguished 
representative. 

On the western ude of Molesworth-street stood " Kerry 
House," the reudence of the fiunily of Fitz Maurice. Thomas 
FitzMaarice, twenty-first Lord of Kerry, was created Viscount 
Clan Maurice and Earl of Kerry, in 1722; in his house died, 
in the year 1707, John Lord Cotts, one of the most valiant 
soldiers of hb time, who acquired the name of the " Salamander" 
from the great intrepidity which he displayed amidst a mur- 
derous discharge of artillery at the siege of Namur, in 1696. 
Cutta received the title of J^ron of Gowran from William III., 
and during part of Anne's reign, held the office of Com- 
mander-in-chief of the British troops on the Continent, his 
vrithdrawal from which, by being appointed Commander of the 
Forces in, and one of the Lords Justices of Ireland, in 1705, 
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was Boppoeed to have cauaed his death. He pidili^ied a ed- 
lection of verses in the year 1687, under the title of" Poetioal 
Exerdsee," and having obtiuned a captain's commisuon for Sir 
Richard Steele, the httter dedicated to him his theoretical 
treatise named the *' Christian Hero ;" and in the " Tatlw " 
qnoted his Lcwdship's love verses as thoee of " honest Cynthio, 
a man of wit, good sense, and fortune." Lord Cutts " hath 
abnnduioe of wit," stud a writer in 1703, " but too muoh adzed 
with vanity and self-conodt ; he is affiJble, fiuniUar, and very 
brave. Few considerable actions happened in this aswell as the 
last war in which he was not, and hath been wounded in all the 
actions where he served ; is esteemed to be a mi^ty vigilant 
officer, and for putting the military orders in execution ; he is 
pretty tall, lusty, welUshaped, and an agreeable companion ; 
hath great revenues, yet so very expensive, as always to be in 
debt ; towards fifty years old." 

The first Earl of Kerry married Anne, only daughter to 
Sr William Petty, through which alliance the estates and 
honours of the Shelbume family subsequently passed to the 
Fitz Maurices. Lady Kerry was one of Swift's most inti- 
mate friends; and the following details, connected with this 
&mi]y, illustrate the style in which the establishments of the 
Irish nobility were muntained in the early part of the last 
century. 

"Dublin, March the 24th, 1732-3 — We have been in- 
formed that the Hon. John Ktz Maurice, Esq., High Sheriff 
of the county of Kerry, lecdved the Judges of As«ze at the 
bounds of the county, in a most magnificent and splendid 
manner, the particulars of which are as follow : — Two running 
footmen led the way, being clothed in white, vrith thdr black 
caps dressed with red ribbons, and red sashes with deep fringes. 
Four grooms leading four stately horses with embroidered 
caparisons, thdr manes and tiuls dressed with roses of red 
ribbons. A page in scarlet, laced with silver, bearing the 
Sheriff's white rod. The High Sheriff in scarlet, his sword 
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hanging in a broad shoulder-belt of a criniBon Telvet, covered 
with Bilver lace, mount«d on a very beautiful horse, having a 
Turkish bridle, with reins of green ralk intermized with gold, 
the caps and hounngs of green velvet, that was almost covered 
with gi^d lace, and bordered with a deep gold fringe. Two 
trumpets in green, profusely laced with ^ver. Twelve livery 
men, in the colours of the family,mouDted on black horses, from 
£20 to £40 price, with long tiuls, which, as well as their 
manes, were decked with roses of red ribbons; the caps and 
hounngs having a centanr in brass, which is the crest of the 
filtz Manrices. They had short horsemeD's wigs of one cut, 
with gold laced hats. Their back-swords hung in l»wid buff 
belts. Their cravats or stocks wexe black, fiistened with two 
large gilt buttons behind. Each had a brace of pistols, and 
a bright carabine banging in a bucket on his right side, with a 
stopper in the muzzle, of red mixed with white, that looked 
not unlike a tulip ; his riding coat, with a scarlet cape and gilt 
buttons, vras rolled up behind him. The Earl of Kerry's 
gentleman of the horse single, mounted on a veiy fine bay 
horse. The steward, wuting-gentlemen, and other domestics 
of the Ixird Kerry. This cavalcade of the Earl's own family, 
and all mounted out of bis own stable, to the number of 
thirty-Sve, being passed, there followed another of the gentle- 
men of the country, which was very considemble, there being 
about twenty led horses, with field doths, attending them. 
But the day proved very un&vourable, and all this pomp and 
gallantry of equipage was forced to march under a heavy and 
continued nun to Idstowel, where the High Sheriff had jim- 
pared a sfdendid enterbunment, consisting of one hundred and 
twenty dishes, to solace the judges and gentlemen after thor 
fatigues, which it seems they greatly wanted, for the roads 
were so heavy and deep, by reason of the exces^ve nun, that 
the judges were forced to leave their coach, and betake them- 
selves to their saddle-horses. But th^r repast was short, for 
tidings being brought that the River Fayl was swelling apace, 
s 2 
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they soon remouoted, id order to peas over while it was 
fordable." 

In 1768 " Eeny House," in MoleswortlMtreet, came into 
the poaaeeutm of Anthony Foster, eldest eon of John Foster, 
of Dunleer, appointed in 1760 CUef Baron of the Irish Ex- 
chequer, a post which be resigned m 1 776 ; and was sacoeeded 
in his house here, on lus death in 1778 b; his son, John 
Foster, who was bom in 1740, educated at Trinity CoU^e, 
Dublb, elected Member for the borough of Dunleer at the age 
of eighteen, and called to the bar in 1766. In IT68, John 
Foster was returned as representative forthecounty of Louth, 
ten years subsequent to which he was appointed Chturman 
of the Parliamentary Committee of Supply. Under the pre- 
dominant English influence, Foster, for a time, opposed Irish 
Free Trade and Independence ; but he subseqaently was 
the author of excellent measures, supporting the com trade, 
the linen and cotton manufactures of Ireland. In 1785 he 
was elected Speaker of the Irish House of Commons, by his 
curtailment of the gallery of which he acquired ao unpopu- 
larity augmented by his opposition to the emancipation of 
the Catholics, and hie violence towards the people in 1798i 
Foster's enei^tio oppoution to the Union gtuned him the 
public favour in 1799, and after the debate in the Commons 
in January of the latter year, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Common Coun<ul of Dublin, went in state to his house 
in Molesworth-street, amidst the acclamations of thousands of 
BpectatOTS,the band playing "Long live the King," to deliva: 
an address to him, as an honest man and lover of bis country, 
fbr not voting away the liberty and independence of Ireland. 
On the same day, a numerous body of the merchants and 
traders of the city of Dublin vrent in prooesdon from the 
Royal Exchange to Foster's residence, and also presented him a 
most respectful address, to the like purport. Foster's portmt 
was excellently engraved by Brocas, in the centre of a large 
broadside issued by Vincent Dowling, printed b red and black, 
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entitled a "List of the Members of both Houaee of (he Iriah 
Parliiunent who voted on the motion for an Address to his 
Majesty, acceding to the discusedon of a plan for a I^egislatiTe 
Union with Great Britiun, on the ever memorable 23rd and 
26th of January, 1799." The Speaker's portrut is endrded 
by oak-leaves uid shamrocks, with a wreath of the latter above 
his head ; below, the mace of the House of Commons croeedng 
the cap and wand of Liberty, with two scroUs inscribed — 
" Lish Constitution obtained in 1782. Preserved in the de- 
feat of an Union, 1 799 ;" underneath, '* The Bight Honour- 
able John Foster, Speaker of the House of Commons. 
Dedicated to the glorious 111 Lish Commoners, who, on the 
26th of January, 1799, saved the legisUtive independence of 
thdr country." 

Foster's profound knowledge of the resources and trade of 
Ireland was evinced in his elaborate and unanswerable argu- 
ments against the Union, of which, as already noticed, he conti. 
Dued to the last a determined opponent. As a speaker, he was 
calm and firm, posses^g Uttle eloquence, but reasoning with 
calmness and accuracy. Foster was appointed Chancellor of 
the Exchequer of Ireland afler the retirement of Isaac Cony, 
and was created Baron Oriel of Collon, county of Louth, in 
1821. The Boyal Dublin Sodety possesses a full-length por- 
tnut in oil of Foster, whose likeness was engraved in oval by 
Maguire; also at full length, in the Speaker's robes, by C. 
Hodges, in 1 792, from a punting by C.G. Stuart. Foster's only 
son, Thomas Henry, Viscount Ferrard, having married Via- 
countess Massereene, assumed the name of Skeffington,and died 
in 1643. His eldest son, now ViscountMassereene, enjoys also 
the titles of Baron of Lough Neagh, Viscount Ferrard, Baron 
Oriel in the Peer^e of Ireland, and Boron Oriel, of Ferrard, 
in the Peerage of England. In the *' Dublin Fenny Journal," 
volume ii., page 259, wilt be found an engraving of the 
Speaker's residence, the site of which is now occupied by the 
three bouses known as 29, 30, and 31, Molesworth-street. 



itizecy Google 



268 HIBTORT OF THE CITT OF DDBLIM. " 

Dr. John Van Leweo, the sod of a Dutch pbyndan, who 
had aooideDtally settled in Ireland at tbe cloee of the seven- 
teenth century, also dwelt in Molesworth-atreet. Van Leweo 
studied at Lejden under BoerhaTe, aad became very eminent 
in his profesuon, being the only accoucheur in Dublin daring 
the earlypart of the last century. He was elected Preudent of 
the College of Fbysictane in 1734, and died at his house here 
in 1736 ; his daughter Letitia, who became the wife of the 
Bev. Matthew IHIkington, was well known in the last century 
by her misfortunes and her writinge. 

Lieutenant-general Gerras Parker, Coounander of the 
Forces in Ireland, whose only daughter married Amyas Busfae, 
of Kil&ne, author of " Soorates," a dramatic poem, rended 
here in 1746; and in Molesworth-street, until his death in 
1 756, the Rev. Roger Ford kept a school of great reputation, 
at which were educated fiobert Jepfason, author of the 
" Count of Narbonne;" and Edmond Malone, the commen- 
tator on Shakspeaie, both of whom took leading parts in the 
private theatricals p^ormed m this academy, under the super- 
intendence of Macklin. 

In Molesworth-street, till late in the last century, was the 
town residence of tbe femily of Yeeey, membersof which, &om 
theyear 1734, enjoyed the ofiSceofComptroUer and Accountant- 
Greneral of the Irish Revenue. Agmondisham Vesey, the first 
of his family appointed to that post, married the hwess of 
William Sarefield, of Luoan, by his wife Mary, sister to the 
unfortunate Duke of Monmouth. Tbe present Earl of Lucan 
is descended from Vesey'a daughter Anne, wife of Sir John 
Bingham. Bingham's desertion of the cause of James II. 
has been said mainly to have caused the loss of the battle of 
Aughrim, but this statement is totally unibunded, as he held 
no rank in the Jacobite army. Dis conduct in Parliament was 
thus satirized in 1736 : — 

" There observe the tribe of Bingbom, 
For be never ffuls to bring 'em ; 
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While ho sleeps the irhole debate. 
The; Bobmiaaiye round him vait ; 
Yet would gUdty see the hnnka 
In hia grare, and search tus trunks; 
See, they gently twitch his coat, 
Just to yawQ and give his vote. 
Always firm in this vocation, 
For the court against the nation." 

To Lady Bingham's artietic acquirements we are indebted 
for the portrait of ber gnind-imcle, Patrick Sarsfield, the 
Jacobite Earl of Lucan. From this painting, which, in the 
last century, was in the possession of Sir Charles Bingham, 
of Caetlebar, an admirable engraving was executed by F. 
Tilliard, a French artist. 

In Moleaworth-atreet dwelt Arthur Dawson, a native of 
Ireland, called to the Bar in 1723, and appointed Baron of the 
Exchequer in 1741, a poet which he rengned in 1768. Daw- 
eon was one of the judges who tned the ease in ejectment of 
James Annesley agunat the Earl of Anglesey in 1743, already 
noticed. John Carteret Pilkington, who was well acquainted 
with Daweon, telle us that — " The Baron was a gentleman of 
8 grave, reeerved, and penetrating aspect, though extremely 
huidsome both in bis person and countenance ; but he had 
such ao unbounded flow of real wit and true humour, that he 
said more good things in half an hour, and forgot them the 
next, than half the comic writers in the world have introduced 
into their plays ; and, what added to the delight such an enter- 
twnment must afford, was, that it was all geniune, unstudied, 
and concise ; so that while he sat, ' Laughter holding both hie 
sides,' he appeared himself with tbe same steadfastness that ac- 
companied him on the bench as a judge : and so happy was this 
greatmanin thetaleutof unbending his mind, that he could even 
make companions of hia son and myself, though both so young 
and giddy ; nay, he would adapt his discourse exactly to our 
d^rec of comprehension, and by that means became master of 
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our minutest thoughts. He," adds Pilkington, ** has vran- 
dered with ua for hours through his wide domfuns, leaped 
over ditchee, looked for birds' nests, flown a kite, fOid played 
at marbles : he ought is this respect be compared to that great 
Boman, who, when called on to serve the Senate, was found 
toying amongst bis children." 

The following song, standing unrivalled among the com- 
positions of its age and class in the English language, was 
composed by Baron Dawson on Thomas Morris Jones, owner 
of the estate of Monyglos, so styled from (be Irish, Muma-glaa 
— the green brake : — 

" Ye good fellows all 
Who love to be told where there's darct good store, 
Attend to the call of one who's ne'er frighted. 
But greatly delighted with six bottles more : 
fie sore yoa don't pass the good house Uonyglas, 
Which the jolly red god so peculiarly owbb ; 
'Twill well suit your humour, for pray what wou'd you moro. 
Than mirth with good claret, and bumpers, Squire Jonos ? 

" Ye lovers who pine 
For lasses who oft prove as cruel as fair, 
Who whimper and whine for lilies and rosee, 
With eyes, lips and noses, or tip of an ear : 
Come hither, I'll show you, how Fhillis and Chloe, 
No more shaU occasion such sighs and such groans ; 
For what mortal so stupid as not to quit Cupid, 
When coU'd by good claret, and bumpers. Squire Jones ! 

" Ye poets who write, 
And brag of your drinking fam'd Helicon's brook, 
Tho' all yoa get by't is a dinner oft-times, 
In reward for your rhymes, with Humphiy the Duke : 
Learn Sacchus to follow, and quit your Apollo, 
Forsake all the Uuses, those senseless old drones ; 
Our jingling of glasses your rhyming surpasses. 
When crown'd with good claret, and bumpers, Squire Jonce '. 

" Yc soldiers so stout. 
With plenty of oaths, tho' no plenty of coin. 



itizecy Google 



HOLKSWORTH-STBEKT. 21 

Who make such a rout, of all ;onr commanders, 
Who eerred as in Flanders, and eke at the Boyne : 
Come, leave off jour rattling, of sieging and battling, 
And know yon'd much better to Bleep with whole bones. 
Were you sent to Gibraltar, your note you'd soon alter, 
And wish for good claret and bumpers, Squire Jones ! 

" Te Clei^ so wise, 
Who mysteries profound can demonatratfl dear, 
How worthy to rise, you preach once a week. 
But your tithes never seek above once in a year : 
Come here without foiling, and leave off your railing 
'Qunst Biahope providing for dull stupid drones ; 
Says the text so divine, what ia life without wine 7 
Then away with the claret, a bumper, Squire Jones ! 

' ' Ye lawyetB so just. 
Be the cause what it will who so learnedly plead, 
How worthy of trust, you know black from whit«. 
Yet prefer wrong to right, aa you're chanc'd to be fee'd. 
Leave musty Beports, and forsake the King's Courts, 
Where Dulnese and Discord have set up their thrones. 
Bum Balkeld and Ventfis, with all your damn'd entries, 
And away with the claret, a bumper, Squire Jones ! 

" Ye physical tribe, 
Whose knowledge consists in hard words and grimace. 
Whene'er you prescribe, have at your devotion 
Pills, bolus or potion, be what will the case : 
Pray where is the need to pui^, blister, and bleed f 
Wh<m ailing yourselves, the whole foculty owns. 
That the forms of old Galen are not so prevailing, 
As mirth with good claret, and bumpers, Squire Jones !' 

" Ye fox-hunters, eke. 
That follow the call of the bom and hound, 
Who your ladies forsake before they're awake. 
To beat up the brake, where the vermin is found : 
Leave I^per and Blueman, shrill Duchess and Tmcman, 
No music is found in such dissonant tones; 
Would you ravish your ears with the songs of the spheres, 
Hark-awny to the claret, a bumper. Squire Jones !" 
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Of the ori^ of tbie song, which may be ascribed to the 
year l727i the following account was given by the late Deao 
of St. Patrick's, a collateral descendant of the Baron, who, 
however, overlooked the fact that Carolao's death took place 
three years before Dawson had been promoted to the bench :— 

" Carohm and Baron Dawson happened to be enjoying 
together, with others, the hospitalities of Squire Jones at 
MoneyglasB, and slept in rooms adjacent to each other. The 
bard, being called upon by the company to compose a song or 
tune in honour of their host, undertook to comply with thor 
request, and, on retiring to his apartment, took his harp with 
him, and, under the inspiration of copious libations of hie 
&voorite liquor, not only produced the melody now known as 
* Bumper, Squire Jones,' but also very indifferent English 
words to it. While the bard was thus employed, however, the 
judge was not idle. Being possessed of a fine musical ear, as 
well as of considerable poetical talents, fae not only fixed the 
melody on bis memory, but actually wrote the noble song now 
incorporated with it, before he retired to rest. The result may 
be antidpated. At break&st on the following morning, when 
Carolan sang and played his composition, Baron Dawson, to 
the astonishment of all present, and of the bard in particular, 
stoutly denied the cUim of Carolan to the melody, charged him 
with audacious piracy, both musical and poetical, and, to prove 
the fact, sang the melody to his own words, amidst the joyous 
shouts of approbation of all his hearers — the enraged bard ex- 
cepted, who vented his execrations in curses on the judge both 
loud and deep." 

Baron Dawson, who for many years represented the county 
of Londonderry in the Parliament of Ireland, died at his house 
in Molesworth-street in 1776. He was succeeded by his 
nephew, Arthur Dawson, whose son, Henry Richard, became 
Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin. 

In Molesworth-street, in the early part of the reign of 
George III., was the residence of Kane O'Hara, the distin- 
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guished burletta-writer, a member of the tribe of O'Hara, or 
Ua A-Eoffhra, which deeceoded Stom Cian oi Kaoe, son of 
OliolOlum, EongofMuneter in the third century, and received 
tbeir Bumame from Eaghm, or Hftra, lord of Liiighne or 
Leynj, in tbe county of Sligo. Dr. O'Donovan tells ua that 
" according to Duald Mac Firbis, Feargbal mor O'Hara, who 
erected Teach- Teampla, now Temple-houee, was tbe eleventh 
in descent from thb Eoffkra, and Cion or Kean O'Uarai who 
waa living in 1666, was the eighth in descent from that Fear- 
gbal." In 1706, Charles O'Hara, a distingubhed soldier, was 
oreated Baron of Tirawtey ; and CaroUn, in his song entitled 
Ci^an Vi h-Eoffkra, baa eulogized, as follows, the boepitality 
of Kane O'Hara of Nymphsfield, county of Sligo : — 

"Oht were I at rest 
Amidst Aran's green isles. 
Or in climes where the summer 
Unchanginglv smiles i 
Tho' treasures and dainties 
Might come at a call, 
StiU O'Hara's full cup 
I would prize more than all." 

The author of " lliUdas" held a distinguished poution in 
tbe feabionable <urcleB of Dublin in the last century ; and, being 
a very skilful musician, be was eleoted Vice-President of the 
Musical Academy, founded munly through his exertions, in 
1758. In tbe succeeding year he produced his celebrated 
burletta of " Midas," at a series of private theatricals performed 
at tbe seat of Mr. Brownlow, at Lurgan, county of Armagh. 
It originally consisted of one act, commentdng with tbe fall of 
Apollo from tbe clouds ; tbe author played the part of " Pan," 
the other characters being filled by members of the family and 
their reUtions. " AUdas" was produced at Crow-etreet Theatre 
in 1762, with tbe object of throwing ridicule on the Italian 
burlettaa, which were then filling the coffers of Mossop, Ma- 
nager of the rival theatre in Smock-alley. " Spranger Barry 



itizecy Google 



268 »isTonT OF thb citt of ddblin. 

waa to h&ve performed ^eno in ' Midas,' and rehearsed it 
Beveral times, but not being equal to the musical part, gave it 
up, and it was played by Bobert Corry, a &vourite public 
nnger. The first cast was thus : — Apollo, VernoD ; Midas, 
Bobert Mahon; Dametus, Oliver; Fan, Morris; Daphne, 
Miss Elliott ; Nysa, Miss Polly Young (afterwards married 
to Barthelemon, the fine violin performer) ; and Mysis, Miss 
MacD^ (afterwards Mrs. Hawtrey). * Midas' is made up of 
Dublin jokes and by-sayings, but irresistibly homorous." 

When first produced, the whole dialogue was delivered in 
recitative, and it was a task of some difficulty for a Manager 
to find a company capable of thua giving it with efiect ; thai 
the author was tenacuous in having it so represented appears 
from the following letter, dated 4th April, 1777, <rom O'Hara 
to the Manager of the Musical Department of Crow-street 
Theatre:— 

" Sir, — Mr. Byder is under the most solemn promise that 
it is possible for one Christian to make to another, that he will 
exhibit the burletta of Midas exactly with the same recitatives 
accompaniments, and ura, as it was originally performed in 
Covent-garden, after the score which I sent to Mr. Beard. In 
consequence of said promise, I sometime ago lent Mr. Ryder 
my copy of the original score, which, I presume, now lies, or 
ought to lie, before you ; this is, thereibre, to inform you, Sir, 
that I am under the strongest irrcmissible oath, taken in your 
son's presence, that I will invariably hold Mr. Byder to the 
letter of that promise (that is to say, if he produce the piece 
according to his advertisements, as he has engaged himself to 
the public to do). Sir, Ido hereby give you notice, that if any 
actor or actress, or musical performer of Mr. Ryder's company, 
shall presume to alter, or add, or to omit any word or note, io 
air or recitative, other than they shallbefound in the copy which 
I delivered to Mr. Ryder ; or if he, or she, or the prompter, 
take the liberty of any variation, I do hereby authorize and re- 
quire }'0u to demand in my name their parts from them and 
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return to me ; except, that I do hereby appoint that Fan's song 
in the trial be changed to ' Pox on your pother about this or 
that,' and the catch be changed to ' Master Poll, with bis tol 
der ol.' Upon the above terms, and upon them only, will I erer 
consent that Midas shall appear from my score as a fiiU piece. 
It is fit that you should be thus authentically made acqafunt«d 
with my fixed resolution, because you are, by agreement, to be 
mnmcal conductor of it ; and I desire that you will make Mr. 
Byder likewise acquuoted with it, that when he oo^ee it in the 
green-room, any blame or dissatistaction arising from it amongst 
his company may be placed to my account Tbeir parts are 
cast in the following manner, viz. : — Juno, Mr. Taylor j Mysis, 
Mr. Thompson ; Daphne, Mrs. Webster ; Nysa, Miss Potter ; 
Midas, Mr. Ryder; Apollo, Mrs. Webster; Sileno, Mr. 
Wilder; Dametas, Mr. Keeffe; Pan, Mr. Owenson ; Mercory, 
Mr. Wilks; Jupiter, Mr. Stanton; Momua, Mr. Keeffe. I 
am sure I need not recommend the utmost care to you in the 
musical instruction of the performers, but I must recommend 
and authorize your being extremely peremptory in enfordng 
the observance of these my condiUons. — I am, ^, &c, 

£. aHARA. 

" I propose to be present at every representation, accom- 
panied by some fiiends, who will take their cue of clapping or 
hissing from me ; and you may assure the company of the 
Aeatre, that any deviation on their part will be reprimanded' 
in the most marked mode of disapprobation." 

A Dublin writer in 1773 described O'Hara as having the 
appearance of an old fbp, with spectacles and an antiquated 
wig; adding that he was, notwithstanding, a polite, sensible, 
agreeable man, foremost and chief modulator in all fashion- 
able entertainments ; the very pink of gentility and good 
breeding, and a veiy necessary man in every party for amuse- 
ment ; and but that he was sometimes a little too long-winded 
in his narratives, be would have been a very amuHng compa- 
nion, as he seemed to be very well inibrmed. 
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The extremely meagre ooticea of O'Hus extant contun 
no reference to hie skill ae an ardst, of yrhldi we have a spe- 
cimen in his etching of Or. William King, Arohbisbop of 
Dublin, in a wig and cap, of which portrait a copy has been 
made by Richardson. " O'Hara was so remarkably tall, that 
among his intimate friends in Ireland he was ni<^named 
* St. Patrick's steeple.' At one time, Qirardini's Italian glee 
was extremely popular, and sung everywhere, in public and 
private. The words in Italian are: — 

" Yivan tutte le vezzose 
Donne, amabile, amorose, 
Che no' hanno cmdelti." 

It was parodied, and for the last line they substituted 
this: — 

" Eane O'Hara's cruel taU." 

Michael Kelly further tells ub that — " Ksae O'Hara, the 
ingenious author of ' Midas,' had a puppet-show for the 
amusement of his friends; it was worked by a young mas 
of the name of Nick Marsh, who sang for ' Midas' and ■ Fan.' 
He was a fellow of infinite humour ; his parody on ' Shepherds, 
I have lost my love,' was equal to anytliing written by the well- 
known Captain Morris ; and, with many others of equal merit, 
will be long remembered for the rich vein of humour which 
characterizes it. The love of company, joined to a weak con- 
stitution, condemned this truly original genius to an early 
grave, regretted by all who knew him. In the performance 
of this fantoccini Isang the part of 'Daphne,' and was instructed 
by the author himself; the others were by other amateurs. 
It was quite the rage with all the people of fashion, who 
crowded nightly to see the gratuitous performance." — On the 
25th of October, 1 802, the burletta of ' Midas' was revived at 
Drury-tane Theatre, with unqualified approbation. It had a 
run the firstseason, of twenty-seven nights. Prom my earliest 
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days I was food of the music of 'Midas,' which> in m; opinion, 
is delightful. It was eodrely selected hj Kane O'Hara, who 
wasadistinguished musical amatenr; his adaptatioos were aot 
alone el^ant and tasteful, but evioced a thorough knowledge 
of stage effect. I have heard him, when a boy, sing at his own 
house in Dublin, with exquisite humour, the songs of Midas, 
Fan, and Apollo's drunken song of — 

" ' Be by yonr Mends advised, 
Too Iiarsh, too hoety dad ! 
Kaugre your bolte and wise head, 
The world will think yon mad.' 

"When I," continues Kelly, "acted the part of 'Apollo' 
at Drury-Iane, I formed my style of singing and acting that 
song from the recollection of his manner of singing it. The 
umple and pretty melody, ' Pray Goody, please to moderate 
the rancour of your tongue' (before I sang it at Drury-lane), 
was always aung in a quick jig time ; it struck me that the tur 
would be better slower, and I therefore resolved to sing it In 
the 'andantino grazioso' style, and added a repetition of the 
last bar of the atr, which I thought would gire it a more stage 
effect. When I rehearsed it the first time as I had arranged 
it, Mr. Kemble was on the stage, who, with all the performers 
in the piece, as well as the whole band in the orchestra, una 
voce, declared that the song ought to be sung in quick time, 
as it had ever been ; but I was determined to try it my own 
way, and I did so, and during the run of the piece it never 
missed getting a loud and unanimous encore. When ' Midas' 
was revived at Covent-garden Theatre, it was sung by Mr. 
Sinclmr In the exact time in which I eung it, and with deserved 
and addi^onal success. It is not, I believe, generally under- 
stood, tbat BouBseau was the composer of it." 

Id addition to " Midas," O'Hara wrote " The Golden Pip- 
pin," a burletta, 1773 ; *' The Two Misers," a musical farce, 
1775 ; " April Day," a burletta, 1777 i and " Tom Thumb," 
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1780, the very successful alteratioo of ileldiog's burleeque> 
with the additjon of songs. O'Hara'B death took place on 
17tb June, 1782, for some time pFeviouB to which he had been 
totally deprived of sight. " Kane O'Hara," says a recent 
English dramatic critic, *' was the very prince of burletta-wri- 
ters. His * Golden Pippin' la whimncal ; his lyrical additions 
to ' Tom Thumb* are every way worthy of that inimitable 
burlesque ; and lus ' Midas' is the most perfect thing of its 
kind in our language." O'Hara was also author of an un- 
finished ^/eu if e^^V, entitled, "Grigri, a true hutory, translated 
fitnn the Japonese into Portuguese by Didaquez Hadeceucs, 
companion to a mis«onary at Ycndo ; from Portaguese into 
French by the Abb^ du-Pot-a-beurre, Ahnoner to a Dutch ves- 
sel) on the whale-fishery ; and now, lastly, from the French 
into English, by the Rev. Doctor Turlogh O'Finane, Chaplain 
to an Irish Re^ment in the Turkish service. Forbidden by 
the fathers of the Holy Inquisition, and by all the stat«s and 
potentates upon earth to be printed anywhere, yet printedand 
published for the translator here and there, and everywhere. 
Sine ullo privilegio." The manuscript of this productbn 
was presented in 1762, by the author, to his intimate friend, 
Thomas Kennedy, Esq., of Clondalkin Castle, county of 
Dublin, whose representative published it in the "Irish 
Monthly Magaane" for 1832. 

At No. 11, now No. 13, Moleeworth-street, from the 
year 1781, was the residence of James Fitzgerald, a distin- 
guished lawyer, called to the Irish Bar in 1769, appointed 
Third Sergeant in 1778, Second Sergeant in 1783, and Prime 
Sergeant in 1786. One of his professional contemporaries 
tells us that Fitzgerald was at the very head of the Bar, aa 
Prime Sergeant of Ireland ; and adds : — " I knew him long in 
great practice, and never saw him giveup one case whilst it 
had a single point to rest upon, or he a puff of breath left to 
defend it ; nor did I ever see any barrister succeed, either in 
the whole or partially, in so many cases out of a given number 
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89 Mr. Fitzgerald ; and I can venture to eay (at least to think) 
that if the Right Honorable James Fitzgerald had been sent 
Rmbassador to Stockholm, in the place of the Kght Honorable 
Vesey Fitzgerald, hie cher gargon, he would have worked Ber- 
nadotte to the stuoipa, merely by treating him jast aa if he were 
a motion in the Court of IGxcheqaer." Government, having 
found that no bribes could induce Fitzgerald to lend his sanc- 
Uon to the proposed Union, dismissed him from o£Sce in 1 798 ; 
the Bar, however, passed a resolution thanking the Ex-Prime 
Sergeant *' for his noble conduct in preferring the good of his 
country to rank and emolument ;" and determined to allow 
bim the eame precedence which he had enjoyed when in office, 
the result of which was the occurrence of the foUowingi ncidcnt 
in the Court of Chancery : — 

" It was motion day, and, according to usage, the senior 
barrister present is called on by the Bench to make his motions, 
after which the next in precedence ia called, until the whole of 
the Bar have been called on, down to the youngest barrister. 
The Attorney and SolicitoD-Geaerals having made thdr mo- 
tions, the Chancellor called on Mr. Smith, the &ther of the 
bar, who bowed and siud Mr. Snurin had precedence of him ; 
he then called on Mr. Saurin, who bowed and said Mr. Pon- 
sonby had precedence of him ; Mr. Ponsonby, in like manner, 
said Mr. Curran hod precedence ; and Mr. Curran said he could 
not think of moving anything before Mr. Fitzgerald, who cer- 
tainly had precedence of him ; the Chancellor then called on 
Mr. E^tzgeraId,who bowed and smd he had no motion to make; 
and this caused the Chancellor to speak out : — ' I see, gentle- 
men, you have not relinquished the buaness ; it would be bet- 
ter at once for his Majesty's counsel, if they do not choose to 
conform to the regulations of the court, to resign thdr nlk 
gowns, than mt thus in a sort of rebellion agunst their sove- 
mgn, I dismiss the causes in which Uiese gentlemen are re- 
tained, with costs on both sides ;' and thus saying, Lord Clare 

VOL. ill. T 
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ieti the bench. The attorneys immediatclj determined they 
would not charge any costs." 

This honorary precedence was continued to FitEgerald until 
he deeired that it should be relinqtushed as injurious to the 
public bumnesB. In the House of Commons he epohe ably 
agaioat the Union, the illegality of which he maintuned by 
legal arguments. 

Sir Jonah Barriogton tells ue tbat " no man b Ireland was 
more ^cere in hia t^poution to a UnioD than Mr. Fitzgerald ; 
he was the first who declared his intention of writing its his. 
tory. He afterwards relinqubhed the detugn, and urged me," 
says ^rrington, " to commence it — he handed me the prospec- 
tus of what he intended, and no man in Ireland knew the ex- 
act details of that proceeding better than be." Fitzgerald died 
in 1835, aged ninety-three years. By his wife, Catherine 
Vesey, elevated in 1826 to the Irish peerage, as Baroness 
Fitzgerald de Vesci, he lefl a son, William, who, in 1815, as- 
sumed the additional name of Yesey, and succesurely held the 
posts of Chancellor of the Irish Exchequer, Faynutster Gene- 
ral of the Forces, President of the Board of Trade and of the 
Board of Control. Hewaa createdapeerinI835,asBaronFitz- 
gerald of Desmond and Clan Gibbon, county of Cork, and died, 
unmarried, in 1843, when thepeerageexpired.andtheBarony 
devolved upon his brother, the Rev. Henry Vesey Fit^;enld. 

Among the other re«dents in Molesworth-etreet, in the 
last century, were Robert Emmet, State Fhysidan (1770 to 
1776); Viscount Banelagh (1786); Lord Blayney (1796); 
and Lord Carberry (1799). 

On die western side of Molesworth-etreet stands a large 
house, said to have been erected by Lord Lisle towards the 
middle of tJie last century, whidi was occupied from 1 783 by 
Thomas Kingsbuiy, LL.D., Commisaoner of Bankruptcy and 
Vicar of Kildare, whose dau^ter, Henrietta, became the wife 
of Charles Robert Maturin, the novelist ; in the year 1819 this 
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building came into the poaaession of iU present occupier, who 
gave it tlie name of " Lisle House," by which it is now known. 
James Fits Gerald, twentieth Eail of Kildare, soon afler 
his aocesuon to hid father's title in 1744, decided on erecting 
a ftmily manaioii on a portion of " Molesworth fields ;" and to 
a person who observed that the site was remote, he ia said to 
have replied : *' they will follow me wherever 1 go." The 
foundation stone of the new edifice, dedgned by Richard 
Castle, waa.lud in 1740, with the following inseriptioo :— 

"DOlfDll 

ClmrS HIC LAJTB FOirDAHKN 

m ABBO HOLBSWOBTHtASA, 

BXTRUI CURAVrr 

C0KB8 KILSABIA VICBSIVUK, 

AHHO DOUin, HDCCIZZIT. 

HISC DISCAS, 

QvicundUE iBitPOBinf isnRTinno 

nr BVINAB TAH MAOHmCJt DOKUB 

nrciDBBiB, 

auASTDs nu Furr, am xxtbuzit, 

diiAiiQVB CADtrcA aiHi onOA, 

CUH TALI A TALnm TtBOKCH 

KOTrUHBHTA 

CABIBU8 BITTKBBSSZ VOK TALXAAT. 

BICBABSO CABTBLLO, ABCH." 

When Prince Charles Edward landed in Scotland in 1746, 
the Earl of Kildare volunteered, at hia own expense, to levy, 
clothe, arm, and maintMn a r^ment of cavalry for the service 
of King Qeoi^; his o£^ was, however, declined, and in 1746 
he married Lady Emily Mary Ijennoz, tnater to the Duke of 
lUchmond, and one ofthe most celd>rated beauties of the day. 
The porti^U of the Earl and Countess, punted by Beynolds, 
DOW preserved at Carton« were engraved, in the last century, 
by Jamee Mac Ardel, one of the pupils of John Brooks of 
Cork-hill, noticed in our account of that locality. In 1763, 
t2 
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Lord Kildare took ft leading part in opposing the proceedings 
of the English Ministry in its attempt to obt^n a Parlinmen- 
tary recognition of the right of the King of England to dispose 
of the surplus thee in the Irish Exchequer ; his popularity was 
also much increased b; his proceeding direct to the Kingwitb 
an independent memorial impugning the conduct of the Minis- 
ters in Ireland. Among the medals struck to commemomte 
the Parliamentary rejection of the Money BiH, asalteredby the 
English Cabinet, was one presenting a fuU-length portnut of 
the Earl, sword in hand, guarding a sum of money, heaped 
upon a table, from the grasp of a hand outstretched from a 
cloud, with the motto, "Touch not! says Kildare." So 
great was the exultation of the populace at the defeat of the 
"Castle party" on the 16th of November, 1753, that Lord 
Kildare, who was said to have rejected the most alluring 
overtures of Government, was occupied for on entire hour in 
passiug from the Parliament-house on College-green to " Kil- 
dare- house." 

" Lord Kildare resided in Ireland almost constantly. He 
not only supported his senatorial character with uniform inde- 
pendence, but, as a private nobleman, was truly excellent, liv- 
ing either in Dublin or among his numerous tenantry, whom 
he encouraged and protected. In every situation he was of 
the most unequivocal utility to his country ; at Carton, in the 
Irish House of Lords, or that of England (he was a member of 
both), or speaking the language of truth and justice in the 
closet of his Soverdgn. No man ever understood his part in so- 
ciety better than he did ; he was conscious of his rank, and 
upheld it to the utmost ; but, let it be added, that he was re- 
markable for the dignified, attractive politeness, or, what the 
French call, nobleness of his manners. So admirable was he 
in this respect, that when he entertuned some Lord Lieute- 
nants, the general declaration on leaving the room was, that, 
firom the peculiar grace of his behaviour, be appeared to be . 
more the Viceroy than they did. He was some years older 
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than Ijord Charlemont, and took a lead io politics when that 
nobleman was abroad, and for some time after hia return to 
Ireland ; but when the House of Lords became more the scene 
of action, they, with the late Lord Moira, generally c(M)pe- 
rated ; and, in truth, three noblemen, bo independent, this 
country, indeed any country, has seldom seen." 

In 1761 the ancient title of Earl of Kildare was merged in 
thatof Marquis, and in 1766 his Lordahip was created Duke of 
LduBter, a dignity which he enjoyed for only seven years. 
This Dukedom had been 6rst conferred, in 1691, by William 
III. upon Meiobardt, second son of Frederic Schonberg, the 
&mou8 veteran who fell at the battle of the Boyne. Meinhardt 
Schonberg, also a distinguished officer, married Charlotte, 
daughter of Charles Louis, Elector Palatine, and dying with- 
out issue male in 1719, thetitleofthis Dutch Duke of Leinster 
became extinct. 

William Bobert, second Irish Duke of Lmnster, born in 
1 748, conmienced his political career in 1 767, when he success- 
fully contested the representation of the city of Dublin with 
John La Touche, the Government candidate, as already no- 
ticed in our account of that family. Shortly afler his accession 
to the title in 1773, masquerades were introduced into Dublin, 
and conducted on a scale of great splendour. On such occa- 
tHooBt before the company aesembled at the Musia Hall or the 
Botunda, it was customary for the various characters to visit 
and walk through the state apartments of the mansions of the 
principal nobility and gentry in the city, which were usually 
thrown open for their reception, and hospitably provided with 
the choicest delicacies for the masqueraders, who were thus al- 
ways sumptuously regaled at Ldnster house. When masqued 
balls were held at hia mansion, the Duke, standing at the head 
of the great stiurcose, received and welcomed the various 
groups. His Grace patronized these amusements very exten- 
avely; and at a great masquerade at the Music Hall in Fish- 
amble-strcct, on St. Piitrick's cvc, 1778, he appeared dressed 
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as an itinentot fruit-Tender, ugnificantly changing his oranges 
for shamrooke as St. Patnck'a day dawned. 

The Dublin Volunteers, on their formation, uoammoody 
elected the Duke of Iidneter their General) investing him witb 
almost regal honours : a guard of Volunteers was moaoted at 
his door, a body-^uard appointed to attend him on important 
occasions, and sentinels placed on his box when he visited the 
theatre. " William, Duke oFLeinster, had long been the &- 
vourite and the patron of the Irish people ; and never did the 
physii^nomist enjoy a more fortunate elnddation of his sdence ; 
the softness of philanthropy, the pladdity of temper, the open* 
ness of sincerity, the eympathy of friendship, and the ease of 
integrity, stamped corresponding impressions on his arUeas 
countenance, uid left but little to conjecture as U> the oompo- 
sition of hia character. His elevated rank and extenrive con- 
nexions gave him a paramount lead in Irish politics, which bis 
naked talents would not otherwise have justified. Though his 
capacity was re^)ectable, it was not brilliant; and his abilities 
were not adapted to the highest class of political pre-eminraiofl. 
On public subjects, his ctuidnct sometimes wanted enei^, and 
his pursuits perseverance. In some points he was weak, and 
in some instances erroneous ; but in all he was honest. From 
the day of bis maturity to the moment of bis dissolution, be 
was the undeviating friend of the Irish nation : he considered 
its interests and his own indissolubly connected ; alive to the 
oppresudns imd miseries of the people, his feeling heart parti> 
(apated in th^ misfortunes, and felt the smart of every lash 
which the scourge of power inflicted on his country. As a 
soldier, and as a patriot, he performed his duties ; and in his 
plun and honourable disposition was found colleoted a happy 
specimen of those qualities which best compose the chfuacter 
of an Irish gentleman. He took an early and active part in 
promoting the formation and discipline of the Volunteer asso* 
ciations: he raised many corps, and commnnded the Dublin 
army. The ancient celebrity of his family, tlie vast extent of 
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his pqssesnons, and bis aflability in privaUi intercoursfl, co- 
operated with his own popularity in extending his influence ; 
and few persons erer enjojed a more gener^ and merited in- 
fluenoe amongst the Irish people." 

The Duke's portrait was engraved by J. Dixon in 1770, 
from a painting by Reynolds; and in 1792 by Hodgee, from 
an or^;inal by C. G-. Stuart. 

The various Volunteer corps were constantly drilled and 
paraded on Leineter lawn, from which, in view of an im- 
mense ooncoarse of spectators, on the 19th of July, 1780, 
the first Irish aeronaut, Kcbard Crosbie, son of Sir Paul 
Crosbie, made an a«cent, of which we have the following paN 
ticulars: — 

" At half-past two p. h. Mr. Crosbie ascended with ah 
el^ant balloon from the Duke of Ldnster's lawn, after being 
twice forced te descend ; but, on throwing out more of his bal- 
last, he surmounted all obstacles. The current of the wind, 
which carried him at first at due east, soon after seemed inclined 
to bear him north-east, and pointed his voy^e towards White- 
haven. When the balloon was seventeen minutes in view, it 
immersed in a cloud, but in four minutes after, its appearance 
again was testified by the numerous plaudits of the multitude. 
It now continued in sight, by tJie aid of achromatic glasses, 
thirty-two minutes from its ascent, when it was entirely lost 
tO' the view ; some rockets were then sent off, and the troops 
ofVolunteers, who attended, discharged their lastvoUeys. Mr. 
Crosbie had about 300 lbs. w^ght of ballast, but discharged 
half a hundred in his first rise of ascension. At upwards of 
fourteen leagues from the Iri^ shore, he found himself within 
clear sight of both lands of the Mster kingdcme, at which time, 
be says, it is impoedble to give the hunum imagination any 
adequate idea of the unspeakable beauties which the scenery 
of the sea, bounded by both lands, presented. * It was such,' 
stud he, 'as should make mc risk a life to enjoy agiun.' He 
rose, at ouo time, so high that the mercury in the biu^meter 
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sunk OBtirely into its globe, and he wae construned to put on 
his oil-cloth cloak, but unluckily found hia bottle of cordial 
broke, and could obtiun no refreshment. The upper current 
of air was different from the lower, and the cold so intense that 
his ink was frozen. He experienced a strong prepulsion on 
the tympanum of the ears, and a sickness which must have 
been aggravated b; the anxiety and &tigue of the day. At 
his utmost height be thought himself ataUonary ; but liberating 
some of hia gas, he descended to a current of air, blowing 
north, and extremely rough. He now entered a black doud, 
and encountered a prepuldon of wind, with lightning and 
thunder, which brought him rapidly towards the surface of the 
water. Here the balloon made a <urcuit, but, falling lower, the 
water entered his car, and he lost his not«8 ofobaervation; but 
recollecting that his watch waa at the bottom of the car, ho 
groped for it, and put it into his pocket. All his endeavours 
to throw out ballast were of no avail; the intemperance of the 
weather plunged him into the ocean. He now thought of his 
cork waistcoat, and by muoh difficulty having put it on, the 
propriety of hia idea became nuuufeatly useful in the construo- 
■ tion of his boat, as by the admisdon of the water into the lower 
part of it, and the suspension of Ids bladders, which were ar- 
ranged at the top, the water, added to his own weight, became 
projier ballast, and the balloon miuntaining its poise, it became 
a powerful sail, and by means of a snatch-block to his car, or 
both, he went before the wind as regularly as a sailing veaael. 
In thia NtuatJon, be found himaelf inclined to eat a morsel of 
fowl. When at the distance of another league, he discovered 
some vessels crowding after him ; but as his progress outstrip- 
ped all their endeavours, he lengthened the apace of the balloon 
from tiie car, which gave a consequent check to the rapidity of 
bis Buling, when the Dunleary barge came up, and fired a gun. 
One of the stulors jumped into his car, and made it fast to the 
barge, on which the aeronaut came out with the same compo- 
sure and fortitude of mind which marked the whole complex- 
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ion ofhisadTenture. At tlus time another of the sailots, after 
the car was brought on board, had hold of the haulTord, which 
soBpended the balloon, and it being released from its under 
weight* a ludicrona scene ensued, for the balloon ascended 
above one hundred feet into the ur, to the utmost extent of the 
rope, the fellow bawling most vehemently, under the apin«- 
hension of taking a flight to the clouds; but being dragged 
down by the united efforts of the whole crew, the poor tar 
was, fin* once, eased of bis fears of going to heaven. The barge 
DOW steered for Dunleary, and towed the balloon after it. 
About ten o'clock they landed. On tbe morning of the 20th 
Mr. Crosbie had the honour of rec^ving the congratulatioDS 
and break&sting with thdr Graces the Duke and Duchess of 
Rutland, at Mr. Lee's elegant lodge at Dunleaiy. He was 
afterwards conducted to town b; Lord Banelagh and Sir Fre- 
derick Flood, Bart., chairmen of his committee, and at two 
o'clock he waited on his Grace the Duke of Lester, at Ldo- 
Bter House, and afterwards went to Dr. Austin's, at Stephen's- 
green. The populace, having received intimation of this, 
crowded to the house, and notwithstanding all his endeavours 
to the contrary, they forced him into a chair, and carried him 
tn triumph to the College. After he had reoiiuned at Mr. 
Hutchinson's house an hour, his committee wuted on him, and 
a prodigious multitude having gathered in College-green, and 
insisUng on chairing him agun, he found himself in reality 
oonstnuned to submit, and the intrepid aeronaut was borne on 
the shoulders of his friends, his committee walking before him, 
to the Castle, and afterwards, in the same procession, to his 
house in North Cum bf^rlaod- street, amidst the acclamations of 
surrounding thousands." 

" Crosbie," says one of his friends, " was of immense sta- 
ture, being above ux feet three inches high : he had a comely, 
looking, &t, ruddy bee, and was beyond all comparison the 
most ingenious' mechanic I ever knew. He had a smattering 
of all sciences, and there was scarcely an art or trade of which 



itizecy Google 



282 HISTORT OF TBB CITT OF DUBLIN. 

he bad not Bome pncUcal knowledge. His duunbere at Col- 
ic^ were like a general workshop of all kinds of artizana ; he 
was very good-tempered, exceedingly strong, and as brave aa 
a lion, but aa dogged as a mule; nothing could change a re^ 
solution of his when once made, and nothing could check or 
reeJAt his perseverance to carry it into execution. I never saw 
two persons in &ce and figure more alike than Crosbie and 
Daniel CConnell, but Crosbie was the taller by two inches, 
and it was not so easy to discover that he was an Irishman." 

Leinster House was described as follows by Thomas 
Maltonin 1794:— 

" Leinster House, the town residence of his Grace the 
Duke of Leinster, is the moat stately private edifice in the 
city, pleasantly ^tuated at the south-east extremity of the town, 
commanding prospects few places can exhibit, and possessing 
advantages few aty &brics can obtain, by extent of ground 
both in front and rear; in front, laid out in a spadous court- 
yard ; the ground in the rear, made a beautiful lawn, with a 
handsome shrubbery on each side, screening, the ai^acent 
houses from view ; enjoying, in the tumult of a noisy metro- 
polis, all the retirement of the country. A dwarf wall, which 
divides the lawn from the street, extends almost the entire 
side of a handsome square, called Merrion-square. The fiirm 
of the building is a rectAugle, one hundi'ed and forty feet long, 
by seventy feet deep, with a circular bow in the middle of the 
north end, rising two stories. Adjoining the west front, 
which is the principal, are short Doric colonnades, communi- 
cating to tbeofGcesi making, on the whole, an extent of more 
than two hundred imd ten feet, the breadth of the court-yard. 
The court is surrounded by a high stone wall, ornamented 
with rusticated piers, which, after proceeding parallel with 
the ends of the building, as far as a gateway on the western 
side and another oppoute it, the court being uniform, it takes 
a (urcular sweep from one gate to tiie other, but broke in the 
middle by a largci' and handsomer gateway, directly fitioting 
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the hoiue, communicatjog to the street, and exhibits there a 
plain, but not inel^ant, metacated front. The house, or 
raster the gateway of the oourt-yard, is in Kildare-street, so 
named from one of the titles of his Grace, who is Marquis of 
Kildare, and is the temunatioD of a broad geoteel street, called 
MoleBWorth-atreet. The garden front has not much ardii- 
tectural embellishment -, it ts pluo, but pleasing, with a broad 
area before it, the whole length of the front, in order to obtain . 
light to offices in an under story, but which rec^ve none from 
the west, to the court-yard. From the middle of the front, 
on a level with the ground-floor, a hnndeome double flight of 
steps extends across the area to the lawn. The greater part 
of the building is of native stone [quarried at Ardbmocan, 
ia the county of Meath], but the west front, and all the orna- 
mental parts throughout, are of Portland. South of tJte 
building are c<Hnmodious offices and stables. The inside of 
this mannon in every respect corresponds with the grandeur 
of its external appearance. 

" The hall ia lofty, rising two stories, ornamented mth 
thre^uarter colunme of the Doric order, and an enriched en- 
tablature ; the ceiling is adorned with stucco ornaments, on 
coloured grounds; and the whole is embellished with many 
rich and tasty ornaments. To the right of the hall are the 
fiunily private apartments; the whole convenient, beautifully 
ornamented, and elegantly furnished : overlooking the lawn is 
the great dining parlour, and adjoining it, at the north end, is 
an elegant long room, the whole depth of the house, twenty^ 
four feet wide, called the supper room, adorned with sixteen 
fluted Ionic columns, supporting a rich ceiling. Over the 
supper room is the picture gallery, of the same dimensions, 
containing many fine paintings by the first masters, with other 
ornaments, chosen and displayed with great elegance; the 
ceiling is arched, and highly enriched and painted, from de- 
signs by Mr. Wyatt. The most distinguished pictures are a 
Student, drawing from a bust, by Rembrandt; the Rape of 
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Europa, hj Claude LormDC ; the Triumph of Amphitrite, 
by Luca Giordano ; two capital pictures of Rubens and his 
two wives, hy Van Dyok ; dogs killing a stag ; a fine jncture 
of St. Catherine ; a landscape, by Barret ; with many others. 
Id a bow, in the middle of one side, is a fine marble statue, ao 
Adonia, executed by Foncet ; a fine bust of Niobe, and of 
Apollo, are placed one on each side. Is the windows of the 
bow are some epedmens of modem atuned glass, by Jervia. 
Several of the apartments on this floor are enriched with superb 
gildings, and elegantly furnished with white damask. From 
the windows of the attic story, to the east, are most delight- 
M prospects over the Bay of Dublin, which, for three miles, 
is divided by that great work, the South Wall, with a beau- 
tiful light-house at the termination ; the sea, for a considera- 
ble extent, bounds the horizon, and every vessel coming in or 
going out of the bay must pass in distinct view. To the left 
is seen the beautiful promontory of Howth, the charming low 
grounds of Marino, and Sheds of Clontorf : to the right the 
pleasing vilhige and seats of the Black Rock, the remote 
grounds and hills of Dalkey, and the Sugar Loaves, backed 
by the extensive mountmns of Wicklow, which moat pictu- 
resquely close the view. The finishing of the picture gallery, 
and making several improvements at the north end of the 
house, were reserved to display the taste of the present pos- 
sessor [1794], William Robert, Duke of Leinster, whose ex- 
cellent judgment therein is eminently conspicuooe, as well as to 
many other instances at his Grace's country residence, at Car- 
town, near Dublin ; and all," adds Malton, " evince his pa- 
triotism and refined enjoyment of a domestic Ufe." 

The Duke's popularity suffered a temporary diminution 
from the misconstruction a placed upon his expressions in the 
House of Lords, where he declared that, in his opinion, Ire- 
land should, for the present, rest satisfied with the concessions 
extorted from Great Britain, and calmly awiut furtlier instal- 
ments of her rights. In 1789 a scries of magnificent enter- 
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t^menU was givea here by the Duke to those who sup- 
ported his ParliomeDtaiy party on the Regency question. 
The " Whig Club," formed in the Bome year to oppose the 
yjolence of the Government partizans, frequently assembled at 
Leinater Hoose, where also were held the meetings of the 
"Opposition," and of the leaders of the movement for the re- 
moval of the Catholic disabilities. From bis return to Europe 
from America in 1789, Leinster House was the occamonal re- 
sidence of the Duke's bod. Lord Edward Fitzgerald. In 1791« 
while attending his place in the House of Commons, as Mem- 
ber for Kildare, we find Lord Edward observing that he, with 
his brother Henry, had been " living quite alone in Leinster 
House," whence they generally rode to the Blackrock ; and, in 
1794, afler his marriage with Pamela, he writes to hia mother; — 
'* I confess Leinster House does not inspire the brightest ideas. 
By the by, what a melancholy house it is ; you can't conceive 
how much it appeared so when first we came from Kildare; 
but it is going off a little. A poor country housemaid I 
brought with me cried for two days, and siud she thought she 
was in a prison. Pamela and I amuse ourselves a good deal 
by walking about the streets." Lord £^ward Fitzgerald, 
afler havingjoined the United Irish organization, held various 
confereocea here with Thomas Keynolds, then secretly in 
the pay of the Government. This informer, in his depo^tions, 
swore as follows : — 

" About 4 o'clock on Sunday, the 11th of March, I called 
at Leinater House upon Lord Edward Fitzgerald. I bad a 
printed paper in m; hand, which I bad picked up somewhere, 
purporting to be directions or orders, signed by Counsellor 
Saurin, to the Lawyers' corps. These required them, in case 
of riot or alarm, to rep^r to Smitbfield, and such as had not 
ball-cartridge were to get them at his house, and suob as wer« 
going out of town, and did not think their arms safe, were to 
deposit tliem with him ; and there was a little paper inude, 
which mentioned that their orders were to be kept secret. 
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Lord Edwiird Fitzgerald, u|x>n reading this paper, seemed 
greatly i^tated : be B^d he thought OoTenunent intended 
to arrest him, and be wislied he could get to France, to hasten 
the invaeion, which be could do by his intimacy with Talley- 
rmd Perigord, one of the French Ministers. He said he 
would not approve of a general invaeion at first, but that the 
French had some very fine &st-sfuling fiigates, and that he 
would put on board them as many English and Irish officers 
as he could procure to come over from France, and as many 
men as were capable of drilling, and stores and ammunitions 
of different kinds, and run them into some port in this coun- 
try ; he said he thought Wexford might do : that it would be 
unsaspected, and if they succeeded they could establish a ral- 
lying point until other helps should come. Lord Edward, 
after this conversation, walked up and down the room in a 
very agitated manner : ' No,' said he, ' it is imposmble ; Go- 
vernment cannot be informed of it ; they never have been able 
to know where the Provincial meet.' Shortly after this the 
servant came> and asked was he ready for dinner. I went 
away ; — he wanted me to stay dinner, bat I would not." 

On the day after this conversation, the United Irish De- 
l^ates assembled at Bond's were arrested through the inibr> 
mations lodged by Keynolds ; Lord Edward not having been 
found in their company, a separate warrant was issued for hia 
iqiprehension, and he was about to enter Leinster House when 
he received intelligence that the soldiery were then in the 
manuon by virtue of their authority. 

Of the state of things at the time in Ldnster House, the 
fbllowing occonnt is given in a jomnat of Lady Sarah Napier, 
aunt to Lord Edward fltzgerald, and mother of the historian 
of the PeiunBular war: — 

" The separate warrant went by a messenger, attended by 
Sheriff Carlton, and a party of soldiers, commanded by a 
Major O'Kelly, into Leinster House. The servants roo up 
to Lady Edward, who was ill with the gathering in her breast, 
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and told her ; she eiud directly, * there is no help, send thein 
up:' they asked very civilly for her papers aod Edward's, 
and she gave them all. Her apparent distress moved Major 
(yEelly to tears ; and their whole conduct was proper. They 
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amall house now known as No. 33t Molesworth-ptrect. The 
Dake of Leinster mraiiably opposed tbe tyrannteal proceed- 
ings of Lord Clare and his aasoiuates, and consequently was 
not eummooeil to the Privy Council of Ireland vrhen violent 
measures were contemplated. His name appears at the head 
of the list of Irish Peers who protested against the Union 
with Great Britun. Lord Charles Fitzgerald, in oppoutioo 
to the Duke, supported that measure, and received for com- 
pensation the title of Boron Lecale, which became extinct 
on his death in 1810. Augustus Frederick, the present 
Duke, succeeded to the title in 1604, and havingj.in 1815, 
ofiered to dispose of Leinster House for the sum of £20,000, 
the Boyal Dublin Society finally became his Grace's tenants 
by payment of £10,000, together with an annual rent of 
£600, and assembled for the first time in Kildare-street, on 
the Ist day of June, 1815. 

The original family private apartments in Leinster House 
ore now used as the offices of the Secretory, Registrar, &c. ; 
the great dining-parlonr is the present conversatjon-room ; 
(he supper-room is the Society's board-room ; and the picture- 
gallery has been converted into a library, to which the draw- 
ing-room, (or sometime used as the Society's Museum, has 
been recenUy added. 

Previously to the building ot " Kildare House," a few 
other mansions had been erected on that portion of " Moles- 
worth-fielda" since called " Kildare-street." Richard Castle 
was architect of two houses in Kildare-ploce, one for the Mas- 
sereene family; the other for Sir Skeffiogt<m Smith. John 
Ensor, who erected several houses in this locality, set in 1753 
the dwelting-boase on the north-western comer of " Coote- 
street, otherwise Kildare-street," to Mary Countees-Dowager 
of Kildare, for 999 years, attheannualrentof£36. Here also 
were the residences of Arthur Smith (1755), Bishop of Down 
and Connor, and of William Cormichacl, Bishop of Meatb, 
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wfaoee botue, next to Lord Eildare's, was in 1762 occupied 
by DenUon Cumberland, fibhop of Clonfert, father of Bichard 
Comberland, 

"The Terence of England, the mender of hearts." 

The following Peers resided in Kildare-street, in the 
last century : Viscount Hillsborough (1750) ; Lord Doneraile 
(1751), whose house is now known as No. 45 ; the Earl of 
Louth(l783); Viscount'Dungannon(I783); Lord Muskerry 
(1T83) i the Earl of Courtown (1783); Lord Harberton (1783), 
whose bouse is the present No. 5 ; the Earl of Portarlington 
(1793); Lord Trimleaton (1799)! and Lord Roasmore, the 
site of whose spacious mansion is occupied by three houses, 
built about 1837, which at present form ElviJge's hotel. 
Hussey Burgh resided in Kildare-street from 1770 to 1772 ; 
John Hely Hutchinson, created Prime Sergeant in 1761, 
resided here till he was appointed Provost of the University 
of Dublin in 1774; and here also Sir Henry Cavendish, 
Teller of the Exchequer, erected two houses on a i>lot of 
ground demised to him by James, Earl of Kildare. Caven- 
dish died in ]776, owing to the Government the sum of 
£67,305 7t. 2d., a portion of which wa^ recovered from his 
representatives ; in November, 1 782, the interest in one of the 
houses erected here by him was conveyed to David La Touche, 
the younger, '* in trust and for the use of the gentlemen of 
the Kildare-street Club," an institution founded in that year, 
on the occasion, it has been said, of the Right Honourable 
William Burton Conyngham having been black-balled at 
Daly's in Dame-street, already noticed. In 1786 the Club, 
through their treasurer, La Touche, purchased the second 
house erected by Cavendbh, which, with the first one, forms 
the present Kildare-street Club-house. 

Barry Yelverton, Chief Baron of the Irish Exchequer, re- 
sided in Kildare-street from 1792 to 1798 ; here also was the 
residence of Richard Power, Baron of the same Court, from 
1771 to his death in 1793. 
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*' Baron Power," snys one of his contemporariea, " was 
considered an excellent lawyer, and was altogether oae of the 
most curious characters I have met in the profession. He was 
a morose, fat fellow, affecting to be genteel : he was very 
learned, very rich, and very ostentatioas. Unfortunately for 
himself, Baron Power held the office of Ueher of the Court of 
Chancery, which was principally remunerated by fees on mo- 
nies lodged in that Court. Lord Clare (then Chancellor) 
hated and teased him, because Power was arrogant himself, 
and never would succumb to the arrogance of Fitzgibbon. 
The Chancellor had a certain control over the Usher ; at least 
he had a sort of license for abusing him by inuendo, as an offi- 
cer of the Court, and moat unremittingly did he exercise that 
license. Baron Power bad a large private fortune, and always 
acted in office strictly according to the custom of his prede- 
cessors ; but was attacked so virulently and pertinaciously by 
Lord Clare, that, having no redress, it made a deep impres- 
sion, first on his pride, then on his mind, and at length on his 
intellect. Lord Clare followed up his blow, as waa common 
with him : be made incessant attacks on the Baron, who chose 
ralber to break than bend, and who, unable longer to stand 
this persecution, determined on a prank of all others the most 
agreeable to his adversary t The Baron walked quietly down 
early one fine morning to the South Wall, which runs into the 
sea, about two miles from Dublin ; there he very deliberately 
filled his coat-pockets with pebbles, and having accomplished 
thatbusiness, as deliberately walkedinto the ocean, which, how- 
ever, did not retain him long, for his body was thrown ashore 
with great contempt by the tide. His estates devolved upon 
his nephews, two of the most respectable men of their coun- 
try ; and the Lord Chancellor enjoyed the double gratification 
of destroying a Baron, and recommending a more submissive 
officer in his place. Had the matter ended here, it might not 
have been so very remarkable ; but the precedent was too re- 
spectable and inviting not to be followed by persons who had 
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any particular reasODB for desiring strangulation ; as a Judge 
drowning himself gave the thing a sort of dignified legal eclat ! 
It 80 happened that a Mr. Morgal, then an attorney residing 
in Dublin (of large dimensions, and with shin-bones curved 
like the segment of a nunbow), had, for good and sufficient 
reasons, long appeared rather dissatisfied with himself and 
other people. But as attorneys were considered much more 
likely to induce their neighbours to cut their throats than to 
execute that office upon themselves, nobody ever suspected 
Morgal of any intention to shorten his days in a voluntary 
manner. However, it appeared that the signal success of 
Baron Power had excited in the attorney a great ambition to 
get rid of his sensibilities by a similar exploit. In compli- 
ance with such hie impression, he adopted the very same pre- 
liminaries as the Baron hod done ; walked off by the very 
same road, to the very same spot ; and having had the advan- 
tage of knowing from the Coroner's inquest that the Baron 
had pat pebbles into his pocket with good effect, adopted 
likewise this judicial precedent, and committed himself in due 
fenn to the hands of Father Neptune, who took equal care of 
him as he had done of the Baron ; and, after having suffocated 
him so completely as to defy the exertions of the Humane 
Society, sent his body floating ashore, to the full as bloated 
and buoyant as Baron Power's had been. As a sequel to this 
little anecdote of Crosby Morgal, it is worth observing, 
though I do not recollect any of the attorneys immediately 
following his example, four or five of his clients very shortly 
ftfler started from this world of their own accord, to try, as 
people then stud, if they could any way overtake Crosby, who 
had left them no conveniences for staying long behind them." 
John Forbes, Recorder and Parliamentary representative 
of Drogheda, one of the most zealous advocates of Catholic 
Gmant^pation and Parliamentary reform, resided in Kildare- 
street from 1785 to 1798. The " Whig Club" occasionally 
assembled in Forbes' house, and the Catholic Convention of 
u2 
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1793 origiDat«d from a meeting held here in 1792, at which 
were preaent George Ponaonby, Lord Dououghmore, Grat- 
tan, Keogh, Edward Byrne, and others. 

"Without any very distinguished uataral abilities, and 
but moderately acquainted with literature, by his zealous at- 
tachment to Mr. Grattan, his public principles, and attention 
to business, Mr. Forbes received much respect, and acquired 
some influence in the House of Commons. He had practised 
at the Bar with a probability of success, but he mistook his 
course, and became a statesman, as which he never could rise 
to any distinction. As a lawyer, he undervalued himself, 
and was modest ; as a statesman, he over-rated himself, and 
was presumptuous. He benefited his party by bis indefatig^ 
ble zeal, and reflected honour upon it by his character; he 
was a good Irishman, and, to the last, undeviating in his 
public prindples. He died in honourable exile, as Governor 
of the Bahama Isles." 

Id Kildare-street also was the residence of Sir Kildare 
Dixon Borrowes, Bart., of Giltown, Co. Elldare, of whose 
house here Thomas Moore has left the following juvenile re- 
nuDisoence : — 

" Among the moat intimate IHenda of my schoolmaster 
[Samuel Whyte] were the Rev. Joseph Lefanu and his wife; 
she was the sister of Kchard Briosley Sheridan. This lady, 
who bad a good deal of the talent of her iamily, with a lai^ 
alloy of affectation, was, like the rest of the world at that 
time, strongly smitten with the love of acting; and at some 
private theatricals held at the house of a Lady Borrowes, in 
Dublin, had played the part of Jane Shore with considerable 
success. A repetition of the same performance took place at 
the same little theatre in tbe year 1 790, when Mrs. Lefanu 
being, if I recollect right, indisposed, the part of Jane Shore 
was played by Mr. Whyte's daughter, a very handsome and 
well-educated young person, while I myself— at that time 
about eleven years of age — recited the epilogue, being kept 
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up, as I well remember, to an hour bo far beyond my usual 
bed-time, as to be near falling aaleep behind the scenes while 
wutiog for my debut. As this was the first time I ever saw 
my name in print, and I am now ' myself the little hero of my 
tale,' it is but right I should commemorate the important 
event by transcribing a part of the play-bill on the occasion, 
as I find it given in the second edition of my master's poetical 
works, printed in Dublin, 1792: — 

- " ' Ladt Bobrowbs' Private Thkatre, Kildare-streetl 
On Tuesday, March 16th, 1790, will be performed the Tra- 
gedy of Jane Shore. Gloucester, Rev. Peter Lefanu ; Lord 
Hastings, Counsellor Higginson, &c., &c.; and Jane Shore, 
by Miss Whyte. An occasional Prologue, by Mr. Snagg. 
Epilogue, a Squeeze to St. Paul's, Master Moore. To which 
will be added the Farce of the Devil to Pay. Jobson, Colo- 
nel French, &c., &c.' " 

Many years subsequent to the performance here comme- 
morated, Moore formed one of the distinguished literary and 
arUetic circle assembled by the authoress of the *' Wild Irish 
Girl" at the house ofSir Charles Morgan, which is now known 
as No. 39, Kildare-etreet. 

Dawson-etreet was so named from Joshua Dawson, who, 
in 1705, took its site from Henry Temple, of East Sheen, 
Surrey, and from the representatives of Hugh Price, mer- 
chant, to whom a portion of the ground had been set by the 
City of Dublin, in 1664. 

On the south-eastern mde of the newstreet, Dawson, in 1710, 
erected a mansion, which, with its gardens and park, was pur- 
chased, in 1715, by the City of Dublin, which at that time was 
" minded to buy a house for the constant residence and habita- 
tion of the Lord Mayor." The Corporation gave £3500 for 
this house and its contents, free of all rent, except *'one loaf 
of double refined stigar, of six pounds weight," to be paid to 
the representatives of Dawson at every Christmas yearly, if 
demanded. Dawson agreed to erect another large room, 33 
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feet 10 iaches long, and 14 feet high, to he well wunscoted, 
punted, and completely finished; and to leave all in good re- 
pair, ready for the reception of the next Lord Mayor, together 
with the goods and furniture, which are particularized as fol- 
lows in a schedule annexed to the original lease : — 

"Twenty-four brass locks; six marble chimney-pieces; 
the tapestry hangings, silk window-curtains and window-seats, 
and chimney-glass in the great bed-chambers ; the gilt leather 
hangings; four pair of scarlet calamanco window-curtwne ; 
and chimney-glass, in the Dantzick oak parlour; the Indian 
callicoe window-curtiuns and seats, and chimney-glass, in the 
Dant^ck oak parlour ; the window-curtains and chimney- 
glass in the large eating room." 

Aa the ofiGcial residence of the Lord Mayor of Dublin, 
this house bos, since 1715, been the scene of the civic ban- 
quets and enter taiom en ts, some notices of which will be found 
in the subsequent portion of this work which treats of the social 
state of the metropolis of Ireland in the last century. 

The equestrian statue of George II., which had lain in 
obscurity since its removal from Essex-bridge, was erected in 
the garden of the Mansion House, at the expense of the Lord 
Mayor, and exposed to public view on the Ist of August, 
1798, the pedestal being inscribed as follows: — 

*' Be it remembered that, at the time when rebellion and 
disloyalty were the charocteristica of the day, the loyal Cor- 
poration of the city of Dublin re-elevated this statue of the 
first monarch of the illustrious House of Hanover. — Thomas 
Flemming, Lord Mayor. Jonas Paisley and William Henry 
Archer, Sheri^. Anno Domini 1798." 

The round room at the rere of the Mansion House was 
erected at the expense of the Corporation of Dublin, in 1821, 
tor the purpose of entertaining George IV. The principal 
portruta preserved in the Mansion House are those of Charles 
II. ; Sir Daniel Bellingham, first Lord Mayor of Dublin ; 
William III., the Duke of Bolton, George II., Earl of North- 
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umberland, LordTownahend, Earl of BiiekiDghamshira, Earl 
Harcourt, Duke of Bedford ; and John Foster holdiog & scroll 
inscribed — " Si Pergama dextHl defend! possent ; etiam hac 
defenea fuissent." 

The pariah of St. Anne, extending over " the ground 
lying between Graflon-street and Merrion-street, in the sab- 
urbs of the city of Dublin," was established by Act of Par- 
liament in 1707, and a plot of ground on the western side of 
the site of the present Dawsoo-street was given by Joshua 
Dawson, and vested by him in trusleea," to the intent and 
purpose that a parish church, vestry, and other rooms and con- 
veniences necessary for a church, might be built thereon, for 
the use of the vicar, minister, and parishioners of the parish." 
Ailer the passing of this Act, in the e\x.t\\ year of the i-eign 
of Queen Anne, the plot of ground given by Dawson being 
found to be unsuitable for ita intended purpose, it was, at the 
request of the parishioners, exchanged for the site on which 
the church now stands ; and tltis alteration was ratified by 
the Act 10 George I., and conSrtned by 13 George II., cap. 4. 

The church was designed by Isaac Wills, architect, whose 
plan, including a lofty ornamental steeple, was not carried 
out, and the unfiaiehcd front is composed solely of a grand 
portal, with half columns of the Doric order. 

Having presented the site of the church, and " in regard 
that most of the houses to be built in that parish would be 
built by him," Dawson was permitted to aominate the first vicar 
of St. Anne's ; the subsequent right of patronage of the vica- 
rage, and of collation and presentation to it, being vested in 
the Archbishop of Dublin and his successors. 

The rectors of this church during the last century were — 

John Madden, Thomas Smyth (l?^^)' Richard Chaloner 

' Cobbe (1764), Hugh Hamilton (1767), Benjamin Domville 

(1768), Thomas Leiand (1773), H.L.Walsh (1785), Robert 

Fowler (1789), John Pomeroy (1794). 

In the vaults and cemetery of St. Anne's Church were 
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buried varioua persons of rank and importance, among whom 
may be mentioned Mrs. Hemana, who was interred under 
the south-western side of the chancel, in the wall of which 
is inserted a white marble slab, inscribed as follows, the poetry 
being from one of her own dirgee : — 

" IK TEE VAULT BEKRAIH 
ABE DEPO»<rrED THE HOBTAL BEVAXKS OF 

SHE DIED HAT ina, IBM, 

" Calm on the bosom of thy God, 

Fair spirit, rest thee now ! 
Even while with ub thy footsteps trode, 

HJH seal was on thy brow. 
Dust t« its narrow house beneath ! 

Soul to ite place on high 1 
They that have seen thy look in death 

No more may fear to die." 

St. Anne's parish, the area of which is 70 acres, 3 roods, 
aod IT perches, cont^ned, in 1851, 781 houses, and 8584 in- 
habitants. 

DawBon^street was set out lor building in the reign of 
Queen Anne, and amongst the residents in it were James, third 
Vi8COuntCbarlemont(l 734); the Earl ofAntrim(1736); Ad- 
miral Rowley, Commander of the English Mediterranean Fleet; 
Lord Desart ; Josiah Hort, Archbishop of Tuam ; and the 
Hon. Richard Tighe, to whom Farquhar dedicated his comedy 
of "The Inconstant," and who was the subject of some of 
SwifVs roost severe personal satires. In Dawson-street was 
tlie town residence of Mr. Mathew, of Thomastown, who, 
possessing a property of £8000 per annum, exerdsed, at bis 
seat in Tipperary, hospitality on the most extenmve scale, 
constantly entertaining a large number of guests with every 
possible luxury. With the object of accumulating sufficient 
of his income to carry out his scheme of hospitality, Mathew 
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speDt seven years of hia early life on the CoDtineDt, and re- 
turned to Ireland towards the latter end of the reign of Queen 
Anne. "Atthat time party spirit ran very high, butragedno- 
where with such violence as in Dublin, insomuch that duels were 
every day fought there on that score. There happened to be 
at that time two gentlemen in London, who valued themselves 
highly on their skill in fencing ; the name of one of them was 
Pack, the other Creed ; the former a major, the latter a cap- 
tain in the army. Hearing of these daily exploits in Dublin, 
they resolved, like two knight-errants, to go over in quest of 
adventures. Upon inquiry, they learned that Mr. Mathew, 
lately arrived from France, had the character of being one of 
the first swordsmen in Europe. Pack, rejoiced to find an 
antagonist worthy of him, resolved the first opportunity to 
pick a quarrel with him ; and meeting him as he was carried 
along the street in hia chmr, jostled the fore chairman. Of 
this Mathew look no notice, as supposing it to be accidental. 
But Pack afterwards boasted of it tn the public coffee-house, 
saying, that he had purposely offered this insult to that gen* 
tleman, who had not the spirit to resent it. There happened 
tobepreaentaparticularfriendof Mr. Mathew's, of the name 
of Macnomara, a man of tried courage, and reputed the best 
fencer in Ireland. He immediately took up the quarrel, and 
said, he was sure Mr. Mathew did not suppose the afiront in- 
tended, otherwise he would have chastised him on the spot; 
but if the Major would let him know where he was to be 
found, he should be wuted on immediately on hia finend's re- 
turn, who was to dine that day a little way out of town. The 
Major Bfdd that he should be at the tavern over the way, where 
he and his couipanion would wait their conmianda. Imme- 
diately on his arrival, Mathew being mode acquainted with 
what had pasaed, went from the coffee-houee to the tavern, 
accompanied by Macnamara. Bdng shown into the room 
where the two gentlemen were, after having secured the door, 
without any expostulation, Mathew and Pack drew their 
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ewordi), but Macnamara stopped tbem, sayiDg, he bad some- 
thing to propose before they proceeded to actioD. He said in 
cases of this nature he never could bear to be a cool spectator ; 
' So, sir' (addressing himself to Creed), ' if you please, I shall 
hare the honour of entertaining you in the same manner.' 
Creed, who desired no better sport, made no other reply than 
that of instantly drawing his swor^, and to work the four 
champions fell, with the same composure as if it were only s 
fendng-nmtch with foils. The conflict was of some duration, 
and mtuntained with great obstinacy by the two officers, not- 
withstanding the great efliision of blood from the many wounds 
which they had received. At length, quite exhausted, they 
both fell, and yielded the victory to the superior skUl of their 
antagonists. Upon this occasion, Mathew gave a remarkable 
proof of the perfect composure of his mind during the action. 
Creed had fallen the first, upon which Pack exclaimed, * Ah, 
poor Creed, are you gone ?' * Yes,' said Mathew, very 
composedly, ' and you shall instantly Pack after him ;' at the 
same time making a home-thrust quite through his body, 
which threw him to the ground. This was the more remark- 
able, as he was never in his life, either before or after, known 
to have lumed at a pun. The number of wounds received by 
the vanquished parties was very great ; and what seems almost 
miraculous, their opponents were untouched. The surgeons, 
seeing the desperate state of thdr patients, would not suffer 
them to be removed out of the room where they fought, but 
had beds immediately conveyed into it, on which they Iny 
many hours in a state of insenubility. When they came to 
themselves, and saw where tliey were, Pack, in a feeble voice, 
8ud to his companion, < Creed, I think we are the conquerors, 
for we have kept the field of battle.' For a long time their 
lives were despiured of, but, to the astonishment of every one, 
they both recovered. When they were able to see company, 
Mathew and his friend attended them daily, and a close inti- 
macy ftft«rwardB ensued, as they found them men of probity, 
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and of the beat dispositions, except in this Quixotic idea of 
duelling, whereof they were now perfectly cureil." 

Among the numerous personages of distinction who resided 
in Dawson -street between 1750 and the Union were General 
Bligh (1752); Lady Maude (1753); Lord Castleconier; Lord 
Bothes (1756); the Earl of Westmeath (1762); Thomas 
MarUy, Bishop of Dromore (1763); the Earl of Lanes- 
borough (1768); Sir John Pamell (1772); Lord Naas (1780); 
Henry Grattan (1783); Viscount Mayo; and Viscount 
Strabane. 

In DawBOD-Btreet, during the years immediately preceding 
his death in 1787, resided Simon Luttrell, Baron Imham and 
E^l of Carhampton, son of Colonel Henry Luttrell, whose trea- 
son to the Irish Jacobites, in 1 69 1 . rendered his family name po- 
pularly synonymous with perfidy. Simon Luttrell, bora in 
1713, was educated at Eton, sat for many years in the English 
House of Commons, and subsequently in the Irish House of 
Peers. In 1768 he was created Baron Irnham of Luttrells- 
town, county of Dublin, and, as fether of Henry Lawcs Lut- 
trell, incurred much popular odium in England. Junius and 
other political writers of the day averred that the depravity of 
the human heart could not produce anything more bnse and 
detestable than the immorality of Lord Imham, in duping a 
youthful friend to marry the notorious Polly Davis. The 
crimes ascribed to Lord Iraham are alluded to in a satire of 
the time, in which the Devil, supposed to be grown old, is 
represented as summoning before him those who have the 
strongest claims to succeed him as King of Hell. After 
having introduced Lord Littleton's profligate son, amongst 
others, addressing Satan, the poem concludes with the follow- 
ing lines : — 

" But, as he spoke, there issued from the crowd 
Imham the base, tlie cruel, and the proud ; 
And eager cried — ' I boast superior claim 
To Hell's dark throne, and Iiiiham is my name. 
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What, Bhall that stripling Lord contend with mc? 

I hare four sons, as old and bod ae he I 

Whate'er he aweare, I'll swear — he says, I'll say ! 

And look, all-gracious King, my hatn are gray f 

Th' aetonish'd demons on each other gaz'd. 

And Satan's self sat silent and amaz'd; 

Berolring in his dubious mind the state 

And crimes of each aqniing candidate ; 

When clanking chains and doleful shrieks were heard, 

And injur'd Nesbitt's raring ghost appear'd : 

His bosom hear'd with many a torturing sigh, 

And bloody streams gush'd forth from either eye. 

With piteous look, he did a tale unfold, 

Black with snch honid deeds, that, being told, 

HcU'b craggy vaults with acclamations ring. 

And joyful shouts of — ' Imham shall be King '.' " 

Lord Iroham was, in 178), crcRted Viscount, and in 1785, 
£ar1 of Carhampton. A writer, well acquainted with him, de- 
clares that the infamous chargeB brought against lum by his po< 
litical opponents are almost, without exception, to be regarded 
as the mere fabrications of a party ; and adds that, as a com- 
panion, a more agreeable man could scarcely be found. " He 
was the delight of those whose sodety be fi^quented whilst he 
resided in Dublin, as he did almost constantly towards the 
doee of his life. Hia conversation was charming ; full of 
Bound sense, perfect acqu^ntance with the histories of the 
moat distinguished persons of his own age and that which pre- 
ceded it; without the least garrulity pursuing various narra- 
tives, and enlivening all with the most graceful original hu- 
mour. In many respects it resembled that species of conver- 
sation which the French, at a period when society was beet 
understood, distinguished above all other colloquial excellence 
of that day by the appropriate phrase of I' Eiprit de MorU- 
mart. Gay, simple, very peculiar, yet perfectly natural, easy 
and companionable; unambitious of all ornament, but embel- 
lished by that unstudied and becoming air, which a just taste, 
improved by long familiarity with persons of the best man- 



itizecy Google 



DAW80N-STBBKT. 301 

nera, can alone bestow. Lord Carhampton was an excellent 
Bcbolar ; but as the subjects whicb engaged his attention in 
general were either political, or such as an agreeable man of 
the world would most dwell on, in mixed companiee, his lite- 
rary acquirements were only, or more peculiarly, known to 
those who lived in greater intimacy with him," 

At No. 19, Dawson- street, from the year 1791, resided 
Luke White, already noticed as having previously carried on 
the business of a publisher and bookseller in Crampton>court 
and Dame^treet. " Luke White," wrote Richard Lalor 
Shell in 1823, " is in Ireland a person of coqsiderable impor- 
tance, although in England he would, in all likelihood, have 
been almost unknown. So many strange and sudden produc- 
tions of fortune are thrown up by the rich, commercial soil of 
England that they seldom attract a very peculiar notice; 
wlule, in Ireland, the means of acquisition are so limited, that 
the wealth of Luke White is regarded as prodigious. The 
pouch and paunch of the hugest alderman of Cheapside are 
not beyond the emulation of the humblest tenant of a desk, 
who, iu the nibbing of bis pen, casts, through the dueky win- 
dow, an aspiring glance at the ponderous citizen, and, cheered 
by the golden model, bends with alacrity to his work again ; 
but when the spare figure of Luke White glides like the 
ghost of Croesus through College-green, where is the Hiber- 
nian shop-boy who ever dreamed of compassing his portentous 
treasures 7 In truth," continued Sbeil, " the amazing fortune 
of this singularly prosperous man defeats all conjecture of the 
means by which it could have been accumulated. Some forty 
years ago he would have furnished matter for the ecstacies of 
Mr. Wordsworth. If the profound author of the ' Excursion' 
had seen him in one of the peregrinations incidental to his 
itinerant profession, he might have derived many valuable 
hints from so interesting a prototype, and added to the sub- 
lime beauties of that admirable poem. Its hero and Mr. 
White were of tlie same craft, or, to speak more appropri- 
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ately both with respect to Mr. White and Mr. Wordaworth, 
of the satne mystery. To avoid the lue of an ignoble word 
from which the poet has Btudiously abstained, and express the 
fact with circumlocutory dignity, Mr. Whyte was do more or 
lesB than 

' A wandering merchant, bent beneath his bad.' 

The latter consisted of books, which he carried through various 
parts of the country ; and I have heard old men say, that they 
remember to have seen him with his cargo of portable litera- 
ture upon his back, toiUng upon a blustering dayalong the road, 
and driving a hard bai^in for Corderey or Cornelius Nepos 
at the door of a village school. 'When he had acquired a suf- 
ficient sum, through dint of his vagrant industry, to dispense 
with the necessity of travelling, he fixed himself in more per- 
manent importance at a stall in a small alley, called CnuDp> 
ton-court, and soon afVerwards purchased a shop. Book-piracy 
was at that time legal in Ireland, and the buccaneers of litera- 
ture drove a profitable trade. Luke White, accordingly, be- 
came a publisher. He next engaged in speculations in the 
lottery; from the lottery he plunged into the funds, and 
tnroed the rebellion to a good account. Further," adds Shell, 
"I am unable to retrace his progress to the golden summit on 
which he stands ; but it is enough to say Uuit he is now 
[1823] worth a million of money. He is largely endowed 
with good sense ; and, so far fix>m blushing at the former infe- 
riority of his station, he looks back from hb elevatioD with n 
sentiment of honourable pride, upon the road which has con- 
ducted him to such an eminence. It is not a little remarkap 
ble that his manners are wholly free from vulgarity, aod not 
only unafTected, but highly polished, and not without a cast 
of the Court. Strongly as he ie attached to gold, he ia still 
more fond of power, and never allows his avarice to interfere 
with his ambition." 
^ Much of White's wealth was acquired by his loan nego- 
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tiatioDS with the GoTemment previous to the Uaion. In a 
letter which he addresaed, in June, 1800, to Lord Caatle- 
reagh, we 6nd him asserting that biB concern for the support 
of public credit was particularly evinced in former loan hid- 
dings, especially in 1798, when many people were, or affected 
to be. afr^d to advance their money to Govemmeut. It 
would appear that White, in 1800, forfeited to theGoTCmment 
of Ireland XT^tOOO, lodged by him as a deposit for a loan of 
a million and a half, which he did not complete on the day 
stipulated by his contract. White secured a seat, as Member 
for Leitrim, in the Imperial Parliament, and after three con- 
testa succeeded in having his son Thomas returned for the city 
of Dublin, as representative of the Liberal party, in 1823. 
Luke White died in London on the 25th of February, 1824. 
He was said to have contributed to accelerate the Emancipa- 
tion of the Catholics by the spirited nuuiner in which he ex- 
pended £200,000 in contesting elections with the opponents 
of that measure. 

On the eastern side of Bawson-street stands a large de- 
tached mansion, formerly styled '* Northland House," from 
having been the residence of Thomas Knox, created Baron 
Welles in 1781, and Viscount Northland, of Dungannon, 
ID 1791. Before his elevation to the peerage, ' Knox sat 
in the Irish House of Commons, as representative of Dun- 
gannon, of which borough he was the proprietor. Amongst 
hJB sons were William Knox, Bishop of Derry, and £dward 
Knox, Bishop of Limerick. With George Knox, fifth son of 
Viscount Northland, Wolfe Tone contracted an intimacy at 
the Temple in London. Tone declared himself to have been 
as proud of this friendship as of any circumstance of his life ; 
and described Knox as a man of inappreciable merit, loved to a 
ft degree of enthusiasm by all who had the happiness to know 
him. " I," stud Tone, " scarcely know any person whose 
esteem and approbation I covet so much ; and I had, long after 
the commencement of our acquaintance, when I was iu cir- 
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cuinatsiicee of peculiar and trying difficulty, and deserted by 
many of my former friends, the unspeakable consolation and 
support of finding George Knox still the same, and of preaerr- 
ing bis esteem unabated. Hie steady friendship," added Tone, 
"has made an indelible impression of gratitude and affection 
on my heart." 

The first Viscouut Northland died in 1818, and was 
succeeded by his eldest sod, Thomas Knox. Since 1852, 
" NortMand House" has been occupied by the Boyal Irish 
Academy, the Museum and Library of which were erected 
by Government on the gardens at the rere of the mansion, 

In 1853 the Academy received a coUectioo of books ADd 
manuscripts from the representatives of the late William ElUot 
Hudson; and in 1855 Thomas Moore's widow presented bU 
library to this Institution. 

On the expiration of Dr. T.B. Bobinson'e term of office in 
1856, the Academy elected aa its President the Rev. James 
Henthorn Todd, D.D., Senior Fellow of Trinity College, 
Dublin, to whose labours and exertions is munly owing the 
great progress made during our time in the knowledge of the 
original and true materials of Irish history. 

The public annual grant to the Academy was augmented 
io 1852 from £300 to £500, an amount totally inadequate to 
the requirements of this, the nationid Institute of Ireland, 
which is thus precluded from effectively carrying out the ob- 
jects of its various departments ; consequently many valuable 
doGimienta and remains, instead of being secured for the coun- 
try with which they are identified, are permitted to pass into 
foreign collectioDs, seriously impediog the advancement of 
historic studies in Ireland. 

Notwithstanding its limited public grant, the Academy 
has, since its location in Dawson-street, published various im- 
portant contributions to Science, amongst which may be men- 
tioned an " Account of the Marine Botany of tlie Colony of 
■Western Australia," by W.H, Harvey, M.D. ; and the Rev. 
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Samael Haughtoo's XKacusaioa uf the Tidea on the Coast of 
Ireland, with espeoal reference to the separation of the solar 
and lunar diamal tides. The latter work, from its treatment 
of the individual stations, and its comparison of all with such 
theory ae exists, is regarded by the highest authorities as the 
most valuable addition made for many years past to the 
•(uence of tides. Mr. Haughton's labours were based on the 
tidal observations made in 1850-61, by direction of the Aca- 
demy ; the reduction of the meteorological observations was 
undertaken by the Rev. Humphrey Lloyd, Ex-President of 
the Institution, whose notes on the Meteorology of Ireland, 
deduced from these obserTations, form a portion of the twen- 
ty-third volume of the Academy's Transactions. 

In the department of National Archeeology various valuable 
papers have been contributed by the Kev. William Beeves, to 
whom the Academy in 1858 presented a gold " Cunningham 
Medal" for his important works on the Ecclesiastical History 
of Ireland. 

The Academy's publication most generally interesting to 
the Irish people is the Catal(^ue of the Museum, by Dr. 
W. B. Wilde, whose labours in the arrangement, classification, 
and elaborate description of the national collection of historic 
remains, add another to his many previous and well-earned 
claims on the gratitude and respect of his countrymen. 



itizecy Google 



( 306 ) 



CHAPTER V. 
ST. Andrew's church — svffolk- street — hog-hill — 

CHURCH-tAKB— TRIKITT-LANB — WILLI AM-STU BET. 

The old oliurch of St. Andrew, on the southeni side of 
Dame-Btreet, haviDg been totally demolislied some years before 
tlie RestoratioD of Cliarles II., the Parliament of Ireland, in 
1665, passed an Act separating the parish of St. Andrew 
from that of St. Werburgh, extending its limits by the addi- 
tion of Lazar's-hill, and authorizing the pariehioners, by con- 
tributions among themselves, to rebuild the church in such 
manner as they should agree upon. Under this statute the 
patronage of the vicarage of St. Andrew's was vested in the 
Archbishop of Dublin, the Lord Chancellor, the Vice-Trea- 
surer, Chief Justices, Chief Baron, and Master of the Rolls; 
ten pounds per annum were appropriated, payable by the 
vicar to the Precentor of St. Patrick's, as andent proprietor 
of the rectory ; and the churchwardens and their successors 
were constituted a body corporate. Arthur Earl of Anglesey 
and Sir John Temple were appointed the first churchwardens 
of the new church of St. Andrew, of which Richard Lingard, 
Professor of Divinity in Trinity College, was nominated first 
vicar ; and he, dying in 1669, was succeeded by Dr. Anthony 
Dopping. 

In April, 1670, the parish resolved that the new church, 
after an oval model by William Dodaon, should be erected on 
"the old bowling-green" given to them by Henry Jones, 
Bishop of Meath ; the expense of the building being defrayed 
by subscripdons and parochial assessments. The first register 
of this porisli commences on 3rd of March, 1670, and the vestry 
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accounts in 1671 cont^n the following entries: — "To enter- 
tun the Lord Mayor, 14«.; to the Lord Mayor, the city rent 
of the churchyard, in lien of a couple of capons, 5t." Among 
the holders of eeata in the church, in 1674, were the Countess 
of Clancarty, Sir John Temple, Sir Maurice Eustace, Henry 
Aston, John Bogerson, and Sir Alexander Bence. 

Michael Hewetson, author of a work on St. Patrick'sPur- 
gatory, was appointed rector of St. Andrew's, on the elevation 
of Anthony Popping to the See of Kildare, in 1678; at 
which period a dispute arose between this parish and that of 
St. Werburgh, relative to their clums on part of Dame-street. 
Dopping's statement of the rights of St. Andrew's will be 
found in the Appendix, printed from hie autograph manu- 
script. By acts of their vestries, in 1682, the parishioners of 
St. Werburgb's and St. Andrew's agreed to submit to the 
decision of the Archbishop of Dublin the difference between 
them concerning " the mears and bounds of St. Werburgh's 
parish, without Dam's Gate." 

Michael Hewetson was succeeded as rector of St. Andrew's, 
in December, 1693, by John Travers, grandson of Sir Robert 
Travers, son of John Trnvers, of Ballinamore, county of Cork, 
by his wife Sarah, sister of the poet, Edmund Spenser. 

John Travers, Vicar of St. Andrew's, bom in 1663, was 
educated at Trinity College, Dublin, of which he was elected 
a Scholar in 1683; he was appointed Chancellor of Christ 
Church in 1699, and held in the Cathedral of St. Patrick, 
successively, the Prebends of Tassagard and Monmohenoc. 
Soon after Travers had been appointed vicar of St. Andrew's, 
an anonymous document, charging him with neglect and pe- 
culation, was transmitted to the Archbishop of Dublin. A 
full vestry, assembled at St. Andrew's Church on the 25th 
of February, 1694, protested agtunat these accusations aa 
false and mslicions ; and to a copy of them, preserved among 
the records of the church, is appended the following note, in 
the autograph of Travers : — " The above complwnt was forged 
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and made by Mr. Hewetaon, late miDister of St. Andrew'e, aa 
was first discovered, and afterwards confessed bj himBelf. 
This I aver. — John Travers." 

Travers contributed twelve pounds per annum to the 
establishment of a parochial school in 1709, and erected an 
alms-house for poor widows. The church possesses a large 
silverdish, with the following inscription, presented by him: — 
" D. O. M. In U9um Ecclesite Parochialis !St. Andren juxta 
Dublin, Reverendus Johannes Travers, S.T.P., ejusdem Pa. 
rochise per viginti sex annos Vlcarius, banc patioam humillime, 
D. D. C. Abuo Domini uoccxx." The parish also re- 
ceived from Travers two large silver flagons, each of which ia 
inscribed as follows: — "D. O. M. In usum altaris Ecclesiie 
Parochialis SanctiAndrea:,juxta Dublin, Reverendus Johannca 
Travers, S.T.P., (ejusdcm Parochis, 30 jam annis Vicarins) 
hanclagenam humillime D.D.C. Festo Paschatis, mdccxxiv." 

Travers died on the 17th of September, 1727, and be- 
queathed £500 to the parochial schools and widows' alms- 
house which he had established. At his death, the statute 
passed in the sixth year of Queen Anne came into operation, 
constituting portions of St. Andrew's a new parish, under the 
name of St. Mark's. Robert Dougatt succeeded Travers in 
the rectorship of St. Andrew's, to which Alexander Brad- 
ford was presented in April, 1731. 

In St. Andrew's, which from its form was popularly called 
the *' Round Church," sermons were always preached on 
days of public solemnity before the Speaker and Members of 
the House of Commons of Ireland; and in it, from 1736, were 
performed the annual concerts for the benefit of Mercer's 
Hospital. In 1745 St. Andrew's parish petitioned Parlia- 
ment, stating the church to be in so ruinous a condiUon that 
an expenditure of £1000 was absolutely necessary to roof it 
newly ; that the generality of the parishioners were unable to 
pay their proportions of so large a sum, and praying the 
House of Commons to take their case into favoorable oonn- 
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deratioD, as its Members resorted to this church on all public 
occasions. On this petition, the Parliament of Ireland granted 
the parish £600 towards the repairs of the church. Isaac 
Mann, appointed Vicar of St. Andrew's in 1750, was suc- 
ceeded in 1767 by Henry Browne ; and in 1763 the parish 
presented a petition to ParHament, setting forth that the 
church was in a ruinous and dangerous condition, requiring 
immediate and lat^ repairs; that the church-yard was much 
too small for the interment of the dead ; that the watch-house 
was most iDconveniently placed, obstructing the passage |to 
the Parliament House, and intercepting the view of the Col- 
lege ; that rents were so extremely high, this parish being 
the principal scat of trade in the city, the minister was under 
great difficulty to provide himself a house convenient for the 
discharge of his parochial duties. " That the petitioners," 
continues the memorial, " beg leave to inform the House [of 
Commons] that there is, contiguous to the church-yard, ground 
in lease from the city, which may (or a small sum be purchased ; 
that part of this would sufficiently enlarge the burying-ground, 
and open a communication with 'Chequer-lane, a passage there 
being very much wanted ; and that, on the other part, a watch- 
house, and also a house for the accommodation of the minister, 
might be erected." In consideration of the advantage to be 
received by the minister of the parish for the time being, it 
was proposed that the incumbent should, for himself and 
successors, give up to the public his right to ten pounds per 
annum, payable on the Establishment, on account of houses 
thrown down where the Parliament House stands ; as also 
any future claim or compensation ibr any loss, not iexceed< 
■ng £60 yearly, which might accrue from the demolition of 
other houses for the public service. The House of Commons 
did not make any grant on this petition, although the Parlia- 
mentary Committee, to which it bad been referred, reported 
that £2000 would be needed for the immediate repiurs of 
the church ; and that it was necessary to enlarge the burial- 
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ground of tiie parish. In 1784 the Hon. John Hewitt waa 
presented to the rectoiy of St. Andrew's ; and the church 
having become ruinous, the parish, in May, 1793, appointed a 
Committee to carry its repairs into execution. The original 
foundation was so welt built, that it was found uonecesBarf to 
take down the walls below the level of the windows, and for 
the new church, the pariah selected the plans of Mr. John 
Hartwetl, to whom they awarded the prize of twenty guineas 
which diey had ofiered. The Parliament of Ireland granted 
£500 in 1796, and £1000 in 1799. to enable the parish to 
complete the reptur of the church, and to make proper accom- 
modation in it for the reception of the Members of the House 
of CommonB and their Speaker, when they should attend 
dirioe worship there. In 1800 Hartwell resigned his con- 
nexion with the building, the completion of which was then 
committed to Franius Johnston, who designed the front oppo- 
site to Church-lane, and devised the plans for the arrangements 
of the pews and galleries, which, with all the interior work, 
were executed by James Lever, of the North Strand, a con- 
tractor of eminence, and father of our Irish novelist. In 
1802 the Earl of Hardwicke, Lord Lieutenant, presented to 
the parish the large gilt chandelier which had belonged to die 
Irish House of Commons, and which baa lately been trane- 
ferred from the church to the Examination Hall of Trinity 
College. 

The following estimate hy the great Dublin sculptor, for 
the statue still standing over the entmnce to St. Andrew's 
Church, illustrates the low condition of the fine arts in the 
metropolis of Ireland immediately after the Union : — 

" Estimate by Edward Smyth, sculptor, hine 6th, 1 803, 
forexecating a statue of Saint Andrew, in Portland 
stone, for the new &ont of St Andrew's Church, 
seven feet high, according ia model exhibited by 
him for that purpose, finding the stone, &c., &&, 
for £113 15 
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He begs lea^e to submit the foUowing mode of paymeDt 
and time to coosideratioa, viz., the sum of ten gui- 
neas per month, on account, to be paid for four 
months, in which time the statue shall be com- 
pletely finished, 43 10 

The iWther sum of five gnineos to be paid in hand for 
defraying all ezpenses of loading, carnage, stone- 
cutter, making a level base, and erecting the black, 
being about 3^ tons weight, 5 13 



Balance in Treasurer's hands, ... 51 3 9 

' ' This proposal I think fair, as Mr. Smyth was pud the same price 

for figures of a similar kind, and the manner of payment I think 

oatiflfiictory and convenient — June 7tb, 1803. — Feahcis Johnston." 

The Imperial Parliament, in 1805, granted £6000 to be 
applied towards completing the building of St. Andrew's 
Church, and the erection of a steeple and spire, the first stone 
of which was laid in April of the same year. The Dissenting 
congregation of Eustace-street accommodated the parishioners 
of St, Andrew's in their place of worship from 1793 till the 
church was completed and opened, on Sunday, the 8th of 
March, 1807, on which occasion many of the chief personages 
in Dublin attended, and the money collected amounted to 
£538 I0j.9(f. The total sum expended on the rebuilding of the 
church and the purchase of an organ amounted to aboat£22,000. 
The church of St. Andrew, says Mr. William Monck Mason, 
" is of a circular form ; its interior very splendidly decorated, 
but its exterior, together with its unfinished steeple, exhibits a 
strange heterogeneous coUecdon of architectural blunders ; the 
humour of every one of its tasteless projectors appears to have 
been grati&ed by the introduction of somewhat of his favour- 
ite style: so much of its steeple as is finished is Gothic, exe- 
cuted in hewn limestone ; the church is of brick ; the entrance 
or porch of granite; the situation of every part is likewise 
misplaced ; the church opens upon the street, so that divine 
service is perpetually interrupted by the noise of carriages ; 
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had the steeple been pbced so that its lower port should serve 
as a vesUbuIe, this moat ooneiderable defect in its construction 
would have been remedied." 

St. Andrew's parish, in area 42 acres, 1 rood, and 35 
perches, oontuned, in 1851, 796 houses and 8584 inhabitants. 

Suffolk-street appears to have beenformed towards the close 
of the seventeenth century. Among the residents in it during 
the early years ofthe last century were William Palliser, Arch- 
biahop of Casbel ; and Sir Constantine Phipps, Lord Chan- 
cellor and Lord Justice of Ireland in the reign of Queen Anne, 
and ancestor ofthe Marquis of Normanby. In Suffolk-street, at 
the same period, resided Sir Bichard Coz. Bom at Bandon 
in 1650, Coz commenced his career as an attorney in the Ma- 
nor Courts of Monster, and, having obtained the appointment 
of Recorder of Kinsale, rendered himself so obnoxious to the 
native Irish that, when the latter came into power under 
James II., be deemed it expedient to retire to Bristol, where 
he practised as a lawyer, and compiled a work entitled " Ht- 
bemia Anglicana ; or, the History of Ireland from the Con- 
quest thereof by the English to tlus present Time," 1669-90. 
For this history, wliich extends only to the year 1653, Cox 
was furnished with materials from the Lambeth Library, but 
hts compilation was hasty and inaccurate, replete with partisan 
virulence against the Irish, his eenUments towards whom are 
exhibited by the following passage referring to the execution 
of Charles I.: — 

"And now," writes Coz, "how gladly would I draw a cur- 
twn over that dismal and unhappy thirtieth of January [1649], 
whereon the Royal Father of our country suffered martyrdom! 
Oh! that I could say they were Irishmen that did that abomi- 
nable fact, or that I could justly lay it at the door of the Pa- 
pists. But how much soever they might obliquely or design- 
edly contribute to it, 'tis certiun it was actually done by others." 
As Private Secretary to the Secretary of State, Coz attended 
the Prince of Orange to Ireland, and for his services to the 
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Williamitea was appointed Second Justice oftheCommonPleaa. 
He Bubsequeoti; held the CfaaDcelloTBhip and Chief Justice- 
ebip of the King's Bench ; and availed himself of his position 
to imprison illegally for a year in Newgate Hugh M'Curtin, 
an Irish historiographer of the county of Clare, for having, in a 
treatise published in 1717, exposed the unfounded statements 
vrhich were promulgated in his *< HibemiaAnglicana" relative 
to the laws and customsofthe Irish previous to theEnglish inva- 
aon. Coi projected a geographical description of Ireland, and 
wrote poems on Ginkle's success in Ireland, and on the death of 
Chancellor Porter. He was said to have been much attached 
to literature, and, until some years before his death in 1733, 
he continued to be a busy actor in the party politics of the 
Anglo-Proteatant Ascendant^ of those times. 

On the southern side of Suffolk-street, from about 1716, 
was the residence of Robert, nineteenth Earl of Kildare, a 
religious and benevolent nobleman, noticed as follows by his 
contemporary, LaurenceWhyte : — 

" Eildare's a precedent for lords 
To keep their honour and their words ; 
Since all our Peers to him give place, 
His fair exampleB let them trace, 
Whose virtues claim precedence here, 
Even abstracted from the Peer. 
His morals make him still more great, 
And to his titles and estate 
Add such a lustre and a grace 
As suits his ancient noble race, 
Surrounding him with all their rays. 
Above the compass of our lays. 
Instead of duns to crowd his door. 
It is snrronnded by the poor ; 
Uy Lord takes care to see them aerv'd, 
And saves some thousands from l>eing starv'd ; 
Nor docs he think himself too great 
Each morning on the poor to wait ; 
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And as his charity ne'er ceases. 
His fortune ev'ry day increases. 
Has many thousands at command, 
A large estate and lib'ral hand." 

Lord Eildare married, in 1708, Mary O'Brien, daughter 
of William, third Earl of Inchlquin, one of the moat beautiful 
women of her time- 
While resident in Suffolk-street, the Countess of Eildare, 
in 172S, contributed one hundred pounds towards the support 
of the alma-houae founded by the Rev. John Travera for poor 
widows; and the parish ofSt. Andrew etill possesses two Urge 
silver dishes, wdghing upwards of ninety ounces, presented 
by her in 1731. 

Robert, Karl of Eildare, was, on his death in 1744i suc- 
ceeded by his eon, James, already noticed as having erected 
** Eildare House," in " Moleswortb Fields." 

In Suffolk-street, in 1720, residetl Richard Castle, tlie ar- 
chitect of many fine edifices in various parte of Ireland. Castle 
is Eud to have been a native of Germany, to have made the 
"grand tour" of Europe, and to have come to Ireland on the 
invitation of Sir Gustavus Hume, for whom he derigned a man- 
sion atCastle Hume, countyofFermanagh. The report of Castle 
having fumiehed the design for the Parliament House bas been 
already mentioned, and some artists have considered that hia 
style ie recognisable in this edifice ; but his name does not ap- 
pear connected vritb it in any authentic record ; and its plan 
was ascribed to Captain Fearce in the official documents and 
public prints of the time ; amongst the latter we find the 
following lines on this subject in a broadside, entitled "The 
Speech of the first stone laid in the Parliament House to the 
Govemmeut, Februarys, I728-9,"by Henry Nelson: — 

" Next let my gratitude and due respect 
Be hnmbly paid to the great architect ; 
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And as hie merit, let his praises ring, 
Wbo did me first to this great honour bring. 
Let ev'Tj tongue in softest note rehearse, 
Time after time, the worth of Captain Fearce ; 
All hail to thee ! who only is the man 
That by yonr art haa formed this nohle plan, 
And as the Btractorei on my shooldera rise, 
So diall yoQT praise, exalted to the skies ; 
The pile miyeetic shall its beanty show. 
And all its beauty to your judgment owe ; 
To future ages celebrate the name 
Of its projector, and record your fome." 

In 1736 Castle published "An Essay towoitl supplying 
the cit; of Dublin with water," the practical principles of which 
treatise he states to have been collected by him from some re- 
marks made in hb trayels, on the best waier-works then exists 
ing. The first stone lock In Ireland — that on thcNewry Canal 
— was erected by Castle, who was engaged under the Board of 
Inland Navigation till dismissed by its Governors in 1736. 
The piindpal buildings in Dublin designed by Castle were the 
Lying-in Hospital; the cupola of the College Chapel, the 
College Printing Office, Lelnster House, Tyrone House in 
Malborough-street ; and the Music Hall in Fishamble-street, 
which Handel pronounced to be one of the most complete and 
best sounding rooms of the kind in Europe. Castle was re- 
markably ready at drawing, and so clear in his directions to 
workmen that the most ignorant could not err. " He was a 
man of the strictest inte^^ty, and lughly esteemed by the no- 
bility and gentry, not only as an artist, but as an agreeable 
companion. His extensive engagements gave him opportuni- 
ties of acquiring much wealth; but he was improrident, and 
frequently distressed. He satarificed much to Bacchus, and, 
when in Dublin, passed his evenings with Dr. Mosse of the 
Hospital, and a few more, at a tavern, which they seldom left 
before three or four in the morning. He was whimsical in some 
things : he bad an aversion to shaving himself, and was cautious 
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of those he employed ; he fixed upon a Mr. Simpson, a stucco- 
worker, who performed that operation for some jears, and was 
BO well pleased with his performance, that he recommended him 
to much business aa a plasterer. When the effect of his works 
was not such as be liked, he frequently pulled them down ; and 
whenever he came to inspect them, he required the attendance 
of all the artificers, who followed him in a long train. He maiv 
ried a lady inLisbum, who died before him, but had no children. 
He continued a widower to his death, which bappenedat Carton 
[on the 19th of February, 17SI]. Aft«r dinner be retired to 
write to the carpenter who was employed at Leioster House, 
then erecting. He was seized with a fit, as was supposed, and 
suddenly expired ; for he was found dead in his chair. He had 
been long afflict«d with the gout, acquired by intemperance 
and late hours. At his decease he was between fifty and sixty 
years old, and was interred in the church of Maynootb." 

Castle introduced so fine a taste for architecture in this 
kingdom, that, says a writer in 1751, "had be lived a few years 
longer, the edifices of our nobility and gentry might vie with 
those of every other country whatever ; in short, his death is a 
great loss to the public, but bis buildings will be monuments 
of his worth to latest posterity." 

Towards the close of the last century, Thomas Milton, the 
engraver, appears to have possessed materials for a memoir of 
this eminent architect, whose name, it may be observed, has 
been variously written — Castle, Castles, Cassel, and Castell. 

After the removal of Lord Kildare to *' Kildare House," 
the greater part of the southern side of Suffolk-street was 
occupied by the mansion of John Villiers, Earl of Grandison, 
on whose death here, in 1766, that earldom became extinct. 

In Suffolk-street resided Samuel Clossy, M.D., admitted in 
1 766 a Licentiate of the King and Queen's College of Phy- 
sicians in Ireland, of which he was elect«d Fellow in 1761, at 
which period he was Fhysidan to Mercer's Hospital. In 
1763 appeared at I^ondon, " ObBervations on some of the 
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Diseases of tlie parts of the Human Body, chiefly taken from 
the DissectJons of Morhid Bodies by Samuel CloBsy, M.D. :" 
8vo, pp. 195. This volume, which ia one of the earliest patho- 
logical works in the English language, contains fifty-three 
observations on post-mortem examinationa, made chiefly in 
Steeveos' Hospital, Dublin, divided into six sections: — I. 
The head; 2. The neck and chest; 3. The liver; 4. The 
dropsy; 5- The intestines; 6. The kidneys and bladders. 
Having emigrated to America, Glossy commenced at New 
York, in November, 1763, a course of forty-four lectures on 
anatomy, of which branch of saence he was one of the earliest 
cultivators in the New World, and attained such distinction 
as a teacher, that he was appointed Professor of Anatomy in 
the first Medical School established in America, at New 
York, in 1768. The family of Glossy were resident in St. 
Andrew's pariah, Dublin, from the early part of the last cen- 
tury, and their name appears to have been an Anglicized form 
of the Irish Ua Clochataigh, or O'Clohessy. 

The " Incorporated Society," for the promotion of Pro- 
testant Schools in Ireland, became located in Suffolk-street 
in 1 758 ; and io this street, nearGrafton-street, in 1 768, was the 
auction-room of James VaUance, id which were sold many 
valuable libraries. The " Hibernian" and the " Robio Hood" 
Societies for free debate, in 1771, held their meetings at 
8 P. H. at " King's Great Boom" in Suflblk-street. For ad- 
mission to these political dtscusBions one shilling was charged, 
but ladies were admitted gratis, and a certtun portion of the 
room was ruled ofl* for their accommodation. 

The " UniversalJoumalist" was published, in 1768, "for 
the Spectator Club," in Suffolk-street. While carrying on 
the business of printer, printrseller, and perfumer, at No. 21, 
in this street, Vincent Dowling issued a newspaper styled 
*' The Oracle, or Sunday Gazette," commenting on the 4th 
September, 1776. 

In the early years of the last century various personages 
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of nuik aod station resided in " Church-street," subsequentl; 
styled St. AndrewVstreet, but more popularly known as 
" Hog Hill," which name was the last local vestige that sur- 
vived of the ancient ** Hoggea" already ooliced. 

From 1744 to his death, ia September, 1763, Andrew 
Miller,an Irish mezzotinto engraver, dwelt on Hog Hill, where 
he published many works of high merit in this department of 
art, a catalogue of which, printed for the first time, will be 
found in the Appendix. 

George Barret, the distiuguished Dublin punter, while 
reudent on Hog Hill, in 1 762, issued proposak for publishing, 
by subscription, thefbur following landscapes punted by him, 
and to be engraved, under his own inspection, by John Dixon : — 
Powerscourt House, and the adjacent country; a view in the 
Dargle called the Caetle Bock ; a view in the Dargle called 
the Dahool ; the Waterfall in Powerscourt Park. Barret, 
receiving no public encouragement in Ireland, soon afterwards 
settled in England, where he attuned the highest eminence as 
a delineator of scenery, and to his exertions was munly owing 
the foundation of the Royal Academy of London. 

John Trevere, of Hog Hill, a poor but independent lame 
oobbler, acquired great notoriety in Dublin, about the middle 
of the last century, by his wit and drollery. Crowds used to 
assemble round Trevere's stall on Hog Hill, to enjoy his 
jokes and sarcasms, many adnumble spedmens of which were 
traditionally preserved long afler their author's death in 
1765. 

John Philpot Currau, called to the Bar in 1776, dwelt 
on Hog Hill during the early gloomy years of bis professional 
career, and while resident in this locality he rec^ved his first 
important fee, for which he was indebted to the recommenda- 
tion of Arthur Wolfe, afterwards Ix)rd Eilwarden. " I then," 
said Curran, "lived upon Hog Hill; my wife and children 
were the chief furniture of my apartments; and aa to my rent, 
it stood pretty matii the same chance of Hquidatiou with the 
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National Debt. Mrs. Curron, however, was a barrister 'a lady, 
and what she wanted in wealth she was well determined should 
be supplied hy dignity. The landlady, on the other hand, 
liad DO idea of any gradation except that of pounds, sbiUingB, 
and pence. I walked out one morning to avoid the perpetual 
alteroalioDS on the subject, with my mind, you may ima- 
^ne, in no very enviable temperament. I fell into the gloom 
to which, from my ioiancy, I had been occasionally subject. I 
had a family for whom I had no dinner ; and a landlady for 
whom I had no rent. I had gone abroad in despondence — I 
returned home almost in desperation. When I opened the 
door of my study, where Lavater alone could have found a 
library, the first object which presented itself was an immense 
folio of a brief, twenty golden guineas wrapped up beude it, 
and the name of old Bob Lyons marked upon the back of it. 
I paid my landlady, bought a good dinner, gave Bob Lyons a 
share of it, and that dinner was the date of my prosperity." 

About 1(73, the name of Hog Hill was changed to " St. 
Andrew-street," among the residents in which, between 
that period and the dose of the last century, were Hugh 
Carleton, Soliator-General (1778), James W. Boyton, M.D., 
and Sui^eon James Henthom, first Secretary to the College 
of Surgeons in Li^land, in the foundation of which he was 
munly instmmental. Dr. Boyton took a prominent part in 
protecting Mary Neal, the daughter of his hair-dresser, agiunst * 
Lord Carhampton, and on this afliur, which attracted much 
public attention at the time, he published a pamphlet, en- 
titled '* Plain Truth ; or, a candid detail of some proceedings 
in the business of Neal and Lewellin, in answer to the misre- 
presentations of a recent publication, called ' An Authentic 
Narrative,' &c. By J. W. Boyton, M.D. :" 1789. 

In " Churcb-lane," extending from St. Andrew'sChnroh to 
College-green, was published the "Volunteers' Journal, or 
Irish Herald," the first number of which, printed by William 
Bulmer, appeared on the 11th of November, 1783. John 
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Williams, who aesumed the paeudonym of *■ Anthony Fas- 
quin," edited, for a time the " Volunteers' Journal," a number 
of which, issued on the 5th of April, 1784, was voted to be 
libellous by the House of Commons, who committed its pub- 
lisher, Matthew Carey, to Newgate on the Speaker's warrant, 
and peHtJoned the Viceroy to have prosecutions instituted 
against the writers, printers, and publishers of the paper. 
Carey, disguised as a female, eluded the Government prose- 
cutors, and settled in Philadelphia, where be married, estab- 
lished himself as a bookseller, and eventually became one of 
the most considerable publishers in America. He was gene- 
rally known as "Honest Matthew Carey of Philadelphia ;" 
and on hia death his spas succeeded to his estabtiabment. 

At No. 4, Church-lane, was the office of the " Press," a 
newspaper establbhed by Arthur O'Connor in 1 797, when the 
Irish people were Buffering from the illegal excesses of their 
English governors, whose soldiery had recently demolished the 
'* Northern Star," the only journal in Ireland which dared to 
publish accounts of their atrocities. The objects which the 
" Press" proposed to efect were detailed as follows : — 

" To extinguish party animosities, and introduce a cordial 
union of all the people on the basis of toleration and equal go- 
vernment; to call into action all that was noble and generous 
in the minds of Irishmen individually, as a sure means of ren- 
' dering them collectively a great and happy nation ; to class Ire- 
land in the scale of nations, and to give her an imperial pUce 
on the map of Europe ; to assert and miuntain her commercial 
rights, flagrantly encroached on by Dritish monopoly ; to incul- 
cate those maxims of economy and liberty, without which no 
nation can be grand or respectable ; to open new channels for 
industry, and the employ of our people in manufactures and in 
commerce, in our fisheries and our collieries, which, in complai- 
sance to the sister, or rather mistress nation, are doomed to con- 
tinue unworked ; to infuse notions of pure morality into the 
minds of the rising generation, and to recommend an attention 
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to the mild virtues of religion ; to increase the quantum of 
public happinesB ; to imprcBB indelibly on the mind that, next to 
a love of God, the love of country should have a place in the 
haman breast ; and finally, if not too preaumptuooa, or a pro- 
ject utterly impracticable, to procure a reform in the crying 
and manifold abuses of Government." 

" I," wrote Arthur O'Connor, "could cite myriads of&cls 
to substanUate the suppression of the publication of the enor- 
mous atrocities committed by the Government; but I will coo- 
fine myself to the mention of one, which has come within my 
own knowledge. Whilst I was confined in the [Benningham] 
Tower, the soldiers who were stationed all around it &red up at 
the prison ; and on b^g asked why they had fired without hav- 
ing challenged, or any pretext for so doing, they answered, 'that 
they had acted according to the orders they got.' As I was 
the only person confined in the prison, no doubt could remain 
that these orders were issued for the purpose of assassination. 
A gentleman, who had been an eye-witness of the attempt, 
took a statement of facts to the ' Evening Post,' which wns at 
that time esteemed the least corrupted paper in Dublin ; but 
the editor told him, that fearing his house and his press might 
experience the lute of the ' Northern Star,' he would not in- 
sert it; although the next day not only that print, but every 
other paper in town, contained an account of the transaction, 
in which there was not one word of truth, except the admis- 
sion that the shots had been fired. From the moment I was 
enlarged from the Tower," adds O'Connor, *' I determined to 
free the Press from this dastardly thraldom, that the conduct 
of those Ministers might be fiuthfully published." 

The United Irish So<uety, as a body, had not any con- 
cem in the " Press," which was the individual undertaking of 
O'Connor, who was its controller and editor ; the nominal pro- 
prietor was Peter Finerty, who issued its first number on 
Thursday, the 28tb of September, 1797- The paper, con- 
buning sixteen columns, was published on Tuesdays, Thurs- 
roL. til. Y 
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days, and Saturdays, tmd sold origiDally at two-pence, subse- 
quently at two-penoe hallpeiiny per nomber. The thirteenth 
number of the "Press," on the 26th of October, 1797, 
dontiuned a letter ngned " Marcus," addressed to the Lord 
Lieutenant, Earl Camden, arraigning him in fonuble lan- 
gn^e for not having extended clemency to William Orr, 
whose execution had caused a profound sensation throughout 
Ireland. Orr was an independent Presbyterian landholder ~ 
in the county of Antrim ; the crime for which lie was exe- 
cuted was the alleged administration of the oath of brother- 
hood of the United Irish Society. After the trial, the witoeeses 
^funst him were found to have committed peijury ; the jurors 
swore that they had been intimidated and intoxicated by the 
Crown officials ; and the judge made ineffectual efifbrta to have 
his life spared. 

The letter signed *' Marcus," in the " Press," was believeil 
to have been written by Mr. Deane Swifl, and in consequence 
of its publication. Government issued a warrant against 
Finerty, who was arrested by Major ^rr at the office of the 
" Press," carried to the Castle guard-house, and thence es- 
corted to Newgate. At his trial, on the 22nd of Decem- 
ber, 1797, Finenty wna defended by Fletcher, Sampson, and 
Curran. The latter'e speech on this occasion con tiuned passages 
unsurpassed in the English language. The jury returned a 
verdict of guilty, and Finerty, on being put to the bar to re- 
ceive sentence, made the following observations in his address 
to the judge:— 

'* Among the epithets which the learned counsel so libe- 
rally dealt out against me, he was pleased to call me ' the tool 
of a party.' However humble I may be, I should spurn the 
idea of becoming the instrument of any pnrty, or any man. 
I was influenced solely by my own sense of the situation of the 
country, and have uniformly acted from that feeling of pa- 
triotism, which I hope it is not yet considered criminal to 
indulge ; nnd, I trust, the general conduct of the ' Press' has 
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fully evinced to the people, that its object was truth, and the 
good of the uatioD, unc<Hinected with the views and unwarped 
by the prejudices of any party. If I would stoop to become 
the tool of a party, I might have ea^y released myself from 
prosecution and reward; and this would have been dearly 
illustrated, if your Lordehip had suffered the persons sum- 
moned on my trial to be examined. 1 have been now eight 
weeks in confinement, during which I have experienced the 
severest rigours of a gaol ; the ofi^ce was bailable, but it was 
imi)OBsible for me, from the hunulity of my connexions, to 
procure bul to the amount demanded; probably, had any 
person stood forward, he would have been marked ; and, sen- 
sible of that, I preferred imprisonment to the exposure of a 
friend to danger. But, not contented with my imprisonment 
and prosecution, it seemed the intention of some of the agents 
of Government to render me in&mous. For this purpose, 
about three weeks since, 1 was taken from Newgate, which 
ought at least to have been a place of security to me, at seven 
o'clock in the evening, by what authority of law I know not, to 
Alderman Alexander's office, and it was there proposed to me 
to surrender the different gentlemen who had &voured the 
' Press' with their productions, particularly the autlior of 
.' Marcus.' Every artifice of hope and fear was held out to me. 
Afler a variety of intem^tions, and after detaining roe there 
until two o'clock in the morning, I was despatched to Eil- 
mtunham under an escort, where, being refused admittance, I 
was returned to Newgate ; from whence, about eleven o'clock 
on the same day, I was again taken to Alderman Alexander's, 
where I underwent a similar scrutiny until three o'clock, 
when the Alderman left me, as he said, to go to Secretary 
Cook, to know from him how he would wish to dispose of me, 
or if he desired to aak me any questions. At eight in the 
evening, the Alderman, for whom I was obliged to wait, was 
pleased to write to one of his officers to have me remanded to 
prison. In the course of this extraordinary inquisition, I was 
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threatened with [a public whipping] a species of punishment, 
to a man educated as I have beea, in the principles of virtue, 
and honesty, and manly pride, more terrible than denth; a 
panishment which I am too proud to name, and which, were 
it now to make part of my eentence, 1 fear, although I hope 
I am no coward, I sboold not be able to persuade myself to 
live to meet. — With respect to the publication which the jury 
has pronounced a libel, the language of which is undoubtedly 
in some instances, exceptionable, it," continued Finerty, 
" was reo^ved in the letter-box by my clerk, who generally 
went to the office earlier than I, and, taking it to the printing- 
office, it was instituted, and the whole impression of the paper 
worked off before I saw it; but on remonstrating with the 
author, he produced to me such documents as put the truth of 
the statement beyond question ; and these documents were 
yesterday in court, and would, combined with the testimony 
of the witnesses present, if your Lordship had permitted their 
examination, have amply satisfied the jury of the iacts. — What- 
ever punishment you please to inflict," concluded Finerty, 
" I trust I have suffident fortitude, arising from my sense of 
religion, and of the sacred cause for which I suffer, to enable 
me to bear it with resignation." 

The Court sentenced Finerty to imprisonment for two 
years, to stand in the [ullory for one hour, to pay a fine of 
twenty pounds, and, at the expiration of his confinement, to 
give security for his good behaviour for seveu years. Pursuant 
to the sentence, Finerty, on the 30th of December, 1797, 
stood for an hour, with great equanimity, in a pillory opposite 
t^ Sessions' House in Green-street, attended by some most 
reepectable citizens, and surrounded by a large collection of 
people, who, admiring his determined refusal of all overtures 
to act dishoaoorably, testified their respect by the observance 
of a marked silence, which was preserved till they applauded 
him when, on descending from the pillory, he addressed the 
spectators, observing : — <■ My friends, you see how cheerfully 
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Icao Buffer; I can suffer aDythiDg, provided it promotea the 
liberty of my country." 

On the conviction of Finerty, Arthur O'Connor published 
a letter in the " Prese," addressed to the Irish Nation, stating 
that as, by Act of Farliameiit, a printer condemned for libel 
could be deprived of his property in the paper in which it 
had been inserted, it had become necessary that on the instant 
another proprietor should come forward to save the Irish Press 
Irom b^Dg put down. " To perform that sacred office to this 
beat benefactor of mankind," wrote O'Connor, " has devolved 
upon me ; and, rest assured, I wUl discharge it with fidelity to 
you and our country, until some one more versed in the busi- 
ness can be procured. Every en^ne of force and corruption 
has been employed by these Ministers into whose hands, un- 
fortunately for the present peace and the future repose of the 
na^n, unlimited power has been invested, to discover whether 
I was the proprietor of the ' Press.' Had they sent to me, 
instead of lavbhiog your money amongst perjurers, spies, 
and informers, I would have told them, what I now tell yon; I 
did set up the ' Press,' though in a legal sense I was not the 
proprietor, nor did I look to any remuneration ; and I did so 
because ftom the time that, in violation of property, in sub- 
version of even the appearance of respect for the laws, and to 
destroy not only the freedom of the Press itself, the present 
Ministers demolished the ' Northern Star'— no paper in Ire- 
land, dther from being bought up, or from the dread and 
horror of being destroyed, would publish an account of those 
enormities which those very Ministers had been committing. — 
In regarding the Press as the great luminary which has dis- 
pelled the darkness in which mankind lay brutalized in igno- 
rance, superstition, and slavery ; regarding it as that bright 
constellation which, by its diffusion of light, is at this moment 
restoring the nations amongst whom it has made its appear- 
ance to knowledge and freedom ; whilst I," continued O'Con- 
nor, "can find one single plank of the scattered rights of my 
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country to stand on, I will Ex 017 eyes on the Press as the 
polar star which is to direct us to the haven of freedom. 
.With these sentiments engraved on my heart; aUve to the 
honest amhition of serving my oountry ; regardless whether I 
am doomed to &11 by the lingering torture of a solitary dun- 
geon, or the blow of the assassin ; if the freedom of the Press 
is to be destroyed, I shall esteem it a proud desUny to be 
buried under its mice." 

From the date of Finerty's convicUon, the name of Arthur 
O'Connor was substituted for that of the former as publisher 
of the " Press." Amongst other productions of high literary 
merit which appeared ia the columns of the " Press" was the 
following poem, entitled " The Wake of William Orr," written 
by William Drennan, M.D., a frequent contributor to this 
paper: — 

" Here our brother worthy lies ; 
Wake not him with women's cries ; 
Uotim the way that manhood ought — 
Sit in silent trance of thought 

" Write bis merits on your mind — 
Uorale pure, and manners kind ; 
In his head, as on a hill. 
Virtue placed her citadel. 

" Why cut off in pahny youth ? 
Truth he spoke, and acted tmth- 
* Countrymen, unite !' he cried ; 
And died — for what his Saviour died. 

" God of Peace, and Qod of Love, 
Let it not Thy vengeance move ; 
Let it not Thy lightnings draw — 
A nation gnlllotin'd by law. 

" Hapless nation ! rent and torn, 
Thou wert early taught to mourn : 
Warfstfe of six hundred years ! 
Epochs mark'd with blood and tears ! 
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"Htinted thro' Uiy natire grounds, 
Or flung reward to human hounds ; 
Each one pull'd and tore his ^lare, 
Heedloee of thy deep despair. 

" Haptesa nation ! hapless land ! 
Heap of Dnoementiiig eand ! 
Cmmbled hj a foreign weight ; 
And by worae domestic hate ! 

"GodofMereyl GodofPeace! 
Make the mad confiision cease ; 
O'er the mental chaos move ; 
Through it speak the light of love. 

" UoQstrous and unhappy sight ! 
Brothers' blood will not unite ; 
Holy oil and boly water 
UIx, and fill the world with slatighter. 

"Who is she with aspect wild? 
The widow'd mother with her child ;— 
Child new stirring in the womb — 
Husband waiting for the tomb! 

" Angel of this sacred place, 
Calm her sonl, and whisper peace ; 
Cord, or axe, or guillotine, 
Uake the sent«nce, — not the sin. 

" Here we watch our brother's sleep ; 
Watch with us, but do not weep j 
Watch with us thro' dead of night, 
But expect the morning light. 



" Conqnsr fortune— peraerere ! 
Lo ! it breaks, the morning clear ; 
The cheerful Cock awakes the skies ; 
The day is come — arise ! arise !" 



Among the contributors to the "Press" were Thomas 
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fiuBselt, Robert Emmett, John Sheares, aad Thomaa Addis 
Emmett, who, under the sigoature of " MootaDiu," wrote 
eleven '* Letters from the Mountains, being a aeries of letters 
from an Old Alan in the country to a Young Man in Dublin." 
Thomas lloore, in his seventeenth year, contributed anony- 
mously to the "Press" an " Extract from a poem in imitation 
of Ossian, and bis first prose essay, a letter, signed " A 
Sophister," addressed to the Students of Trinity College. 
Portions of the latter production were subsequently appended 
to the Report of the Secret Parliamentary Committee, for the 
purpose of showing the excited state of public feeling at the 
period. It is now imjxtssible to discorer the writers of all the 
articles in ihe '* Press ;" the box for the articles waa generally 
so full, that the editor had but to select, without troubling 
himself with the names of the authors. Charles PhiUipe 
mentions that he had every reason to believe that Curran was 
anion;^ the number of the contributors to the " Press." 

John Stockdale, at the rere of whose house in Abbey-street 
was the printing-office of the paper, was in February, 1798, 
committed to Kilmainham Gaol by the House of Lords, and 
condemned to pay a Hne of £500, in consequence of a publi- 
cation disapproved of by the Peers having appeared in the 
"Press." After the arrest of Arthur O'Connor in England, 
the career of the *' Press" was terminated by a military force 
seizing and destroying its office and materials, under the di- 
rection of Government, to prevent the publication of the sixty- 
eighth number on Tuesday, the 6th of March, 1 798, containing 
a letter signed '* Dion," written by John Sheares, and ad- 
dressed to Lord Clare as *' the author of coerdon ." Two sides 
of the newspaper, containing this letter,had been printed before 
the descent of the soldiers, who made a prize of the impression, 
and circulated it rapidly at a greatly advanced price. 

A volume entitled " The Beauties of the Press," contun- 
ing the principal articles which had appeared in the Journal, 
was published anonymously at Philadelphia, in 1800. Peter 
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Finerty, on the termination of his imprisonment, settled in 
London, and beoame connected with the "MorningOhronicle." 
In 1811 he was confined for eighteen months for his writings 
against Lord Castlerea^, which he jueUSed personally in 
Court, and published his Case, including the law proceedings 
against him, and his treatment in Lincoln Gaol: 8vo, 1811. 
Finerty was regarded as the ablest reporter of his time. He 
died at Westminster, I Itb May, 1822, aged 56 years. John 
Fhilpot Curran entert^ned a very high estiroaUon of Finerty, 
who was one of the few admitted to his funeral. 

Trinity-street was formerly called *' Trinity Lane," from 
"Trinity Hall," on the site of which the Rev. John Trarers, 
vicar of St, Andrew's, erected, at his own expense, " a com- 
modious building, wherein were several apartments for the 
convenient lodging of poor widows, formerly housekeepers of 
this parish, and two rooms particularly set apart for a school 
for the charity girls, and lod^ng for their mistress." The 
parcel of ground formerly known as I'rinity Hall, part of the 
estate of Trinity College, Dublin, was taken on lease at fifly 
shillings per annum by the churchwardens of the parish of St 
Andrew, who, in April, 1726, bound themselves and their 
successors to keep in repair the almshouse erected on it, and 
to pay the future rent, presenting their public thanks to Tra* 
vers, its founder, "as well for his former acts of piety and cha- 
rity since the parish had been happy in his ministration, as in 
a more particular manner for the last benefit the poor widows, 
housekeepers of this parish, were like to receive for the time 
to come by his means." 

This building continned to be used for its original purposes 
till 1847, when its occupants were transferred to Wicklow- 
street. 

James Latliam, a portrait painter of very high merit, re- 
sided in Trinity-lane in the early part of the lost century. 
Latham was a native of Tipperary, and studied at Antwerp. 
The pure style of his portraits of Mrs. Woffington, the actress. 
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and GenunUni, the compoeer, procured him the title of the 
Irish Vandyke- " I," saye a writer of the latter part of the 
laat century, "haTeaeeDLatham'sportnut by himself, at thelate 
Mr. Philip Hussey's, of Duhlin, which was exceediogly valued 
by the possessor. He painted history, but not with equal 
succeea. When Latham was in his prosperity, a lady of dis- 
tinction, with coarse lineament^ sat to him for her portrait, 
which be drew faithfully ; but she was so disgusted with the 
performance, that she abused the painter ; who immediately tore 
it from the frame, and had it nailed on the floor of his hall as 
a piece of oil-cloth. The consequence was that every person 
who came in, knew the likeness ; and the anecdote became so 
general, that the mortified nymph repented her vain indis- 
cretion, and offered to buy the picture at any terms, which 
the artist peremptorily refused, and was so ungallant as to 
have her effigy trodden tmder the feet even of his domes- 
tics." 

James Latham died in Trinity-lane about the year 17S0. 
In our catalogues of the works of John Brooks and Andrew 
Miller will be found the particulars of various portraits painted 
by Latham, and engraved by these artists. 

William-street received its present name soon after the 
termination of the Irish wars of the Revolution; and, in the 
early years of the last century, it was inhabited by many per- 
sonages of importance, including James Coghill, LL. D.( 1 727) ; 
John Wwnwright, Baron of the Exchequer (1732); Carew 
Reynell. Bishop of Down(1739-l742);and Henry Cope, M.D., 
Physician to the State in Ireland, a pupil and friend of Boei^ 
haave, who highly commended his '* Demonstratio medico- 
practica Prognosticorum Hippocratis, ea conferendo cum legro- 
torum historiis in libro prime et tertio epidemiorum descriptis:" 
Dublin: Svo, 1736, pp. 336. 

In William-street was the residence of Thomas Sundle, 
appointed Bishop of Derry in 1735. Edmund Gibson, Bishop 
of London, crediting the charge of deism brought ngiunst 
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Bundle, refused, in 1733, to admit liim to the See of Glouces- 
ter ; and his subsequeat appointment to Derry elicited the fol- 
lowing satirical lines from Swift, on the English divines who 
then nearijT monopolized the Established Church of Ireland : — 

" Make Eundle Bishop I fle for shame ! 
An Arian to onirp the name ! 
A Bishop in the lele of Saints ! 
How will his brethren make complaints 1 
Dare any of the mitred host 
Confer on him the Holy Ghost : 
In Uother Chnrch to breed a variance. 
By coupling orthodox with Arians ? 
Tet, were he Heathen, Turk, or Jew, 
What is there in it strange or new ? 
For, let us hear the weak pretence 
His brethren find to take offence ; 
Of whom there are but four at most. 
Who know there is a Holy Qhost ; 
The rest, who boast they have conferr'd it. 
Like Paul's Epheeiane, never heard it ; 
And, when they gave it, well 'tis known. 
They gave what never was their own. 
Bundle a Bishop ! wcU he may ; 
He's still a Christian more than they. 
We know the subject of their quarrels ; 
The man has learning, sense, and morab. 
There is a reason still more weighty ; 
'Tie granted he believes » Deity ; 
Has every cirewnstance to please us. 
Though foob may doubt his fkith in Jesus. 
But why should he with that be loaded, 
Now twenty years from Court exploded ; 
And is not this objection odd 
From rogues who ne'er believed a Qod ? 
For liberty a champion stout. 
Though not so Ooapel-ward devout. 
While others, hither sent to save us. 
Come but to plunder and enslave us ; 
Nor ever own'd a power Divine, 
But Mammon and the German line." 
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For hie first adrancemeDt in the world, James ThomsoD, 
author of the " Seasons," was iodebted to the disintereflled 
friendship of Rundle, who sought his acqufuntance on the ap- 
pearance of the poem on '* Winter." Alexander Pope averred 
that Kundle was an honour to the Bishops, and a friend and 
benefactor to the human race ; adding that he never saw a 
man so seldom whom he liked so much ; and in the Kpilogue 
to his Satires he observed : — 

" Et's in a Bishop I can spy desert : 
Becker b decent, Rundle has a heart." 

Writing to Pope, io 1 736, Swill remarks : — " I have the 
honour to know Dr. Bundle; he is, indeed,' worth all the rest 
you [English] ever sent ua, but that is saying nothing, for he 
answers your character. I have dined thrice ia his company. 
He brought over a worthy clergyman of this kingdom as his 
chapliun, which was a very wise and popular action. His 
only lault," adds the Dean, " is, that he drinks no wine, and 
I drink nothing else." 

Dr. Bundle died at his house in William-street in 1743, 
having acquired the favour of the Protestants of Ireland by 
repeated acts of munificence and private generosity. 

InWilliam-streetjin theyear 1751, resided Henry Brooke, 
who, according to some accounts, was bom at Dublin in 1708, 
wliile others state bis birth-place to have been in the county of 
Cavan, where his father, the Rev. William Brooke, held the 
livings ofKilinkere and Moybolgue. From the school of Dr. 
Thomas Sheridan, Brooke passed to Trinity College, Dublin, 
and thence to the Temple, London, where he formed the acquain- 
tance of Pope. On lus return to Ireland Brooke practised for 
some time as a chamber counsel, and soon afterwards married a 
youthful cousin who hudtieen committed to his guardianship. 
Beviaiting London in 1 735, he published a philosophical poem, 
entitled " Universal Beauty," said to have been revised by 
Pope; and, in 1738, appeared his English version of the first 
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three books of "Gerusalemme Liberata," of which Hoole ob- 
served : — *' It is at once so harmonious and so spirited, that I 
think an entire translation ofTasso hy him would not only 
have rendered my task unnecessary, but have discouraged 
those from the attempt whose poetical abilities are supe- 
rior to mine." In London, Brooke became the assodate of the 
political adherents of the Prince of Wales; the latter, it iasud, 
'* caressed him with uncoomion familiarity, and presented him 
with many elegant tokens of bis friendship." From this con- 
nexion resulted Brooke's tragedy of " Gustavus Vaaa, the 
Deliverer of his Country," which was accepted at Drury-lane, 
and about to be produced when its performance was prohibited 
by an order &om the Lord Chamberlain, by direction of Sir 
Bobert Walpole, for whom the character of "Trollio" was 
believed to have been intended. By the publication of the 
tragedy, Brooke gained conuderably more than he could have 
obtained from its performance ; above one thousand copies were 
subscribed for, at five shillings each, and from the sale of sub- 
sequent editions he cleared nearly a thousand pounds. The 
prohibition of the performance of the tragedy formed the 
subject of an admirable satire, written by Samuel Johnson, 
and published in 1739, under the following title : — " A com- 
plete Vindication of the Licensers of the Stage from the mali- 
cious and scandalous asperuons of Mr. Brooke, author of 
Gustavus Vasa ; with a proposal for making the office of 
Licenser more extensive and effectual. By an Impartial Hand." 
The English Licenser's prohibition of "Gustavus" did not 
extend to Ireland, and it was frequently produced with (tuccess 
at Dublin. Animated by the fame acquired from " Gustavus 
Vosa," Brooke located himself and his family in a residence 
in the vicinity of Alexander Pope, at Twickenham, whence 
he soon returned to Ireland iu consequence of ill-health, and 
because his wife apprehended that the zeal with which he 
espoused the cause of the Opposition might involve him in 
serious troubles. In 1741 he contributed to Ogle's modem- 
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ized TerdoD of Chaucer's "Conetantia; or, the Mod of Law's 
Tale ;" and, in the same year, was produced at Dublin his tra- 
gedy of " The Earl of Westmorland ; or, the Betrayer of his 
Country." 

Soon afterwards Brooke became concerned in an affitir 
which reflected but little credit on his integrity. 

" A Mr. Robert Digby, of Boscommon, a relative of Henry 
Brooke, feeling himself pressed by indigence, formed a dengn 
of becoming author to procure a livelihood. Among the va- 
rious subjects which presented themselves to his anxious mind, 
none could afford such golden hopes as that which was likely 
to catch the limey of the times, and please tlie generality of 
readers, who aim more at amusement than instruction. The 
rapid sole of several works published with the title of Tales, as 
the Arabian, Persian, and Peruvian, induced Digby to give 
his intended work, whatever it might be, that ury name: and 
the natives of this kingdom, at home and abroad, went so 
much on Mileuanism, that oothing could be devised happier 
for a frontispiece than the sound of * Ogygian Tales' — but 
Digby's parts were not equal to the undertaking, and the 
assistance even of Brooke could not save him from the shame 
of having printed proposals, taken in subacriptionB, and aban- 
doned his design. AAer he had languished some time under 
reproach and despur, Mr. Contarine, who was ' more bent to 
rmse the wretched than to rise,' introduced him toMr.[Chiu'les] 
O'Conor [of Balenagar] as the only man who could supply 
materials for executing the task he had been obliged to abandon. 
Mr. O'Conor liked the idea, and, being in the vigour of youth, 
undertook to execute what the other gentlemen were not able 
to perform. New proposals were printed on a new plan, with 
an anonymous letter of Mr. O'Conor's, dated from Galway, 
June 21, 1743, and the work was executed by him, as Mr. 
Contarine expresses it, ' giving the genuine history of Ireland 
in on entertaining dress.' He intrusted bb manuscript to 
Digby, who was to attend the printing in Dublin, and enjoj 
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the emolumentB, but to leave the merit of the compoeition to 
him that waa entitled to it. But Digby carried the inauuBcript 
to Mr. Brooke, with whom he waa in coUueion, and, after 
amusing Mr. O'Conor with idle promises, and procuring from 
him what information he and Mr. Brooke wanted, the latter 
published his propoaals for nothing less than a History of Ire- 
land. Contarine, fortunately, who was innocently inatru- 
mental t» this infamous proceeding, obliged the gentlemen to 
desist, even after they had gone so &r, and there was an end 
to Brooke's History, and to the ' Ogygian Tales,' which Mr. 
O'Conor stripped of their fabulous garb, and published a few 
years after, with the title of ' Dissertations on the History of 
Ireland.' " 

The Rev.Tbomas Contarine, whose interposition concluded 
this affair, was the clergyman who has been immortalized by 
Oliver Goldsmith as the " village preacher" of Auburn. To 
excite the Irish Protestants against Prince Charles in 1745, 
Brooke published the '* Farmer's Letters," in which he un- 
sparingly reviled the enslaved Catholic people of Ireland, de- 
claring them to have derived all their happiness from villany, 
rapine, and midnight massacre; that they condemned every 
virtue ; sanctified every vice ; that all nature was but a juggle 
in their hands ; and that their Godhead waa demonism itself. 
For these political writings he was recompensed by the ap- 
pointment of Barrack-master of Mullingar, worth about £400 
per annum, given him by the Earl of Chesterfield while Lord 
Lieutenant. To Edward Moore's volume of &blee Brooke 
contributed four pieces of high merit, for very low payment. In 
1 748, his operatic play of " Jack the Giant Queller" waa per- 
formed to a crowded house at Smock-alley Theatre, but on the 
following day, the Lords Justices of Ireland prohibited its re- 
production, because several of the songs were supposed to sati- 
rize bad governors, lord mayors, and aldermen. Many of the 
songs in this piece were adapted to such native Irish airs as 
" Moll Roe," the " Breach of Aughrim," Drimin dubh dilU, 
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Graine Mhaol, Paidroi Mare, Si«ihaii a-nm, " BaUinamona,** 
aDdSiot agus tiotliom. In I749t a tnigedj, entitled the "Earl 
of Essex," bj Brooke, was produced od the Dublin stage, and 
subsequently received at London with much applause, in pne- 
ference to the rival plays on the same subject. Brooke renewed 
his acrimonious attacks on the Irish Catholics in a pamphlet 
styled the " Spirit of Party," published in 1754, for which he 
vas severely castigated by Charles O'Conor, in an anonymous 
tract, entitled " The Cottager." In L7&9 Brooke published 
a treatise, entitled " The Interests of Ireland considered, 
stated, and recommended," the object of which waa to obtain 
Parliamentary grants in ud of the plans for Inland Navi- 
gation. Finding his writings against the prostrate Catholics 
unproductive of all the advantages which he had expected, 
Brooke, actuated by a desire of gain, agreed, for payment, 
to undertake the advocacy of the people whom he had hi- 
therto vituperated. Having made terms with the Catholic 
Committee, he published a new series of the *' Farmer's 
Letters," together with the " Tryal of the Roman Catholics," 
for both of which he was supplied with materials by Charles 
O'Cgnor and Dr. John Curry; but these productions met 
with little attention from the public, and disappointed the 
parties who pud for them. Brooke was the first conductor 
of the " Freeman's Journal," the establishment of which, in 
1763, haa been already noticed ; and in this capacity various 
public officers were said to have paid him sums of money, to 
save themselves from being satirized in the newspaper. 

A political satire of the time alludes as follows to Brooke 
and the " Freeman's Journal," then published at St. Audoen's 
Arch, as mentioned in our account of that locality : — 
" With equal art, bis genins pli&nt 

Can drain a bog, or qnell a giant ; 

Whilst one hand wounds each venal brother, 

He for a bribe ext«nds the other. 

Tour charact«r*8 worth juat so much 

Ai yon alFord, and he can touch : 
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With every Tirtae he aboimdB, 

Who tipe the patriot fifty pounds ; 

Gold works Btrange wonders in his eyes, 

Makes cowards brave, and dunces wise ; 

Like Swiss, his hireling Uuse engages 

On any side that pays best wages. 

One while staunch Mend to Uartin Luther, 

He finds pure light and Gospel truth there ; 

Then thro' the realm makes proclamation 

For Popery, priests, and toleration ! 

He flxst, with many a fair pretence 

To public spirit, truth, and sense, 

Hatch'd that disgrace to law and reason, 

That mass of slander, dulnew, treason ; 

That Journal which (he Arch produces 

For singeing fowl, or viler uses. 

How chang'd from him whose noble rage 

Brought great Gustavus ta the stage. 

And rous'd the Patriot's godlike fire 

In strains which Stanhope might admire ! 

Now Metios* &te and his are one ; 

By all he's torn, that's true to none." 

In 1766 Broobe commenced the publication of a novel in fi ve 
volumes, entitled " The Fool of Quality," which alttuned an ex- 
tensive popularity. The Bev. Jolin Wesley mentjons that the 
whimsical title of the booh so prejudiced him atfirstagunstit, 
that, expecting to find nothing in it of merit, he just opened 
and threw it aride ; but, some time after, having read one 
page, he was clearly convinced it woald be worth while to read 
the whole; and finally, in 1780, he himself edited the novel 
under the title of" The History of Henry Earl of Moreland," 
prefixing to it the following observations : — " I venture to re- 
commend the following treatise as the most excellent in its 
kind of any that I have seen, either in the English or any other 
langu^e. The lowest excellence therein is the style, which is 
not only pure in the highest degree ; not only clear and pro- 
per, every word being used iu its true, genuine meaning, but 
frequently beautiful and elegant; and, where there is room 
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fur it, truly sublime. But, what is of far greater value, ia tlie 
admirable sense conveyed therein; as it sets forth in full view 
most of the important truths which are revealed in the Oracles 
of God. And these are not only well illustrated, but also 
proved in an easy, natural manner ; so that the thinking reader 
is taught withoutany trouble the most essential doctrines of re- 
li^on. But the greatest excellence of all in this treatise is, 
that it continually etiilces at the heart. It perpetually ums at 
inspiring and increasing every right affection ; at the instil- 
ling gratitude to God, and benevolence to man. And it does 
this, not by dry, dull, tedious precepts, bat by the liveliest 
examples that can be conceived ; by setting before your eyes 
one of the most beautiful pictures that ever was drawn in the 
world. The strokes of this are so delicately fine, the touches 
ao easy, natural, and affecting, that I know not who can sur- 
vey it with tearless eyes, unless be has a heart of stone. I re- 
commend it, therefore, to all who are already, or desire to be, 
lovers of God nnd man." 

The " Fool of Quality" has been republished during 
the present year, under the editorship of the Kev. Charles 
Kingsley. 

In 1772 Brooke published a poem entitled " Kedemp- 
tlon." His last work, a novel in three volumes, styled "Juliet 
GrenviUe, or the History of the Human Heart," appeared in 
1774. 

In the latter year Brooke retired with his family to a small 
paternal estate named Cor-fada, or Long Field, in the western 
side of the county of Cavan, and occupied himself with schemes 
of agriculture and drainage. The following notice of him at 
this period has been preserved in a letter written by one of his 
visitors in 1775: — 

" When I came within six or seven miles of Mr. Brooke's, 
1 was afraid I should mistake my way in such a wild part of the 
country, eo that I asked almost every one I met, man, woman, 
and child, ' Is this the road to Cor-foddy ?' Every one knew Mr. 
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Brooke ; every one prateed him, and wished he might live for 
ever. As I knew the author of ' Guetavua Vasa' hod wiittwi 
a great deal in pruse of agriculture, I expected, of course, aa 
I approached hie house, that I should find it ' bosomed high in 
tufted trees ;' that hia hedges would be covered with flaunting 
honeyauckle ; that I should find his gardeo a second Eden, 
and that his grotto would excel Calypso's &bled one. To tell 
you the truth, I never was so disappointed in my life ; not s 
tree on the whole road to shelter the traveller fiom a shower; 
not a hedge to be seen, and the way so bad, that I am sure it 
must be impassable in the winter. His house stands on a 
barren spot, and the only improvement I could see, a little 
garden in the front, shaded with a few half-starved elms, that 
seem rather to have been planted by chance than deugn. — I 
was led by an old woman into the library, which was small, but 
weU-fumished with the beat English and Roman classics, and 
a small shelf of the most pioue books in our language, such as 
the works of the author of the * Whole Duty of Man,' Dr. 
Watte, and the works of Bishop Ken. — Several papers, in the 
handwriting of Mr. Brooke, were pinned round the room ; one, 
written in a hand in imitation of print, I found was the fol- 
lowing passage out of Addison's 'Cato;' the Italian translation, 
which immediately followed, was, no doubt, composed by Mr. 
Brooke himself, as I know that he is a perfect master of that 
tongue : — 

' Let me advise thee to retreat betimeB 
To thy paternal seat, the Sabine field. 
Where the great Ceniwr tolled with his own hands, 
And all our frugal ancestors were blest 
In humble virtnee, and a rural life. 
There live retired ; pray for the peace of Rome ; 
Content thyself to be obscurely good. 
When vice prevails, and impious men bear sway. 
The post of honour ia a private station.' 

" This passage, no doubt, referred to some circumstances in 
z 2 
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Mr. Brooke's life. — I was charmed with the manner in which 
he received me. I waa scarce half an hour in oonversation 
with him when I found I could trace him in all hie writings. 
He was dressed in a long blue cloak, with a wig that fell 
down his shoulders ; a little man, as neat as wax-work, with 
ao oval face, ruddy complexion, and large eyes full of fire. 
In abort, he is like a picture, mellowed by time. Mrs. Brooke 
is in a very ill state of health ; she is quite emaciated, and so 
feeble that she can scarce walk across the room. I never saw 
00 affectionate a husband and so tender a father in my life ; 
out of two and twenty children there are only two alive, a son 
and a daughter, Arthur and Charlotte. I did not see the son ; 
the danghter inherits a coosiderable portion of the countenance 
of the &ther, bat she is as pale as a primrose, and almost as 
thin as her mother. Our conversation at dinner turned chiefly 
on the customs and manners of the inhabitants in the neigh- 
bourhood. You would really think that Mr. Brooke was 
talking of his own children, they were all so dear to him ; he 
prayed for them, and blessed them over and over agun, with 
tears in his eyes. Miss Brooke dwelt on their talents, ready 
turns of wit, thdr passion lor poetry, muuc, and dancing. — In 
the evening we walked into the garden ; his favourite fiowera 
were those that were planted by the hands of his wife and 
daughter. I was astonished at his skill in botany; he dwelt 
for some momenta on the virtues of the meanest weeds, and 
then launched out in such a panegyric on vegetable diet, that 
he almost made me a Pythagorean. Having traversed the 
garden, we came to a little gurgling stream ; Mr. Brooke 
gazed on it for some moments, and then repeated four lines 
out of Metaatauo. When the conversatioo turned on the 
poets, I expected that Miss Brooke would have shown me 
some of her own poetiy, but the diffidence and modesty of all 
her expressions convinced me in a short time that I was not 
to hope for that &vour." 

Brooke suffered continual embarrassment from his impru- 
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dence and want of pereeTerance ; during hie latter yean hie 
favourite pursuit was agriculture, on which he is Bud to bare 
written some excellent eesaTB, and to have been intimately 
oonversant with the writings of the anuents on the subject. 
He died at Dublin in 1783, in a state of second childhood. 
His poetical and dramatic works were published by subscrip- 
tion, in four Tolames, hy his acoooipUshed daughter, Char^ 
lotte Brooke, who prefixed to them a brief and defective me- 
moir of her parent, relative to the early and more important 
parts of whose career she was unable to acquire any accurate 
inibrmation. 

In William-street resided Edward Wingfield, barrister, 
who succeeded to the estate of Powerscourt in 1717, on the 
death of his couun, FoUiot Wing&eld, Viscount Powerscourt. 
The dormant peerage of Powerscourt was, in 1743, conferred 
on Edward WingSeld'a son, Bichard, who, dying in 1751, was 
succeeded by his son Edward, the patron of (Jeorge Barret, 
who in early life passed much of his time at this nobleman's 
demesne in the county of Wicklow, the scenery of which 
formed the subject of many of lus puntinga. *' Of thia no- 
bleman the sentiments of all who had the happiness of being 
known to him were uniform and unvaried. His generosity 
and magnificence, his engaging, unaffected conversation, the 
lively energies of his mind, were almost generally felt and ac- 
knowledged. He was distinguished among his associates, and 
those who, having long survived him, idolized his memory, by 
the appellation of the French Lord Powerscourt, — an epithet, 
not of frivoli^, but acquired merely by his long residence in 
France, where his agreeableness, his vivacity, and courteous, 
easy manners, rendered him miiversally liked ; and with some 
of the prindpal personages of the Court of Louis the Fifteenth 
he was a particular fiivouritd. In London he was equally re- 
lished ; and whether there or in Dublin, conversing with men 
of sense and the world, entertaining a brilliant circle of both 
sexes at his delightful seat of Powerscourt ; or again return- 
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ing to the society of PariB, La Cluroa, Comte d'Argeoson, 
and others, he eaptirated all ranks of people. He seemed to 
exist only to please, and render those about him contented, 
and satisfied wi^ tbemBelves. Having been a votary of fi^ 
shion for several years, and given rise to many of its fantasies 
and agreeable follies, he was not overpowered by the habits of 
self-indulgence. He listened reluctantly and supindy at first, 
but still he listened, to the voice of his Country, which told 
him that the duties of pablic life should take their turn also, 
and had a predonunant claim on those who, like him, to high 
birth and station, added what was of far more consequence to 
die community, the powers of a strong and cultivated mind. 
Accordingly, be for some time attended the House of Lords. 
But he soon discovered that, although he wished' to engage in 
business, the Upper House of the Irish Parliament was, of all 
places on earth, the most unpropitious to any suoh laudable 
pursuit. An ungenerous and unwise policy bad withered al- 
most all the funcUons of that assembly, and the ill-omened 
statute of G«ot^ the first hung on it like an ineubua. He 
was much mortified at finding himself in the company of suoh ' 
august, but imbecile, inefficient pereonagee, who moved about 
more like the shadows of legislators than genuine and sapient 
guardians of the realm, or counsellors to Majesty. ' He soon 
grew weary of tbem. To an intimate friend of bis he lamented 
that he was not bom a commoner; and, some time after, be 
proved that he was not aflfectedty querulous or insincere in the 
regret which he expressed, for he procured a seat in the En^ 
lish House of Commons. Whilst he sat there, he spoke not 
unfrequently ; his speaking was much approved of, and he 
began to relish the new scene of life into which, (or the beat 
purposes, he bad now entered. But procrastination renden 
our best eHbrts ineffectual: a severe malady soon overtook 
him; he resigned his seat in the House of Commons, and, 
after struggling with uninterrupted ill health for some time, 
he died universally beloved, in the prime of life, having scarcely 
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poBwd his thirty-fourth year. Lord CharlemoDt lived with 
him, u with the dearest brother of his heart, and to the dose 
of his life epoke of and lamented him with the tmest sensibi- 
lity." On his death) in 1764, this nobleman was suooeeded in 
bis titles by his brother Sichard, who erected Powerscourt 
House in William-street, at a cost of £8000, from the design 
of Robert Mack. The mansion, built of mounttun stone, 
nused on the Powerscourt estate, was commeoced in 177lt 
and oompleted in 1774. The ascent to the house is by a 
double flight of steps, of a peculiar but convenient fcHin. 
The first story is enriched by rustic arched windows, and an 
entablature of the Doric order, which is continued through- 
out the front, and the two gates connected with it, that ap- 
pear as wings on each side ; over the gates are pediments 
of the same order. In the centre of the second story is a 
Venetian window of the Ionic order, and the windows at 
each side are, ornamented with pedestals, architrave, frieze, 
oordice, and pedimcait ; the windows in the attic story are 
decorated by architrave, &c-, in a good taste. Above this, 
supporting a pedestal work, is a cornice with a pediment in the 
centra, in which was the escutcheon of the family. Elevated 
above the rest of the front is a quadrangular ornamented 
building, which served for an observatory, commanding a 
prospect of the harbour and ports adjacent to Dublin. The 
interior of the manuon, and the hall and drawing-rooms, wera 
decorated and finished with much degance and taste. The 
gateway to the right of the house led to the stables ; that to 
the left, to the kitchen and other offices. 

On the death of Richard Visoount Powerscourt, in Au- 
gust, 1768, his remuns were Iwd out in state in the parlour of 
tjie manuon io Wiltiam-street, the apartment being hung in 
black, the coffin covered with a Uack pall, surrounded by wax 
tapers. The public were admitted on two days to view the 
ceremonial, and the remains were siU>sequeatly removed to 
the family vault at Powerscourt, ecioorted by a party of the 
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Powerscourt Volunteer raiment of light horse, wiUi nuuij' 
peraoDB of distinction, and one hundred and fifty of his lord- 
ship's tenants on horseback. 

lUchard, fourth Viscount Powerscourt, maiuiested a strong 
and uniform attachment to his native connby. In the House 
(^ Peers, in the sesuon of 1 799, he, with much spirit, t^ipoeed 
the address containing a passage &Tonrable to the Union with 
Great Britun, agunst the final enactment of which be entered 
his protest. Lord Powerscourt subsequently sotd his manmon 
in William-street for £15,000 to the Crown, in which it was 
vested by Act of Pariiament, passed on the 1 4th of August, 
1607, and allocated to the use of the Commisnoners of the 
Stamp Duties in Ireland, who continued to occupy this build- 
ing from the year 18L1 till they removed to the Custom 
House in 1835. 

The new Castle Market, in this locality, was opened in 
1783, and a house on the eastern side of William-street was 
occupied by the Police Commiseionere from their establish- 
ment, by Act of Parliament, in 1786. 

The painters, sculptors, and architects re^dent in Dublin, 
at the commencement of the reign of George III., experieno- 
ing much difficulty and discouragement from the frequent im- 
portation of the productions of forugners ; and observing the 
advantages derived in England firom annual exhibitions of 
pmntings, formed themselves into an association, under the 
name of the "Society of Artists," and, in February, 1765, 
opened an exhibilioa of their works at Napper's Great Boom, 
in GeorgeVlane, the catalogue of which will be found in the 
Appendix. The universal approbation with which Ibis exhi- 
bition was received exceeded the expectations of its promoters, 
who resolved to apply its proceeds to the erection of an exhi> 
bitioD room and school, where the more advanced artists might 
contribute to the improvement of each other, and the younger 
students receive the benefit of their iostraction. To a sub- 
scription opened for the purpose in 1765, about one hundred 
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Doblemen and gentlemen oootributed, each aubscriber of three 
guineas rec^ving a sUver ticket to admit him and his heart to 
the future exhibitions. With these fimde and their own con- 
tributions, the Society erected, on the eastern side of William- 
street, a building conudered one of the most suitable of its 
time for the proposed purpose, the exhibition room bdng of an 
octagonal form, every part of which recared a cool, equal 
light from the top. 

The Sodety's first exhibition, at th^ room in William- 
street, opened on the lOth of March, 1766* contuned paintings 
by Jeremiah Barret, Ballard, Carver, De Languze, Delane, 
Ennis, Fisher, Hunter, Hamilton, Mulling, Mannin, Somer- 
vil Pope, Beilly, Roberts, Siseon, Peter Shee, Pope Steevens, 
Woodbum, and WingGeld ; sculptures and models by Ritrick 
Cunningham, Cranfield, and Tassie ; drawings and prints by 
Bertrand, Beranger, Chambers, Fisher, Haly, and Bernard 
Scale. 

Soon afler its foundation the Society applied to the Par- 
liament of Ireland for aid, but without success, although, at 
the period, the establishment of an academy for punting was 
strongly advocated. On this subject a Dubfin writer of the 
time observed : — "Ireland gave England the hint of a draw- 
ing academy. Some of the greatest artists have been bred here 
[in Dublin]. In Undskips we have no competitors. Mr. West 
has sent out scholars of the greatest promise, now [1767] 
abroad- But, before that great master presided in our [Dub- 
lin Souety's] Academy, we have had punters, the best in 
these islands, at least. Jervis I would not mention, but that 
be is so celebrated by Mr. Pope. Beily, the chief of Dryden'a 
catalogue, was son of an Irish painter. Frye, Fisher, Mao 
Ardel, and many of the capital engravers were ours. The 
Academy [of the Dublin Society] has produced many excel- 
lent in chalks, and more than this it could not do, for more 
it did not teach. To expect painters from mere workers in 
chalk would he to expect philosophers from a grammar-school. 
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Surely, to have punters from a mere drawing-school is to reap 
without Bowiug. If the Socie^ would have painters, there 
must be schools for pdnting." 

The erection of the Exhibition Room in William-etreet 
coat the Society £1307 fi«- lid; the subscriptions and the 
money received by the exhibitions not exceeding £927 St. lid, 
there remiuned a debt of £380, and the estimate to complete 
the work amounted to £11 24 10«. 2d. The Society of Artists 
consequently, renewed, in 1767, tbdr application to the House 
of Commons of Ireland, setting forth that they had in part exe- 
cuted their scheme, but being unable to carry it farther into 
execution without pnblic assistance, they prayed that Parlia- 
ment would turn its countenance to them, and extend a sea- 
sonable aid. A grant of £500 was made on this petition, the 
Parliamentary Committee to which it was referred having re- 
solved tiiat the building an Exhibition Boom and Academy, 
where such pictures, casts from the antique, books of draw- 
ing, and prints as the Society could obtain, might be deposited 
for young persons to study, under the instruction of the more 
experienced artists, would be of the greatest advant^e to the 
arts and manul'actures of Ireland. With thb grant, and £200 
presented by the trustees of the building of the Royal Ex- 
change, and the receipts of their exhibiUons, the Sodety 
erected part of the proposed building, the estimate lor com- 
pleting which amounted to £1730 Us. 4^d. Their fuoda 
being inadequate to this expenditure, they again applied, in 
17ti9, for Paiiiamentary tad, proposing to give their atten- 
dance, without rewaid, for the instruction of young students 
in the several branches of the fine arts, so soon as they should 
have a convenient building erected for that purpose. On this 
memorial Parliament did not make any grant, although the 
Committee of the House of Commons, to which it had been 
referred, reported in fevour of the petitioners ; and the Society 
was obliged to complete the building with funds advanced by 
some of its own members. 
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To the year 1774 the Society continued to hold, at its 
room in William-street, regular annual exhibitions, composed 
mainly of the works of its original members, with those of 
Ashford, Samuel Dixon, Hickey, Wyndham Madden, Boulger, 
Bourke, Hincks, Hone, Barralet, Doughty, Alexander Pope, 
Trotter, and Wheatley. 

The Irish artists soon fonnd that they were to expect but 
little encouragement in their own country, and many of them 
migrated to London, where they acquired eminence and com- 
petency, by the production of works which had remained un- 
noticed by the collectors in Dublin, who expended large sums 
in the pnrchase of inferior foreign pictures, and mediocre 
copies of Old Master?, palmed upon them as originals. On 
this subject a Dublin writer, in 1769, made the following 
observations : — 

" We had a Mac Ardel, a Spooner, and a Barret ; oar ne- 
glect of their great merit banished them to England. Peter 
Shee breathed amongst ns, and lately died in distress. Car- 
ver we yet have, but he is preparing to leave us : for shame, 
gentlemen, Iriahmen ; preserve one genius to yourselves of all 
your stock- Upon my return from viewing a collection of 
paintings of various foreign masters, belonging to a gentleman 
in this town, I met Mr. Carver in the street. After an inter- 
change of compliments, and learning where I had been, he 
asked me how I liked the collection. 'There are several 
finished pieces,' said I, * but I want to see some paintings by 
Irish hands, and jtarticularly by your own, in other places be- 
side the Exhibition room.' * Why,' replied he, ' I have some 
pieces at home which would be no disgrace to a gentleman's 
dining-room, but then they would be known to be mine, and 
no one would vouchsafe to look upon the paltry daubings. 
Indeed, if I had recourse to the dealers' arts, made use of the 
Spaltham pot, and gave it out that they were executed by 
Signer Somebodinl, all the connoisseurs in town would flock 
about them, examine them attentively with their glasses, and 
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cry out with raptare — " What striking attitudes ! what vann 
colouring I what masses of light and shade I what a rich fore- 
groand! Did you ever see anything more riant T' If you 
have leisure,' continued he, ' to go with me to my house, I 
will show you a piece I have lately finished, that, perhaps, 
you may think has some merit.' I," adds our author, *' readily 
aooepted of his invitation, and found he had not uttered a vain 
boast ; for, indeed, he showed me a piece executed in so mas- 
terly a manner, that 1 could have gased on it for hours with 
the highest satisfiiction, but that I was pained to see so much 
merit unadmired and unrewarded." 

Robert Carver received so little encouragement in Dublin 
that, when engaged by David Garrick, he was neces^tated to 
have a muucal benefit to pay his debts and his passage to Lon- 
don, where, as scene-painter to Drury-lane and Covent-garden, 
he attuned an eminence unapproached in that departmoit of 
art. Another of the many Irish artists of merit who left 
Dublin fix)m want of employment is mentioned as follows by 
a writer in 1771 : — 

*' Mr. Htckey, much noticed when a boy for his amazing 
likenesses in chalks, perhaps more the feshion here at that 
time than any painter has been since, after spending several 
years in Italy, studying from the antique, and having enridied 
his imagination, returned home, big with hopes of a continua- 
tion of those fevours which bis once generous patrons had 
heaped upon him ; but, alas, how changeable I nothing to do, 
his spirits languid and depressed, he at last set out for Lon- 
don, where he now [1771] is, and may expect the great««t 
success, as he was considered at this year's British Exhibition 
in London as an additional luminary, and vast acqiumtion." 

The Society's Exhibition for 1775 was held in Geot^e's- 
lane. In 1776 they did not hold any exhibition ; but in [ 777 
they exhibited in their room in William-street, subsequent to 
which they held no exhibition till 1780; and of this, their last 
display, the catalogue will be found in the Appendix. 
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During the ricflro^ty of the Duke of Rutlaod, the estab- 
lishment of an academy and school of painting was projected 
in Dublin. It was proposed that the Dublin Society's Schools 
shonld remain in their existing state, and that the scholars, 
after having passed through the rudiments of design, should 
be received in the intended Academy, which was to be com- 
posed of a President and twenty members of the first class, to 
regulate the conduct of the Society, and an unlimited number 
of the second and third classes. Viutors were to be elected 
frojoa the whole Sodety, to attend in rotation in the Academy 
of living models. A National Gallery was to be erected, and 
the bestspecimens of ancient art that could be purchased were 
to be deposited in it, for the use of the students ; and, to im- 
prove the national taste, it was to be opened two days in each 
week for public inspection ; during the reminder of the week 
the students were to have been allowed to copy the works, 
under the inspection of Peter de Gree, noticed in our account 
of Dame-street, who was to have been constituted the Keeper, 
which would have been a permanent office ; the President, Vi- 
sitors, and Lecturers being elected annually. The death of 
the Duke of Rutland, in 1787, interfered with this design, the 
execution of which wae subsequently placed in the hands of 
Foster, the Speaker of the Commons ; but, previous to hav- 
ing it brought before the public, it was deemed advisable to 
submit the plan to various persons, supposed to be interested 
in the undertaking. Some of the individuals thus consulted 
brought forward a new design, proposing to unite, in one so- 
ciety, an academy of arts, a museum for mechimical works, and 
a repository for manufactures. The Earl of Charlemont, 
thinking that this latter scheme might be productive of pub- 
lic benefit, was induced to become its patron ; but, although 
a subsequent invest^tion led to its final rejection, it had the 
effect of rendering abortive the original plan for establish- 
ing the Academy of Punting and the Kational Gallery fur 
Irekind. 
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The fiffiure of the Society of Artists having become eoi- 
barmBeed, their house fell into the hands of an unprincipled 
and selfiah agent, from whom they were unable to recover it, 
in consequence of their not having been incorporated; and, 
about 1 793, it was taken by the Corporation of Dublin, whiob 
transferred its meetings thither, from the Tholsel. From the 
time of its erection various public meetings and balls had been 
held in the Exhibition Room. The College Historical Society 
assembled in this edifice in 1794; and on the 9th of Decem- 
ber, 1799, the Bar of Ireland met here to discuss the pro- 
posed Union, when the result of the diviuon was 166 against 
the measure, and 32 in its &vour. Each lawyer of the mino> 
rity, on this occasion, vrae subsequently rewarded by a lucra- 
tive Government office. 

The Corporation of Dublin, in 1809, became the lessees 
of this building, which they cootinued to occupy as an " As- 
eembly House" till their removal, in 1852, to the Royal Ex- 
change. The original Exhibition Boom of the Sodety of 
Artiste, in William-street, is at present used as a Court for 
the recovery of small debts. 
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rOSBEBSIOMa OF THE DISSOLVED NUNNERT OP BOOOBS, OUBUN, 
A.O. lUO. 

[FMm tbe SUU Paper Office, London. See page 4.] 

" Fosaeaaiones ad nup DomQ Monklifi de Hoggea juxta Bublin spect 
" Com : Dublin, Hoggea. 
" Eztenta teif et teStoj ac alic^ tm SpOaliQ qm TempaliQ sub- 
scriptoj in Com Dublin que ad maniu Dni Eogia dcveuer p diwola- 
66em Dup domus UonialiQ de Hoggf jtucta Dublin de prioriBaa et 
Conrentn dissolute p'textn coiuediii actiu editi in pliamento doi Regis 
tento apud Dublin BdSam Anno regni del Dni Segia nunc xxviii* 
feci (^ud Dublin pdCam viii die Novembf. anno regni ^ci Dni 
B(^ nunc xxzii", coram Tboma Walaah, Johe Mynne et Willnto 
CaTendyash aasigii unacQ Anthonio Seyntleg? tnilite p tras B^giapaten- 
tea de magno Sigillo ano Anglie ad mipvidend et extendend inH alia poe- 
aeeeionea anp'dSoa p Sacrm Sltnonie Qsydon, Jaoobt Rychford Johia 
Dnngayne BiSi Morren Barnabi Byely Thome Downe de Callarton 
Mauricij Oonrren EiCi Obroy Edi Oaoly et Hngonia Obyme pboj et 
legaliQ boini de TisQ teif et tentoj pd juF. Qni diount mip sacmi 
Buil qd edeficia Ecctie et alio|i 1doO)| infra soitO Domoa Pdct' nup 
existen dirupta existunt p Willm BrabaioS SubtheS Dni Segia 
Hibnie poat diaaoluSliem Domna pdSe et lapides tegnle et mareiuiam 
inde aaportat fner p eundcb Subtbei ns<^ ad Castnim Dni It^;ia Dub- 
lin que adhitc ibcfi exiatunt p repaclie eiuadnb Castri at intelligunt. 
Et dicont qd eat ibm quoddm dm paature mnria circumdalO oontineo 
in ee p eetimacliem duaa acrea quod Joliea Dongan modo occnpat 
rcddend inde p annfl zxTiii*. Et eet ibm extra mnros aoitna pdSi 
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quoddm gardinum quod idm Jobee Dongan occupat reddendo inde p 
anna x*. £t mint ibm xxriii acre tene af de terf dnicalibua domua 
pdSe qnarji quamtt acf extend p an ad xii*. xxviii'. qnes Jotlen 
Whyte miles mode oconpat reddendo inde p annQ xxviii'. 8m' ex- 
tents teif dnicat Ixx' [r«i^itM lxti]. 

" Ci vitas Dublin. 

" Et in Civitate DubUS eat untl t«fita cnm gardino et aliJB ptiii 
Buis Bcitnatfl in vico voS Boche-lane pcella poaseeS p'd quod Simon 
Gaydon Scator tenet ad fiimam p indentuF reddendo inde p annfl xii*. 
ac euBtentand repoc&es ejnsdm et alia o6a incQbencia. Et eet in 
eadm Civitate unQ alind tentfl jnxta le ToIMiyU eiusdih Civitat' in 
pocbia Sei NichI qnod WillniB SpenS tenet ad firm reddend p anna 
XX*, Et est itm in eadm pochia onQ mes cQ ptiS ex appodto hostio 
Ecctifi jnxta le Tolehyll ^dSam quod Bo&tos Sylyfbrd modo occnpat 
reddendo p annfl xvi'. Et in vico toS the Wyne TavernBtrete in 
pochia S€i Johls infiu Civitatem pdSom eet unQ m^ cQ ptin quod 
FelmeuB Cowper modo occupat reddendo p annQ iiii*. ultra repaclS. 
Et eet ibm unfl m^ cQ ptin quod Jacobus Paynt«r modo occupat 
reddend p ansO v*. ultra repasses. Et eat itim una domna in vico 
voS the Cookee Strete inira pochiam pd quam Uai^aieta Colgan 
toiet p inden j) fmo annoj adhoo duranciil reddendo p annfl xvi*. 
Et est i&m in eodem vico in pochia 86i Owini unQ gardinfi quod 
WaAna Caron modo occupat reddendo p annfl viii*. Et est ibm 
apnd le Woode Eay in pochia Bii Owini quedm domne cfl ptin quam 
BiCus FytE Symond modo occnpat reddendo p an ii*. Et eet ibm in 
vico ToS le FyBshamyll' Btrete in pochia pdSa qnedam domua cfl 
ptin quam Dfis Nichna Came diSne modo occnpat reddendo p annfl 
vii*. £t eat ibm in Alto vico infra pochiam B<!i Hicbis Archi que- 
dam domne quam Jacobus de Qrey Ucator modo tenet p indentur p 
tmino annoj adhnc dnranoifl reddendo inde p annfl xvi*. Et eet in 
eodem vico in pochia pdSa quedam domua ad Iblani in or^.] Bathe de 
Kaffeyth in qua Jobea Frenchman Taylo? modo inhitat extra qnam 
domfl pdSam nnp Priorisaa et Pdecesaorea sui pcipere solebant an", 
qnendam redditfl x*. Et eet ib<h in poclua 8CI Geoi^j unfl gardinfl 
jnxta coem Tenellam, quod Uauricins Fulhm nnp occnpavlt red- 
dendo p AnnQ vi*. Et est ibm in vico voC the Fore 8tret« in Ox- 
mantofi in pochia BSi Hiani ultra pontem Civitatf p'dSe in saburb 
(guadm Civitatf qnedam domus cfl ptin quam Baraabae Eeely tenet 
ad flrmam p indentoF p tmlo ann<^ adhuc dnrancifl reddendo inde p 
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annd X*. Et est in Civitate PdoS m deli rico toS le Cookee Strete in 
Pdota poduA Sii Owini qoedam domiu ptinene ad Frt&utatem 8Ce 
Aime in eadm EcSlia qnain Niotlas Hnmfrey Qcator modo tenet 
extra qnam domfl pdcS uup Prioriaaa et pdeoeesoreB fliue nop Priorisse 
domns pd£e poipere solcbant in jura einBdm nnp domnB me qa«nd& 
annoBlem redditfl v*. Et est ibm in Alto Tico jnxta Aqoe Ductfl qae- 
dam Sbopa ptinens ad dCam Frat'mtatem BSe Anne extis qnam pdcK 
nap Friorima et pdecessoies sne pdpere wiebant in jure domm soe 
qoendam nnnnalMn redditd vi'. Et est infia lifetatem ciV. PdSe in 
pocfaia 86i NioUi extra mnrOB einsdib Civitatia nnQ gardinQ pcella po»- 
Beedonfl pdSaj qnod EaSinA Harten modo tenet reddendo inde p 
innfl iii*. iiil'. Et est in rico toS le Newstrete inflra dCam podiiam 
S«!i Niohi nnfi mei od ptin poeUa poasessioiifi pdCaJ qnod SiSvB ttoKA 
modo oocnpat reddendo inde p annS iii', tiltra xii*. p annS solul Ep5 
DabUn de qnieto reddd. 

" 6m' reddil asail in Civitate ^6e . . , vi". Tii*. iiii'. 

" Yillata de Bagatb. 

" Et dicnnt qd in Yillata de Bagartb in Com ^So est and meS 
cH ptin uii^ acre terre aF. et iii acre subbosd et domoj poella poesee- 
eiona ^. qtiaj qiutt acram teire ax extend p annd ad xii'. — iiii". x'. 
qoe Jacobos Bychards Qcater tenet ad flmi p indentaF p tmis anno; 
adbiio dorancifi ex dimiseioDe nnp Friorisse domna p'diote reddendo 
inde p annQ Iiii*. iiii*. 

" Yillata de Callarten. 

" Et in Yillata de CoUarton in Com. fld£8 snut tria me3 et C. 
acre terre af qna; qnamtt aeram extend p annd ad viii'. — ^Ixri*. riii'. 
que MauricluB Okerran, Edna Offolye et BiSas Obroy modo twnent 
ad firm ad voluntal reddendo inde uX. ee p ann Ixvi*. viii*. 

" Et dicont q(t x*. garb^ ejuedm Yillata qne eet pcella posses- 
aiond p'd. colligit cofl/ annis p daas copolas acra; erani qna; quamtt 
copnlam extend ad xiii*. — iii'., xx Tf. viii'. Et qd quitt Pd triQ te- 
nenciQ reddit an"* ad festB Nattis dnlnnam Gallinam ^j ii*. ri'. 

" Yanifl de Cromblyn. 

" Extenta terraj et teiitojr infra UaBiil de Cromblyn in Com 
Pdc3 qae ad manna Dm Begis dereneF p disaolucbem Pdo6 nup 
domus UonialiQ de Hoggf juxte Dublio fca' apnd Cromblyn pdcaih 
xjdx die Octobris anno regni DnI Begis nnnc Henf viii. xxxii. 
coram Tboma WalBsh et Joke Uynne et Willmo Carcndyesh Comia- 

voL. III. 2 a 
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aionaf del Dnl Regis assign unacB Antbonio Bcyntlegl Uilito ad 
snpmdend et extendend omia ot aingta inaSia teif et teSta Dnl Begis 
in terra soa Hifenie p Baorfi Jottis Batiie de Cromblyn RiCi Talbott 
de eadm Bo^ti Feerse de ead£i NicUi Lyon de eadrh Wtti Braghall 
de eadlii JolUs Bolton de eadm Patriqj N^ele de eadm Johie Lawles 
et Riei Eetly de eadm fboj et legaliS homin' de visQ MaSij pdSI jttf : 
Qui dionnt enp saci4 Bufi qd simt infra maSiG fid. nsft mel modo 
jIBtratB et zv acre teiro pcella poasesBionQ pd p qnib* pdSa nap 
Frioriaaa domnB iUins reddere edobat ad maSia pd de qnieto redda 
p annS xi*. iii'. qne v^ p annQ ultra redditQ fldci& ii*. 

" 9m' extents ierf forinS ia CoA Bnblifi .... vii". ix*. ii". 

" Com. Mid. 
" Eztenta terra} et tntoj in Tilktf de Bnllagb et Enockamore 
in Com Hid que ad manua dSi Bnl Begis p diasoIuSliem nup domus 
^6e similiter deveneF foa apud Annulphafi in Com |ldS6 iiiij. die 
OctobF anno regiii dSi Bnl Regis nouo zxxii coram Jobe Hyne uno 
ComissioTia? Dnl Regis pdSBj asdstentibns el Bobto Coirley et Patricio 
fiarnerell p sacrQ Jobis Wbyte CliCi Uathei Buff cfici Jobis Talloa 
Sonaldi Omolrean Patridj Porter Thome Frame Thome Bradye 
Willi Brokcton et alioj jiboj etlegalhonuCotn PdSi juF. Quidicuat 
sup sacrQ sufi qd in pdcS Tillata de Bnllagb jnxta Ardbrackan mint 
&te terro que ad did domfl Uonialia ptinebant et Talent p Annfi 



" Et in Villata de Cnookamore ^Sa sunt 8te alio terre eidl& nup 
domui ptioentee que Talent p Annfi xi'. iii*. 

" 8m' extente terr^ forinC j .. .^ 
in Com Mid j ^'™'- " * 

" Com. Eyldare; 
" Extenta 8tf^ t«rra; et tentoj nup domui fid ptin in Com. pdStt 
&ota apud Eylka in Com Eyldare xxvii die No9. Anno regni Bnl 
Regis nuno Henf viii zxzii' coram Jofae Mynne uno ComiasionaF 
Dni Regb ^t p sacrum Uartini Pellf de Athye Tbome Fitz Qortet 
de BuUardston Hatbei de 86b Mi^e Boro de Reban Jaoobi 
Fitz Cbrret de Uellons Grfiuge Jacobi Moultell de Athye Rofiti 
Woolf de Athye cficl Amoldi Woolf de Kylcolman LeoBdi Cassbell 
de Tressel-Dennot RiSi Tale de Frompolston Dionidj Helan de 
Athye ctici Bermicij Obyen de Catberlaugh Johis M° Mymorogh de 
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Bowdalon David Jloylj de Glassely Kaari(4) Odorm de Woodstok 
Donaldi SvTth de Somongvery Donald! Coono? de Norragh 
Donaldi Obeagn d« Fonneaton et Jotiifi Herrold de Rathdonal gb^ 
et legalist homi Co6i PdCi juraS. Qui dicimt sap sacra EtuQ qd annt 
in Villata de Achad iiii" acr torre no^ aF magne mensure qualt acra 
■xmtineii iiii" ac? modo vastaT et inoccnpal foni goeif p le Thoylez 
et le Kavenera et valent m dimitterenl ivi'. Et x*. eafdfi ad dCm 
nap Uonanm spectabat et val qnando dCa terra semlaf vi'. Tiii*. 

" Sm* tocins exteote poaBesaionfi ad ] 
dSam nnp domfi de Hedges ultra /xriii". v'. 

?re Taatai J 

d qnibm. 

" Dednconl An"^ p pcuracSibiis Arohiepi Dublin . xx". 

" Sm* dednccliiifi pred. 

" Et remafi ultra xrii". -v*." 



"AN ACCOMPT OF THE RIOHTB OF ST. ANDRIW 8 PABISH TO 
FART OP DAHHBS-STRBBT, IN COMTROVERST BETWEEN THE 
TWO PARIBHBS OF ST. WARBUBGH AND ST. ANDREWS." 

[From Uw origlnnl autognph BUnoierfpt of Antlianjr Dopidiig, Biafaop of Kfldare, 
A. D. 167B. See page B06.] 

*' The State of thsCase. — The PariBb of St. Warbnigh pretends 
that tbe bounds of Bt. Warborgb Farisb doe extend without the 
Dammee gate* on both sides of the way, unte the water conise that 
rune through the Castle yard, and so along by the Horse guard, and 
then emptys itself at tixe end of Essex-street into tbe Liffle. Tbe 
Paiiah of St Andrews ohallengeth a right to all the houaea without 
Dammea gate on both aides of the way, and makes the Dammes gate 
and the oitty wall to be the meare and bound between tiie two 
parishes. 

"PfiBiBNCESOFST.WASBrxoH.— The pretences of St. Warbntgh 
arc grounded — 1 , Upon a record in the Auditor's office that mentions 
the Dammes milles*' to be in parochia de Le Dammes. 2. Upon an 

* See vol IL, p. !GS. ■■ lb. pagv 268. 

2a2 
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order of Testry pretcDded to bee made hj the Parisli'' of both parishes 
Bimo 1 574, and entered is the Begisby of St. 'Warburgh. The copy 
whereof in fatnrAm rei memoriam I have here inserted. 

" THB COPT or THE OBSEB OF TXffTBT. 

"Hie Parisli'' of this pariah lUBembled the 22 ot August 1574, 
anno regini regins Elizabetbie 16, for the finaU end and determina- 
tion of a controversy betwixt this church and St. Andrew's (which 
controrersy waa to know how &r this parish did go without the gate), 
which waa adjudged by the Pariah" of St Andrews as well as by 
the parish" of this parish to reach no fiirther than the water conree 
that runs through the Castle yard, and bo doth divide the aforesaid 
parishes. From this day it is ordered that the inhabitants wiQiont 
the Gate do resort to divine service to this church so many of them 
SB are of this parish. Tho. Ellis, cnrate ; John Dympsye, James 
Notarye, Richard Standhuiat, Ralph Myles, Will- Staynea, Geo. 
Bayney, Fat Archbold, Tho. Smith, Clement Franck, James Stany- 
hurst, Rich. Edwards, Rich. Cox, Jamee Ryan, 'Will". Bamwall, Edw. 
Thomas, Fatr. Uills, Jamee Welch. 

" The right of St. Andrew's parish to the south side of the way 
and the houses there without Dammes Qat«, viz., to that side of the 
way wherein Swan-alley lyeth doth depend upon these following 
proofs: — 

" 1. Upon grants made by Letters Patent onto Gerald Earle of 
Eildare, and unto Sir Patrick Fox, which doe recite the ground in 
Swan Ally* to be in the parish of St Andrews and do meare and 
bound it accoidingly ; for the proof of this see the grant made ftth 
Jacobi unto the Earle of Eildare, which was tbns: — Hiered Qiraldi 
Comitie Eildaries unum messasgi)un cum gardin & pertinent jaoent 
inha Farochiam St Andres infra franchess Civit Dublin, juxta Le 
Sames Gate extra murum civit pncdict, parcel possess monasterij B. 
Maris abuttont versus Oriental super Le Mill Fond ; versus Occiden- 
tal super le civit ditch; versus Austral super molendin et terram Steph 
Segar ; et versus septentrional super icgiam viam. 

" Gerald Earl of Eildare made a lease of the premisses reciting the 
bounds of the Pariah, ftc, according to his grant from the Crowne. 
The lease is in the custody of Laurence Hartly, shoemaker, who 
married the widdow of Natli. Cartwright, an hatter, that bnilt one 
side of the houses in Swan Ally about the year 1658. 

" Sir Pat Fox, his grant of the premisses from the Ciowne by 

'SmtoI U-, p«ga 11. 
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lettere patent, dated nono Jacobi, conteins the same votAb verbatim 
aa they are in the grant of the Earl of Eildare. Uisheire set a lease 
of the ground without Dames gate nnte Cortwright, from whom they 
DOW hold the game. 

" 2. ITpon the testimony (given upon a tryall at the Common 
Fleas, anno 1677) of Rich. Swan, whoee &ther built the houses on 
the Mill pond, and after whom the place was named Swan Ally, who 
did declare upon oath before the Court and the Jury, that about 40 
years agoe, the inhabitants in the houses built by hie father in Swan 
Ally were assessed and did pay their assessments towards the build- 
ing of SL Andrew's Church, the Parish" of St. Andrews being at 
that time, viz., about the yeare 1636 or 1637 about rebuilding their 
Parish Church. 

" 3. Upon a tryall and Terdict in the Common Pleas in Uich. 
Terme 28, Caroli eecundi, and a judgment after obtained in Hillary 
following, anno 1677, against Jonath. Northeast and Geo. Southan, 
churchward of St Warborows, who distrained upon the comer house 
in Swan Ally next te Dammes gate upon the goods of John Qould- 
ing, pit, and the goods were replc^ind by Dr. Dopping, who went 
to an amicable tryall with the Churchwardens of St. Warburgh and 
took the defence of the title upon him ; and accordingly the said 
Ooulding obtained judgment against them, because the house was in 
Parochia Sti Andreas, and not in Parochia SUe Wcrburgie. And after 
this, Dr. Dopping received his money from the said Inhabitants, with- 
out interruption, in the year 1677, Will Tizer being then church- 
warden. As to the north side of the way, that leads down to the 
Councell Chamber and Egscx-Btrect ; the right of St. Andrews to that 
depends upon these proofes against the Parish of St Warbui^h. 

" 1. Upon the Judgment and verdict obtained in the Common 
Pleas for the south dde of the way, from whence it may be inferrod 
that this part belongs unto St Andrews, as well as the other, since 
they are defectave in their proofs, for that, which was formerly con- 
troverted. 

" 2. From Archbishop Allen's Repstry {now in the custody of 
the Archbishop of Dublin, and his auccoBsors), called Bepertcnium 
Yiride made anno 1532, or thereabout, which lays out the bounds of 
Bt. Hary Le Dame in these words : — Paroohiani hc^us Ecdesis sunt 
inhabitantes Castelli cum paucis aliie. 

" 3. From the testimony of several witnesses, who can prove 
that the inhabitants of the North side did, about 50 years ago, pay 
their assessment towards tho rebuilding of St. Andrew's Church, 
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vrhen the Farisli" were about that irorb in the Eftrl of Strafford's go- 
venunent, this prored by Ur. Orahtun, whose &thor abont that time 
liTed in the three Crane Tnyeme, and Bioh. Weaver, vho remem- 
bers his master that dwelt on this aide the next the Horse guard be- 
tween y' and Danunes' Onte paying Ids aaaesBment to St. Andrews. 
3. Tho. Woodward, Bob. Ware, and Hr. Scott, whose fother received 
the money from them ; looke also for the Widow White who remem- 
bers something of it ; R". Moyer knows where she now dwdls. 

" 4. From the great reascoi for uniting that part to St. Andrews, 
and the great inconTeniences that would follow if it did not belong 
toit. As 1, that there is no parish in all the dty that hath one port 
within and the other without the gates, and to suppose this to be so, 
would be a thing without pnesideiit or example. S. That it lyes 
mnch more oonreniently for an union to St. Andrews tlian St War- 
biu^h, being all without tlie gates. 8. That the parishioners without 
the gates oould not have the benefit of saoramuitB and saoramentalls, 
or the vieitacion of their fdck in the night time if it should be united 
to St. Waibnrgh. The Minister of tliat parish being resident within 
the gates. 

" 5. From enervating the pretences of St. Warburgh. Theirgreat 
oonfid«ice is fbnuded tqion the record aforemenoioned, that offlrms 
the Danunes mills to be in parochia dele Dames, and upon the order 
of vestry made by themselves, wherein it is pretended that the water- 
couiae is the bound between the two parishes. 

" As for the record, it is of little or no avail is this particular, be- 
cause the naming of any place as in such a pariah doth not make it 
to be of that parish, and in case it did, it is contradicted by other 
records which mentiim some of the ground without the gate, abutting 
on the town wall, to be in parochia Sti. Andree. 

" And as for the pretended order of vestry that makes the water- 
oonrse to be the boundary, there are material exceptions against it as 
being an order made in their own cause, without any minister of St. 
Andrew's mgning it, and for aught any man knows, none of the ia- 
hatntants of St. Andrew's bcnng present at it. 

" But, supposing it to be true that the watw-oourae was ttie 
boundary, the query still remuns, whether the water-eonrse be not 
altered, and the corront directed another way, since it appears out of 
tlie ChrenicloB and History of Ireland, 1. That the sea did anciently 
flow up as for as Ship-street, where it met with the stream that oame 
down under Powle -gate Bridge. 2. That boatee have passed about 
the city walls as far as Newgate. 3. That it is not very long ago 
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taneo the ground (where now the Councell Chamber and EBsex-Btreet 
stand) iras a perfect etrand*, and recovered from the sea by Jacob 
Newman, from whom the Earl of Strafford after bought it for the 
King's nse. Beo the records in the Auditor's Office. 4. That the 
water-course did anciently run close to the town and Castle walls, 
and from thence it passed under Dammea' Bridge, and so emptied 
itself into the Liffce. 5. I do find farther by peruBal of ancient his- 
tory, that, before the city walls were built, and for some timo after, 
the water ran round the City of Dublin, and it had large trenchea 
about twenty yards broad. 6. The plot of ground on which the 
Bommes mills now etands was anciently called Insula do le dames, 
which Buppoeeth a double n^ter-oourse encompassing it. Enquire 
about this last thing of Norris, the sadler. 7. If inspection be made 
into the vestry book of St. "Warbiirgh, it will be found that they have 
concluded themselves, dnce that pretended order, of all manner of 
right to the part now io controversy by their own electing of persons 
out of Qie controverted part as officers of St; Andrews, some Church- 
wardens, some for sidesmen, and some for overseers of the poor, vie., 
Capt. Payne, Liftent. Shiver, Bob. Condil, Steph. Palmer. 8. The 
inhabitants of the controverted part have always been assessed with 
the inhabitants of St. Andrews, and not with the tnhabitantB of St. 
Warbngh until the Lord Chief Boron Bysse of late thought fit to alter 
it. Anno 1 1 9 1 , Le Dames bridge was built. Q[unre] Alderman Jo 
Deemynicr, and one Koe, a shoemaker, about the passage of the 
water-course into the river Liffie. 

" This nairative of things was entered into the Registry of St. 
Andrews, Uaich 6, 1676, per me, 

" Anth. Dabxks. 

■' One thing more must be remembered in reference to the pre- 
cedingstateofthe otmtroversy between the two paiishee, that in case 
it could be made out that the parish of St. Warburgh bath a right 
to the part in controversy : yet sore it is certain that they only pre- 
tend to it as being part of the poisb of St. U&ry le Dames tiiore ought 
to be an union of it to the parish of St. Warburgh, and since that 
union is no where to be found, uncc I have searched all the records 
that I could about it, and could never moot with the union, and tho Pa- 
rishioners themselves upon the tryal in the Common Fleas could not 
nor did produce any such union : it will, thercfbre, follow that they 

' 8«e vol. !i., page 131. 
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have no right to it until such an union be produced. This thing I 
did not imdst upon at the tiyall becaueo I reserved it to the last in 
case all other proofe had foiled mc;" 



6CUBDUL8 OF PART OT TBB POSSBSSIOH8 OF TUB DISSOLVED 
NDNNEBT OP HOaOBS, DUBLIN, A.D. ISSO. 

[Fnm tlw SUte Papei Ofllce, Lomlon. Sm p«ee G.] 

" P'oell poasosBionQ nop Domus ^onialiS de lo Hoggez juxta Dublin 
dudum diaaolut in Com. PdcS. 

" CoTD. Dublin. 

Exit, scitus dee' 
nap domuB ac cuiuB- 
dni claQs pasta? muro 
oircnmdal uuius gar- 
dini extra mufos 
p'dSe nap domus et 
xxviii acr. t«rf ora- 
biliCl de t«if dnicali- 
buB p'dCe nup domas 
p'dcGm fTii p BupiuB 
inde p ComisdoS. 
Dnl It^:is Anno 

xxxii nup Begis lix'*.xiii*-iiii*> 

. HenH viii" .feclpatet. , 
Exii di9g Tento^ 
cum gardinis eisdm 
TenlU ptne jaoenl. 
et exisl infra Civita- 
tem Dublifi et su- 

burfi. eiuadm cum 

Q^^/ J ptin did. nup domui 

ptifi put p eandm 
Bupins inde exainlal 
patet p AnnQ. 

Ex. p me Ricm firsfiicr 
And." 



SoituBoum' 
teif dnicali' 
bus dSe jrajf 
dora* nec- 
non divers' 
Uel tenta & 
gardina ja- 
cen. in Civi- 
taf. Dublin. 
& suburb. 
eiusdA cum 
eo{ ptin. in 
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BKOBATINQS BXBCDTBS BY ANDBEW HIIXBB, OF DUBLIN. 

[S« p«gB 818.] 
POBTBAITS. 

1. James Amieflley,oIaimEuitoftbeAiigleeey Peerage. Lfrarance, 
pimnt. 

2. Joseph Boadui, punter. 

3. Lientenant-G^ieral William Blakeney, Colonel of the Inisldl- 
len Begimept of Foot, and Lientenant-GoTemoT of Kinorco. Hud- 
son, ptnxiU 

4. GostaTns TisGoimt Boyne, irhole-Iength. V. Hogarth, 
pinxU. A rival pkte to Minlmfll Ford's engtsTing of the same noble- 

5. Fhi]ip,EarIofChesterfield,I.ordLieateiiaiitof Ireland, 1746. 
Hoare, pinmt. 

6. CharleB Cobbe, Archbishop of Dublin, 1745. F. Bindou, 
pinxit. 

7. 8ir Edward Coke, Lord Chief Justice. 

8. OliverCromwelland John Lambert, 1745. HohBoa, pinxit. 

9. The Duke of Comberland, on horseback, at the Surrender of 
Carlisle, 1746. Thomas Hudson, pinxii. 

10. The Duke of Cumberland, whole-length. Htiny, pinxit. 

11. His Boyal Hi^mees Prince Edward, 1752. Bich. Wilson, 
pinxit 

12. Queen Elizabeth. 

13. Oarriok, as Bichatd in. W. Hogarth, pinxit. 

14. Oeoigine Secundus, D. 0. Uag. Brit Fran, et Hib. Bex. 

15. Gulielmns Tertius, D. Q. Anglise, Scotie, Franciie, et Hiber- 
nin Bez. Enellsr, pinxit. 

16. John HampdoL 

17. JohnHaiper.inthecharacterof "JobBon,"1739. G.White, 
pinxit. 

1 8. Admiral Sir Edward Hawke, Enight of the Bath. 

19. JosiahHort, Archbishop of Tuam, 1752. WUls.jwmf, 

20. Robert Jocelyn Baron Newport, 1747. Steveua, pinxii. 

21. William King, Archbishop of Dublin. 

22. John Lawson, Librarian, Trinity College, Dublin. 
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23. LoBook, Tavcm-kcoper, 1739. Knellcr, jn'ruiY. 

24. Charles Lacas, U. D., whole-leugth, 

25. John Duke of Uarlborough. 

26. Joannea Milton, letatis 21. 

27. lEonry Maule, late Archbiahop of Toam, 1752. A. Loc, 
pinxit. 

28. Joeqih Uillcr, actor, in the character of " Teagae," 1739. 

29. Comeliualfary, D.D. 

30. Sir Isaac Newton. 

31. General Oeirase Parker, 1745. A. Lee, pinxit. 

32. Hercules Langfbrd Rowley, U. P., whole-lengtb. fiindon, 
pinxit. 

33. Sir John Salter, Alderman of London, 1740. Biobordaon, 
pinxit. 

34. Frederic Duke of Schonberg. 

35. John Sowdon, in the oharaot«r of " Caled" in the " Siege of 
DamascuB," 1754. John Lewis, j>i'»a:t'& 

36. Eaton Stannard, Becorder of Ihiblin, 1755. J. Latham, 

37. James Franois Edward Stuart, 1737. B. Lntterel, pinxit. 

38. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patrick's, whole length. F. 
Bindon, pinxit. 

89. Aichbiah<^ Tillotaon. Eneller, pinxit 

40. Charlea Tottenham, ILP., 1749, whole-length. Sterens, 
pinxiL 

41. Torbnttas "8oBia"iii " Amidiitryon," 1740. Bliss, j»'iwtV. 

42. Archbishop Ussher. Lely, pinxit. 

43. Mrs. Margaret Woffington, 1745. Eccard, jn'tu^iY. 

maCELLAREOCB SI^BJBCTB EKOBATSD BT ASSBEW IflLLBB. 

1. " Date obolum Belisario." Vandj-ke, ^'wn'^ 

2. The Battle of Dettingen. 

3. Kiakecipeare'e Monument in Westminster Abbey. 
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" A CATALOODE OF THS FICTITBES, SCULPTOBBS, HODSLS, DXSiaNS 
IN ABCHITBCTUBI, DBAWINGS, BTO., BZHIBITED BT TUB 
eOClBTT OF ABTIBT8 IN IRELAND, ETC., AT THEIR BOOH IN 
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Hr. Uurpby, Oeorge'B-kne : S2. Maao, a vhoIe-lengQi pottrait 
33. Cleopatra. 

Ur. Uaimui*, ShaVs Court : 34. A landscape and flgoreB. 35, 
A oompodtion of ornament, landscape and flowers. 36. The com- 
panion. 37. A basket of flowers. 38. The companion. 

Kr. Beiiy, Qrafton-etreet : 39. A fbmily picture in miniature, 
whole-length fignree. 40. A composition of two figoies, portraits, 
half-length. 

]£r. Bobinson, Abbey-street : 41. A boy's head in crayons. 42. 
A ffiVe head, ditto. 

Mr. Sieeon, Wiiliam-street : 43. Portrait of a lady in oiL 44. 
Portrait of a gentleman, ditto. 45. Ditto. 

Hr. Thomas Pope Stevens, Parliaments street : 46. A landscape. 
4?. SittA. 48. Ditto. 49. Portrait of a Black's head. 50. Portrait 
of a gentleman. St. Ditto of a lady. 

Mr. Peter 6hee*, Smoi^-alley : 52. Puth, Hope, and Charity. 
53. A dead Christ. 

Ur. Watson, College-green : S4. Ftstna and Arria. 65. Por- 
trait of a lady, in oiL 56. Ditto of a gentleman, in crayons. 

SCITLFTUBSa Aim UOSBU. 

Ur. Cunningham', Uarlborongh-atreet : 57. A statue of the Far- 
nesian Hercules. 58. A bust of the Ber. Dean Delany, in marble. 
09. A model of a monument to the memory of the late Dr. Swift. 

Hr, Cranfleld, Cborch-lane : 60. An emblematical groap of 
Hibemia, &c, carved in wood, done for the Directors of the Hiber- 
nian Silk Warehonse. 61. Elijah taken np t« heaven, a sbozzo 
basso relievo, in wood. 

Ur. Kelly, Eustace-street: 62. An aU^orical basso relievo, in 
wood, representing Hibemia presenting the heart of the people to the 
Sing, attended by Industry, &o. 63. A basso relievo in wood, repre- 
senting the elements of Are. 

Hr. Vierpyl, Heniy-street : 64. Ueleager. 65. A bnsto por- 
trait. 



Hr. Grace, Fleet-street: 66. A plan and devationofa house and 
part of the offices for a nobleman. 

■ 8«e vol li., page 191. >■ Ante, pag« 217. 

' Ante, p<«e 848. * aMTd.U.,fMga293. 
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Vi. Uaok, James'-Btreet : 67. A dedgo for His UajeBtye Courts 
of Justice, &C.1 and their offices. 



SBAWnras. 
Mr. Bertxand: 68. A sketch of the TTiree OraocB, chained by 
Cupid. 69. Ditto, a land Btonn. 70, Ditto, an old man's head. 
71. A hoy's head, in rod chalk. 72, Kore drawings. 



PAnrnwoe, sic. 
ill. Beranger, Stephea's-green : 80. A sea piece. 81. A fresh 



No. TI. 

k CKTAlOaXIS OP THB PICTURES, SCDLPTOBES, HODBtS, DB&IQN8 
IH ABCBITBCTOBB, DRAWINGS, BTC, BXHIBITBD BT THB 80- 
OIBTT OF ARTISTS IN IBBLAND, AT THBIB BXH I BIT ION-BOOH 
IN WILUAK-STRBBT, DCBUN, HAT 8, ITSD. 

[SMp«geH8.] 
nVTUJLBO, ETC. 



Ur. Ashfon: 
domain of Carte 
4. Ditt« in Pofi 
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6. Ditto of thfl Scalp. 7. Bitto of EilWney, from Aglutdoe. 8. 
Ditto of InniB&llGU Island. 9. Ditto in the Faaaage to the XIppw 
Lake. 10. Ditto of UacroM Abbey. 11. A composition. 12. Ditto. 
13. A scene from Whyto's Shamrock, page 419. 14. A viev in 
Valea. 

Hr. Adams, pnpil to iSi. Smyth, Sculptor, Kabbot-Btreet : 15. 
IGnerra oondaotiiig Oenina to the Temple of Fame; a Baaso-ralieTa 
Kodel. 

Mr. Brooke, Drawing Master, No. 12, Claraudon-street : 16. 
Abraham's serrant binding* the bracelet on Bobecca's ana at the 
-well, Geneeifl xzir. 22. 17. An Angel appearing to Manoah and 
hia wife, Judges, ziiL 20. 18. The woman of Canaan, Matthew 
XT. 21. 19. The return of Tobias, Tobit xi. 12. 20. Isaac bleea- 
ing Jacob, GenesiB xxvii. 27. 21. A Landscape. 

Mr. Bichard Bull, at Mr. Watson's, No. 17, Castle-street: 22. 
Miniatoree in ooloun and hair. 

Mr. John James Barralet, Fellow of the luoorporated Society of 
Artists, London, No. 2, George's Court, Qnat Oeorge's-street : 
Drawings — 23. Eing WUliam giving orders to Sir Albert Conysg- 
ham, at the bead of tlie EnniskiUeoera. 24. The inside view of 
Cashel Cathedral 26. Ditto of Holy Ciosa Abbey. 26. South- 
east view of the Book of Caahel. 

Mr. James Ceoige firien, No. 30, Bride-street : Drawings — 27. 
8. W. view of St. Canice Cathedral, Kilkenny. 28. Ditto of Qow- 
ran Abbey, ditto. 29. Ditto of Orennell Castle, near Thomastowu, 
ditto. 30. ViowofQraignermanangh. 31. Tinnybinch Hill, County 
Carlow. 32. View of Dundrum, near Miltown. 33. Ditto from 
the Olen. 34. Ditto of Tinnyhinch Bridge, near FowerscourL 

Mr. Collopy, Na 112, Grafton-street : 35. Portrait of a geutk- 
man, with a view in America. 36. Ditto of an American lady sa- 
crificing to Peace. 37. Ditto of a lady and child. 38. Ditto of 
a lady. 

Mr. John Smith Cranfiold, London : 39.* Bacchus diacovering 
Ariadne, afl«r the departure of Theseus ; a baseo-reliero in maTU& 

Mr. Doughty, No. 72, Graflon-street : 40. Portrait of a noble- 
man. 41. Of a bishop. 42. Ditto, ditto. 4S. Ditto of a gentle- 
man. 44. Ditto, ditto. 45. Ditto, ditto. 46. Ditto, ditto. 47. Ditto 
of a lady. 48. Ditto, ditto. 49. Ditto of a child with a dog. 50. 
Ditto of B gentleman. 51. Ditto of a lady. 52. Ditto of a gentle- 
Mr. Fidier, Qreat Ship-street : 53. A landscape and figures. 
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UMning. 54, Ditto, Evening. 69. N. W. view of the Lake of 
Killani^. 

Hr. FoBtra, No. 36, Stofford-Btnet : Drawings' ia dudk — 56.* 
A laadflOBpe and figorei. Horning. 07.* Ditto, Evenings 58. A 
landscape and fignrea. S9. Ditto. 60. Ditto. 61. Dittos 62. 
Ditto. 68. Pi^tndts of two ladiea. 

Hiss Fonter, So. 86, Stafford-street : 64. Uiniatores. 

Mr. Henry Graham, at Hr. Fisher's, Qreat EOiip-street : 65. A 
view of Clanskeagji, near Hiltown, Homing. 66. A view in the 
vaUey of Olandalovgh. 

Hr. Hamilttm, CoUege-green : 67. A drawing in crayons, whole- 
leng&. 

Hr. Thomas Hiokey, Batii : 68. Ptotrait of a gentleman, whole- 
length. 69. Ditto, ditto, Kit Cat. 

Hr. Hone, No. 107, Capel-street : 70. Portraits of two ladiee, 
whole-lengths, paiiit«d in England, 1776. 71. Portroit of a noble- 
man, pointedatBome, I77S,KitCaL 72. Half-langtii portrait of a 
lady. 73. Ditto of a g^itUman. 74. Thrae-qoaiten portrait of a 
nobleman. 75. Ditto. 76. Ditto. 77. Ditto. 78. Ditto of a young 
gentleman. 79. Head of a lady. 60. Ditto, of a lady with a dog. 
81. Ditto of a nobleman. 83. Ditto. 88. Head of a bishop. 64. 
Ditto of a geDOeman. 85. Ditto. 86. Ditto. 87. Ditto. 88. 
Ditto. 89. ACiroe. 90. Anallegoricalpiotnreof Painting, painted 
in England, 1778. 

Hr. Hand, Lazar's Hill ; 91. Two froit pieces from nature. 
92. A froit pieoe in glass, from nature. 98. A dt^, from nature. 

Hr. Hisoks, No. 117, Capel-street: 94. The death of Yii^inia, 
from Gddamith's Emnan History, ToL L 95. Fortzait of a lady. 
96. Ditto, her daughter. 97. A oase of miniatures. 

Mr. Getffge Lauraioe, No. 34, Oiafton-street : Crayons — 98. 
Fortnut of a gentleman. 99. Ditto. 100. Ditto. 101. Ditto of a 
boy. 102. Ditto of a lady. 103. Ditta 

Hr. Lewis, Essex- street : 104. A large fruit picture, with a 
maoaw. 105.* Piva fruit pieces. 106.* A flower piece. 107.* 
Dead birds, 

Bobert Pool, No. 7, C3arendon-street, and John Cash, No. 21, 
Sldnner-Tow : 108. An engraved title to a work published by them, 
with a vignette vidio of the statue of King "William HL in College- 
green. 109, A plan of Dublin, drawn in 1780. 110. A view of 
part ofthe north side of Dublin Castle. 111. The garden front of 
ditto, 112. The Parliament Honee. 113. Section ofthe House of 
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CommonB. 114. The west front of Tiinity College. 115. The east 
Bide of Qie principal eqoare in ditto, not yet erected. 116. The 
front of the theatre in ditto, now erecting. 117. View of the Fn>- 
TOBt's House. 118. North front of the Boyel Exchange. 119. 8eo- 
tion of ditto, from east to west 120. Essex and Uie Qnem'e Bridges. 
121. New jaiL 122. East front of the Bine Coat HospitaL 123. 
Lying-in HospitaL 124. Ifarine School 125. Christ Church Ca- 
thedral 126. St. Patrick's ditto. 127. St Werborgh's Chnidi. 
128. St Thomas's ditto. 129. St Catherine's ditto. 130. Eariof 
Eildare's IConnment in Christ Chnrch. 131. Thomas Frior's ditto, 
ditto. 132. Lord Bowes's ditto, ditto. 133. Archbishop Bmitii's 
ditto, St Patrick's Church. 134. The west front of Leinster House. 
ISS. Fowowonrt, ditto. 136. Charlemont, ditto. 137. Tyrone, 
ditto. 

Mr. Heniy Pelham, No. 48, CoU^e-green. 138. A. frame with 
seven portraits in miniatnre. 

Vr. Thomas Pope Steerens, No. 39, Bolton-street. 1 39. An oral 
basso-relieTO. 140.* A deception. 141.* Ditto. 

Ur. Alexander Pope, Jun., No. 29, Bolton-street 142. Small 
portraits in crayons. 

Mr. Sadler, No. 13, Great Ship-street: In oil— 143. Portrait of 
a lady. 144. Ditto. In crayons— 145. Ditto. 146. Ditto. 147. 
Ditto. 148. Ditto of a gentleman. 

Hr. Trotter, No. 5, Jerris-street : Half-lengOis— 149. Portrait 
of a gentleman. ISO. Ditto, ditto. ISl. Ditto of a nobleman. 
153. Ditto, of a lady. 153. Ditto. 154. Ditto. Ovals— 155. Por- 
trait of a nobleman. 156. Ditto of a gentleman. 157. Ditto of a 
lady. 158. Portrait of a gentleman, whole-length. Kit Cat 159. 
An historical picture of Cymon and Iphigene. 

Ifr. West, Exchequer-street : 160. Christ praying in the Garden. 
161. The Annunciation. 

Hr. Wade, Exchange-street : 163. Portraits in miniature. 

Mr. Wheatley, College-green : 163. A view of College-green, 
with a meeting of the Volunteers, on the 4th of November, 1779, 
to commemorate the birth-day of King William*. 164. Portrait of a 
nobleman, small whole-length. 165. Ditto of a gentleman, with a 
horse. 166. A view from Clontarf. 167. Ditto from Dunleary. 

Ur. Wogan, No. 35, Great Oeoige' a- street. 168. Six portraits 
in miniatore. 169. One ditto in hair. 

. 3«« ptge 47. 
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Hr. SoL WiUkuui, CMtl»-«tre6( : 170. InpToarions from seals. 

The tdHowing maO, too lat« tot ragnlar insertion in the Cato- 
bgaa:— 

Mr.8amBelB7rDn,LaiidBaiT«7or,Ett8tM»-fitteet: ITl.AUrdV 
ejre perqmrtive plan of Trinity College park and garda». 172. Hia 
Hajeaty's pa^ the Phmnix. 1 73. BaUn, tlKi seat of the Eari of 
Aldbonugh. 174. 'FbeBWtofBobertClenenta,Eeq.,inthfiFhdaiuz 
Pa^ 175. Forth£eld, the seat of Barry Telveiton, Eeq. 

Kr. Fotrest, Chatham-street: 176.* Fou drawings in ehallu, 
177.* Aemallpictiirein watar ecdours. 178.* Two miniatnrea. 

HOXOKABT EXHIBITOBS. 

179. Hisa Craufield : A landscape, copy from Butts. 180. A 
wash drawing view of Conway Castle, copy. 181. A chalk drawing. 
182. Aji Indian ink drawing. 183. Ditto, ditto. 

Hiss Hawkins, pvpil of Hr. BaDard, No. 84, Mary's-abbey ; 
184. Fortxait of a yonag lady, in oil. 185. Landscape and figoiei, 
copy. 186. Stained drawing. 

A yonng lady, popil of Kr. Ballaid : 187. Portrait of a lady, in 
crayons, oq)y. 188. Erigone, in chalks, copy. 

HiBs Steel, pupil of Hr. Ballard : 1 89. Lucretia, in chalks, copy. 
190. Portrait of a geDtleman, in miniature (Srst attempt). 191. 
Portrait of a gentlemen, in crayons, copy by a young lady. 

Uisa Fleming : 192. A landscape, with fignres, stained. 

Ifaster Hemy Chaignean, paintings ; 193. Cattle, after Cayp. 
194. Two landsci^ies, after Yangoyne. 195. Vandyke, copy. 

Drawings : 196. Front of the CoU^ l^inting House 197. 
Gothic front for a Church. 198. Chapel of King's College, Cam- 
bridge, nnfinished. 

Ur. Bmart, No. 11, Denmark-street: 196.* A landscape and 
agures, in crayons, after Both. 200.* Ditto, after Schutz. 201.* 
Ditto, after Edema. 

Hiss HlCahon, No. 5, Stephen-street : 202. Portrait of Hr. 
Garrick, in black and white chalk, copy. 

A young lady, pupil to Miss UlCahon : 203. A fiimily piece, 
copy. 204. Portrait of Dk>ctor Johnson, ditto. 

Ksstei John Edmond Halpin, Temple-bar, pupil to Ur. West and 
ill. Barralet : 205.* The truTeller and satyr, &om Croxal's JEaop, in 
crayons, after West. 206. A landscape, in Indian ink, after Barralet 
207.* An English ale-house, after ditto. 

VOL. III. 2 B 
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Ur. Sifison Patland Darling, tf ercantile Academy, No. 36, Hsb- 
bot-strect: 208. Twoplaniapherea on anewconstrnction, onvMcb 
may be perfonned all the intoresdng problenu of the celeatial and 
terreetial globes, by only moving a button on the back of each. 

Agentteman: 209. HarqniB of Lothian, copy. 210. Deadgame, 
copy. 211. A Uadonna, copy. 212. Cleopatra, copy. 

Graham Stewart, Green-street : 218. Conrernon of St. Fatil, in 
Indian ink, copy &om Babena. 

A yoong lady, pupil to Ur. If OTster : 214. Tiewof theProToat's 
seat at Falmerston, taken from nature. 



SPBAKBRS or THE HOUSE OP COMMONS IN THB PABLIAHBNT 
OF IBSLAND. 

[Pram 1661 to tli« Union, irtth the daua otthdr elediaiii.] 

Sir Aodley Mervyn, May 8, 1661. 

John Temple, Esq., pro tempore, Sept. 6, 1661. 

Sir Bichard Levinge, Oct 5, 1692. 

Hobert Hochibrt, Esq., ........ Angnst 27, 1695. 

Alan Brodrick, Esq., S^i 21, 1703. 

Hon. John Foreter, Uay 19, 1710. 

Alan Brodrick, Esq., Not. 26, 1713. 

Right Hon. William Conolly, Not. 12, 1715. 

Sir Balph Gore, Oct 13, 1729. 

Hon. Henry Boyle, Oct. 4, 1733. 

lUght Hon. John Ponsonby April 26, 1756. 

Right Hon. Edmund Sexten Pery, .... March 7, 1771. 

Right Hon. John Poster, S^t 5, 1785, 
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Ka Vin. 



AMNVITIES OBANTBD TO 0FFICBB8 OF BOTH HODSBS OF TBB 
PABLI&MBHT OF IBBLAND, AT THB UNIOH WITH OB8AT BBI- 
TAIV, A. D. 1800. 

[Paytble, without any dtdnetioii n •batMocot wfa«tM»ver, m Mmpouatlon for the 
K^ecdTa loMM of tbt teyenl penons, by nuoD of tba diioontiniunce of their 
wnglnnMnti OTodbniiOffiotnoc AtbcduiU of Um twoHoona of ParBamoit. 
Bee pagi 177, and "Jonniala tf the Houe of Common* of the Slagdom of 
Inland,'' xiz^ Part L, 1800, page I7S.] 

HOns OV UBDB, 

John Earl of CUni, Lord Chancellor, Speaker, . . £3978 S 4 

John Earl of liayo. Chairman of the CommittecB, . 1443 6 
Edmond Heniy Lord Olentworth, Clerk of the 

Crown in Chancery, 879 10 

William Ueoke, Esq., Clerk of the ParliamentB, . 2705 16 

Thomas Lindsay, Esq., Uaher of the Block Bod,. . 964 9 9 

Edward Westby, Esq., Uaeter in Chanceiy, ... 104 4 2 

Thomas Walker, Esq., „ „ 104 4 2 

William Henn, Esq., „ „ 104 4 2 

Stewart King, Esq., „ „ ' 104 4 2 

John Gayer, Esq., Deputy Clerk of the Farliammts, 651 13 4 
Thomas Bonrchicr, Esq., Deputy Clerk of the Crown 

in Chancery, 101 2 1 

John Qregg, Esq., Clerk Assistant, 780 12 4 

Joseph Griffith, Esq., Beading Clerk, 298 3 1 

Henry Minchin, Esq., Sergeant-at-Arme, .... 314 2 2 
Richard Carpenter Smitli, Junior, Esq., Committee 

CleA, 231 6 

Edmund Fenner, Esq., Journal Clm'k, ..... 287 7 6 

Bryan Connor, Esq., Yeoman Usher, 243 16 6 

William Walkor, Esq., Additional derk, .... 70 
Theohald Biohard OTLsber^, Clerk in the Parlia- 
ment Office, 74 10 8 

Chailea Joseph Joly, door-keeper at the great door, . 92 2 8 

John Folding, door-keeper to the robe-room, ... 92 2 8 

Patrick Uartin, door-k«Bper to the Clerk's Office, . 92 2 8 
William Corbctt, door-keeper to the Speaker's 

Chamber, 105 4 
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William Oraham, aide-door ieeper, £93 3 B 

Fail! Thcanpeon, door-keepei at Ae aev entrance, . 92 2 B 

Qeorge Paine, additional door-keeper, 92 3 tl 

Patrick Long, Meeeenger, 91 18 9 

Jamefl Carendidi, Meeseagw, 91 13 9 

Hidtael Qtunan, Uesaenger, 91 13 9 

John Tobin, Hesseuger, 91 13 9 

Jiis, AlbiniaTaflor,keeperofthePiirlia]aentHouee, 677 18 9 

ICaiy FwBter, kMuekfi^ter, 472 18 II 

Mary Asae Foteter, homemaid, 20 9 6 

Sir Chidieeter Forteecue, Ulster King-at Irana, . . 390 19 5 

Philip O'Brien, gate-keeper, 43 6 8 

fiichard Taylor, keeper of the Speaker's Chamber, . SO 
Saaj Welbore Yisoonnt Cliiden, Olnk of die 

Council, 181 13 4 

Henry Upton, &q., Deputy Cleit of tiieCoandl, . 104 6 11 
John Patrickion, Esq., Deputy Clerk of the Coonoil, 

Usher of tlie Council Chamber, and Solicitor for 

TompikeBilK 431 9 S 

Mr. William M*Eay, Amstant Cleric of the Council, 100 17 2 
John Ebbe and ElizabeQi Orant, door-keeper a^id 

Council Office-keeper, 14 6 > 

John Dwyer, Esq., Secretory to the Lord Chancellor, 29 3 8 
Jc^ Bereeford, Esq., Fnrae-bearer to the Lord 

Chancellor, 14 II 4 

Andrew Boven, water porter, 4 110 



Bight Honorable John Foetar, Bpeaker of tlie Honae 

of Commons, 50SB B 4 

Henry Alexander, Esq., Chairman of the Committees 
of Supply and Ways and Means, ...... SOO 

Sir Qearge Fitzgerald HiU, Bart., Clerk vi the 

House, aaes is 9| 

Sdwatd Cooke, Eaq^ Clerk of the House in re- 

Terson, fiOO 

rSeijeantsatAms, in- 



rSei^eantsa 
< clnding 
C Civil lis 



£100 on 



John M'Clintock, Esq., and 
William Foster M'Clintock, , „ 

I Civil list, . . . 1300 
Edward Tresham, Clerk Assistant, (94 6 10 
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Oeorge Frederick Winstanley, Committee Clerk, . £250 

Jonathan fiogeiB, do. ... 2&0 

James RaS^rty, AseiBtant do. ... 100 

Dawson EUia, Superannoated EngroesiDg Clerk, . . 140 

Charles Henry Tandy, Engrossing Clerk, .... 898 7 

Townley BicliardBon, Assistant do 150 

'William Kafferty, Clerk in the Chief Clerk's Offloe, 

ClerkoftheUinutes, and Clerk of the Fees, . . 470 

Henry Coddlngton, Deputy Sergeant-at-Anns, . . 350 

James Cony, Clei^ of tlie Journals and Becords, 660 

John Smith, Assistant do. . . 230 

Roderick Connor, Attending Clerk, 60 

Arthur Hnme, Clerk of the Biieb, 100 

JohuJndd, AssiBtantClerkintheChiefClerk'sOfflce, 6S 6 8 

J(^ Leslie Foster, Esq., Speaker's Secretary, . . 10 5 

George Dunlery, Ueesenger, 68 

Rohert Bnniside, Back-door Keeper, 48 

Robert Fleming do. 48 

Joseph Dogherty, Messenger, 46 

Denis Smith, do. 46 

Jeremiah Bannen, do. 51 18 6 

Fourteen Ueesengers, at £36 each, 504 

William Browne, Distributxu of Yotee, .... 130 

Hngb Higgins, Assistant do. ...*.. 30 

Sarah Connor, Hoosekeqter, ........ 401 13 2 

Ji^ Kennedy, Front Doorkeeper, 168 4 9} 

John Walsh, do. 168 4 9^ 

Maiy Connor, Honse Attendant, 4 110 

Thomas Seavera, Fire-lighter, ....... 1176 

Rodney Watham, do. 6 16 6 

Edmtind Henry Lord Olentwortb, Clerk of the 

Crown and Hanaper, 131 8 6^ 

Thomas Bourchier, Deputy do 52 5 6 

John Beresford, Esq., Purse-bearer to Lord Cban- 

eellor, S3 18 9 

]CrB.Albiiua Taylor, Keeper of the Parliament House, 140 

Total amount annually, £32,006 14 1 
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Volumes I., II., III., price 10«. 6d. each, bovnd in Clutlt, 

A HISTORY OF THE CITY OF DDBLIN: 

J. T. GILBERT, M.R.I.A., 



That there hu not been hitherto pDbliahed anj Work at all deserving die (jtle of 
A History or the Citt of Ddblin hu been nniverMll^ admitted — the only at- 
tempt at the nndertaking, vithin the preeent oenttur, being the compilation of 
Whitelaw and Walah, printed at London in 1818, which has been long condemned 
as replete trith the grossest inaccuracies, and so defective that it does not furnish 
a reliable account of any portion of the city. To supply a History of the Ca- 
pital of Ireland, so long desired by the public, is the object of the present Work, 
the deugn of which is to famish, solely from authentic sources, accounts of the va- 
rious districts of the dty, embodying notices of the important persoDBges, building 
and historic events connected in former times with those localities, together with a 
detailed dironicle of the progress, laws, manners, customs, and transactions of (he 
people of Dublin, from the earliest period of their annaU. 

In addition to the General History of Dublin and its Citizens, the Work will thus 
contain an historical account of every important street and edifice in the dty firam 
the earliest ages, affording information, not elsewhere accessible, relative to eminent 
Statesmen, Ecclesiastics, Authors, lAwyeie, FhysiciauB, Artists, Actors, Uusicians, 
Publishers, lypcgraphers, and other celebrities, bom in or otherwise comtccted nith 
them, in past times ; together with the Annals of the various Rdij^oos, S«^ntifia, 
literary, and other Public Institutions of the Metropolis of belaid. 

He most competent antiiorities have borne testimony to the minute accuracy, 
extensive research, and Uie large amount of original inlbrmation displayed in Ae 
Volumes published ; and on questions connected with Dublin it has been dted ai a 
standard authority in the British Parliamentary Reports. 

The Three Volumes already published contabi an Historical Tt^graphy of a 
GonsideTable portion of the City, indnding the Cathedral of Christ Church, the 
Churches of St Werburgh, St. John, St. Ulchael, St. Anne, St. Andrew, and St. 
Andoen ; the old Law Courts and Jails ; the Tholsel ; the Old Bridges and Quays ; 
Custom-house; the Music Halls; the Theatres in Smock- alley, Fuhamble-street, 
and Crow-street ; History of the Royal Dublin Society, the Royal Irish Academy, 
the Parliament House, Society of Irish Artists, &C.; witir Notices of the Important 
Personages and Events connected with the Localities treated of, illustrated by a Mop 
of the Andent City ; and Appendices of Documents, now first published from Ori- 
ginal Manuscripts. 

The Fourth Volume is now in the Press, and wiU be shortly poblidied. 

Subscribers' names received by the Publishers. 



DUBLIN : M'OLASHAN &. GILL, 50, TJPPEK SACKVlLLE-STI^Sfy. 
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oviariOMB or thc prxss. 



(AttM tMt DoBU* Umvnuanr Uuiasikb.) 

"THkobJwtotUiii Hitfory of the at; oT Dnblfai It diMioet from all tittt preode It. Itia 
not a ncm tCMid of tonle [dllin, C«rinthi«n capiUla, or Dork psdinNOla, irliich tha AotliDr 
girta IB, bat rMordi of tb* human lih that has throbbed throogh the andeot dveDinci of oai 
lAtf, centUT after Matnry i oftliOTidMitQdo* of fiui^eg, to be read in tlwirndiud maraionai 
of theraat political iveDti irbldi la aoma room, in aonw home, on aome particalar mght, 
twaaded tlw lUgiiiata iaeptr on the coodUj ; or the tragedies of great hope* cniihed, jromig 
blood abed, vleUnu hcqieteMly MterifiMd, which hare made lome atnet, eonn hoose, aome 
chamber, tot argr Moed. 

"Item the nnpobliahed Aoglo-Iridi laglaUlive eoactmenta, and from tnch-like deca7ed and 
deca^ttg mamueripta, ancient reoorda, whidi have becmne almoit bleniglTphlca to the pre- 
•ent age* tha Aathor of thlawufchaagaOMred llw life-biKor? of an ancient dtyt he hat nude 
thealonea to apeak, and evoked the ahadowi of the paat to flU np the ontline of « great hittorkal 
flctnn. Flf^, eren tweotf yean hence, tha production of each a work woold be impoaeible. 
la a hiator; lUoatiated by human llvet and deeda, and localiied in the wdrd old atieets, once 
the prandaat of our d^, many a family will And an anceatral ihadow Mirting toddcnly to light, 
tEtlUngwitb it loa^oamotlt* of departed bahioa, giandenr, aad magniflcMice.'' 

" We have been much intsreated with the originality and vailety of thla woiL Tbe ao- 
Ihor'e reeeaich and reading are beyood dl^iute ; and hit perftirmance leada ni to expect still 
mon from Mm aa an aothentlc Dloatrator of the domestic lifc ti Dublin la bygana daya 
Other writoi, la fldloa and hlttoty, wHl t« Indebted to him fbr the indication of modi matter 
that might otherwiaa have remldaad unknown to tbem. The continnatlan of bla work will be 



(Awn tht Ddbldi FaBoua'a Jodbmal.) 
"Thla win be the atandaid blaloiyof the Irish Capital In tlie vast variety of tbe iarorma- 
tlon, wUch one ia aatooished conld have been so perfMly brought together — in the reooodlte 
aoorcea fMm which the aatbor gtlhend it, tha greater part having boeo collected from andenl 
and deap-bniled reoorda — and In tbe tcnpiiloat care with which ara^ fact baa been verified, 
thb worii atand* almost alone In abili^, Intavat, and reaearch." 

(Avm tA4 DnBLiR Wabdeb.) 
II tt haa long been a national opEanbrlom, that no hittory ti the Irish CM^ wotthy <jt !(a 
historic importance haa ever l>een com[riled. It la, bowanr, no dliparagement to prevunit wti- 
l«n to attm^ that no History of Dublin at all oomparable, either in plan or execution, to tbe 
preeent work, has yet been produced. The aathor hat taken notUng (br granted. Itirowiog 
addeall thestatementaof previDOt blatoriea and guids-booki, he hat gone back with an enthn- 
daatic indistiy to ths Honiments, the Becords, tbe Bolls, the Statntea, the flies of ancient papen, 
thelMteiB and the works of eontemporaries — in short, direct to the ori^nal authorities themselvea, 
for all his statementa. Of t^eae he has read, collected, and brought to light an almost incredible 
number. He has studied and digested theae with a cathoUc and a keen appredatlon of avBry- 
tUng that ia Intereatlng, emions, and beantinit ; and nothing that Illustrates the architecture, 
the mannara, or the history of tha HetropoGs of Ireland, haa eacaped him. The very plan of 
the work haa something of ecploraUoD and adventure aboot it. The author takea a street, or 
a little group of streets, and gives you ila history — Artrni the tl>nnda<i<ni almost to to-day — 
citing all tort* i^ Buthoritiea upon every varie^ of subject, and producing a picture so Hfii-lihe, 
■0 strange, and ac hll of cross lights, illondnating bygone manners and customs in so pleasant 
ud desnlbuy a way, that one nads on with ths endtemnt of dLsMveiy and the intoest of « 
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EVOBHB CCBIIT, H.R.I.A. 
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-aEOKOB Pbtbib, LL. D., y. P. R I. A. 
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J. H.ToMi,D.D., Pn«.&l.A. I JoehT. OiuEm', M.&I.A. 



THE inateri«k-f» Irish hHrtoi7,«lt}Hra^Bi<At end »biiDdaat,liftT« 
hitherto beeo but to a amoll extent ftvailable to the Btudeat, 
The few accessible authorities have been so frequently used, and the 
works compiled from them are so incomplete, .that the expectation 
of any aoounte bistts'y of Ir^nd has been gemnlly deferted^ under 
die oosnctioQ that vast additions must be ipade to :the materials at 
present avulable before any complete work of ^Mt nature can be 
prodwjed. The immediate object of this Society is to print, with 
iMXucate English translations and annotations, the unpublished do- 
cuments illustrative of Irish history, especially those in the snciunt 
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BDd obsolete Irieli language, many of which can be accurately trsnjt- 
lated and elucidated only by scholara who have been long engaged 
in investigating the Celtic remainB of Ireland; and should the publi- 
cation of these manuscripts be long delayed, many most important 
literary monuments may become unavailable to the students of his- 
tory and comparative philology. The Society will also endeavour 
to protect the existing monumental and architectural remains of 
Ireland, by directing public attention to their preservation from the 
destruction with which they frequently are threatened. 

The publication of twenty-one volumes, illustrative of Irish his- 
tory, has been completed by the Irish Archeeological Society, founded 
in 1S40, and the Celtic Society, established in 1S4J. The present 
Society has been formed by the union of these two bodies, under the 
name of the " Irish Archteological and Celtic Society," for the 
preservation of the monuments illustrative of Irish history, and for 
the publication of the historic, bardic, ecclesiastical, and topogra- 
phical remains of Ireland, especially such as are extant in the Irish 
language. Since the union of the two Societies, two important vo- 
lumes have been published. 

The Books of the Society are published solely for the use of its 
Subscribers, who are divided into two classes: Members, who pay 
three pounds admission, and one pound per annum ; and Associates, 
who pay an annual subscription of one pound, without any entrance 
iee. The Fundamental Laws of the Society regulate the privilegesof 
each class of Subscribers, who can abo obtain the publications of 
the two former Societies, at the rates, and under the coaditioos 
specified in the present Prospectus. 

FUNDAMENTAL LAWS. 

L The Socte^ shall conrist of Hemben and AABodatos. 

IL The kflUn of the Sodetj shall be muuged by > Conndl, coiuiatiDS of ■ Pre- 
ddent, five Titt-PieridenU, Treainrar, tm) SeeceUiieo, and borUea otbcn, to be 
elected annniUj by the Sode^ Cram tbe Membera. 

XIL All Memben and Anociates shall be elected b^ the Council, on being pro- 
pnaed b; a Member ; and no pereon iball be elected either > Member or an AiiadaK 
of the Sodety oodl be has made the rsqoirile papnenU. 

IT. Each Member alulll pa; fool poonds on the 6nt year of his election, utd 
une pound vwry nbseqnemt year. Aasodates shall pay one poond per umnm <uily, 
wUhout any entrance tee. AD sabKrqjtions to be paid in advance, and to become 
due on the first day of Jannaiy, innnilly. 

T. Such Hembfin as derira It niay become Life HemberB, on payment of the snm 
of thiitoen poonds, or tcii ponnds (if they have already paid their entrance fee), in 
lieu of tbe annua] subscription. 
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VI. &vei7 Member iriiose nib*criptlail is not in ■rreu' ahoU be entitled to recdve 
one copy of each pabllcatioo of tbe Sodetf iamed nibKqaaatlji to hi« BdnUaEton ; 
and tiie hooka printed bj the Sodetr *)ull not be aold to tbe Public 

TIL AiaadAUa may become Memben, on signifying Uiedr wiah to the Conndl, 
and on psjineDt of tlie entrance fte of tliree poondA, 

VIIL Auodalea iliall rectiva t copy of tU pnblic<itioaa Imed by (lie Socictj 
during tiut ytta for which th^ have paid a snbscriptian ; but ihall not be entitled to 
any other prlvilegea. 

IZ. No Member who [a three months in amar of hia eubKiipti<Ht ahall be en- 
titled to vote, ar to any other privilegw of a Member, uid any Member who sball be 
one jrear In arrcar shall be considered as having resigned. Aasodatea who are in 
■rrear shall cease, ipiafatto, to belong to the Society. 

X. The Council shall have power to appoiut officers, and to make By-L«ws not 
tocondstent with the Fundamental I^n of the Sode^. 



PUBLICATIONS OP THE IRISH AROH^OLOGICAL 

SOCIETY, 

PoinmKD MDCCCSL. 

1841. 

I. ToAris RKLATno TO Irblanii, v:d. I., coDtainiDff 

I. The Circuit oflitland; by MnlrcbeartuJi Mac Ndll, Prinoe of Aileach; 
a Poem written in the year 941 hy Cormacan Eigeas, Chief Poet of the 
North of Ireland. Edited, with a TrandatiDn and Nolo, and a Hap ai 
the Circuit, by John O'Donovah, LL.D., M.R.LA. 

1. "A Brile DeacriptioD of Ireland, made in the year IJS9, by Sobcrt Payne, 
Tnto XXT. of hia partaers, for whom he !■ vodertaker there." Beprinlsd 
from the second edition, Londoo, 1J90, with a Prefiue and Notes, by 
Aquiixa Smitii, M.D., U. B. L A. (Out of print.) 

II. The Annals op Ireljuis, by James Grace, of Kilkenny. Edited from the 
US. in the Ubrary of Trinity College, Dublin, in the original iM&a, with a Trana- 
lation and Notes, by the Rev. Ricoahd Bdtlbb, A.B., H.K. L A. Price S*. 

184a. 
L Cach muishi Rac)). Tba Battle of Magh Bath (Uoita), (Mm an andent 
MS. in the Ubraiy of Trinity CoQege, Dublin. Edited In the original Irish, with a 
Traneiadon and Notes, by JoHH O'Donovah, LL.D., H. E.L A. Price lot. 
II. Tbaitts REi^TDia TO Irklud, voL It. containing : 

1. " A Treatise of Ireland ; by John Dymmofc." Edited from a MS. m the 
Briiish Museum, with Notes, by the Rev. Richard Butu^ A. B., 
M. ai.A. 
1. Tlie Annals of Mnltifeman ; IVnm the original MS. in the Ubrary of Tri- 
nity College, Dublin. Edited by Aqoiixa Smith, M. D., M. R. L A. 
3. A Statute passed at a Parliament held at Kilkenny, A. D. 1 367 ; from a 
MS. in the British Museum. Ediled, with a Tranalation and Notei, by 
Jauu IIabdiuah, Esq., H. R. I. A. Price lo*. 
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I. AiiAeQQtnm>»Tn«TBiBnA3ii>CoaioiBorntaDwntororHT-M*«r 
commonly called O'Eell;^ Coontiy, In tba Conittif* of Galmf and RcscomiiKU 
Edited from Um Book of Lacui in the Libmy of tbe Boyd bUi Acadany, in Ui* 
original Iriab; witli a TianalaUon and Hote^ and* Hap irfBy-Many, hjJoaw 
ODnitOTAX, LL.D^ EI.B.I.A. Prk« im. 

IL Tub Book or Onns mo BtARTTROLoor of rma Catbbdral or twM 

Boi.r TuMiTT, eommimly called Chriit Church, Dublin. Edited Aom Ifae ori^nal 
US. in tbe Ubncj of Tnnlt]' Collie, Dablin. By the Rer. Joan Cijimkm 
CtamrKwATTK, A. H., Sector of St. Uaiy-at-HiH, end St. AndreirHabfeajt, London. 
irUh an Intn>dnc0an by Juaa Hrrthobh Todd, D. D., T. P. B. I. A., Fdlmr of 
Trinity College, Dublin. Price i» 

1844. 
L RmisTRDii EccLBsn Omuiuii SAirciOBrM jdxta Dobuk ; ttom tbe ori- 
ginal HS. In the Ubniy of Trinity CoBege, DuUln. E<£led by tbe Ker. Bichabv 
Bliixir, A.B., H.R.I.A. Price ^^. 

II. Ah Aocouitt op thi Tribb Aim CuiTOHi op thi Dibtbict op Hi- 
FiACHRACB, in the Connliai of Sligo and Hayo. Edited from the.Book of Lecan, 
in the Libiaiy of tbe Boyal Iririi Academy, and from a copy of tbe Uac FirUe HS. 
in the poMeaeion of tbe Eari of Roden. With a Translalion and Natea, and a Hap 
of Hj-Elachiach. By Johj* O'Dobovah, LL.D., H. B. L A. Price i ja. 

.845. 

A DncRtmoH or Wist on H-Iab CoirKACOHT, t? Boddric OTlahetty, 

Author of &e Ogygia, written A.D. 16S4. Edited from a MS. in the Litiraiy of 

'Diuity Collie, DaMin ; with copiaoa Hotel and an Appendix. By Jakes Har- 

DiHAR, Esq., M.R.I.A. Price tjti 

I>4:6. 

TnB UiBOLiMm or ma Irish Abcilcolooicai Soctett: toL t. con- 

1. An ancient Poem attribiittd to St. Cohmbkille, with a Ttantlation and 

Nolea by JoHK OTIOHOVAM, LL. D., BL R. I. A. 
1. De ConcilioHibernin; tbeesrliestextantreoord afaParGament inlreland; 

with ITotee by the Rer. S. Bdtlkr, H. R. I. A. 

3. Cupy of tlie Airud aa concerning tlie Tolboll (Dublin) : contributed by 

Dr. AqoilxA Smitb, M. R. I. A. 

4. PedigreeofDr.Dominick Lynch, Regent of IbeCDlkdgeofSLTbomaa of Aqnin, 

in Seville, A-D. 16741 contribaledby JambsUasdimam, Esq., M.B.LA. 

5. A Latin Poem, by Dr. John Lynch, Author of Cambrtntii Epenut, in 

reply to tba Qneelion Cw >■• patriam turn rtdit t Contributed bj JamM 
Hardihah, Esq., H. R. I. A. 

6. The Obita of KUconidck, nov Frankfort, Eing^ County ; contriboted by 

the Rer. J. H. Todd, D. D., U. R. I. A. 

7. Ancient Teatamenti ; contributed by Dr. AqmiAji Smith, H. B. LA. 

g. Aniograpb Letter of Tbady O'Roddy : widi lome Noticte of the Author by 

the Ker. J. li. Todd, D. D., M. R. L A. 
9. Autograph Letter of Oliver Cromoill to hie Son, Harry Cromwell, 

Con>mander-in-Cliief in Ireland; eentribnted by Dr. A. SmTR, H. B. I. A. 
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10. The Iibh CSiuten in the Book of Kdia, with a Tnuulation aiid Nous, by 

Joicr O'DOMOTAH, LL.D., H. B. L A. 
■ I. Ori^nal CharUt gnuUd b7 John Lotd of Ireland, to th< Abbej of Mdli- 
tbnt; coBtiibated Iqi Dr. A. SkOTU, H. B. L A. 

11. A Joqnu7 1« CtnuUDght to 1709 by Dt. Ilianuu Holjnmx: cootribotcd 

by Dr. A. Sxmi, U. B. L A. 

13. A Covenant In Irish between Hageoghegao and the Fox ; with » Trandi- 

tion and hlatorical Notice* of the two FamDies, bj Johh O'DonaTAn, 
LI.D., H.R.LA. 

14. The Auuls of Ireland, from A.I>. 1453 to 1468, tranilated from a loat 

Iriah original, by Dudley Fiibin ; with NotM by J. O'DonoTAH, LL.D., 
M.R.LA. PriraSa. 

.847. 
Itie hob Venion of the Hibiobu Bniroiniii of Kennhu, or, aa It I* called in 
bidi USS. leaboTi bpeAnaA, the Britiah Book. Edited from the Book of Balli- 
mote, collated with cc^iiee in the Book of Lecan and in the library of Trini? 
CollegB, Dublin, wlUi a Truulation and Notes, by Jambb Hekthobh Tudd, D. D., 
H. B. L A., FeDpw of Trinity Collie, Ac ; and Additional Nolee and an Intm- 
dnction, by the Hon. Alauuioh Uhbbkbt. Price 15A 

1848. 
tarn Lattr AmAUsrs or Ibxulub ; edited witli Introdnctoiy Remaiki and 
Kolea by the Ycfj Bev. Kii;aAiu> Butler, H. R. L A., Dean of Clonnucntni, — 
Til.: 

1. The Annali of Ireland, by John Clyn, of Kilkenny ; fttnn a M9. in the 
Library of Trini^ College, Dublin, collated with anotber in tlie Bodliaan 
Library, Oxford. 
J, The Annals of Ireland, by Tbady Dowling, Chancellor of Leighlin. From 
a HS. in the Libiaiy of Trinity College, Dublin. Price Si. 

1S49-JO. 
Hacarl* EiciDint, the Dotrartioo of Cyprus; behtgaeecMBiatoty oflho 
Ciril War in Ireland, nnder James IL, by Colonel Chariee O'Kelly. Edited in the 
Latin from a H8. presniled by the isle Professor M-Cullagh to the Library otthe 
Royal Irish Academy i with a Trandation from ■ MS. of the aerenteenth ccntary; 
and Notes by Jomr C. O'CALLaaaaii, Esq. Price if: 



Acn or AitciiBunor Colto-i in his Viatation of the Diocese of Deny, A. D. 
1397. Edited from the original Roll, witli Introduction and Notea, by Wiluam 
RkBvls, D. D., BL K. I. A. (Not sold.) 

[PuESEirraD TO Tin Socirrr bt thb Rkv. Dr. RnvBS.] 

■lit 

Sir WiLUAH Pettt's Narrative or ma Procbuuboh in tbi Sorvet or 
lKai.AMDi ihim a US. in the Library of TriniQr College, Uablin. Edited, with 
NoUa, by Tboma« A. Laboom, E*)., K. E., V. P. R. I. A. Price 1 ji. 



itizecy Google 



< « ) 

.«5J. 
CANBBKNSii EviBius; OT, RetatotiiHi of th« Aulhoritj of Ginildaa Camf^-tirii 
on the HiMory of Ireluid, by Dr. John LyDch (1668), with wme Account of the 
Aflun uf ttul Kiagdom dunng his own and former Uniei. Ediled, with Tniula- 
tioD «nd cDl^DiH Notes, bj- tbe Rev, Matthbw Keixt, Koyal Collie of St. Patrick, 
Haj^ootb. Three toIuoml Price, 4/, 

A few complete Sets of the foregoiug Publlcatioiu (with the excepUon of that 
for 1S51}, can still be hid by Mcmben only. Application to be made to Edwi^d 
CuBBOBX, Esq.) Bojral Irish Academy, DawKU-etreet, Dublio. 



PUBLICATIONS OF THE CELTIC SOCIETY, 
FomtPED MDCCC3LT. 



1847. 

teabop na s-Ceapc, or, The Book of Bigbta; a Treatiaa on the Sight* and 
Privilege* of the Andent Eingi of Ireland, now for tbe fint tine edited, with 
Translation and Notes, by John O'Dohovah, LL. D., M. R. L A. Prefixed to this 
volume are the following historical and critical dissertitions by the Editor : — I. On 
tbe variona Hinuscripta of the Book of Sights, u. On tbe Sallair Cbaidl. or Psalter 
of Casbel. ni. On the will of Cathaeir Mor, and otber pieces introduced into Laabhar 
na g-Ceait. rv. On (be references to Tonur as Kin g or Prince of the Danes of 
Dublin. V. On the Tract prefixed to the Book of lUghti, enUtlsd, < Tbe Restricttoaa 
and Prerogatives of the Kings of Eiie.' vi. On tbe Division of the Year among tbe 
andent Iridi. vn. On the Chariots and Sooda of the andent Iriah. vilL On Chest 
among tbe ancient Irish (with engravings), ix. On the Irish Text and Transladoa. 
The Urge-piqwr copy contwns full-length portnits of Archldahop Uesher, Luk< 
Wadding, and Roderick O'Flaherty. Price it. 

i!4g-50-ii-j». 

CAMBRxnaia Evebsub, &c. as above. Three volnnus. Price 4I. 

[Given to Memben of the Celtic Sode^for 1K4S, 1S50-J1; and to Henben 
or Associates of the United Society for 1S53.] 

1849. 
&I1BCE1.LAKT or THB Celtic Societt, contaii^g : 

A Treatise fhim the Book of Lescan on the Oli-Eidiraeceoil's (O'Diiscol's) 
Country, in the County of Cork. 

A Historical Poem on the Battle of Dun (Downpatrick), A.D. 1160. 

Sir Richard Bingham's Account of bis ProceedhigB hi Connacbt, in tbe reign 
of Elizabeth. 

A Narration of Sir Henry Docwra's ServiMsinUIata-, written A.D. ilS[4; toge- 
ther with other original Docnmen Is and Letters illustrative of Irish Hislarj. 
Editedby JohhODohoyax, Esq., LL.D., U.B.LA. Price 1/. 
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.853- 
Cath HdIOBK Lsha: The Battle of Magh Lena; on uident historic Tale, edited 
brEuoBHS Cubby, I>q., H.B. LA., from original HSS. PrieeW. 

Complete SeU of tlie above Publications on atill be had, by Uembeni onlj, on 
application to Un. Cubbobn. 



PUBLICATIONS OF THE IRISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

AND CELTIC SOCIETY. 

DnraD HDCCCLIII. 

18J4. 

Ltbbr Hthmobdh: TheBookofHj'mnaoftheAiKieDt CburchoflTelaiid; from 
the origiiul M9. in the Litiraiy of Trinity CoUege, Dublin. Edited by the Rev. 
jAHsa IIektsobk Todo, D. D., Ptcb. R. I. A., Senior Fellow of Trinity College. 
Port I. Containing the foUowing Latin Hyinna, witli Irish Scholia and Glun : — 

I. Tba Alphabetical Hymn of St. Sechnall, or Secnn^aa, in praise of St. Pa- 
trick. 1. The AlpbabcticBl Hymn in praiie of St. Brigid, atlriUnled to 3C Ullan, 
Biihop of ArdbiEccan. j. Tlie Hymn of St. Cummain Pota. 4. Tbe Hymn or 
Prayer of St. Hugint. 

it Si and lSj6. 

The Life or Si. CoLuunA, by Adahhah, Ninth Abbot of Hy [or lone]. 
The Idlin text lakea from a U3. of the early part of the aghth century, preaerred 
at Schaffhaiuen; accompanied by Variona Rn^gi from Ax other MSS., found In 
different parts of Enrope; and lUostrated by copious Nota and DiaseTtatiooa. By 
the Rev. William Reeveb, D.D., H.B., V. P. B. L A. With Haps, and colound Fac- 
^milea of the HSS- 

Tbe two Parte are bound in one Yolume, for the convenience of Membera. 

'8i7- 

LlBBB BTMnOBUU ; TboBook of HymDB of the Ancloit CbnFch of Ireland ; from 
the original US. in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin. Edited by the Rev. 
jAtus Hknthobh Took, D. D., Pies. R. L A., Senior Fellow of Trinity College. 
Part IL (/■ Iht Prea.) 

itsi. 

A Medlnval Tract on Latin Declension, containing a Olosurr of Andent Iriah 
Worda ; to vhich is added the Lorica of Gildaa. With Grammatical and Philological 
Nates, and Indexea, by WsiTLBr Stokbb, Esq., A. fi., Bairister at Law. (JVeuWjr 
naify.) 

Three Fragments of Andent Irish *""«l'| hitherto onpnbliahed. Edited, ham a 
MS. in the Borgnndian Libraiy, Bnuaela, with a Translation and Notes, by John 
O'DoHovAK, LL. D,, U. R. L A., PtoAtsor of Iriah litentme In the Qneen't Cel- 
Ugt, BeUast {tftarlg rtudg.) 
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pttBUCATioNfi Bvaaamtt ob or pstoaaxM. 
L A TsBATira OK TBC OoBjUi OR OocuLT FoBm o* WmTnio or rmt 
AHcmrr IiusR ; from > HS. in the Ubniy otTrinit? CoII(g«, Ihiblini with m 
'nwuUtim asd Noua, aod Pc^ninaiT DinerUttoo, by ttw Bmt. Cbuuxb 
Gbavbs, D. D., U. B. I. a.. Fellow of Ttbiitj CaOegs, ud hcAMOrof UxkaattiM 
In the UniTeni^ of Dablin. (A Ihe A«m.) 

II. The Hutrnilogr of Donegti. 

III. Cornuc'i Gloau;. Edited hr J- B. Todd, D.D., Kith ■ TraiuUUoa tmd 
Notm, by J. O'DovoTAB, LL. D., UK. I.A., aiid Evonnt Curst, Ea^, ll.R. J.A. 
(/« Iht Prat.) 

IV. The Auuk of ULttnr. With > TransUtioii uid Notea. Edited from ■ HS. 
in th« Libniy of Trini^ College, DnbUn, eeUated irith the TnuuUtlon made tor Sir 
Junu Wan by Dudley or Duild Use Fitlii*, a MS. in the Britidi Hnseom. 

T. The AmuUe of lonisf^ei) ; from ■ HS. (d the Bodleiui libraiy, Oxfoid. 
TL The Aniule of Tl^emacb, Rod CbroalcoD ScotoraiD, from USS. In the Bod- 
leiui Library, and that of Trinity College, DabUn. 

TIL The Geoealogy and Hiatory tt the Saints of Iidood : from the Book of 

Till. An Acconnt oftheF^btJga and Dsnei of Irelaad, by Dnald Mac Firbia, 
from a MS. in the Library otTrini^ Crflego, Dublin. 

IX. bopama- The Origin and HirtocyoftheBoromean Tribute. Edited from 
a MS. in the library of Trinity Cidlege, Dublin, with a TrandatJon and Kotea, by 
EtrOBMB CiTBBT, Em]., H. R. L A. 

X The Topographica] Poem* of 0'He«rfn and O'Dogan. 

XL lea^p S<i'^c^< *>'• ^^ Hittoiy of the Invasloni of Ireland, by the Four 
Hastera. 

Xn. pOpUT F«ITa Op eipiim, or, l*e History Of Ireland, by Dr. GeoffhT 
Keating. 

Xin. teaKap Oinn SeonAnr, or, Biatory of the Noted Places in Irdand. 

XIT. The Works of Giraldus Canil»eiins relating to Ireland. 

XV. Bliscellany of the Irish ArchKologicol and Celtic Sode^. 



Snbacriptlona are ncaired by Edward Cubbobx, Eaq., Bayal Irish Academy, 
DamoD-atreet, Dublin. Fenona deeirans of becondng Subscribcn to the Sode^ 
•rereqnestad to eonunnnicate, by letter, «1ththeIIon.fiecrelarin,at'No. jj. Trinity 
Oolite, Dublin. 
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